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The  following  Statement  embuacls 
THE  FUNDAMENTAL  PRINCIPLES  OF  THE  SOCIETY. 


L  That  the  name  of  this  Society  be,  "The  British  and  Fokeign 
Anti-Slavery  Society." 

II.  That  the  objects  of  this  Society  be,  The  universal  extinction 
OF  slavery  and  the  slave-trade,  and  the  protection  of  the 

EIGHTS   and    interests    OF    THE  ENFllANCHISED    TOPULATION    IN    THE 

British  possessions,  and  of  all  persons  captured  as  slaves. 

III.  That  the  following  be  the  fundamental  princij)les  of  the  Society : — 
That  so  long  as  slavery  exists  there  is  no  reasonable  prospect  of  the  annihilation 

of  the  slave-trade,  and  of  extinguishing  the  sale  and  barter  of  human  beings;  that 
the  extinction  of  slavery  and  the  slave-trade  will  be  attained  most  effectually  by  the 
employment  of  those  means  which  are  of  a  moral,  religions,  and  pacific  character; 
and  that  no  measures  be  resorted  to  by  this  Society,  in  the  prosecution  of  these  ob- 
jects, but  such  as  are  in  entire  accordance  with  these  principles. 

IV.  That  the  follo-\ving  be  among  the  means  to  be  employed  by  this 
Society  : — 

1.  To  circulate,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  accurate  information  on  the  enormities 
of  the  slave-trade  and  slavery  ;  to  furnish  evidence  to  the  inhabitants  of  slave-holding 
countries,  not  only  of  the  practicability,  but  of  the  pecuniary  advantage  of  free 
labour;  to  diffuse  authentic  intelligence  respecting  the  results  of  emancipation  in 
Hayti,  the  British  colonies,  and  elsewhere;  to  open  a  correspondence  with  aboli- 
tionists in  America,  France,  and  other  countries  ;  and  to  encourage  them  in  the  pro- 
secution of  their  objects  by  all  methods  consistent  with  the  principles  of  this  Society. 

2.  To  recommend  the  use  of  free-grown  produce  (as  far  as  practicable)  in  prefer- 
ence to  slave-grown  ;  and  to  promote  the  adoption  of  fiscal  regulations  in  favour  of 
free  labour. 

3.  To  obtain  the  unequivocal  recognition  of  the  principle,  that  the  slave,  of  what- 
ever clime  or  colour,  entering  any  portion  of  the  British  dominions,  shall  be  free, 
the  same  as  upon  the  shores  of  the  United  Kingdom  ;  and  to  carry  this  principle 
into  full  and  complete  effect. 

4.  To  recommend  that  every  suitable  opportunity  be  embraced  for  evincing,  in 
our  intercourse  with  slave-holders  and  their  apologists,  our  abhorrence  of  the  sys- 
tem which  they  uphold,  and  our  sense  of  its  utter  incompatibility  with  the  spirit  of 
the  Christian  religion. 
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V.  That  every  person  who  subscribes  not  less  than  ten  shillings  annually, 
or  makes  a  donation  of  five  pounds  or  upwards,  shall  be  a  member  of  this 
Society. 

VL  That  the  Society  be  under  the  management  of  a  Treasurer,  a  Secre- 
tary, and  a  Committee  of  not  less  than  twenty-one  persons,  who  shall  be 
annually  elected,  and  shall  have  power  to  fill  up  vacancies,  and  to  add  to 
their  nimiber. 

VIL  That  there  be  held  in  London  a  general  meeting  of  the  subscribers 
once  in  each  year,  at  which  a  report  of  the  proceedings  and  a  financial 
statement  shall  be  presented,  and  a  Committee  and  officers  elected. 

Vni.  That  the  Committee  have  power  to  transact  all  business  of  the 
Society  in  the  intervals  of  the  general  meetings,  and  to  convene  special 
general  meetings  of  the  Society  when  necessary. 

IX.  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Anti-slavery  friends  throughout  the 
world,  to  form  Auxiliary  Societies  upon  the  principles  of,  and  in  connexion 
with,  this  Society. 

Xi  That  AoxDiary  Societies  be  empowered  annually  to  appoint,  and 
where  such  Auxiliaries  are  not  formed,  the  Committee  shall  have  power 
annually  to  appoint,  one  or  more  corresponding  members  who  shall 
be  at  liberty  to  attend  and  vote  at  all  meetings  of  the  Committee  in  Lon- 
don ;  and  that  the  Committee  shall  also  be  authorised  to  appoint  annually 
honorary  corresponding  members,  who  shall  have  the  same  privileges. 

XL  That  the  Committee  do  invite  and  encourage  the  formation  of 
Ladies'  Branch  Associations,  in  furtherance  of  the  objects  of  this  Society. 


NOTICE 

RESPECTING  BEQUESTS  TO  THE  SOCIETY. 


An  act  of  parliament "  for  the  Amendment  of  the  Laws  with 
respect  to  Wills  "  having  been  passed  on  the  3rd  day  of  July, 
1837  ;  which  act  came  into  operation  on  the  1st  day  of  January, 
1838;  the  attention  of  all  persons  who  may  contemplate 
making  Bequests  to  the  British  and  Foreign  Anti-Slavery 
Society  is  respectfully  called  to  the  following  section  : — 

1  VicToiu.t,  cap.  2G,  sec.  9. 

"  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no  Will  shall  be  valid,  unless  it  shall 
be  in  writinf^,  and  executed  in  manner  hereinafter  mentioned ;  (that  is  to 
say)  it  shall  be  signed  at  the  foot  or  end  thereof  by  the  Testator,  or  by 
some  other  person  in  his  {iresence  and  by  his  direction ;  and  such  signature 
shall  bp  made  or  acknowledged  by  the  Testator  in  ihe  presence  of  Two  or 
more  Witnesses  joresent  at  the  same  time :  and  such  fVitnesses  shall  attest 
and  shall  subscribe  the  IVill  in  the  presence  of  the  Testator  ;  but  no  form 
of  attestation  shall  be  necessary." 

N.B.  Wills  executed  prior  to  the  1st  day  of  January,  1838,  are  not 
affected  by  the  new  act ;  but  any  alteration  therein,  or  Codicil  thereto,  must 
be  executed  iii  the  manner  before  mentioned. 

The  follo^dng  extract  from  a  work  recently  published,  is 
worthy  of  particular  attention : — 

"  The  statute  of  9  Geo.  II.  c.  36,  called  the  Mortmain  act,  is  not  repealed 
or  altered  by  the  1  Victoria^,  c.  26  ;  and  therefore  legacies  to  charities  out 
of  real  estate  will  still  be  void.  If  a  Testator  desire  to  leave  legacies  to 
charities,  he  must  take  care  to  make  them  payable,  either  expressly  or  by 
ordinary  course  of  law,  out  of  such  personal  estate  as  may  be  applied  for 
that  purpose.  A  bequest  to  a  chai'ity  of  a  term  of  years,  or  leasehold  pro- 
pertv ;  or  of  money  to  arise  from,  or  be  produced  by,  the  sale  of  land ;  or 
by  tne  rents,  profits,  or  other  interest  arising  from  land  ;  or  a  bequest  of 
money,  to  be  laid  out  in  land  ;  or  a  bequest  of  money  secured  by  mortgage ; 
or  a  bequest  of  annuities  charged  on  land,  or  rather  rent-charges ;  or  a 
bequest  of  money,  with  a  direction  to  apply  it  in  paying  off  mortgages  on 
schools  or  chapels ;  or  a  bequest  of  money  secured  on  parochial  rates,  or 
county  rates,  or  turnpike  tolls — is,  in  each  case,  void ;  and  even  where  no 

{)articular  fund  is  pointed  out  in  the  "Will,  for  the  payment  of  charitable 
egacies,  and  they  are  consequently  a  charge  on  the  residue,  and  the  resi- 
due consists,  in  part,  of  property  of  all  or  either  of  the  kinds  above  speci- 
fied, so  much  of  the  legacies  will  become  void  as  shall  bear  the  same  pro- 
portion to  the  entire  legacies  as  the  exempted  property  bears  to  the  entire 
residue." 


FORM 

OF  A 

BEQUEST  TO  THE  SOCIETY. 


/  qke  and  hequeath  unto  the  Treasurer,  for  the  time  herng,  of 
THE  BRITISH  AND  FOREIGN  ANTI-SLAVERY 
SOCIETY,  for  the  Aholition  of  Shivery  and  the  Slave- T'rade 
throughout  the  World,  instituted  in  London  in  the  year  1839, 
the  Sum  of  Pounds 

Sterling;  to  be  paid  witli  all  convenient  speed  after  my 
decease,  exclusively  out  of  such  part  of  my  personal  estate  not 
hereby  specifically  disposed  of,  as  I  may  by  law  bequeath  to 
charitable  purposes,  and  I  hcrchg  lawfidhj  charge  such  jmrt  of 
my  estate  icith  the  said  sum  ujion  trust,  to  he  applied  towards 
the  getieral  purposes  of  the  said  Society;  and  the  Receipt  of 
such  Treasurer  for  the  time  being  of  the  said  Society  shall  be  a 
sufficient  Discharge  for  the  said  Legacy. 

If  a  Testator  's\'ishes  the  Legacy  to  be  paid  free  of  Duty,  he 
will  add  the  following  words  to  the  above  form  :  and  I  direct 
that  the  Legacy  Duty  upon  the  said  Legacy  be  paid  by  my 
Executors  out  of  the  same  Fu?id. 

*^*  Devises  of  land,  or  of  money  charged  on  land,  or  secured 
on  mortgage  of  lands  or  tenements,  or  to  be  laid  out  in  lands  or 
tenements,  or  to  arise  from  the  sale  of  lands  or  tenements,  are 
void ;  but  money  or  stock  may  be  given  by  Avill,  if  not  directed 
to  be  laid  out  in  land. 


NOTICE  TO  AUXILIARY  SOCIETIES. 

"With  a  view  to  the  diffusion  of  information  on  Anti-Slavery 
subjects  generally,  the  Committee  have  resolved  to  supply 
Auxiliary  Societiv.s,  for  gratuitous  distribution  only,  with  all 
pamphlets  and  small  publications,  published  by  them,  at  one- 
half  the  usual  price  ;  and  the  larger  publications,  to  Auxiliary 
Societies  and  Subscribers  generally,  at  a  reduction  of 
twenty-fte per  cc7it.,  for  immediate  payment. 

Collecting  Cards  and  Books  are  prepared,  which  tlie  Com- 
mittee will  be  happy  to  forward  to  their  friends  in  the  coimtry, 
on  application,  free  of  expense.  The  Collecting  Book  con- 
tains an  epitome  of  Anti-slavery  mformation,  and  will  be  found 
of  great  service  to  Collectors. 


AT  THE 

THIRD  ANNUAL  MEETING 

OF  TUB 

BRITISH  &  FOREIGN  ANTI-SLAVERY  SOCIETY 

rOR  THE  ABOLITION  OF 

SLAVr.UY  AND  TIIK  SLAVK-TUADF,  TIIKOUGIIOUT  THE  WOBI.D  ; 

HELD  IN 

EXETER  HALL,  STRAND, 

On  Friday,  May  13,  1842; 


The  Most  Ho.v.  the  Marquis  of  CLANRICARI^E 
i.n  the  chaik; 


An  abstract  of  the  report  of  the  Society  for  the  past  year 
having  been  read  by  Mr  John  Scoblr,  and  the  Cash  Account 
presented  by  the  Treasurer  ;  on  the  motion  of  tlie  Right  Hon. 
Dr  S.  Li'sHiNGTON,  D.C.L.,  seconded  by  Nathan  Dunn,  Esq., 

of  the  United  States,  it  Mas 

Resoi.ved  Unanimously — 

"  That  the  Report  which  has  now  been  read  be  printed  and  circulated 
under  the  direction  of  the  Committee.  That  G.  W.  Alexander  be  the 
Treasurer,  and  J.  H.  Trcdgold  the  Secretary,*  and  the  following  the  Com- 
mittee for  the  year  ensuing : — William  Allen,  Stafford  Allen,  ^^'illiam  Rail, 
Richard  Barrett,  John  Beaumont,  Sir  T.  F.  Buxton,  Bart,  Rev.  James 
Carlile,  Josiah  Conder,  Joseph  Cooper,  J.  S.  Elliott,  Josiah  Forster,  Robert 
Forster,  Samuel  Fox,  Samuel  Gurney,  Rev.  J.  H.  Hinton,  A.M.,  L.  C. 
Lecesne,  Samuel  H.  Lucas,  Right  Honourable  Dr  Lushington,  Richard 
Peek,  Dr  Thomas  Price,  Jacob  Post,  George  Stacey,  Henry  Stcrry,  Henry 
Tuckett,  Rev.  John  Woodwark,  and  Rev.  John  Young,  A.M." 

On  the  motion  of  tlic  Right  Hon.  Lord  Clifford,  seconded 

'  Since  deceased. 
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by  Sir  George  Strickland,  Bart,  and  supported  by  John 
ScoBLE,  Esq.,  it  was 

Resolved-  Unantmously — 

"  That  this  meeting  deeply  deplores,  as  a  gross  violation  of  the  principles 
of  justice,  the  claims  of  humanity,  and  the  spirit  and  precepts  of  the  gos- 
pel, the  prolonged  existence  of  slavery  in  British  India,  and  the  dependen- 
cies of  this  country  in  the  East,  whatever  be  its  character  or  sanction ;  and 
earnestly  calls  upon  the  friends  of  the  anti-slavery  cause  throughout  the 
empire  to  unite  their  most  active  and  zealous  efforts  for  its  immediate  and 
entire  abolition,  and  for  the  establishment  of  the  right  of  every  human 
being  found  within,  or  resorting  to,  any  and  all  parts  of  the  British  domi- 
nions, to  personal  liberty  and  the  full  protection  of  tlie  laws." 

On  the  motion  of  the  Rev.  John  Burnet,  seconded  by  M. 
L'Istant,  of  Hayti,  and  supported  by  the  Rev.  William  Gar- 
land Barrett,  of  Jamaica,  it  was 

Resolved  Unanimously — 

"  That  this  meeting  views  the  continuance  of  the  African  slave-trade, 
especially  as  carried  on  by  professedly  Christian  and  civilised  countries, 
with  the  utmost  abhorrence,  and  cannot  but  regard  any  encouragement 
of  this  guilty  traffic  as  reflecting  the  greatest  dishonour  on  the  govern- 
ments which  permit,  and  the  people  who  sanction  it  This  meeting  there- 
fore renews  the  expression  of  its  opinion,  that  the  only  certain  means  of 
securing  the  complete  extinction  of  this  traffic  is  to  be  found  in  the  univer- 
sal abolition  of  slavery,  and  earnestly  recommends  to  the  friends  of  huma- 
nity throughout  the  world,  perseveringly  to  seek  the  accomplishment  of 
this  great  object  by  the  use  of  those  means  only,  which  are  of  a  moral,  reli- 
gious, and  pacific  character. 

"  That  this  meeting  would  hold  up  to  the  just  condemnation  of  the 
world,  those  of  their  countrjTnen  who  are  voluntarily  the  holders  of  mines 
or  estates  worked  by  slaves ;  or  who  are  engaged,  directly  or  indirectly, 
on  the  coast  of  Africa  or  in  foreign  states,  in  carrying  on  or  intentionally 
facilitating  the  operations  of  the  slave-trade ;  and  would  urgently  call  on 
the  government  to  institute  proceedings  against  all  such  persons,  known 
to  be  residing  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  British  courts. 

"  That  this  meeting,  in  view  of  the  appalling  facts  laid  before  parliament, 
regards  with  alarm  the  contemplated  removal  of  the  restrictions  laid  on  the 
export  of  Indian  labourers  to  Mauritius,  as  well  as  the  insidious  project, 
now  the  subject  of  a  parliamentary  inquiry,  of  peopling  the  "West  India 
colonies  with  native  Africans,  involving  as  it  does  the  renewal  by  this  coun- 
try, and  the  extension  by  others,  of  the  iniquities  of  the  slave-trade ;  and 
expresses  its  firm  conviction,  that  neither  the  legislature  nor  the  people  of 
this  country  will  ever  permit  so  unrighteous  a  plan  to  be  realised." 


!       ) 
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On  the  motion  of  Joseph  Sturge,  Esq.,  seconded  by  the 
Rev.  Ebenbzer  Miller,  of  Rotterdam,  it  was 

Resolved  Unanimously — 

"  That  this  meeting  regards  with  deep  interest  the  enlightened  efforts 
and  noble  sacrifices  of  the  abolitionists  of  the  United  States  of  America,  in 
the  sacred  cause  of  human  freedom;  and,  whilst  it  sj-mpathiscs  with  them 
in  their  struggles,  heartily  rejoices  in  the  more  extensive  prevalence,  and  in 
the  certain  and  not  far  distant  triumph  of  their  principles  ;  and  publicly  re- 
news the  offer  of  its  warm  and  steady  co-operation. 

"That  this  meeting  rejoices  in  the  restoration  of  the  Amistad  captives  to 
their  native  land,  through  the  zealous  and  Christian  exertions  of  the  friends 
of  humanity  and  freedom,  and  in  the  triumph  of  law  over  despotism;  that 
it  equally  rejoices  in  the  escape  of  the  slaves  of  the  Creole  from  a  cruel  and 
interminable  bondage  in  the  slave  states  of  America,  by  seeking  refuge  in 
a  British  colony;  and  would  record  its  high  approbation  of  the  noble  sen- 
timents of  the  great  legal  authorities  of  this  country  on  the  subject,  and 
the  prompt  decision  of  the  government  in  ordering  the  release  of  those  in 
custody. 

"That  this  meeting  feels  assured  the  British  government  will  utterly  and 
for  ever  repudiate  any  and  all  demands  that  may  be  made  upon  it,  for  the 
restoration  of  the  Creole  negroes,  and  all  other  slaves  who  may  have  sought 
refuge  vrithin  its  territories,  or  for  compensation  to  their  oppressors  for 
their  loss. 

"  That,  renewing  its  decided  protest  against  the  recognition  of  Texas  by 
the  government  of  this  country,  as  deeply  affecting  the  liberty  and  happi- 
ness of  mankind,  this  meeting  views  the  renewed  project  of  its  annexation 
to  the  United  States  as  involving  the  questions  of  peace  and  war  between 
nations  now  at  amity — the  introduction  of  slavery  into  countries  not  now 
subject  to  its  curse — and  the  increased  preponderance  of  the  slave-holding 
party  in  the  government  of  tlic  great  North  American  republic  ;  and  ear- 
nestly calls  upon  the  philanthropists  of  that  country  to  use  their  most  active 
and  persevering  exertions  to  prevent  a  calamity  so  fatal  in  its  consequences 
to  the  welfare  of  mankind. 

"That  this  meeting  further  rejoices  to  learn  the  progress  of  the  anti- 
slavery  cause  on  the  continent  of  Europe,  and  trusts  that  the  number  and 
power  of  its  advocates  will  rapidly  increase,  until  the  governments  under 
which  they  live  shall  no  longer  be  able  to  resist  their  influence,  and  shall, 
without  an  exception,  decree  the  extinction  of  slavery  in  the  various  coun- 
tries and  dependencies  subject  to  their  control ;  and,  finally,  that  this  meet- 
ing cordially  inrites  the  correspondence  and  co-operation  of  the  friends  of 
freedom  throughout  the  world  with  this  Society,  in  earning  its  great  design 
speedily  and  peacefully  into  execution." 

On  the  motion  of  the  Rev.  William  Knibb,  of  Jamaica, 
seconded  by  the  Lord  Bishop  of  Norwich,  it  was 
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Resolved  Unanimously — 

"  That  this  meeting  feels  that  it  has  not  only  cause  for  devout  gratitude 
to  the  Most  High,  that  the  act  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  British 
colonies  was  carried  into  effect  under  circumstances  which  reflected  the 
greatest  honour  on  the  negroes  delivered  from  bondage  thereby,  but  for 
warm  congratulation  that  it  has  been  followed  by  a  rapid  and  vast  improve- 
ment in  their  physical  and  moral  condition ;  and  that,  if  not  interfered  with 
by  unjust  legislation,  by  the  partial  administration  of  justice,  and  by  the 
schemes  of  interested  and  unprincipled  men,  it  cannot  fail  to  resvUt  in  the 
increased  and  permanent  prosperity  of  these  colonies,  and  greatly  to 
advance  the  interests  of  the  mother  countrj*. 

"  That  this  meeting,  whilst  sincerely  desirous  that  the  interests  of  the 
proprietary  body  of  the  colonies  may  be  advanced  by  all  fair  and  legitimate 
means,  will  continue  to  oppose  all  schemes  of  theirs  at  variance  with  jus- 
tice and  humanity,  all  laws  oppressive  in  their  character,  and  all  practices 
designed  to  coerce  labour  under  a  slate  of  freedom. 

"  That,  grateful  for  past  success,  this  meeting  desires  afresh  to  commend 
the  anti-slavery  efforts  to  the  divine  blessing,  and  exhorts  its  supporters 
everjrwhere  to  increased  activity  in  this  righteous  cause." 

On  the  motion  of  William  Allen,  Esq.,  seconded  by  the 
Rev.  William  Knibb,  it  was 
Resolved  Unanimously — 

"  That  the  most  cordial  thanks  of  this  meeting  be  presented  to  the  Most 
Noble  the  Marquis  of  Clanricarde,  for  kindly  accepting  the  chair ;  and  for 
his  readiness  on  this  and  all  occasions  to  promote  the  advancement  of  the 
cause  of  humanity  and  freedom." 


REPORT 


Like  every  other  great  and  good  work  wlxich  depends 
for  its  success  on  the  force  of  Christian  principles,  and 
enlightened  public  sentiment,  the  Anti-slavery  cause  has 
had  its  difficulties  to  encounter,  and  its  triumphs  to  record, 
during  the  past  year.  In  meeting  the  friends  of  that  cause 
on  the  present  occasion,  tlie  Committee  express  their  un- 
wavering confidence  in  the  ultimate  triumph  of  truth  over 
error — of  righteousness  over  injustice — of  liberty  over  slavery ; 
and,  commending  it  to  the  watcliful  care,  the  warm  sympathy, 
the  active  eflEbrts,  of  the  friends  of  humanity  in  this  country, 
and,  above  all,  to  tlie  Divine  blessing  to  cro\vn  it  with  ulti- 
mate success,  they  proceed  very  briefly  to  narrate  the  most 
material  events  connected  with  its  history  since  they  last 
assembled  together. 

THE  SLAVE-TRADE  AND  SLAVERY. 
The  slave-trade,  so  far  as  its  movements  can  be  traced  in 
official  and  other  authentic  documents,  is  but  little  chmmlshed 
in  its  extent.  The  markets  for  human  beings  are  still  open — 
the  traffic  is  carried  on  with  great  activity — the  profits  are 
immense  ;  and  it  is  found  that,  just  in  proportion  to  the  vigour 
of  the  means  used  for  its  forcible  suppression,  is  the  ingenuity 
of  its  abettors  successfully  exercised  in  carrying  it  on,  and 
the  miseries  and  mortality  of  its  victims  fearfully  increased. 
Cuba  and  the  Brazils  are,  at  the  present  time,  the  largest 
markets  for  the  sale  of  slaves ;  and  tliither  a  -^-ast  multitude 
of  these  wi-etched  beings — principally  of  the  male  sex,  in  the 
prime  of  their  existence— are  annually  transferred  from  the 
« 
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continent  of  Afiica,  to  replace  those  who  have  miserably 
perished  imder  the  oppressions  of  the  slave  systems  of  those 
countries. 

The  ravages  of  the  slave-trade  are  not  confined  to  the  west- 
ern coast  of  Africa,  for  the  supply  of  the  slave-markets  on  both 
the  American  continents  and  the  West  Indies — the  eastern 
coast  suffers  also ;  thence  slaves  ai-e  transported  to  the  Brazils, 
and  to  the  states  bordering  on  the  Persian  Gvdf  and  the  Arabian 
Sea,  through  which  they  find  their  way  into  various  parts 
of  the  east,  and  even  into  the  British  territories  in  Hindostan. 
From  Northern  Afiica  slaves  are  shipped  for  the  markets  in 
the  Levant  and  Constantinople,  where  they  find  a  ready  sale. 
The  negro  states  on  the  borders  of  Egypt  supply  that  country 
with  wretched  beings  of  the  same  class.  To  glut  the  rapacity 
of  the  more  civilised  portions  of  the  earth,  Afi-ica  is  still  com- 
pelled annually  to  yield  up  an  immense  number  of  her 
children,  who  are  forced  into  exile  and  slavery. 

If,  in  consequence  of  the  difficulties  to  be  overcome  in 
procuring  and  bringing  cargoes  of  human  beings  to  market, 
the  profits  of  the  slave-buyer  are  less  than  formerly,  those  of 
the  slave-seller  are  greater,  and  his  incentives  to  pursue  his 
criminal  undertakings  midtiplied. 

The  treaties  which  have  hitherto  been  negotiated  by  this 
country  -with  foreign  powers,  for  the  suppression  of  this  gi-eat 
iniqmty,  however  honourably  designed,  have,  with  few  excep- 
tions, been  flagrantly  broken.  Spain,  Portugal,  and  the 
Brazils,  have  long  been  under  the  most  solemn  engagements 
to  terminate  the  disgraceful  traffic ;  but  the  bad  faith  of  these 
powers  has  only  led  to  years  of  painful  diplomatic  remon- 
strance and  negociation,  without  lessening  the  evil  to  any 
great  extent.  At  the  present  moment  Spain  is  unable,  even 
if  she  were  willing,  to  fulfil  her  obligations.  Deriving  an 
immense  revenue  from  her  colonies,  in "  part  from  the  slave' 
trade,  and  threatened  with  revolt  if  she  listen  to  the  demands 
of  the  British  goyernment,  she  hesitates  to  fulfil  her  treaties. 
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and  to  vindicate  her  own  laws  and  character  IVoni  the  foul 
dishonour  cast  upon  them.  Tortugal,  without  the  shadow  of 
a  iJietencc,  save  her  poverty,  and  consequent  inability  to  keep 
up  lier  colonial  establishments  in  Africa  without  it,  refuses  to 
carry  her  treaties  for  the  extinction  of  the  slave-trade  into 
effect ;  except  under  such  limitiUions  and  restrictions  as  the 
British  government  cannot  and  will  not  sanction.  Brazil  is 
retrograding  :  her  treaties  are  a  dead  letter  :  her  authorities 
connive  at  the  illicit  introduction  of  slaves  into  all  parts  of  the 
country :  and  the  greatest  efforts  are  made,  by  some  of  her 
leading  men,  to  repeal  the  laws  of  the  cmpue  which  make 
that  introduction  criminal,  and  give  force  to  her  treaties  with 
Great  Britain.  Against  tliis  flagrant  act,  the  British  govern- 
ment has  earnestly,  and  hitherto  successfully,  protested,  as  a 
gross  violation  of  her  engagements.  France  refuses  to  ratify 
the  very  treaty  which,  in  conjunction  with  this  country,  she 
proposed  to  the  other  great  powers  of  Europe,  from  the 
jealousy  of  her  people  that  England  aims,  under  the  cover  of 
pliilanthi-opy,  at  maritime  supremacy  and  the  degradation  of 
her  flag.  The  United  States  peremptorily  refuses  to  enter 
into  any  treaty,  with  any  power,  for  the  suppression  of  the 
slave-trade  ;  and  even  tlu-eatens  war  if  the  right  of  search,  in 
its  most  qualified  sense,  be  insisted  on  by  the  British  govern- 
ment. Several  of  the  Soutli  American  States  are  temporising  ; 
and  one  of  them,  Monte  Video,  has  actually  evaded  her  treaty 
stipulations  by  importing  native  iUiieans  into  her  territory 
under  the  name  of  colonists. 

What  lies  at  the  root  of  all  this  hostility,  opposition,  and 
tergiversation,  on  the  part  of  kingdoms  and  republics,  both 
in  the  Old  and  New  World,  in  reference  to  the  benevolent 
and  generous  exertions  of  Great  Britiiin  to  destroy  tins  evil  ? 
The  Committee    reply  in  one   word  —  Slaveky  !    and    they 

feel  confident  that  until   that  mighty  evd.  be  extinguished 

until  the  market  for  slaves  be  broken  up — it  is  vain  to  hope 
for  the  suppression  of  the  slave-trade. 
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The  flags  at  present  employed  in  covering  this  traffic,  on 
the  western  coast  of  Africa,  are  the  Portuguese,  the  United 
States,  and  the  Spanish.  Occasionally,  the  flags  of  Brazils, 
Monte  Video,  France,  Sweden  and  Hamburgh,  are  used  for 
the  same  purpose.  On  the  eastern  coast,  we  find  the  flags  of 
Portugal  and  Brazil,  with  the  occasional  assistance  of  others. 
The  flags  of  different  Arab  chiefs,  also,  are  at  present  devoted 
to  the  same  infamous  trade.  On  the  northern  coast,  the  Sar- 
dinian, Greek,  Russian,  Austrian,  and  Ottoman  flags,  cover 
the  traffic  to  the  Levant  and  Turkey  ;  and  it  must  be  confessed 
that,  although  the  flag  of  Great  Britain  is  not  prostituted  in 
the  same  way,  her  merchants  generally,  as  well  as  those  of  the 
United  States,  residing  in  slave-holding  and  slave-trading 
countries,  or  who  trade  to  the  coast  of  Africa,  furnish  the 
means,  either  in  capital  or  goods,  by^hich  no  small  part  of 
this  dreadful  commerce  in  mankind  is  carried  on. 

In  the  ports  of  the  United  States,  slavers  are  built  and  fitted 
out  with  a  full  knowledge  of  the  purposes  to  which  they  are 
to  be  devoted.  In  those  of  Spain,  Portugal,  and  Brazil,  they 
are  also  openly  prepai-ed  for  their  guilty  voyages.  Consuls, 
governors,  and  captains'  general ;  ambassadors,  ministers  of 
state,  and  subordinate  officers ;  have  hitherto  showed  no  reluc- 
tance in  availing  themselves  of  the  splendid  bribes  oflered 
them  for  assisting  or  conniving  at  the  prosecution  of  this 
revolting  trade.  In  fact,  it  appears  that  treaties  are  made 
only  to  be  broken ;  that  laws  are  enacted  only  to  be  violated  ; 
and  that  Great  Britain  has  stood  almost  alone  in  the  sincerity 
of  her  efforts  to  suppress  the  slave-trade,  and  in  the  generous 
— the  almost  incredible  sacrifice  of  treasure  and  of  life  to 
accomplish  her  noble  purpose.  She  has,  however,  toiled  and 
sacrificed  in  vain :  her  cruizcrs  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  and 
elsewhere,  have  not  been  seconded,  to  any  extent,  by  those  of 
other  powers  with  whom  she  is  in  treaty,  and  if  she  has  driven 
the  trade  from  one  part  of  the  coast  it  has  sprung  up  in  ano- 
ther.    "  Under  such  circumstances,"  then,  to  use  the  language 
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of  the  late  Secretary  for  the  Colonics — "  under  sucli  circum- 
stances, to  repress  the  forcii,m  slave-trade  by  a  marine  guard 
would  be  scarcely  possible,  if  the  whole  British  navy  could  be 
employed  for  the  pui-pose.  It  is  an  evil  that  can  never  be 
adequately  encountered  by  any  system  of  mere  prohibition 
and  penalties." 

If  it  be  asked — How  is  the  evil  to  be  overcome  ?  the  Com- 
mittee answer  again — by  the  universal  abolition  of  slavery,  to 
promote  which  great  object  this  Society  has  been  established. 

The  Committee  now  proceed  to  call  attention  to  the  home 
and  foreign  operations  of  the  Society  during  the  past  year. 

HOME  OPERATIONS. 
The  first  subject  in  point  of  importance  which  has  engaged 
the  attention  of  the  Committee  has  been 

'  SLAVERY    IN    BRITISH    INDIA. 

It  will  be  recollected  that  last  year  the  Committee  an- 
nounced the  gratifying  fact  that  the  long-tried  friend  of  the 
Anti-slavery  cause,  Dr  Lushington,  had,  at  their  solicitation, 
undertaken  to  bring  the  question  of  slavery  in  the  eastern 
part  of  the  British  Empire,  and  its  dependencies,  under  the 
consideration  of  the  House  of  Commons.  Cii'cumstances, 
however,  over  which  that  honourable  gentleman  had  no  con- 
trol, prevented  him  from  doing  so  ;  and  at  the  close  of  the 
session  he  retired  from  a  position  in  parliament,  wliich  he  had 
60  long,  so  usefully,  and  so  honourably  occupied.  The  Com- 
mittee are  convinced  that  the  friends  of  the  Anti-slavery 
cause  generally  will  unite  with  them  in  the  expression  of  their 
deep  regret  that  it  has  lost  the  public  services  of  so  distin- 
guished an  advocate ;  and  would  cherish  the  hope  that  others 
may  be  raised  wp  who,  with  equal  sincerity  and  zeal,  ability 
and  eloquence,  shall  plead  the  cause  and  defend  the  rights  of 
the  suffering  and  oppressed. 

During  the  election  which  followed  the  late  dissolution  of 
parliament,  the  committee  actively  exerted  themselves  in  diiFu- 
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»mg  information  on  slavery  in  India  among  the  electors,  and 
specially  called  the  attention  of  all  candidates  for  seats  in  the 
House  of  Commons  to  the  same  subject.  They  followed  this 
up  by  a  memorial  to  the  Right  Hon.  Sir  Kobert  Peel,  which 
was  presented  to  him  by  a  large  deputation,  composed  of  mem- 
bers of  the  committee  and  friends  from  the  coimtry,  in  which 
they  laid  before  him  the  condition  and  the  claims  of  the  Indian 
slave.  Subsequently  to  this  interview,  a  deputation  from  the 
committee  waited  on  Lord  EUenborough,  then  President  of  the 
Board  of  Control,  and  noAv  Governor-general  of  India,  but 
found  that  whilst  the  subject  had  not  escaped  the  attention  of 
the  prime  minister  and  his  colleague,  no  plan  had  been  matiu-ed 
for  securing  the  object  desired.  They  next  turned  their  atten- 
tion towards  the  House  of  Commons  for  the  pui-pose  of  securing 
the  assistance  of  hon.  members  in  bringing  the  case  before 
parliament,  and  hoped  that,  as  soon  as  the  excitement  connected 
with  the  great  political  questions  of  the  day  had  subsided,  the 
cry  of  the  slave  for  deliverance  would  have  been  hetud.  In 
the  mean  time  the  report  of  the  law  commissioners  of  India  and 
other  important  dociunents,  on  die  subject  of  slavery  and  the 
slave-trade  in  that  part  of  our  dominions,  have  been  printed  by 
the  House  of  Commons,  and  carefully  analysed  by  the  Com- 
mittee. The  case  is  therefore  ripe  for  discussion;  and  they 
trust  they  wiU  soon  be  able  to  aimounce  that  some  hon.  mem- 
ber is  prepared  to  move  that  slavery,  in  whatever  form  it  may 
exist,  in  any  part  of  the  British  Empire,  shall  be  immediately 
imd  for  ever  abolished.  It  is,  perhaps,  due  to  the  law  com- 
missioners and  the  late  Governor-general  of  India  to  state  that, 
although  diflcrmg  very  widely  in  opinion  on  some  points,  they 
unite  in  various  rules  and  regulations  being  necessary  to  miti- 
gate the  state  of  slavery  with  a  view  to  its  ultimate  abolition. 
Lord  Auckland,  especially,  recommends  the  enactment  of  a  law 
to  diminish  the  authority  and  control  of  the  master  over  liis 
slave,  but  none  of  them  contemplate  its  immediate  luid  entire 
extinction. 
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SLAVERY    IN    THE    BKITISH    SETTLEMENTS    IN    THE    EAST. 

The  existence  of  slavery  in  Ceylon  has  long  been  a  subject 
under  the  consideration  of  government,  and  measures  have  from 
time  to  time  been  suggested  to  the  authorities  of  that  island, 
with  a  view  to  its  abolition  ;  but  uito  these  measures  none  of 
the  successive  governors  appear  to  have  entered  with  a  sincere 
dcsue  to  accomplish  that  object.  In  consecpicnce  of  this  state 
of  tilings  the  Committee  felt  it  to  be  their  duty  to  urge  on  the 
attention  of  the  late  colonial  secretary,  Lord  John  Russell,  the 
necessity  of  immediately  issuing  an  order  in  council  (Ceylon 
being  a  crown  colony)  for  its  entire  abolition.  In  reply  to 
their  suggestion,  they  were  inibrmed  by  him  that  the  governor 
of  that  colony  had  been  called  upon  "  to  furnish  a  report  on 
the  actual  state  of  slavery  in  Ceylon,  with  an  expression  on  the 
part  of  liis  lordship  of  liis  anxiety  to  abolish  every  vestige  of 
slavery  therein."  What  steps  may  have  been  taken  in  conse- 
quence, the  Conunittee  are  not  at  present  able  to  report. 

The  Committee  also  memorialised  the  late  Board  of  Control 
on  the  existence  of  slavery  in  ISIalacca,  Singapore,  Penang, 
and  Province  "Wellesley,  pointing  out  its  deplorable  character, 
and  the  fact  of  a  slave-trade  of  an  atrocious  nature  having 
grown  up  with  it.  They  pointed  out  also  that  slavery  in  these 
settlements  had  not  even  the  plea  of  a  legal  existence,  and 
ought,  therefore,  to  be  inrmctUately  terminated.  Their  memo- 
rial has  been  transmitted  by  the  government  to  the  Governor- 
general  of  India,  and  they  trust  they  ^vill  soon  be  able  to 
report  that  their  wishes  have  been  complied  with. 

\VEST    INDIA    COLONIES. 

The  Committee  have  Avatched  with  intense  interest  the  pro- 
gress of  emancipation  in  the  West  India  colonies,  and  are  happy 
to  report  that  the  general  good  conduct  of  the  emancipated 
slaves  continues  to  be  deserving  of  the  liighest  praise.  It  is 
evident,  from  the  united  testimony  of  the  authorities  in  the 
colonies,  that  they  are  rapidly  advancing  in  intelligence,  moral 
excellence,  and,  in  some  instances,  in  wealth.    There  are,  how- 


..^^:^>i. 


24 

ever,  the  Committee  regret  to  say,  many  circumstances  existing 
which  prevent  the  fixll  development  of  the  system  of  free- 
laboiir,  and,  consequently,  the  general  prosperity  of  the  colo- 
nies. The  want  of  confidence  exliibited  by  the  proprietors  of 
estates  or  theii-  agents  towards  the  negroes,  and  the  attempt 
to  coerce  labour  under  a  system  of  freedom,  by  adjusting  a 
scheme  of  rents  for  huts  and  provision  grounds  of  the  most 
vicious,  unreasonable,  and  oppressive  character,  and  by  com- 
binations to  reduce  the  price  of  labour  below  its  fair  and  just 
level,  has  led  to  such  results  as  might  have  been  anticipated  ; 
the  negroes  have  withheld  labour  where  they  could,  and  have 
sought  refuge  from  oppression  by  the  purchase  of  land  for 
themselves.  The  state  of  tlie  law  and  its  administration  has 
also  had  an  evil  effect.  The  Committee,  however,  ai-e  happy  to 
say  that,  in  this  respect,  much  has  been  done  by  the  home 
government  to  soften  the  rigour  and  remove  the  inequalities  of 
the  law  which  recently  existed,  yet  much  remains  to  be  done  ; 
and  they  are  satisfied  that  nothing  short  of  a  thorough  revision 
of  the  whole  mass  of  colonial  enactments,  or  rather  their  super- 
session by  one  uniform  code  of  laws,  and  a  re-construction  of 
the  courts  of  judicature,  will  meet  the  demands  of  justice  or 
secure,  permanently  and  efficiently,  the  rights  of  persons  and 
of  property.  Another  disturbing  cause  has  been  the  want  of 
capital  to  secure  labour,  or  to  pay  for  it  regularly  and  punctually; 
but  for  this,  cultivation  would  have  been  extended  in  various 
quarters,  and  much  valuable  produce  would  have  been  saved 
from  destruction.  Another  cause  which  has  operated  unfa- 
vourably has  been  bad  management.  Ey  this  the  Committee 
mean  that  the  same  unbending  sternness  and  violence  of  man- 
ner which  characterised  the  planters  during  the  period  of 
slavery,  when  the  power  of  the  lash  was  in  their  hands,  has  been 
allowed  to  actuate  their  conduct,  in  too  many  instances,  under 
the  new  system.  This  has  begotten  opposition  and  contests, 
which  have  always  ended  to  the  disadvantage  of  the  estates. 
But  wherever  fairness  and  honesty,  tact  and  good  humour, 
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have  taken  th(^  place  of  violence  and  deceit,  they  have  been 
met  by  corresponding  efforts  on  the  part  of  the  negroes  to  ad- 
vance the  interests  of  their  employers.  It  may  now  be  consi- 
dered an  estabKshed  fact,  that  Avhere  the  greatest  liberality  has 
been  manifested  there  the  greatest  success  has  been  obtained, 
and  the  expenses  of  cultivation  most  reduced.  The  Committee 
are  gratified  in  being  able  to  state  that,  with  the  exception  of 
Demerara,  the  crops  in  the  colonies  generally,  for  the  present 
and  the  ensuing  year,  i)romise  to  be  much  larger  than  any  since 
the  freedom  of  the  negroes  has  been  established.  This  arises 
from  a  better  understanding  existing  between  the  employers 
and  the  labourers,  and  from  the  colonies  having  been  blessed 
recently  Avith  more  favourable  seasons  than  for  several  years 
past,  during  M'hich  droughts,  of  almost  unparalleled  duration, 
destroyed  large  portions  of  the  crops. 

IMMIGRATION    INTO    THE    BRITISH    COLONIES, 

A  great  but,  as  the  Committee  believe,  a  fictitious  demand 
for  labour  has  arisen  in  the  colonies.  This  has  led  to  various 
schemes  of  immigration,  both  of  a  public  and  private  nature, 
which  have  resulted  in  a  large  expenditure  of  money,  and  a 
vast  waste  of  human  life.  Against  these  schemes  they  have 
earnestly  protested ;  and  have  used  their  best  exertions  to 
limit  their  extension  where  they  could  not  prevent  them  alto- 
gether. The  Committee  are  by  no  means  opposed  to  the 
spontaneous  emigration  of  free  persons  to  the  British  Colonies, 
nor  to  the  unchecked  circulation  of  labour  among  the  colonies 
themselves;  but  they  have  felt  it  to  be  their  duty,  on  grounds 
of  humanity,  to  oppose  the  emigration  of  Europeans  to  them 
as  field  labourers,  and  to  warn  their  countrjTncn  against  the 
delusions  attempted  to  be  practised  on  them  by  interested 
men.  The  melancholy  result  in  the  sacrifice  of  human  life, 
of  those  who  were  duped,  the  Committee  lament  to  say,  far 
exceeded  their  fearful  anticipations;  and  M-ill,  they  trust 
prove  a  beacon  of  warning  in  futiu'c  to  the  imwary. 
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The  Committee  have  also  opposed  the  immigration  of 
Coolies,  or  other  Indian  labourers,  into  INlaiuitius,  on  the 
various  grounds  set  forth  in  their  memorials  to  government, 
petitions  to  parHament,  and  the  pamphlets  they  have  circulated 
on  the  subject.  Feeling  the  great  importance  of  this  subject, 
they  obtained  an  interview  by  deputation  with  the  present 
Colonial  Secretary ;  and  though  they  received  from  Lord 
Stanley  every  assui'ance  that,  should  the  measure  be  carried 
into  effect,  every  regulation  should  be  adopted  to  prevent  the 
recurrence  of  the  frightful  evils  which  formerly  took  place, 
they  are  satisfied  that,  to  use  the  language  of  Lord  Auckland, 
late  Governor -general  of  India,  "no  strictness  of  regulation, 
and  no  vigilance  on  the  part  of  the  authorities,  wou.ld  imme- 
diately prevent  the  infliction  of  grievous  oppressions  and 
deceits  upon  lai-ge  numbers  of  persons,  helpless  from  their 
poverty  and  from  their  utter  ignorance  and  inexperience." 

But,  great  as  are  the  objections  which  the  Committee  feel 
to  the  emigration  of  Europeans  and  Indian  labourers  to  the 
colonies,  their  objection  to  the  peopling  of  them  by  the  natives 
of  Africa  is,  if  possible,  still  greater  ;  because,  in  their  opinion, 
it  involves  the  renewal  of  the  slave-trade  by  this  country,  and 
the  inevitable  extension  of  it  by  others.  Free  emigi-ation  from 
Africa  is,  they  believe,  utterly  hopeless ;  but  the  Committee 
beg  to  refer,  for  theii-  general  rea.sons  against  it,  to  a  short 
paper  they  have  dra-\vn  up  and  cuculatcd  throughout  the 
country  on  this  important  subject,  entitled  "  Emigration  from 
Africa  to  the  West  Indies."  At  the  present  time  there  is  a 
parliamentary  inquiry  going  forward,  the  object  of  which  is  to 
ascertain  the  feasibility  of  the  proposed  scheme.  The  Com- 
mittee ai-e  watching  the  progress  of  this  inquiry  -vvith  deep  soH- 
citude,  and  eai-nestly  call  upon  theii-  friends  to  be  prepared  to 
resist  any  measure  the  effect  of  which  shall  be,  directly  or  indi- 
rectly, to  give  a  new  impetus  and  vigour  to  the  African  slave- 
trade. 
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FISCAL  REGULATIONS  IN  FAVOUR  OF  FREE  LABOUR. 

In  the  prosecution  of  their  labours,  the  Committee  have  felt 
it  to  be  thcii-  duty  to  chaw  the  attention  of  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  to  the  importance  of  admitting  the  produce  of 
free  labour,  come  from  Avhat  country  it  may,  into  full  competi- 
tion -vvith  that  from  the  British  Colonies  generally  ;  to  the 
necessity  of  reducing  the  duties  on  free  labour-  sugar,  so  as  to 
increase  its  consumption  by  diminishing  its  price  ;  and  to  the 
propriety  of  relieving  W(>st  Indian  commerce  from  the  res- 
trictions Avhich  impede  its  full  development  and  prosj^crity. 
These  measures,  coui)led  with  a  really  spontaneous  immigra- 
tion, the  Committee  are  persuaded  Avould  have  the  effect  of 
securing  an  ample  supply  of  tropical  production,  at  moderate 
prices,  to  the  jjeople  of  tliis  country ;  Avould  increase  the 
revenue,  and  enable  the  British  planter  to  compete  with  the 
slave-holder  in  other  markets  than  his  own.  In  support  of  these 
views,  a  deputation  from  the  Committee  waited  upon  the  Earl 
of  Ripon,  and  had  a  long  interview  with  him  and  his  colleague, 
Mr  Gladstone,  to  whom,  as  M'ell  as  to  Lord  Stanley,  they  sub- 
sequently submitted  then-  views  on  the  subject  of  immigration 
into  the  West  Indies. 

15RTTISII  SVHJECTS  HOLDING  SLAVES  IN  FOREIGN  STATES. 

In  their  last  report  the  Committee  referred  to  the  painful 
circumstance  that  British  subjects,  both  at  home  and  abroad, 
•were  deeply  implicated  as  the  holders  of  slaves  and  the  abettors 
of  the  slave-trade  in  foreign  states.  Subsequently  to  that  period 
they  presented  a  petition  to  the  House  of  Lords,  settmg  forth 
at  large  the  l\xcts  that  had  come  within  then  knowledge  on  the 
subject;  and  asked  for  a  committee  of  inquhy  for  the  purpose 
of  proving  them,  and  for  the  extension  of  the  la^s,  if'  they 
were  not  found  sufficiently  comprehensive  for  the  punishment 
of  all  persons  so  engaged.  In  an  elaborate  speech  delivered 
by  Lord  Brougham,  on  the  presentation  of  the  petition,  he 
gave  a  luminous  exposition  of  the  state  of  the  law  relative  to 
the  slave-trade  ;  and  demonstrated  the  illegality  of  most  of  the 
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cases  referred  to.  That  speech  the  Cominittee  printed  for 
general  distribution.  It  is  understood  that  the  government 
have  not  finally  decided  upon  the  course  it  will  be  proper  for 
them  to  pursue  to  prevent  such  disgraceful  proceedings  in 
future.  They  believe,  however,  there  is  no  indisposition  on 
the  part  of  the  present  administration  to  do  what  may  be  ne- 
cessary to  secure  the  great  ends  contemplated  by  the  slave-trade 
abolition  act. 

FOREIGN  OPERATIONS. 

UNITED  STATES. 

At  the  last  anniversary  of  the  society,  the  Committee  an- 
nounced that  their  devoted  friend  Joseph  Sturge  had  felt  it  to 
be  his  duty  to  proceed  to  the  United  States  on  an  anti-slavery 
mission.  After  spending  some  months  in  that  country  in 
various  useful  and  laborious  engagements,  which  the  Committee 
believe  have  tended  greatly  to  advance  the  cause  of  the  slave 
and  to  strengthen  the  bonds  of  union  between  the  abolitionists 
of  the  two  countries,  he  returned  hither  to  renew  his  labours 
in  promoting  the  great  general  object  of  this  society.  The 
particulars  of  his  interesting  tour  in  the  United  States  have 
been  given  to  the  public  in  a  volume  entitled  "  A  Visit  to  the 
United  States."  From  this  publication,  and  from  the  inform- 
ation subsequently  derived  from  that  country,  it  is  quite  clear 
that  whatever  division  of  opinion  may  have  prevented  unity  of 
action  among  the  friends  of  the  Anti-slavery  cause,  their  prin- 
ciples are  rapidly  advancing,  and  their  ultimate  success  certain. 
The  recent  debates  and  collisions  in  Congress  on  the  right  of 
petition,  in  its  relation  to  slavery  and  its  kindred  subjects,  has 
awakened  the  public  mind  to  the  enormous  power  of  the  pro- 
slavery  party  in  the  legislature  and  government  of  the  country, 
and  its  injurious  influence  on  public  liberty,  and  has  begotten 
a  spirit  of  resistance  in  the  free  states  which  cannot  be  con- 
trolled. Indications  that  the  crisis  of  the  Anti-slavery  cause  is 
not  far  distant  are  not  wanting,  and  its  friends  are  full  of  conii- 
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dcMico  that  the  issue  will  ho  iu  i'aAour  of  tlic  iVccdoiu  of  (he 
slave. 

The  Meiuliaii  Afiieaiis,  so  long-  the  objects  oi"  deep  interest 
to  the  abolitionists  of  the  United  States  and  of  tliis  eountiy,  are 
safely  arrived  at  Sierra  Leone  on  their  way  to  their  families  and 
Ironies.  The  Comniittce  feel  it  to  be  their  duty  to  record  their 
gratitude  to  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen,  for  the  interest  he  has  taken 
in  their  welfare,  and  for  the  reception  given  to  them  by  the 
authoiities  of  that  colony. 

The  Committee  are  hai>])y  to  state  that  the  slaves  of  the 
"  Creole,"  an  American  vessel  brought  into  one  of  the  Bahama 
Islands  under  circumstances  of  an  extraordinary  character,  are 
now  in  possession  of  complete  freedom.  Nineteen  of  the  niunber 
stood  charged  Mith  mutiny  and  m\irder,  but  these  have  been 
discharged  out  of  custody  by  order  of  the  government.  Thus 
by  the  mere  fact  of  touching  the  free  soil  of  one  of  the  distant 
dependencies  of  this  country,  one  hunched  and  thirty  five 
human  beings,  destined  to  interminable  bondage  in  the  slave 
states  of  America,  have  become  possessed  of  the  rights  and  im- 
munities of  free  men.  To  the  great  legal  authorities  who  may 
be  said  to  have  given  judgment  in  their  case  in  the  House  of 
Lords,  and  to  the  government,  the  thanks  of  the  friends  of 
freedom  and  humanity  are  due  for  the  course  they  have  pur- 
sued in  this  important  affair.  One  thing  only  remains  to  be 
done  by  the  Queen's  mmisters  ;  and  that  is,  peremptorily  to 
resist  the  demand  of  the  United  States'  government  for  com- 
pensation for  the  loss  of  these  slaves. 

It  appears  that  the  old  and  favourite  project  of  the  slave- 
holders of  the  United  States,  to  annex  the  republic  of  Texas  to 
the  Union,  is  again  to  be  attempted,  but  the  Committee  trust 
only  to  be  del'eated.  I'hey  deeply  lament  that  Her  Majesty's 
present  advisers  are  ready  to  confirm  the  treaties  with  that 
country,  entered  into  by  the  late  government,  though  not  yet 
ratified  ;  and  would  hope  that,  if  it  be  not  too  late,  the  subject 
may  be  re-cousidered,  and  tliat  the  great  question  of  human 
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liberty  may  be  held  paramount  to  mere  commercial  advantage, 

if  indeed  any  advantage  can  ultimately  be  derived  flom  wrong-  ;^ 

doing.  I 

BRAZILS.  f 

At  the  suggestion  of  several  devoted  friends  of  this  Society,  ^; 

Mr  and  Mrs   Pilkington,  towards  the  close  of  the  year   1839, 
proceeded  to  the  Brazils  for  the  purpose  of  instituting  an  in- 
quiry into  various  matters  connected  with  the  system  of  slavery,  ^ 
as  existing  in  that  country,  and  the  extent  and  character  of  the  I 
slave-trade.                                                                                                          I 

From  the  valuable  information  collected  by  hun  it  appears  |> 

that  nearly  one  million  of  slaves  had  been  introduced  into  y. 

that  empire  during  a  period  of  Httle  more  than  seven  years 
previous  to  his  arrival — that  British  subjects  were  deeply  im- 
plicated in  the  slave-trade — that  the  Brazilian  mining  companies 
had  their  mines  wrought  principally  by  slaves,  a  considerable 
nvmiber  of  whom  were  purchased  from  slavers  direct  from  the 
coast  of  Africa ;  and  that  theu  condition,  especially  in  reference 
to  punishments  and  want  of  all  means  of  education,  was  such 
as  to  reflect  the  greatest  disgrace  on  the  directing  share-holders 
of  these  companies  with,  the  Committee  regret  to  say,  but  few 
honourable  exceptions  ;  and  that  the  general  condition  of  the 
slave  population  of  that  coimtry  was  extremely  wretched  and 
fearfufty  degraded. 

During  their  sojourn  in  the  Brazils,  Mr  and  ^Mrs  PiUdngton 
circulated  several  thousand  anti-slavery  publications,  and  were 
instriunental  in  awakening  a  deep  interest  in  the    minds    of  •^ 

many  persons  in  the  condition  of  the  slave.  Though  in  the 
present  cuxumstances  of  the  Brazils  there  is  much  to  discourage 
the  friends  of  abohtion,  there  are  also  some  indications  of  the 
progress  of  the  cause  of  humanity,  even  there.  A  growing  con- 
viction of  the  danger  connected  with  the  importation  of  large 
masses  of  slaves — the  better  character  and  cheaper  cost  of  free 
labour  over  slave  labour — and  the  opposition  of  many  of  its  dis- 
tinguiahed  men  to  the  system  of  slavery,  as  equally  unrighteous 
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and  impolitic,  lead  to  the  hope  that,  whenever  tlie  present  pro- 
slavery  ministry  shall  })e  dis])laced,  some  Large  advojices  may 
be  made  in  the  cause  of  abolition. 

HOLLAND. 

The  progress  of  the  anti-slavery  cause  in  Holland  is,  upon 
the  whole,  very  encouraging.  Since  the  last  meetuig  of  this 
society,  anti-slavery  committees  liave  been  formed  at  Rotter- 
dam, the  Hague,  Leyden,  Amsterdam,  Utrecht,  and  Groningen. 
At  the  solicitation  of  their  friends  at  liotterdam,  ]\Ir  G.  W. 
Alexander,  the  treasurer  of  this  society,  accompanied  by  Mr 
John  Scoble,  paid  a  visit  to  Holland  at  the  close  of  the  last 
year,  for  the  purpose  of  intercourse  >vith  the  friends  of 
the  cause  there  ;  and,  during  a  tour  through  the  principal 
cities  of  that  country,  were  much  gratified  by  the  deep 
interest  felt  in  the  condition  of  the  slaves  m  the  Dutch  colonies, 
and  the  many  public  and  private  opportunities  afforded  them 
of  advocating  theh"  cause.  Among  the  gratifying  circumstances 
which  have  occurred,  the  Committee  have  the  pleasm-e  of 
stating  that  the  Netherlands  government  have  come  to  the 
resolution  of  abandoning  the  purchase  of  slaves  in  Africa,  to 
recruit  theh-  military  forces  in  their  distant  dependencies  and 
colonies, 

FRANCE. 

The  Committee  ha^c  watched  Avith  more  than ordmar-y  inte- 
rest the  movements  of  their  anti-slavery  friends  in  France, 
dming  the  past  year,  inasmuch  as  they  beheve  that  the  exam- 
ple of  that  great  coimtry  is  likely  to  operate  more  widely  and 
powerfully  than  that  of  any  other,  on  the  general  question  of 
the  abolition  of  slavery  throughout  the  world.  The  Committee 
indulged  the  hope,  at  the  last  anniversary  of  tlie  society,  that 
the  French  government  would  have  matured  a  measure  for 
terminating  the  existence  of  slavery  in  the  colonies  of  France 
durmg  the  present  sitting  of  the  Chambers.  Obstacles,  how- 
ever, appear  to  have  presented  themselves  which  have  not  yet 
been  surmounted.     Anxious  to  remove  these  obstacles,  and  to 
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prepare  the  way  for  an  early  solution  of  the  question,  the 
French  Society  for  the  abolition  of  slavery,  under  the  presidency 
of  the  Due  de  Broglie,  invited  the  various  kindred  associations 
in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  to  send  representatives  from 
their  bodies  to  attend  the  public  meeting  of  the  society,  pro- 
posed to  be  held  in  Paris  on  the  21st  February  last,  but 
subsequently  postponed  to  the  7th  of  March.  This  invitation 
of  their  friends  was  cheerfully  responded  to  by  this  Society, 
as  well  as  by  the  Hibernian  Anti-slavery  society,  the  Edinburgh 
Anti-slavery  society,  the  Glasgow  Emancipation  society,  and  by 
the  various  Anti-slavery  associations  established  at  Liverpool, 
Birmingham,  Leeds,  Exeter,  Southampton,  Oxford,  Wood- 
bridge,  and  Hitchin.  The  delegates,  twenty  in  number,  were 
most  cordially  and  com-teously  received  ;  and,  although  the 
original  design  of  their  friends  at  Paris  could  not  be  realised 
in  the  manner  at  first  contemplated,  the  Committee  beheve  that 
much  good  was  effected  by  the  presence  and  exertions  of  the 
English  delegates,  whilst  in  the  French  metropoKs. 

SPAIN    AND    PORTUGAL. 

The  accession  of  a  liberal  government  in  Spain,  naturally 
created  in  the  minds  of  the  abolitionists  of  this  country  the 
hope  that  the  bad  faith  which  had,  for  so  many  years,  marked 
the  conduct  of  its  authorities  in  relation  to  the  slave-trade 
would  have  ceased ;  and  that  there  would  have  been  exhibited, 
on  the  part  of  those  who  now  hold  the  reins  of  power,  a  sincere 
determination  to  put  an  end  to  so  great  an  evil.  As  yet  the 
Committee  are  not  able  to  report  officially  what  reply  has  been 
given  to  the  demand  of  the  British  government  for  the  exact 
fulfilment  of  the  Spaixish  treaties  with  this  country ;  but  it  is 
understood  that  the  Regent  either  has  resisted,  or  intends  to 
resist,  the  liberation  of  the  slaves  illicitly  introduced  into  Cuba 
and  Porto  Rico.  On  this  point,  however,  the  Committee 
trust  the  British  government  \n]l  be  firm,  as  they  are  per- 
suaded that  this  is  the  only  effectual  means  by  which  they 
can  secure  the  termination  of  the  slave  traffic  in  those  colonies. 
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How  r.ir  tlio  no\\'-l)orii  /cal  of  tho  authorities  in  Cuba,  in  refer 
cnce  to  tlic  sujipression  of  the  slaAC-trade,  resuUs  from  ])oliey 
or  from  principle^  a  short  time  Avill  j)robably  show  ;  but  the 
Committee",  with  c^very  desire  to  augur  well  of  the  ])rescnt 
movement,  eannot  antieipate  any  great  result  to  flow  from  it, 
Avhile  the  government  of  Spain  refuses  to  vindicate  its  om'U 
laws,  by  enforcing  the  liberation  of  all  slaves  illegally  posses- 
sed, and  thus  honourably  to  fulfil  their  engagements  Avith 
Great  Britain. 

The  Commitieeare  dceidedlv  of  opinion  that  in  Cuba  a  very 
strong  feeling  of  o})iiosition  to  the  continuance  of  the  slave- 
trade  exists,  especially  among  the  Creole  or  native  population, 
but  they  regret  to  say  that,  except  among  a  few  of  the  most 
enlightened  part  of  the  community  in  that  important  colony, 
there  appears  no  desire  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  itself. 

The  recent  visit  of  Messrs  G.  W.  Alexander  and  Benjamin 
AViflin  to  Madrid,  Seville,  Valencia,  Barcelona,  and  Cadiz,  in 
the  prosecution  of  an  Anti-slavery  tour,  has  afforded  them  a 
rencAved  opportunity  of  strengthening  the  hands  of  the  friends 
of  humanity  in  Spain,  and  of  putting  them  in  possession  of 
information  which  cannot  fail  to  be  of  great  use  to  the  cause  of 
abolition  in  that  country. 

The  state  of  the  Anti-slavery  question  in  Portugal  is  not  a 
little  shigular  and  interesting.  AMiere  least  was  to  be  expect- 
ed of  the  jirevalence  of  just  views  and  princi})les,  there  ]\Iessrs 
Alexander  and  A^'ilfen,  Avho  proceeded  thither  from  Spain, 
found  much  to  encourage  them.  Several  individuals,  distin- 
guished by  their  position  in  society,  declared  themseh-es  the 
friends  of  abolition,  and  Avcre  apparently  much  alive  to  the 
movements  of  the  question  in  this  country. 

The  Portuguese  government,  however,  have  not  as  yet 
met  the  just  demands  of  this  country,  bv  crushing  that 
branch  of  the  slave-trade  hitherto  carried  on  so  unblushingly 
under  their  flai?. 
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DENMARK  AND  SWEDEN. 

The  Committee  regret  to  say  that  they  have  no  communica- 
tion of  interest  to  report  of  the  progress  of  the  cause  of  eman- 
cipation in  Demnai'k  or  Sweden  ;  they  cannot  believe,  however, 
that  the  friends  of  humanity  in  those  countries  will  allow  the 
question  to  sleep. 

AFRICA  AND  ASIA TUNIS. 

TiuTiing  from  the  contments  of  Europe  and  America,  the 
Committee  are  much  gratified  in  being  able  to  record  the  fact 
that  His  Highness  the  Bashaw  Bey  of  Tunis,  in  northern 
Africa,  has  not  only  prohibited  the  slave-trade  throughout  his 
territories,  but  has  emancipated  the  slaves  which  belong- 
ed to  him,  and  is  using  his  influence  to  induce  his  subjects  ge- 
nerally to  follow  his  excellent  example.  The  friends  of  the 
abolition  cause  in  Malta  have  presented  to  His  Highness  a 
congratulatory  address  on  the  occasion  ;  and  the  Committee 
have  felt  it  to  be  their  duty  to  forward  to  him,  through  the 
medium  of  the  British  govermnent,  an  address  of  a  similar 
character  to  be  presented  by  the  Consul  of  this  country.  Sir 
Thomas  Reade,  residing  there,  whose  successful  exertions 
in  the  cause  of  hiunanity  the  Committee  would  here  ac- 
knowledge. Nor  can  they  withhold  their  acknowledgements 
from  D.  S.  M'Cauley,  Esq.  and  Colonel  Warrington,  the 
American  and  English  Consuls  in  Tripoli,  for  their  efforts  to 
to  secure  the  abolition  of  the  slave-trade  in  that  state. 

MUSCAT. 

The  Committee  have  also  ^the  pleasure  of  stating  that  the 
Imaun  of  Muscat  has  recently  entered  into  a  treaty  with  this 
country  to  prohibit  the  slave-trade  in  his  dominions  both  in 
eastern  Africa  and  Asia ;  and  it  is  not  improbable  that  some, 
if  not  the  whole,  of  the  Arab  chiefs  on  the  borders  of  the  Red 
Sea  and  Persian  Gulf,  may  be  induced  to  take  the  same 
course.  The  niunber  of  slaves  supposed  hitherto  to  liave  been 
annually  exported  from  the  territories  svibject  to  the  Imaun  of 
Muscat,  is  estimated  at  20,000  annually. 
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CO.NX'LU.SrON. 

In  concludino-  this  summary  statement  connected  with  the 
progress  of  the  abolition  cause,  the  Committee  rejoice  to  say- 
that  there  is  a  manifest  and  rapid  advance  in  the  public  mind 
of  most  countries  in  favour  of  the  liberty  and  happiness  of 
mankind.  In  Afiica,  on  the  death  of  their  chiefs,  two  tribes 
declared  themselves  free.  Even  Ilussia  is  alive  to  the  generous 
impulse,  as  the  Committee  find  by  the  recent  Ukase  of  the 
emperor  in  favour  of  the  serfs  of  that  country  ;  and  although 
he  has  not  been  a])lc  to  realise  all  he  wished,  yet  the  gratitude 
of  all  interested  in  the  welfare  of  their  fellow  men  is  due  to 
him  for  what  he  designed,  and  the  hope  cherished  that  he  may 
live  to  see  the  relics  of  a  tyrannical  age  and  a  barbarous  people 
swept  from  his  vast  dominions. 

The  Committee  have  now  the  pleasure  to  announce  that,  in 
accordance  with  the  intimation  already  given  to  their  friends  in 
America  and  Europe,  and  in  unison  with  their  wishes,  the 
next  general  Anti-slavery  convention  will  be  held  in  London, 
on  Tuesday  the  13th  of  June,  1843,  to  which  the  friends  of 
the  Universal  Abolition  of  Slavery  and  the  Slave-trade,  from 
all  parts  of  the  Avorld,  are  cordially  and  respectfully  invited. 


Although  the  Committee,  in  the  foregoing  Keport,  have  not 
appealed  to  the  friends  of  the  Anti-slavery  cause  generally 
tlii-oughout  the  British  Empire,  to  aid  the  funds  of  the  Society 
by  their  contributions,  they  feel  that,  looking  at  the  nature  and 
magnitude  of  the  objects  it  has  in  vie^^',  the  principles  on  which 
it  is  based,  and  the  measure  of  success  wliich  has  already 
crowned  its  efforts,  they  may  very  properly  do  so,  and  indulge 
the  hope  that  those  friends  will  cheerfully  respond  to  the  call. 
The  field  of  Anti-slavery  exertion  is  widening  in  everv  di- 
rection, and  the  necessity  for  increased  labor  becoming  more 
and  more  apparent  and  jn-essing.  To  meet  the  demand  thus 
made  upon  the  Society  is  the  anxious  desu-e  of  its  Committee  ; 
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but  this  can  only  be  clone  by  increased  and  liberal  contri- 
butions to  its  funds.  During  the  past  year  the  Committee 
have  had  to  acknowledge  several  generous  donations  from  indi- 
viduals, ever  prompt  to  aid  this  benevolent  work,  but  especially 
the  munificent  donation  of  £800,  presented  to  the  Society  by 
the  Standing  Committee  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  from 
funds  at  their  disposal. 

The  Committee  would  add,  that  as  the  General  Anti- 
Slavery  Convention,  which  they  have  summoned  to  meet  in  | 
London  in  1843,  will  be  attended  not  only  with  great  labor,  | 
but  with  considerable  expense  over  and  above  the  ordinary  | 
expenditure  of  the  Society,  they  trust  the  aid  afforded  them  will  * 
be  proportioned  thereto. 


11];^   TJie  attentio7i  of  the  readei'  is  respectfully  directed  to 
the  contents  of  the  appendix. 


A  r  r  E  N  D  I  X. 
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Tin-:  SLAVE-TRAIJE.— ITS  EXTENT. 

The  following  Tables,  compiled  exclusively  from  the  official  papers 
relative  to  the  slave-trade,  presented  annually  to  parliament,  will  give 
some  idea  of  the  enormous  extent  to  which  it  is  still  carried  on. 


Abstract  of  tlie  number  of  slavers  which  have  sailed  from  the  Port  of 
Havana  for  Africa,  from  1822  to  1839  inclusive,  most  of  which  have  re- 
turned in  safety  with  their  cargoes  of  human  beings — viz. 

From     1822     to     1827     inclusive     138  vessels. 
1828     to     1833  „  238     do. 

„         1834     to     1839  „  382     do. 

Total  758 

The  increase  during  the  sexennial  periods  ending  in  1833  and  1839,  as 
compared  with  that  ending  in  1827,  cannot  fail  to  engage  attention,  and 
affords  a  sticking  proof  of  the  increased  energy  and  activity  with  which 
the  slave-trade  is  prosecuted  in  Cuba. 

As  it  respects  the  Havana,  the  lists  furnished  from  year  to  year  by  the 
British  functionaries  resident  there  are  defective,  and  the  probability  is, 
that  many  more  slavers  sailed  for  Africa  from  tliat  port  than  arc  given 
above.  On  this  point  Her  Majesty's  Commissioners,  m  a  communication 
to  Lord  Palmerston,  dated  Havana,  1st  January,  1840,  observe,  "  From 
these  lists  your  lordship,  considering  especially  the  greater  degree  of  accu- 
racy than  formerly  to  be  ascribed  to  them,  on  account  of  the  sources  from 
which  they  have  been  obtained,  might  perha])s  at  fii-st  be  led  to  conclude 
that  the  trade  during  the  last  year  had  somewhat  decreased,  insomuch  as 
in  1837  and  1838  tlie  number  of  vessels  cleared  out  was  seventy-one  in 
each  year,  while  in  the  last  it  was  only  fifty-nine;  but  we  fear  this  "decrease 
is  to  be  ascribed  solely  to  the  fact  of  the  slave-dealers  removing  their 
depots,  feeling  the  inconvenience  of  being  under  greater  observation  here 
than  in  other  ports  of  the  island,  and  of  finding,  at  the  same  time,  those 
other  ports  more  contiguous  to  the  new  estates,  for  which  the  former  de- 
mand for  slaves  continues  undiminished."  (Cla.ss  A.  further  series,  1840, 
p.  36.) 

The  number  of  slavers  which  sailed  from  the  oi^t-ports  of  Cuba  durin" 
the  above  period  cannot  be  ascertained.  Some  idea,  however,  of  the  ac- 
tivity of  the  nefarious  traffic  in  the  out-ports,  may  be  gathered  from  the 
following  statements — viz.  "Of  forty-one  cargoes  of  slaves  brought  to  Cuba 
in  1839,  it  was  ascertained  that  18  were  landed  in  or  near  Guanimar;  4 
in  or  near  Trinidad ;  4  in  or  near  Mariel ;  1  in  or  near  Puentc  de  Guauos 
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1  in  or  near  Cabanas ;  2  in  or  near  Banes ;  1  in  or  near  Cogimar ;  2  in  or 
near  Santa  Cruz ;  5  in  or  near  Camarioca ;  2  in  or  near  St.  Jago  de  Cuba ; 
and  1  in  or  near  Ccenimar.  Where  the  remaining  cargoes  were  unladen 
could  not  be  ascertained."  (Class  B.   1840,  p.  oO.) 


The  number  of  slaves  said  to  have  been  landed  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
the  Havana,  from  1830  to  1839,  both  inclusive,  founded  on  returns  fur- 
nished by  Her  Majesty's  Commissioners — viz. 

From  1830  to  1834,  inclusive,  159  slavers  landed  48,800  slaves. 
„      1835  to  1839,         „         191  ditto  71,638  ditto. 


350  vessels  120,438  slave 


Portuguese 

40  vessel: 

American 

11 

Spanish 

19        „ 

Brazilian 

—        „ 

Monte  Videan 



French 

—        J, 

Swedish 

1 

Hamburghese 

— 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  slavers  which  sailed  from  the 
Havana  in  the  years  1837,  1838,  and  1839,  for  the  coast  of  Africa,  and  to 
what  flags  they  respectively  belonged. 

1837.                           1838.  1839. 

42  vessels.  20  vessels. 

19        „  23 

S        „  8 

I        „  —        „ 

—        „  1         .. 


71  71  59 

On  the  5th  May,  1840,  Lord  Palmerston  transmitted  the  British  Com- 
missioners' lists  of  vessels  which  had  arrived  at  the  Havana  from,  and 
sailed  thence  to,  the  Coast  of  Africa  between  the  1st  July,  1839,  and  the 
31st  Januarv',  1840.  In  a  communication  from  the  Commissioners  at 
Sierra  Leone  to  the  noble  lord,  dated  29th  July,  1840,  they  say,  "  Of  the 
fifty  vessels  mentioned  in  these  lists,  there  have  been  condemned  here  the 
following:  1,  the  Dos  Amijo.s,  in  September  1839;  2,  the  Victoria  and 
Jose/ina,  in  October  1839;  3,  the  Fortuna,  Laiendeiia,  and  Magdelina, 
in  December  1839;  2,  the  Lark  and  .-/st?,  in  March  1840;  and  1,  the  Oc- 
tavia,  in  June  1840;"  beside.s  which  "The  liutterjiij,  under  American 
colours,  was  also  seized  by  one  of  her  Majesty's  cruizers,  the  Brigantine 
Dolphin,  and  has  lately  been  condemned  at  New  York  for  her  connexion 
with  the  slave-trade." 

"  From  the  reports  of  the  Havana  Commissioners  it  appears  that  two 
only  of  the  vessels  named  by  them  were  employed  in  an  unquestionably 
lawful  manner^ — ^viz.,  the  American  schooner  Mary,  and  the  Spanish  brig 
Augusta,  leaving  forty-eight  vessels,  of  all  sizes,  as  the  number  known  in 
the  port  of  Havana  connected  with  the  slave-trade,  for  the  seven  months 
named  by  the  Commisslonei-s,  of  the  fate  of  one-fifth  only  of  which  we  are 
at  present  informed."  (Class  A.,  Slave-trade  Papers,  1840,  p.  145.) 

Note. — From  the  periodical  reports  of  the  Commissioners  at  the  Ha- 
vana, it  api)ears  that  forty-seven  slavers  sailed  from  that  port  between  the 
Ist  January-  and  the  31st' October,  1840,  of  which  31  were  Portuguese,  9 
American, 'O  Spanish,  and  1  French.  These  returns,  however,  arc  ver)- 
inaccurate.     The  probability  is  that  at  least  sixty  left  the  Havana  alone  on 
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Rlave-trading  adventures,  during  the  first  ten  months  ol"  1810.  (Claiis  A. 
blave-trade  Papers,  1840,  p]).  284,  285.) 


Extract  of  an  important  communication  received  in  January,  1842,  from 
a  distinguished  individual  residing  at  the  Havana,  on  tlie  best  means  of 
suppressing  the  slave-trade. 

"  The  oldest  and  strongest  portion  of  the  Spanisli  mercantile  marine  is 
devoted  to  this  piratical  em])loyment.  From  the  various  jiorts  of  the  island, 
and  from  some  of  those  of  the  Peninsular,  more  especially  from  Cadiz  and 
Barcelona,  from  one  hundred  to  one  hundred  and  fifty  vessels  are  annually 
dispatched  to  the  coast  of  Africa.  On  tlie  average,  about  forty  enter  the 
I)ort  of  Havana,  twenty  at  Matanzas,  and  about  forty  between  Trinidad 
and  Santiago  de  Cuba.  They  measure  from  seventy  to  five  hundred  tons 
each,  and  carry  from  two  luuidred  to  eight  hundred  negroes  in  the  confined 
space  or  'tween  decks  prepared  for  the  pur])ose.  About  20  per  cent,  of 
the  cargoes  perish  on  the  average  in  the  course  of  the  middle  passage. 
But  this  loss  is  of  small  ])ecuniaiy  consideration,  if  we  refiect  that  the  nett 
profit  on  a  shipment  of  five  hundred  negroes,  landed  in  the  island,  may  be 
estimated  at  from  120,000  to  l;JO,()0()  dollars  at  the  least,  the  originalcost 
not  having  been  more  than  3o,000  or  40,000  dollars.  In  Africa  the  factors 
or  captains  j)ay  from  50  to  60  dollars  a  head  for  the  negroes,  according  to 
the  place  where  the  i)urchase  is  made,  and  the  state  of  the  market  at  the 
time ;  whereas,  in  the  Havana  they  are  sold  in  the  Bairacoons  at  from  340 
to  360  dollars;  and  although  the  sale  is  on  a  credit  of  six  or  twelve 
months,  yet  interest  on  that  interval  is  always  charged  at  the  rate  of  from 
9  to  12  per  cent,  per  annum." 


Sir  Fowell  Buxton  in  his  work,  "The  Slave-trade  and  its  Remedj," 
computes  the  annual  importation  of  slaves  into  Cuba  at  60,000,  and  into 
Puerto  Rico  7,000,  together  67,000.  This  may  probably  be  too  high  a 
■sum ;  yet  when  the  known  decrease  in  the  slave  population  of  the  Spanish 
Colonies,  by  deaths  over  births,  which  at  the  lowest  point  is  reckoned  to 
be  5  per  cent,  per  annum,  is  considered  in  connexion  with  the  rapid 
mcrease  by  importations,  the  latter  must  at  least  reach  50,000  per 
annum;  and  the  demand  continues  unabated.  "  Of  the  great  demand  for 
negroes,"  say  Her  Majesty's  Commissioners,  "we  cannot  give  a  stronger 
proof  than  the  fact  that  even  Mozambique  Africans,  who  formerly  sold 
onl^-  for  about  300  dollars  per  head,  are  now  at  an  average  of  425  dollars, 
while  the  planters  continue  their  exertions  to  obtain  greater  quantities  of 
sugar  than  ever."  (Class  A.  1838-9,  pp.  115,  116;  and  Class  A,  further 
series,  1840,  pp.  37,  38.) 


BRAZIL. 
Abstract  of  the  number  of  slavers  known  to  have  landed  theii-  slaves  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Kio  de  Janeiro,  in  the  yeai-s   1837,  1838,  and  1839, 
viz: — 

1837  92  vessels  about  41,600  slaves 

1838  84      „  „      36,974      ., 

1839  68      „  „      30,360      „ 


244  slavers  108,934  slaves 

Note  : — These  slavers  form  but  a  small  part  of  the  whole  number  which 
unloaded  their  cargoes  of  human  beings  in  Brazil,  during  the  three  vearKi 
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mentioned.  The  negroes  they  had  on  board  were  landed  in  the  immediate 
vicinity  of  Rio  de  Janeiro.  How  many  in  addition  were  landed  in  the 
province  of  Rio,  it  is  impossible  to  say,  any  more  than  we  can  collect  the 
numbers  landed  in  the  provinces  of  Pernambuco,  Bahia,  Para,  and  Maran- 
ham.  The  departures  of  slavers  for  Africa  from  the  three  ports  of  Rio, 
Bahia,  and  Pernambuco,  from  the  1st  January  to  the  30th  June,  1840, 
appears  by  the  consular  returns,  to  have  been  31 — viz  :  Rio,  18  ;  Bahia,  t) ; 
and  Pernambuco,  4.  The  arrivals  are  stated  to  be  at  Rio,  9  ;  Bahia,  8 ; 
Pernambuco,  7  ;  Maranham,  3 ;  in  all,  27.  Number  captured  and  con- 
demned at  Rio  between  1st  January  and  oth  July,  1840,  2  only. 

Some  idea,  however,  of  the  extent  of  the  Brazilian  slave-trade  may  be 
formed  from  the  fact,  that  the  mortality  is  ascertained  to  be  in  the  ratio 
of  five  in  the  hundred,  beyond  the  annual  births.  Now,  taking  the  slave 
population  at  the  low  estimate  of  two  millions,  one  hundred  thousand 
negroes  are  annually  required  to  keep  up  the  strength  of  the  gangs.  In 
the  province  of  Rio  de  Janeiro,  there  are  900  sugar  estates,  only  fifty  of 
them  are  worked  by  machinery ;  in  the  province  of  Bahia,  there  are  600 
sugar  estates,  upon  only  IJO  is  machinery  used;  and  in  the  province  of 
Pernambuco  there  are  oOO  sugar  works,  sixty  of  which  ara  Morked  by 
water,  and  two  by  steam — manual  labor  is  therefore  in  great  request ;  and 
none  but  blacks  liave  yet  been  found  equal  to  the  cultivation  of  the  sugar 
cane.  The  Brazilian  planters,  whatever  may  be  said  to  the  contrary,  deem 
it  of  vital  importance  to  im])ort  "  African  slaves  Avithout  restraint."  For 
the  proof  of  this,  the  reader  is  referred  to  a  memorial  presented  to  the 
deputes  in  1839,  urging  the  repeal  of  the  laws  which  interdict  the  free 
importation  of  slaves  into  Brazil.  In  that  document,  the  provincial  assem- 
bly of  Bahia  say,  "  Brazil,  accustomed  for  nearly  three  centuries  to  employ 
slaves,  and  to  be  supplied  with  them,  as  an  anuual  provision  from  Africa, 
paid  little  attention  to  the  encouragement  of  their  ])rogressive  increase  by 
re-production  ;  in  the  view  that  from  this  incrca.se  such  annual  supi)ly  might 
be  dispensed  with,  and  by  such  means,  whilst  the  free  trade  in  slaves  con- 
tinued, the  country  should  never  want  hands  to  keep  up  and  feed  the 
husbandry  of  the  soil."  The  assembly  then  admit  the  existence  of  the 
contraband  slave  trade  in  defiance  of  the  law,  and  the  treaty  with  England  ; 
and  then  urge  the  abrogation  of  the  law  which  prohibits  the  introduction 
of  slaves,  on  the  giound  that  a  transgi-ession  so  immoral  and  deceitful  may 
be  obviated,  an  evil  which  Providence  alone,  whom  we  supplicate,  can  in 
some  measure  lessen.  They  urge  the  repeal  with  gicat  earnestness,  as  the 
prosperity  of  the  produce  depends  on  tlie  culture  of  the  sugar  cane,  which 
mainly  constitutes  its  richness  and  opulence,  and  from  which  the  state 
draws  great  revenues.  (Class  B,  1840,  p.  291.) 

The  British  Consul  at  Pernambuco,  in  a  letter  to  Lord  Palmerston, 
dated  the  7th  July,  1839,  states  that  after  the  utmost  dihgence  of  inquiry, 
and  vigilance  of  research,  he  could  not  arrive  at  a  correct  knowledge  of  tlu* 
facts  relating  to  the  .slave-trade  in  that  province,  in  consequence  of  the 
manner  in  which  they  are  impenetrably  veiled  and  disguised  by  the  artful 
combinations  of  all  those  who  are  either  directly  or  indirectly  interested  in 
the  traffic  of  African  slaves. 

In  reference  to  the  province  of  Para,  the  Consular  Agent,  Mr.  Cowi)er, 
says,  "  It  is  impossible  to  obtain  anything  like  a  correct  account  of  the 
number  of  slaves,  whicli  arc  imported  into  the  northern  provinces  of  Brazil. 
It  is  undoubted  that  M\\.v  of  the  ithole  qumitity  smuf^gUd  i/ito  the  empire, 
are  brought  to  them ;  this  arises  from  sundrj-  causes — First,  the  want  of 
population — which,  secondly,  renders  them  the  best  markets  for  slaves;  and 
lastly,  from  the  great  facilities  offered  to  smugglers  by  the  many  tributarien 
of  the  Amazon."     (Class  B  further  .series  1840,  p.  137.) 
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From  these  notices,  wc  gatlicr  tliat  the  slave-trade  of  the  Brazil  is 
enormous.  Sir  Fowcll  IJuxton  observes  on  this  point,  "  I  should  conjecture 
that  the  real  amount  would  be  moderately  rated  at  100,000  (slaves)  brought 
annually  into  the  five  Brazilian  ports.  Others  who  have  long  been  in  the 
Brazils,  give  it  as  their  opinion  that  130,000  are  annually  introduced  into 
that  Empire :  that  is,  nearly  a  million  every  seven  or  eight  years. 

liist  of  jilaces  on  the  Eastern  and  Western  Coasts  of  Africa,  at  which  83 
slavers  took  in  their  cargoes  of  human  beings,  and  subsequently  landed 
them  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Rio  and  Pernambuco — viz :  Quilemane, 
12  cargoes;  Inhambane,  1;  Mozambique,  6;  Cabinda,  5;  Zaine,  4;  Ben- 
zucla,  9 ;  Ambriz,  1 ;  unknown,  1 ;  Angola,  44 — total  83. 


I.KVANT. 

E.vtract  of  a  letter  from  Colonel  Warrington,  Her  Majesty's  Consul  at 
Trijjoli,  to  Sir  II.  Grev,  Chief  Secretaiy  to  the  Government  at  Malta,  dated 
Tripoli,  22nd  July,  1840. 

"  The  Turks  have  the  gi-eatest  facility  for  transporting  black  slaves  to 
the  Levant,  in  their  vessels  returning  without  cargo,  which  tends  to  increase 
the  trade.  The  export  of  slaves  from  the  port  of  Tripoli,  may  be  computed 
at  3,000  annually.  The  demand  for  them  has  increased  considerably, 
inasmuch  as  thev  now  sell  from  50  to  100  dollars  each,  and  the  women 
from  100  to  110;  whereas,  in  the  time  of  Yousef  Bashaw,  the  average 
jn-ice  was  from  30  to  40  dollars."  (Class  D.  Slave-trade  Papers,  1840, 
p.  19.) 

From  the  correspondence  of  the  American  Consul,  D.  S.  i\I'Cauley,  Esq., 
with  Sir  E.  Lyons,  at  Athens,  dated  Bengazi,  3rd  August,  1840,  it  appears 
that  slaves  are  transported  from  the  Coast  of  Barbar)-  by  Greek  vessels 
"  to  an  incredible  extent."  The  participation  of  the  Greek  marine  in  this 
detestable  traffic  has,  to  use  the  language  of  this  gentlemen,  "become  a 
matter  of  established  custom."  lie  goes  on  to  observe,  that  "  although 
the  Bey  has  given  to  me  his  promise  that  he  will  do  all  in  his  power  for 
the  future  to  prevent  Ottoman  subjects  from  shii)ping  slaves  by  Christian 
vessels — and  I  shall  propose  the  same  i)ledge  to  the  Bashaw  upon  my 
return  to  Tri])oli ;  yet  it  will  be  useless  to  ex]iect  any  great  faith  or  vigi- 
lance on  their  part  to  suppress  a  trade  in  which  they  themselves  are  fre- 
quently interested,  and  in  which  exorbitant  profits  offer  the  most  tempting 
inducements  to  engage;"  and  he  adds,  "in  my  opinion  this  trade  can  only 
be  effectually  extermniated  by  the  occasional  visit  of  men-of-war  Avith  the 
right  of  search,  and  the  appointment  by  llis  Hellenic  Majesty,  of  active 
and  energetic  Consuls-general,  for  each  of  the  states  of  Barbary,  who  will 
closely  watch,  under  instructions  from  the  government,  the  dei)arture  of 
vessels  under  the  flag."   (Class  D.  Slave-trade  Papers,  1840,  pp.  11,  12.) 

From  the  correspondence  of  Sir  Thomas  Keade,  Her  ^lajesty's  Consul 
at  Tunis,  with  Mr.  Backhouse  of  the  Foreign  Office,  under  date  the  9th 
June,  and  the  loth  October,  1840,  it  appears  that  the  Tuscan,  Russian, 
Greek,  and  Ottoman  flags,  cover  the  slave-trade  between  that  port  and 
Constantinople.  The  negroes  are  embarked,  however,  not  as  slaves,  but 
as  "passengers;"  and  it  would  appear  that  the  Dutch,  Sardinian,  and  Im- 
perial Consulates  despatch  the  vessels  engaged  In  this  odious  traffic.  Sub- 
sequently, however,  to  the  above  date,  it  is  understood  that  the  Bashaw 
Bey  of  Tunis,  under  the  strong  representations  made  to  him  by  Sir 
Thomas  Reade,  has  taken  measures  to  break  up  the  slave  markets  at 
Tunis,  and  to  prevent  the  further  export  of  slaves  from  the  territories 
under  his  control.  (Qass  U.  Slave-trade  Papers,  1840,  ])p.  21  to  24.) 
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ASIA. 

Td  IndiA  and  Arabia,  as  to  many  other  parts  of  the  world,  Africa  ha* 
long  been  the  great  source  of  supply  for  foreign  labor — the  hives  from  which 
slaves  have  been  driven  forth  in  swarms,  and  exported  to  different  countries 
for  the  benefit  of  others.  The  Eastern  Coast  from  Delagoa  Bay  to  Mussowa 
and  Suakim  is  of  course  that  which  has  supplied  slaves  to  the  Red  Sea, 
Arabia,  Persia,  and  India  ;  besides  those  which  were  heretofore,  if  they  are 
not  stiil,  sent  to  the  French  Islands ;  and  beside  numbers  which  are 
supplied  to  North  and  South  America,  and  the  West  Indies. 


Dr.  Mackenzie  having  received  answers  from  the  agents  at  Muscat  and 
Shargah,  relative  to  the  alleged  outra<a'  (of  the  Joasmees,  who  had  carried 
off  from  the  coast  of  Barbarah  233  girls,  and  sold  them  for  slaves  at  Rasul- 
Khj-ma,  one  of  the  Joasmee  ])ort.s,)  reported  to  the  Bombay  Government, 
that  although  it  was  not  brought  home  to  the  Joasmees,  a  disgraceful  traffic 
was  carried  on  not  only  by  them,  but  by  every  port  of  consequence  in  the 
Persian  Gulf;  and  he  instanced  one  act  committed  by  the  subjects  of  the 
Chief  of  Rowah,  who  had  carried  off  persons  of  a  low  tribe,  the  Soomalees, 
into  slaverv. 


Captain  Bi-ucks,  Indian  Navy,  Commodore  at  Siu-at,  rejjorts  that  at 
Porebunder  (a  port  in  Kattywar),  there  appears  to  be  on  an  average,  five 
boats,  which  annually  proceed  to  the  coast  of  Africa,  and  the  island  of 
Zanzibar,  for  purposes  of  trade.  In  each  of  these  boats,  on  the  return 
voyage,  there  Ls  generally  brought  from  six  to  eight  slaves. 

There  is  also  a  considerable  traffic  with  Arab  vessels  from  both  Gulfs, 
and  the  coast  of  Africa.     In  all  these  slaves  are  imported. 

The  next  place  is  Mangalore.  This  port  sends  one  or  two  boats  to 
Zanzibar,  and  the  same  remarks  apply  to  it  as  to  Porebunder. 

Verrowal,  a  very  large  tOMTi,  imder  the  government  of  the  Jownaghur 
^,  Nawaub,  has  a  considerable  trade  with  both  Gulfs  and  Zanzibar,  and  from 
the  information  obtained,  numbers  of  slaves  arc  brought  in  here,  as  well  as 
other  porta  in  the  Nawaub  territory.  A  town  called  Patton,  near  it  also, 
is  a  ])lace  where  slaves  may  be,  and  it  is  believed,  are  landed.  Diu  is  a 
Portuguese  settlement,  between  which  and  Mozambique,  on  the  coast  of 
Africa,  is  a  regular  trade.  Four  to  six  brigs  are  constantly  employed  in 
this  trade,  besides  occasionally  an  additional  vessel.  In  all  these,  slaves  are 
imported  to  that  place  on  the  return  voyage. 

The  other  ports  on  this  coast,  from  Diu  to  Tullodjea,  it  is  believed  have 
a  part  in  this  trade,  as  well  as  the  coast  of  Okamundal,  and  'ihe  various 
places  on  the  Gulf  of  Cutch. 

Mandavie  has  much  traffic  in  slaves,  and  a  very  large  jjortion  of  these 
slaves,  there  is  no  doubt  are  imjjorted  into  the  British  territory  clandes- 
tinely. 


Sir  A.  Bumes  reports  that  into  the  territories  of  the  liao  of  Cutch  "  no 
slaves  are  imported,  except  400  or  oOO  negroes  from  Zanzibar  ;"  and,  states 
that  "  the  Rao  had  issued  a  penal  i)roclaination  towards  sup]n-essing  the 
slave  trade.  The  same  officer  draws  the  attention  of  Government  to  the 
extent  of  the  Muscat  slave-trade,  and  the  Imaum's  encouragement  of  it; 
which  he  asserts  has  the  effect  of  intimidating  the  Rao,  lest  the  commercial 
prosperity  of  Cutch  should  be  injured  by  the  Imaum  taking  umbrage 
at  it" 
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Mr.  Willouffhby,  when  Political  Agent  at  Itajcote  (Kattj-\var),  found 
that  much  trade  was  carried  on  at  all  the  ports  of  Katty^var,  and  even  more 
in  those  of  Cutch.  The  slaves  are  imported  chiefly  from  Muscat,  and 
various  ports  in  Arabia  and  Scinde,  and  brought  into  Kattywar  from 
Cutch.  The  trade  is  conducted  chieHy  Ijy  the  Budalla  and  Curwa  Castes, 
who  frequent  the  j)ort.s,  and  contract  to  navigate  vessels  for  shipowners 
(who  drive  a  trade  with  Arabia,  the  Persian  Gulf,  and  Africa)  at  a  fixed 
rale  for  the  voyage,  together  with  a  portion  of  private  tonnage.  By  this 
means,  they  were  enabled  to  imi)ort  slaves,  for  whom  a  ready  market  is 
always  found  among  the  Chiefs,  Kaji)Oots,  Mussulmans,  and  Katty.  The 
places  to  which  they  cliiefly  resort  for  slaves  are  Mokha,  Judda,  SlacuUa, 
Sohal,  &c.  The  majority  of  slaves  are  males.  Stout  healthy  boys  of 
eight  or  nine  sell  for  about  40  ruj)ees,  increasing  to  a  certain  age,  and  then 
diminishing.  At  Itajcote,  tractable,  fine  youths  fetch  from  80  to  100 
rupees;  those  of  average  quality  about  (50.  Females  are  dearer,  being 
sought  as  wives  by  the  poorer  classes  of  Scindees  and  other  Mahommcdans, 
as  cheaper  than  wives  of  their  own  caste.  The  demand  for  African  boys  in 
Cutch,  Mr.  AVillough])y  assures  us,  is  very  great.  At  Mandavie  there  are 
800  houses  of  the  Budalla  and  Curwa  Castes.  The  importation  from 
Arabia  thither  is  on  a  great  scale ;  and  they  are  thence  brought  into 
Kattywar,  whence  slave-dealers  clandestinely  transport  them  to  Guzzerat, 
and  all  j)arts  of  Hindostan.  The  slave-trade  is  also  carried  on  Avith  the 
port  of  Diu,  belonging  to  the  Portuguese,  where  a  great  number  of  African 
boys  are  to  be  seen. 

Mr.  Le  Mesurier,  Advocate-General  at  Bombay,  observes,  "  The  slave 
traffic  in  the  Asiatic  States  as  wcU  as  European,  is  notorious,  and  (he  says) 
I  suppose  that  the  commercial  prosperity  of  many  of  these  states  may  also 
depend  in  a  great  measure  upon  their  slave  traffic  and  system  of  slavery." 

Mr.  A.  Malet,  First-assistant  Commissioner  in  Charge,  states  that  "  slaves 
of  both  sexes  from  Arabia,  Scinde,  8zc.  are  brought  to  the  Bunders  (Ports 
of  Umrelie  and  Okamundal)  for  sale." 


Mr.  W.  H.  AVathen,  Chief  Secretary,  Bombay,  remarks,  "  the  \\'adee 
Ai-abs  (occupying  the  coast  between  Aden  and  Uofar,)  cany  on  a  consi- 
derable trade  with  the  Suwahil,  or  Ea.stern  Coast  of  Africa,  and  bring  from 
thence  numbers  of  negro  slaves,  whom  they  disjiose  of  at  the  various  porst 
in  the  ]{cd  Sea  and  Persian  Gulf." 


Up  to  the  year  1840,  it  does  not  appear  that  the  tralllc  was  much,  if 
at  all  diminished  by  the  various  measures  which  had  been  resorted  to  for 
its  suppression  in  the  East,  for  we  find  Mr.  Willoughb)',  Secretary  to 
Government,  Bombay,  in  a  communication  to  Caj)tain  llennell,  resident  in 
the  Persian  Gulf,  saWng,  "  A  very  considerable  traffic  in  slaves  has  long 
been  known  to  have  been  caiTied  on,  more  particularly  from  Africa,  with 
the  Portuguese  settlement  of  ]^iu,  on  the  coast  of  Kattywar,  -with  the  port 
of  Mandavie  in  Cutch,  and  Avith  those  in  Scinde." 

NoTK. — For  farther  particulai's  relative  to  the  Asiatic  slave-trade,  con- 
sult Parliamentary  Papers,  No.  262,  1841  ;  on  Slavcrv'  in  tlie  East  Indies, 
pp.  173  to  187  uiclusive. 


No.  II. 


PBTCE   01-   SL.VVKS. 


The  diminution  in  the  importation  of  slaves  does  not  ainse  from  a 
slackening  in  the  demand  for  them,  for  iu  Porto  Rico  a  newly-imported 
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negro  iised  to  sell  for  200  dollars ;  the  price  now  is  1 50  dollars.  In  Cuba 
sucii  negroes  sold  in  1821  for  100  dollars;  the  price  now  varies  from  425 
to  480  dollars.  In  Brazil  a  newly-imported  negro  u?  ->d  to  sell  for  100  mil- 
reis;  the  price  now  is  400  milreis.  (Bandinel's  Slave-trade,  p.  288.) 


No.  III. 

TKEATIES  AND  CONVENTIONS  Or  VAUIOVS  GOVEKNMENTS  IN  EVKOPE 
.\ND  .\MEKICA  ■WITH  GKEAT  BRITAIN,  FOll  THE  SUPPKESSION  OF  THE 
SLAVE-TRADE. 


DATP.    OF 

RIGHT   OK 

EQUIl'MENT 

COUNTRIES. 

OF    ABOLITION. 

TKEATIKS    AND 
CONVENTIONS. 

SKAROII,    WHEN 
CONCEDED. 

ARTICLE,    WHEN 
AUKEED   TO. 

Deomaik  .... 

16  Mar.,  1792 

14  July,  1814 

26  July,  1834 

26  July,  1S34 

26  July,   1834 

Great  Britain 

2.5  Mar.,  1807 

United  States 

2  Mar.,  1807 

Sweden  

3  Mar.,  18i;3 

3  Mar.,  1S13 

G  Nov.,  1824 

GNov.,  1821 

G  Nov.,  1824 

15  June,  1835 

Netherlands . . 

15  Jan.,   1814 

4  May,   1818 
31  Dec,  1822 
25  Jan.,  1823 

4  May,   1818 

25  Jan.,  1823 

France   

liOJuly,  1815 

30  Nov.,  1831 
22  Mar.,  1833 
20  Dec,  1841 

30  Nov.,  1831 

22  Mar.,  1833 

Spain 

30  May,   1820 

28  Aug.,  1814 
23  Sept.,  1817 
10  Dec,   1822 

28  June,  1835 

28  June, 1835 

28  June,  1835 

Buenos  Ajres 

15  Nov.,  1824 

23  Feb.,  1825 

24  May,   1839 

21  May,   1839 

24  May,   1839 

Columbia 

18  April,  1825 

18  April,  1825 

Mexico 

2GDec.,  1826 

26  Dec,  1826 

14  Feb.,  1841 

14  Feb.,  1841 

14  Feb.,  1841 

Brazil 

2;j  Nov.,  1820 

23  Nov.,  1826 
27  July,  1835 
27  May,   1839 

23  Nov.,  1826 

27  July,  1835 

Sardinia     .... 

8  Aug.,  1831 

8  Aug.,  1834 

8  Aug.,  1834 

8  Aug.,  1834 

Portugal    .... 

17  Dec,  1836 

19  Feb.,  1810 
22  Jan.,  1815 
28  July,  1817 
11  Sept.,  1817 
15  Mar.,  1823 

28  July,  1817 

Ilanse  Towis 

9  June,  1837 

9  June,  1837 

9  June,  1837 

9  June,  1837 

Tuscany     .... 

24  Nov.,  1837 

24  Nov.,  1837 

24  Nov.,  1837 

24  Nov.,  1837 

Bolivia 

5  June,  1837 

5  June,  1837 

25  Sept.,  1840 

25  Sept.,  1810 

25  Sept.,  1840 

Peru 

5  June,  1837 

5  June,  1837 

Naples   

23  Dec,  1838 

14  Feb.,  1838 

14  Feb.,  1838 

14  Feb.,'"  1838 

Hayti 

23  Dec,  1839 

23  Dec,  1839 

23  Dec,  1839 

23  Dec,  1839 

Venezuela..    . 

15  Mar.,  1839 

15  Mar.,  1839 

15  Mar.,  1839 

15  Mar.,  1839 

Chili 

9  July,   1839 

9  July,  1839 
7  Aug.,  1841 

9  July,  1839 

9  July,  1839 

Uruguay    . . . . 

13  July,  1839 

13  July,   1839 

13  July,  1839 

13  July,  1839 

Texas 

16  Nov.,  1840 

16  Nov.,  1840 

16  Nov.,  1840 

16  Nov.,  1840 

Austria 

20  Dec,  1841 

20  Dec,   1841 

20  Dec,  1841 

20  Dec,  1841 

Prussia  ...      . 

20  Dec,  1841 

20  Dec,  1841 

20  Dec,   1841 

20  Dec,  1841 

Russia   

20  Dec,  1841 

20  Dec,  1841 

20  Dec,  1841 

20  Dec,  1841 

/ 


1 


4.5 

NOfEfJ  ON  THE  l()lU:(i01NG  TAUUI.AR  STATKMKNT. 

Great  Britain.— On  the  11th  July,  1788,  an  act  regulating  the  slave 
trade  was  passed  after  much  o])position  in  the  House  of  Lords.  Another 
act  was  passed  the  23d  May,  IHOG  (4G  Geo.  III.,  cap.  02),  for  preventing 
the  introduction  of  slaves  into  the  British  colonies  or  territories  abroad. 
This  was  followed  by  the  "  act  for  the  abolition  of  tlie  slave-trade" 
(47  Geo.  III.,  cap  3G),  which  enacted,  "  that  from  and  after  the  1st  day  of 
May,  1807,  the  African  slave-trade,  and  all  manner  of  dealing  and  trading 
in  the  purchase,  sale,  barter,  or  transfer  of  slaves,  or  persons  intended  to  be 
dealt  Avith  as  slaves,  practised  and  carried  on  in,  at,  to,  or  from  any  part  of 
the  coast  or  countries  of  Africa,  should  be  utterly  abolished  and  unlaw- 
ful," &c.  On  the  14th  May,  1811,  another  act  (51  Geo.  III.,  cap.  2.3),  was 
passed  which  made  slave-trading  felony.  Other  acts,  in  explanation  and 
confirmation  passed,  such  as  o3  Geo.  III.,  cap  92;  58  Geo.  III.,  cap.  49; 
and  58  Geo.  III.,  cap.  98.  In  1819,  on  the  12th  July  of  that  year,  an- 
other act  (59  Geo.  III.,  cap.  70),  was  passed  to  prevent  the  illicit  importa- 
tion of  slaves  into  the  colonies,  by  establishing  a  general  registry  of  slaves 
in  the  islands,  which  registi-y  should  constitute  the  title  of  an  owner  to  a 
slave.  On  the  31st  March,  1824,  an  act  (5  Geo.  IV.,  cap.  17),  was  passed, 
which  declared  that  any  British  subject  concerned  in  carrying  away  from 
any  place,  or  bringing  into  any  place,  any  person  as  a  slave,  should  be 
adjudged  guilty  of  piracy,  felony,  and  robbery;  and  on  being  "  convicted 
thereof  should  suffer  death,  without  benefit  of  clergy,  and  loss  of  lands, 
goods,  and  chattels,  as  pirates,  felons,  and  robbers  on  the  high  seas  ought 
to  suffer."  This  punishment  M'as  subsequently  modified,  by  1  Vic,  cap.  91, 
to  transportation ;  the  term  of  piracy  being  still  by  law  affixed  to  the 
crime.  In  the  same  year,  the  24th  June,  1824,  the  laws  relative  to  the 
slave-trade  were  consolidated  into  one  act  (5  Geo.  IV.,  cap.  113),  since 
which  there  has  been  no  legislation  on  the  subject. 

The  United  States. — The  first  act  to  prohibit  the  slave  trade  was 
passed  in  the  year  1794.  This  act  declared  it  illegal  to  fit  out  any  vessel 
for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  the  trade.  This  was  followed  by  the  act  of 
1800,  declaring  it  unlawful  for  any  citizen  to  have  any  property  in  any 
vessel  employed  in  the  transportation  of  slaves  from  one  country  to  an- 
other. And  by  an  act  i)assed  in  1807,  it  Avas  declared,  that  after  the 
1st  January,  1808,  it  should  not  be  lawful  to  bring  into  the  United  States 
any  persons  as  slaves.  In  1820,  it  was  declared  piracy,  and  worthy  of  death, 
for  any  citizen  to  be  engaged  in  the  slave-trade. 

France. — The  treaty  of  the  20th  December,  1841,  for  the  suppression 
of  the  slave-trade,  negotiated  by  France  and  Great  Britain  with  Austria, 
Prussia,  and  Russia,  though  ratified  by  the  last  four  powers,  has 
not  yet  been  ratified  by  France,  though  signed  by  its  accredited  am- 
bassador to  this  country ;  Opposition  to  tlie  right  of  search  being  the  plea 
set  up  by  the  French  Chambers,  though  that  had  been  reciprocally  granted 
under  the  treaties  between  Great  Britain  and  France  made  in  the  years 
1831  and  1833. 

Spain. — Under  treaties  with  Spain,  Great  Britain  has  acquired  the  right 
of  demanding  the  liberation  of  all  slaves  illicitly  introduced  into  the  Spa- 
nish colonies  since  the  year  of  its  absolute  prohibition  bv  that  I'ower,  which 
took  place  in  1820.  It  is  understood  tliat  Great  Britain  has  made  the 
demand  ;  but  the  precise  issue  of  the  negociations  is  not  yet  known. 

CoLrMBiA. — The  treaty  with  Columbia  for  the  suppression  of  the  slave- 
trade  was  made  in  1825,  since  which  period  it  has  been  divided  into  three 
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distinct  states — viz.,  New  Grenada,  Venezuela,  and  Equator.  Venezuela 
has  concluded  a  treaty  with  Great  Britain,  and  it  is  understood  that  New 
Grenada  and  Equator  will  follow  the  example. 

Brazil. — The  laws  of  the  Brazilian  empire,  as  well  as  her  treaties  with 
Great  Britain,  forbid  the  illicit  introduction  of  slaves  into  any  part  of  her 
territories.  Attempts  have  been  made  to  repeal  the  laws  which  constitute 
slave-trading  criminal,  and  guarantee  the  liberty  of  slaves  clandestinely  im- 
ported into  Brazil.  Against  this  gross  violation  of  national  justice  and  faith, 
the  British  government  has  earnestly  protested;  and  will,  no  doubt,  follow 
up  the  protest  by  a  demand  for  the  liberation  of  all  slaves  introduced  in 
contravention  of  the  laws  of  the  empire  and  the  treaties  with  this  countrj-. 

Portugal. — The  last  slave-trade  treaty  made  Avith  Portugal  was  in 
1823.  Owing  to  various  circumstances  she  was  not  pressed  to  the  fulfil- 
ment of  her  engagements  until  the  early  part  of  1832,  when  negotiations 
were  renewed  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain  ;  but  the  Portuguese  govern- 
ment eluded  all  attempts  to  bring  them  to  a  satisfactory  conclusion,  until 
December,  1836,  when  the  ministry  issued  a  decree  finally  and  entirely 
abolishing  the  slave  trade.  No  ste{)s,  however,  were  taken  to  give  it 
effect.  Pemonstrances  followed  :  the  flag  of  Portugal  still  covered  the  slave- 
trade.  So  flagrant  a  breach  of  faith  on  the  part  of  Portugal,  determined  the 
British  government  no  longer  to  delay  measures  to  compel,  if  it  were 
necessary,  that  power  to  fulfil  her  obligations.  A  draft  of  a  treaty  was  trans- 
mitted to  Lisbon  in  July,  1838,  containing  stipulations  absolutely  necessary 
for  the  accomplishment  of  that  purpose;  and  a  catagorical  answer  was 
required  whether  Portiigal  would  sign  the  treaty  or  not.  She  declined. 
The  British  government  then  declared  that  if  she  persisted  in  that  refusal, 
she  would  secure  the  end  contemplated  by  the  "  separate  article  "  of  Sep- 
tember, 1817,  without  her  co-operation.  She  persisted  in  her  refusal.  A 
bill  was  then  brought  into  the  British  parliament,  which  passed  both 
Houses,  on  the  24lh  August,  1839,  authorising  British  cruisers  to  detain 
all  Portuguese  vessels  supposed  to  be  concerned  in  the  slave-trade ;  and 
also  authorising  British  vice-admiralty  courts  to  condemn  such  vessels 
when  found  guilty  of  that  act.  It  is  now  made  optionable,  with  the  Por- 
tuguese government,  either  to  enter  into  treaty  with  this  country  for  the 
suppression  of  the  slave-trade,  in  Mhich  case  the  act  of  the  British  legisla- 
ture will  be  repealed,  or  to  allow  the  British  government  to  pursue  the 
course  marked  out  for  it  by  act  of  parliament. 

Peru. — In  1837,  a  slave-trade  treaty  was  made  with  the  confederation 
of  Peru-Bolivia.  Subsequently  to  this  period  Peru  and  Bolivia  have  sepa- 
rated. "With  the  latter  republic.  Great  Britain  has  a  treaty  for  the  sup- 
pression of  the  slave-trade.  Peru,  at  present,  refuses  a  treaty,  alleging 
that  the  constitution  of  the  country  does  not  authorise  treaties  with  any 
other  states  than  those  of  America.  The  real  cause  of  this  refusal,  how- 
ever, will  be  found  in  the  effort  that  is  now  making  in  Peru,  to  obtain  once 
more  the  formal  admission  of  slaves  into  the  republic,  under  a  legalised 
slave-trade.  The  government  of  this  country,  however,  has  remonstrated 
against  these  proceedings,  andholdsPeruboundby  the  Peru-Bolivian  treaty 
of  1837,  which  engaged  to  ])rohibit  the  slave-trade  in  the  most  effectual 
manner  by  the  most  solemn  laws. 

AusTRLV,  Prussia,  and  Russia. — At  the  congress  of  Vienna,  on  the 
8th  February,  1815,  Austria,  Prussia,  and  Russia,  conjointly  with  England, 
France,  Portugal,  Spain,  and  Sweden,  issued  a  declaration  that  the  "trade 
is  repugnant  to  the  principles  of  humanity  and  of  universal  morality;" 
that  "  tne  public  voice  in  all  civilised  countries  calls  aloud  for  its  prompt 
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suppression  ;"  that  it  was  tlie  wish  of  tlie  Sovereigns,  represented  at  tliat 
congress  "  to  put  an  end  to  a  scourge  which  desolates  Africa,  degrades 
Europe,  and  afflicts  humanity ; "  and  that  "  no  proj)cr  means  of  accelerat- 
ing that  period  are  to  be  neglected." 

At  the  congress  of  Verona,  on  the  28th  November,  1822,  held  by  the 
same  powers,  another  declaration  was  issued,  in  which  they  stated  that 
they  continued  firm  in  the  principles  and  sentiments  set  forth  in  the  decla- 
ration of  1815,  respecting  the  slave-trade  ;  and  professed  that  they  will 
"  eagerly  enter  into  the  examination  of  any  measure  compatible  with  their 
rights  and  the  interests  of  their  subjects,  to  produce  the  result  which  is 
the  object  of  their  common  solicitude  upon  this  subject." 

Austria,  Prussia,  and  Russia,  were  invited  by  Great  Britain,  as  far  back 
as  1814,  to  co-operate  in  the  sup])ression  of  the  slave-trade.  In  1818  they 
were  again  applied  to,  when  they  severally  expressed  their  willingness  to 
make  the  slave-trade  piracy,  and  to  join  in  a  common  league  to  put  it 
down  by  force,  and  by  the  consent  of  all  civilised  powers  for  that  purpose, 
as  soon  as  Portugal  should  have  abolished  it  by  law.  In  1822  they  ex- 
pressed the  same  sentiments,  and  the  obstacles  having  been  removed  out 
of  the  way,  they  have  redeemed  their  engagements  by  the  treaty  of  De- 
cember, 1841,  which  they  entered  into  jointly  with,  and  at  the  solicitation 
of.  Great  Britain  and  France.  By  this  treaty  the  five  great  powers  of 
Europe  extend  the  risht  of  search  from  latitude  32'^  north  to  latitude  45o 
south,  and  from  the  longitude  of  the  east  coast  of  America  to  the  80th 
degree  of  longitude  east  of  Greenwich,  thus  admitting  a  right  of  search 
through  the  Atlantic,  and  on  the  eastern  as  well  as  Mcstern  coast  of 
Africa.  As  in  the  conventions  with  France,  made  in  1831  and  1833,  the 
ships  detained  are  to  be  tried  by  the  tribunals  of  the  country  to  which 
they  belong.  If  found  equipped  for  the  slave-trade,  they  may  be  con- 
demned and  broken  up,  unless  either  of  the  governments  should  take 
them  into  its  service.  By  this  treaty  also,  Austria,  Prussia,  and  Russia, 
unite  with  Great  Britain  in  declaring  the  slave-trade  to  be  piracy ;  and  all 
maritime  powers  in  Europe  who  have  not  yet  concluded  treaties  in  rela- 
tion to  this  traffic  are,  under  this  treaty,  to  be  invited  to  accede  to  it. 

The  only  maritime  powers  in  Europe  with  whom  Great  Britain  has  no 
treaties  at  present  for  the  suppression  of  the  slave-trade  are  Greece,  Bel- 
fiiUM,  and  Hanover  ;  but  there  is  no  doubt  that  they  will  shortly  be 
induced  to  follow  the  example  of  the  great  ])owcrs  of  Europe  in  this 
matter.  The  only  powers  in  N'orth  and  South  America  who  have  not  yet 
negotiated  treaties  for  the  same  purpose  are  the  Umteu  States,  New 
Grenada,  Equator,  and  Peru.  The  three  latter  republics,  it  is  believed, 
will  soon  accede  to  such  treaties  ;  and  unless  the  resistance  of  the  United 
States  be  overcome,  she  will  stand  alone  in  the  Old  and  New  world,  as  the 
only  professedly  Christian  and  civilised  power  which  refuses  to  unite  with 
others  in  a  common  league  for  the  suppression  of  the  slave-trade. 

GENERAL   REMARKS. 

The  United  States,  Great  Britain,  the  Brazils,  Austria,  Prussia,  and 
other  states,  have  declared  the  slave-trade  to  be  ])iracy,  and  punishable 
according  to  the  respective  laws  of  those  countries  as  such  ;  and  every 
civilised  power,  both  in  Europe  and  America,  have  pronounced  it  highly 
criminal  and  inhuman,  and  subject  to  jjenalties  more  or  less  severe.  Great 
Britain,  Denmark,  Sweden,  Netherlands,  France,  Spain,  Buenos  Ayres 
(the  Argentine  Republic),  Mexico,  Brazil,  Sardinia,  Portugal,  the  Hanse 
Towns,  Tuscany,  Bolivia,  Naples,  Haiti,  Venezuela,  Chili,  Uriguay,  Texas, 
Austria,  Prussia,  and  Russia,  have  conceded  the  right  of  search.  The 
same  powers,  with  the  exception  of  Portugal,  have  also  agreed  that  vesseU 
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fitted  out  for  the  slave-trade  may  be  captured,  condemned,  and  broken  up 
except  when  specially  provided  that  they  shall  be  taken  into  the  navy  of 
such  powers  as  they  may  be  found  to  belong  to.  It  should  be  observed, 
however,  that  though  the  Brazilian  jjlenipotcntiaries  have  agreed  to  the 
equipment  article,  and  the  breaking  up  of  vessels  condemned  for  slave- 
trading,  these  articles  have  not  yet  been  ratified  by  the  legislature.  The 
limits  within  which  the  right  of  search  can  be  legally  exercised  are  also  less 
with  other  powers  than  with  Great  Britain,  Austria,  Prussia,  and  Russia. 
Since  the  year  1819  courts  of  mixed  commission  have  been  established  at 
SuKiN.\M,  under  treaty  with  the  Netherlands;  at  Rio  de  Jaxkiuo,  under 
conventions  with  Portugal  and  Brazil;  at  the  Havana,  under  the  treaties 
with  Spain;  and  at  SiEUUA  Leone,  under  the  treaties  and  conventions  with 
all  those  four  powers  for  the  trial  of  slavers  captured  under  cover  of  their 
respective  flags. 

Note. — For  further  information  on  the  various  jjoints  referred  to  in 
the  foregoing  tabular  statements  and  notes  consult  Herstlett's  Slave-trade 
Treaties;  Bandinel's  Account  of  the  Trade  in  Slaves  from  Africa;  The 
Slave-Trade  Papers  annually  presented  to  parliament ;  and  two  pamphlets 
published  by  the  Anti-slavery  Society  in  1837  and  1838,  entitled  "  The 
Foreign  Slave-Trade." 


Agreements  stipulating  the  entire  suppression  of  the  slave-trade  on  tlie 
part  of  African  chiefs,  and  on  that  of  their  subjects  have  been  concluded, 
viz. — 

Februarj-  13,  1841,  with  the  chief  of  the  Timmanees. 

April  8,  "1841,  „  chiefs  of  the  Bonnv. 

April  23,  1841,  „         king  of  Cartebar.  " 

May  7,  1841,  .,         chiefs  of  the  Cameroons. 

August  28,  1841,  „  king  of  Aboi  or  Ybo. 

September  6,  1841,       „         king  of  Egan-a  country  at  Idda. 

(Bandinel's  Slave-trade,  p.  297.) 


ASIA. 
We  learn  from  the  papers  relative  to  slavery  In  British  India,  that  as  far 
back  as  theyear  1820,  a  treaty  was  concluded  with  four  Arab  Chieftains  of  the 
Persian  Gulf,  Hasan  Bin  Ramah,  Sheikh  of  Abuthabee,  formerl)-  of  Rasul 
Khymah  ;  Karreeb  in  Ahmud,  Sheikh  of  Jomal-al-Kamra ;  Shakboot, 
Sheikh  of  Aboo  Dabav ;  Hasanbln  All,  Sheikh  of  Zyah,  by  Major-general 
Sir  "W.  Grant  Keir.  'I'he  Sheikli  of  Bahrein  ai)i)ears  to  have  acceded  also 
to  the  treatv.  In  this  treaty  it  was  declared  that  the  carrj  lug  oft"  slaves, 
men,  women,  and  children  from  the  coast  of  Africa,  or  elsewhere,  and  the 
transporting  them  in  vessels,  is])lunder  and  j)iracy,  and  the  friendly  Aratss 
shall  do  nothing  of  the  kind.  In  1822,  a  treaty' was  efl'ected  by  Captain 
Moresly  with  the  Imaum  of  Muscat,  who  holds  considerable  jjossesslons 
on  the  Eastern  Coast  of  Africa,  and  at  Zanzibar  in  jjartlcular,  one  of  the 
greatest  and  most  pestilent  slave  marts.  In  1837,  Cajitaln  Hennell  entered 
into  agreements  with  the  Chief  of  the  Joasmees,  the  Sultan  Bin  Suggur, 
the  Sheikh  Rashid  Bin  Hummund,  Chief  of  Amulgareen  ;  Sheikh  Mukh- 
toom.  Chief  of  Debaye  ;  Sheikh  Khulufa  Hin  Shukboot,  Chief  of  Abooth- 
abee,  for  the  same  ]nirpose,  and  again  with  His  Highness  Saced  Bin 
Sultan,  Imaum  of  Muscat,  in  1839.  The  only  difl'erence  between  the 
Treaties  made  with  the  Imaum  and  the  Aia.h  Chiefs  is,  that  lie  would  not 
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a^ree  to  the  boundary  line  being  fixed  further  west  than  I'usscin,  on  the 
Mukran  Coast,  which  is  70  miles  East  of  Cape  Guadel,  the  point  agreed  to 
by  the  Arabs,  tlie  reason  assigned  being,  that  Pusscin  was  tne  easternmost 
boundar)'  of  His  Highness's  territorj-  on  the  Mukran  Coast ;  and,  that  its 
provisions  do  not  api)ear  to  ai)ply  to  his  Highness's  vessels,  nrobably  in 
deference  to  his  dignity  as  a  Sovereign  Prince,  and  to  his  close  alliance 
with  us.  In  1835,  as  we  have  already  stated,  the  Rao  of  Cutch  issued  a 
j)roclamation  against  the  slave  trade.  It  would  also  appear,  that  in  the  same 
year,  the  Jam  of  Noanuggur,  the  liana  of  Porebunder,  the  Thacoor  of 
Bhownuggur,  and  the  Cliief  of  Mangralle  engaged  to  co-operate  with  the 
Indian  Government  for  the  suppression  of  the  slave-trade.  (Parliamentary 
Papers,  No.  262,  1841,  pp.  173-187.) 


No.  IV. 

Proceedings  of  the  British  Government  in  reference  to 
African  Slaves  im,egalt,y  introduced  into  the  Spanish 
Colonies  and  Brazil. 

One  of  the  most  important  movements  ever  made  by  the  British  go- 
vernment for  securing  the  fulfilment  of  her  treaties  for  the  suppression  of 
the  slave-trade  by  Spain  and  Brazil,  will  be  found  developed  in  the  fol- 
lowing documents,  to  which  especial  attention  is  called.  Firmness  on  the 
part  of  the  government  is  all  that  is  now  required  to  break  up  the  greatest 
slave-markets  in  the  world ;  and  to  secure  liberty  to  an  immense  multitude 
of  human  beings,  who  have  been,  contrarv'  to  the  faith  of  treaties  and  of 
municipal  laws,  fraudulently  and  inhumanly  deprived  of  their  freedom. 

SPAIN. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  John   Scoble  to  Joseph  Sturge,  shortly  after 
having  visited  the   Spanish  Colony  of  Porto   Rico,   dated  July  30th, 
1839,  (printed  in  the  British  Emancipator,  21st  August,  1839,  p.  279.) 
"  The  Americans  are  the  chief  supporters  of  the  trade  of  this  Colony. 
There  are  not  less  than  thirteen  ports,  besides  the  whole  line  of  coast, 
into  which  the  slavers  can  enter,  and  the  demand  for  slaves  is  most  ex- 
tensive.   It  strikes  me  that  an  important  question  arises  in  connexion  with 
the  introduction  of  slaves  into  this  island,  as  well  as  into  Cuba.     Spain  is 
under   treaties    with   us   for  the  suppression   of  the   slave-trade ;   all  the 
negroes,  therefore,  which  have  been  introduced  into  these  Colonies  since 
she  declared  it  unlawful,  are  entitled  to  their  liberty,  and  England,  it  ap- 
pears to  me,  has  a  right  to  demand  their  liberty  for  them." 


Copy  of  a  letter  from  David  Turnbvdl,  Esq.  to  Viscount  Palmerston,  dated 
13th  March,  1840. 

"  My  Lord, — In  consequence  of  Lord  Leveson's  letter  of  the  10th  March, 
1840,  the  undersigned  has  the  honour  to  submit  the  following  statement  to 
your  lordship,  in  elucidation  of  the  plan  he  has  conceived  for  the  sup- 
pression of  the  African  slave-trade. 

"  From  the  great  and  increasing  amount  of  this  trade,  the  evils  of  which 
have  only  been  aggravated  by  the  various  attempts  that  have  hitherto 
been  made  to  restrain  it,  the  undersigned  submits  he  is  entitled  to  assume, 
tliat  the  true  principle  on  which  an  effective  measure  of  abolition  should 
be  based  has  not  yet  been  disclosed.  He  will  not  assert  tliat  the  plan  he 
has  now  to  bring  forward  is  free  from  all  difficulty,  but  he  contidently 
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maintains,  tharthere  is  no  difficuln-  attending  it  which  cannot  he]  easily 
surmounted,  if  the  government  will  consent  to  apply  to  it  the  mere'morai 
force  at  its  disposal. 

"  The  lever  with  Avhich  it  is  proposed  to  overthrow  this  colossal  griev- 
ance is  to  be  found  among  the  simplest  elements  of  economical  science.  It 
is  by  cutting  off  the  demand  for  victims  that  the  supplv  is  to  be  suppressed. 
It  is  by  making  the  purchaser  and  possessor  of  an  African  slave  insecure 
in  the  enjojTnent  oi  his  unlawful  acquisition,  that  he  is  to  be  deterred 
from  paying  the  price.  It  is  bv  demonstrating  to  the  slave  dealer  that 
imported  Africans  will  no  longer  he  a  marketable  commodity,  and  ))y  that 
process  alone,  that  he  will  wiuiiigly  abandon  a  trade  which  has  ceased  to 
be  profitable. 

"  The  great  consumers  of  African  slaves  are  the  empire  of  Brazil  and 
the  colonial  dependencies  of  Si)ain. 

"  The  white  inhabitants  of  the  Brazilian  empire  begin  to  be  sensible  of 
the  imminent  danger  to  which  they  Mill  expose  themselves,  if  they  perse- 
vere much  longer  m  adding  to  the  disproportionate  amount  of  their  nt'gro 
population,  by  the  toleration  of  the  African  slave-trade.  AVitli  St.  Do- 
mingo before  their  eyes,  we  have  a  reasonable  guarantee  of  the  sincerity 
of  the  professions  of  his  imperial  Majesty's  goveriunent  in  favour  of  a 
system  of  absolute  suppression. 

"  The  case  Ls  somewhat  different  with  regard  to  the  colonial  depen- 
dencies of  Spain.  In  Cuba  the  white  and  colonial  portions  of  the  popu- 
lation are  nearly  balanced  in  numerical  strength.  In  Porto  Rico  the 
negroes  are  far  out-numbered  by  the  inhabitants  of  European  descent.  In 
both  islands,  but  especially  in  Cuba,  the  natural  desire  for  independence 
has  of  late  years  been  stimulated  into  passion,  "by  the  intolerable  burthen 
of  the  fiscal  exactions,  which  have  been  levied  for  the  purpose  of  defra}-ing 
the  charges  of  a  war  in  another  hemisphere,  in  whicli  they  feel  no 
interest. 

"  It  is  in  consequence  of  this  state  of  things  that  the  sincerity  of  the 
professions  of  the  government  of  her  catholic  Majesty,  on  the  subject  of 
the  suppression  of  the  slave-trade,  is  liable  to  reasonable  suspicion.  The 
planters  of  Cuba  and  Porto  Rico,  wherever  their  estates  are  fully  and  pro- 
perly peopled  with  a  just  proportion  between  the  sexes,  in  place  of  desiring 
the  contniuance  of  the  slave-trade,  have  a  direct  and  obvious  interest  in 
its  suppression. 

"  On  the  neighbouring  continent,  within  two  days*  sail  of  the  Havana, 
the  average  value  of  a  field  slave  is  at  least  a  thousand  dollars.  In  Cuba 
the  effect  of  the  competition  of  the  slave  dealers  with  each  other  is  to 
reduce  the  value  of  an  imported  African  to  less  than  a  third  part  of  that 
amount. 

"  The  high  prices  of  slaves  in  those  states  of  North  America  which  ad- 
join the  Gulf  of  Mexico  is  still  maintained,  in  spite  of  the  well-known  fact 
that  in  the  breeding  districts  of  Maryland  and  Virginia  the  negro  popu- 
lation is  found  to  increase  in  a  duplicate  ratio,  as  compared  with  the  in- 
habitants of  those  regions  of  European  descent. 

"  The  planters  of  Cuba  are  aware  that  the  negro  population  of  Virginia 
has  long  been  doubling  itself  every  twelve  years  and  a  half,  while  the 
white  inhabitants  require  twenty-five  years  to  accomplish  the  process  of 
duplication. 

"  There  is  nothing  in  the  climate  of  Cuba  to  prevent  a  similar  rate  of 
increase  of  the  negroes.  There  is  nothing,  in  short,  but  the  cheapness  of 
labour,  arisino;  from  the  toleration  of  the  African  trade,  which  prevents  the 

Sroprietors  of  old  plantations  in  Cuba  from  throwing  themselves  with  con- 
dence  on  the  principle  of  propagation. 


51 

"Here  the  undersigned  desires  respectfuUy  to  guard  himself  against  the 
supposition  of  his  being  the  apologist  of  slavery,  under  any  circumBtances, 
or  ^'ith  any  degree  of  modification.  His  present  l)usine8s  is  to  deal  with 
the  African  slave-trade,  and  to  suggest  a  ])racticable  mode  of  accom- 
pashmg  Its  suppression.  In  the  i)ro])er  pLice,  and  at  tlio  proper  period, 
He  does  not  despau-  of  being  able  to  demonsti-ate,  that  by  a  resort  to 
sound  principles,  the  practice  of  slavery  itself  may  be  rooted  out  in  those 
very  countries  w  hose  social  and  political  institutions  are  now  so  intimately 
blended  with  it,  ' 

"  The  undersigned  has  not  engaged  in  this  conflict  without  endeavouring 
to  measure  tlie  strength  of  the  adversaries  with  whom  he  will  have  to 
contend.     Of  these  he  jwrceives  tliore  are  several  classes. 

"The  mere  dealer  in  slaves,  the  man  who  invests  his  capital  in  the 
budding  and  outfit  of  fast-sailing  clippers,  in  manning  them  with  their 
rufhan  crews,  in  loading  them  with  cargoes  of  rum  or  gunpowder,  and 
in  devotinghimself  to  the  study  of  international  treaties  and  preventive  laws 
for  the  sole  pui-])ose  of  evading  them,  is  not  bv  any  means  to  be  regarded  as 
a  verj-  formidable  antagonist.  The  terms  of  "  coward"  and  "  capitalist"  were 
n^ver  more  tridy  convertible  than  in  the  person  of  the  trafficker  in  slaves. 
He  may  hu-e  the  hands  of  ruffians  and  outcasts  to  hazard  their  lives  in  his 
semcc,  but  his  money  he  will  not  ])eril  without  the  assurance  of  a  profit- 
able return.  That  object  he  finds  the  means  of  accomplishing,  either  by 
spreachn^  the  risk  over  a  sufficient  number  of  separate  adventures,  or  by 
abandomng  a  portion  of  the  gain  he  contemplates,  in  tlie  shape  of  pre- 
miums of  insurance  to  joint-stock  companies  or  private  underMxiters. 

Another  class  of  opponents  Tsill  be  found  among  the  ministerial  and 
judicial  servants  of  the  Spanish  government.  Their  superiors  in  the 
mother  country  have  ingeniously  made  it  the  interest  of  a  great  numbei- 
ot  these  pubhc  functionaries  to  evade  the  execution  of  the  laws,  and  con- 
vert that  evasion  into  a  fruitful  source  of  profit,  the  better  to  secure  the 
retention  of  the  island  in  her  catholic  Majesty's  dependence. 

"  Inasmuch,  however,  as  the  existence  of  the  Court  of  Mixed  Commis- 
sion at  the  Havana,  with  all  its  acknowledged  imperfections,  has  had  the 
etiect,  durmg  the  twenty  years  elapsed  since  its  creation,  of  disappointing 
the  cupidity  of  these  venal  functionaries  to  a  very  considerable  extent,  the 
undersigned  sees  no  reason  to  doubt  that,  with  the  imj^roved  machinerv-  he 
prpijoscs  to  introduce,  this  iniquitous  som'ce  of  profit  will  be  completely 
dried  up  and  extinguished. 

"  Before  entering  on  the  specification  of  the  nature  of  this  machinery. 
It  maj-  not  be  inconvenient  to  indicate  the  first  and  most  important  step 
of  the  process  he  proposes  to  follow. 

"It  is  asserted  by  many  of  our  most  eminent  philanthropists,  that  ac- 
cording to  the  spint  of  our  existing  treaties  with  Spain,  we  are  entitled  to 
demand  the  instant  Hberation  of  eveiy  individual  consigned  to  slavery  in 
any  j)art  of  the  Spanish  dependencies  since  the  date  of  the  -first  of  these 
conventions.  I'o  tins  argument  it  would  not  be  easy  to  ofler  a  satisfactory 
reply,  l^or  the  present,  however,  the  undersigned  is  content  to  cut  ofi"  the 
source  of  future  miportation,  and  to  leave  this  an  open  question,  to  be 
agitated  by  others.  Should  the  humble  voice  of  the  undersigned  be  ever 
entitled  to  share  in  the  decision,  lie  trusts  he  need  not  say  with  what  cor- 
diahty  he  would  give  it  in  the  affirmative. 

"  Let  us  not  embarra.ss  ourselves,  however,  with  too  much  work  at  a 
time.  The  most  convenient  moment  for  discussing  it  will  be  after  the 
channels  of  importation  shall  have  been  cut  ofi",  and  after  the  enormous 
masses  of  capital,  at  this  moment  engaged  in  the  trade  to  Africa,  shall 
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have  been   finally  drawni  off   to  find  their  due  level  in  tlie  great  money 
markets  of  the  world. 

"  According  to  the  views  of  the  undersigned,  the  Courts  of  iSIixed  Com- 
mission at  the  Havana  and  Ilio  de  Janeiro,  which,  under  the  oj)eration  of  ' 
existing  treaties,  have  gradually  been  sinking  into  a  state  of  listless  inac-                         I 
tivity,  will  at  once  be  raised  to  a  degree  of  efficiency  and  vigour  which 
they  have  not  possessed  at  any  period  of  their  existence. 

"  The  plan  of  the  undersigned  is,  by  the  negociation  of  new  conven- 
tions, or  of  additional  clauses  to  existing  treaties,  to  confer  on  these  courts 
the  power  of  enforcing  the  law  of  the  country-  in  which  they  sit,  by  de- 
claring that  A.,  B.,  or  C,  the  inmate  of  a  barracoon,  or  a  labourer  on 
a  plantation,  is  not  a  native  Creole,  but  has  been  introduced  into  the 
country  in  violation  of  law  and  treaty.  He  would  further  propose  that 
the  onus  of  proving  a  lawful  dominion  over  the  slave  should  be  thrown  on 
the  party  claiming  it;  that,  in  short,  there  should  be  a  legal  i)resumption 
in  favour  of  freedom  ;  and  there  can  be  the  less  objection  to  introduce 
and  recognise  this  principle  in  the  treaty  he  recommends  for  negotiation, 
inasmuch  as  he  has  been  informed  by  the  eminent  Spanish  jurisconsults, 
with  whom  he  has  advised  on  the  subject,  that  the  presumption  of  free- 
dom, in  the  absence  of  proof  to  the  contrary,  is  already  the  right  of  every 
inhabitant  of  her  catholic  Majesty's  dominions.  Hajjjjily,  however,  for  the 
cause  of.  humanity,  it  is  matter  of  notoriety,  among  persons  conversant 
with  the  subject,  that  a  fresh  imported,  or  bozal,  negro  can,  for  many 
years  after  his  amval  in  America,  be  distinguished  at  a  glance  from  the 
native  Creoles.  The  distinction  is,  in  fact,  so  clear,  that  the  mere  presen- 
tation of  the  individual  in  court,  without  a  word  of  evidence  as  to  the 
place  of  his  birth,  would  in  most  cases  be  sufficient  to  determine  his  con- 
dition. 

"  Should  her  Majesty's  government  be  induced  to  enter  on  such  a  ne- 
gociation, the  true  grounds  and  motives  for  the  opposition  to  be  exjjected 
from  the  government  of  her  catholic  Majesty  will  not,  in  all  probability, 
be  openly  avowed.  It  will  never  be  admitted,  that  a  clandestine  encou- 
ragement of  the  worst  practices  of  the  slave-trade  is  rendered  necessary, 
by  a  sort  of  political  necessity,  in  order  to  repress  the  aspirations  of  the 
Creole  population  of  Cuba  for  that  sort  of  independence  which  the  other 
Sjjanish  provinces  of  America  have  already  achieved. 

"  Neither  will  it  be  protended  that  the  continuance  of  the  slave-trade  is 
necessary  to  the  successful  cultivation  of  the  soil,  in  presence  of  the  facts 
already  alluded  to,  of  the  rapid  increase  of  the  negro  popidation  in  tlie 
neighbouring  states  of  the  North  American  Union. 

"  The  ostensible  ground  of  opposition  will  probably  be  confined  to  a 
pretended  fear  of  discontent  and  insurrection,  on  tlie  i)art  of  those  slaves 
who  will  not  be  entitled  to  a  declaration  of  freedom  in  their  favour,  in 
consequence  of  the  place  of  their  bii'th,  or  the  date  of  their  introduction. 
Her  catholic  Majesty's  government  have  constantly  jjrofessed  as  ardent 
a  desire  as  our  own  to  concur  in  all  the  measures  of  supjjression  nlready 
proposed ;  and  yet  the  fact  is  undeniable,  that  in  place  of  being  diminished 
or  modified  by  any  of  the  measures  of  restraint  which  have  hitherto  been 
resorted  to,  the  evil  is  actually  on  the  increase — a  position  satisfactorily 
established  by  the  progressive  nature  of  the  official  returns  of  the  amount 
of  the  slave  population.  Tlie  arguments  that  may  lie  drawn  from  a  pre- 
tended fear  of  discontent  and  insurrection  may  i)e  answend  by  tlie  fact, 
that  it  is  the  wild  and  savage  African  alone  whose  removal  we  jirojiose,  and 
that  it  is  no  part  of  our  jilan  to  disturb  the  condition  of  the  comparatively 
civilized  Creole.    It  is,  besides,  by  units,  and  not  by  cargoes,  that  the  pro- 
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cess  of  liberation  will  take  place,  so  that  the  proceedings  under  (lu>  new 
treaty  >vill  be  much  less  alarming  in  their  general  asiject,  or  tlicir 
individual  amount,  tlian  those  already  sanctioned  l)y  existing  conven- 
tions. 

"As  the  proceedings  of  the  Court  of  Mixed  Connnission,  Iiowever,  have 
hitherto  l)cen  conducted  in  strict  conformity  witli  tlie  Spanish  ])rinciplc  of 
closed  doors,  written  pleadings,  and  secret  deliberations,  it  might  possibly 
be  advisable  to  adhere  to  the  established  practice,  inasmuch  as  oj)])osition 
would  thereby  be  disarmed,  and  the  presence  of  a  British  jirosecutor  and 
one  or  more  British  judges  would  atford  a  sufficient  guarantee  for  their 
])erfect  regularity.  The  mere  existence  of  the  court  for  upwards  of  twenty 
years,  in  the  course  of  which  discussions  have  frequently  arisen  affecting 
the  freedom  of  entire  cargoes  of  Africans,  without  producing  a  single 
practical  evil  to  give  the  captain-general  or  the  government  any  substan- 
tive cause  of  complaint,  a])pears  to  the  undersigned  to  aflbrd  a  broad 
basis  on  which  the  demand  for  the  enlargement  of  the  poMcrs  of  the 
court  may  be  conveniently  fouiuled.  The  great  advantage  of  ])roceeding 
by  units,  and  not  by  masses,  is  that  every  individual  lil)eration  M'ould 
amount  to  tlie  assertion  of  a  vital  principle,  without  affording  anv  reason- 
able pretext  for  apprehension  or  alarm. 

"  It  may  not  be  easy  to  suggest  any  better  expedient  than  that  already 
recognised  by  treaty,  for  the  case  of  a  difference  of  o])inion  between  the 
two  commissary  judges.  It  is  true  that  in  doubtful  cases  a  decided  leaning 
has  been  observed  on  the  part  of  the  Spanish  members  of  the  court  to- 
wards the  acquittal  of  the  prizes  brought  up  for  condemnation;  and  there 
may,  therefore,  be  some  reason  to  a])])rehend  a  corresponding  disposition 
to  resist  the  liberation  of  the  negro  clients  of  the  British  prosecutor,  as 
often  as  a  sufficient  air  of  doubt  can  be  thrown  over  the  case  to  justify  the 
hesitation  of  the  Spanish  Commissary  Judge.  On  the  very  worst  suppo- 
sition which  it  is  possible  to  conceive,  the  drawing  of  lots  for  the  choice 
of  the  arbitrator  would  be  resorted  to  in  every  case,  without  a  single  ex- 
ception. The  past  practice  of  the  Spanish  judges,  however  indefensible 
in  many  particular  instances,  has  never  yet  been  canied  to  tliis  svstematic 
extreme;  and  in  fairness  it  caimot  be  said  there  is  any  just  reason  to  an- 
ticipate such  an  uidieard  of  degree  of  pertinacity  for  the  future.  But 
suppose  for  a  moment  that  the  Spanish  judge  and  the  S]ianish  arbitrator 
were  to  be  for  ever  deaf  to  the  calls  of  duty  and  the  evidence  of  fact,  it 
results  from  the  mere  doctrine  of  chances,  Avhich,  Avhen  applied  to  thou- 
sands of  cases,  becomes  infallible,  that  one-half  of  the  whole  of  those  to 
be  thus  presented  to  the  jNIixed  Court  for  adjudication,  woidd  be  decided 
in  favour  of  the  liberty  of  the  slave.  Now,  the  systematic  liberation  of 
one-half  only  of  the  future  importations  would  be  perfectly  sufficient  to 
prevent  the  planter  from  paying  a  remunerating  price  to  the  dealer  or  im- 
porter; and  hence  it  is  demonstrated  that  the  system  of  the  undersigned 
must  be  fatal  to  the  trade. 

"  Objections  of  a  dilatory  nature  may  of  course  be  expected  on  the  part 
of  her  catholic  Majesty's  ministers  at  the  outset  of  this  negotiation.  The 
necessity  or  convenience  of  consulting  the  governors  and  captains-general 
of  their  transatlantic  jiossessions  will  probably  be  urged  as  a  reason  for 
withholding  their  immediate  assent  to  a  proposition,  which  is  calculated  to 
affect  the  future  interests  and  prosperity  of  the  Spanish  West  India 
Colonies. 

"  To  render  this  pretence  unavailing,  the  undersigned  is  strongly  of 
opinion,  that  the  past  and  future  importations  of  slaves  into  these  colonies 
should  be  separated  from  each  other  by  a  broad  line  of  distinction ;  and 
that  the  object  of  the  proposed  negotiation  should  be  exclusively  confined 
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to  the  case  of  future  importations.  The  most  convenient  terminus  a  quo 
•would  probably  be  the  date  of  the  first  official  note  of  the  British  ambas- 
Bador,  directing  the  attention  of  her  catholic  Majesty's  government  to  the 
subject. 

-  "  Were  it  consistent  with  the  duties  or  the  dignity  of  a  cabinet  minister 
to  undertake  such  a  mission,  the  undersigned  would  respectfully  suggest 
that  the  well-earned  popularity  of  the  Lord  PriAy  Seal  with  the  Spanish 
nation  would  convert,  in  his  lordship's  hands,  a  tedious  and  difficult  task 
into  an  easy  and  instantaneous  operation.  Before  his  lordship's  arrival,  the 
mind  of  the  Spanish  people  might  be  prepared  for  his  reception,  through 
the  medium  of  the  Peninsular  press.  His  re-appearance  in  Madrid  Avould 
become  a  sort  of  triumphal  entry  ;  and  the  great  and  interesting  object  of  his 
embassy  would  be  accomplished,  under  the  influence  of  the  first  burst  of 
national  enthusiasm.  In  hazarding  the  prediction,  the  undersigned  has 
not  spoken  without  some  knowledge  of  the  Spanish  character,  nor  without 
an  intimate  personal  acquaintance  with  the  machinery  of  the  Peninsular 
press ;  it  was  his  fortune  to  be  a  resident  in  Madrid  diu-ing  the  period  of 
the  negotiation  of  the  treaty  of  lS3u. 

"  Before  closing  this  paper,  the  imdcrsigned  entreats  your  lordship's  in- 
dulgent attention  to  a  few  of  tlie  collateral  advantages  which  are  destined 
to  result  from  the  adoption  of  his  jihui. 

"  1.  The  whole  of  the  naval  force  so  unprofitably,  so  injuriously  em- 
ployed in  the  ineffectual  blockade  of  a  wliole  continent  on  one  side,  of  two 
lar^e  islands  and  a  vast  'empire  on  the  other,  would  be  liberated  from 
duties  invoh-ing  great  loss  of  human  life  and  a  heav}-  charge  to  the  state, 
without  any  corresponding  benefit  in  the  shajjc  of  honour  or  profit ;  and 
would  either  be  rendered  disposable  for  service^  more  useful  to  the  country, 
or  would  produce  a  proportional  saving  of  the  national  exjienditure. 

"  2.  The  commercial  interests  of  the  country  are  deeply  injured  by  this 
toleration  of  a  trade,  with  the  practice  of  which  her  ^iajesty's  subjects 
refuse  to  pollute  themselves. 

"  The  honour  of  her  Majesty's  crown  is  grievously  tarnished  by  the 
habitual  disregard  of  the  solemn  treaties  which  her  Majesty  and  her  royal 
predecessors  have  concluded  and  ratified  for  its  suppression.  These  in- 
terests will  be  protected,  that  honour  will  be  saved,  by  the  adoption  of  a 
sound  system  of  abolition. 

"3.  In  the  department  of  Foreign  Affairs,  a  vast  amount  of  labour 
would  be  saved  to  the  principal  Secretary  of  State,  by  rendering  it  unne- 
cessary to  continue  those  widely  ramihed  negotiations  throughout  the 
civilised  world,  the  object  of  which  is  to  create  a  universal  league  for  the 
suppression  of  the  slave-trade.  The  unprofitable  labour  of  our  foreign 
embassies  and  legations  would  equally  be  spared,  and  a  similar  saving 
would  be  effected  in  the  colonial  departments  of  the  government. 

"4.  I'he  state  of  our  relations  with  Spain  would  be  greatly  im- 
proved. The  suppression  of  the  slave-trade,  and  the  jirogressive  civilisation 
of  the  Creole  negroes,  to  the  total  exclusion  of  any  intermixture  of  savage 
Africans,  would  liberate  the  greater  part  of  the  overgrown  garrisons  of  the 
Havana,  and  of  the  outports  of  Cuba  and  Porto  Kico,  and  would  thus  go 
far  to  enable  the  Spanish  government  to  satisfy  their  foreign  creditors.  If 
any  serious  difficulty  presented  itself  in  the  course  of  the  negotiation,  the 
undersigned  submits  that  the  incalculable  imi)ortance  of  the  ol)ject  would 
justify  the  government  either  in  threatening,  on  the  one  hand,  to  recognise 
and  guarantee  the  independence  of  Cuba  in  case  of  refusal,  or  in  under- 
taking, on  the  other,  as  the  price  of  her  consent  to  an  effectual  and  bond 
fide  suppression,  to  secure  the  mother  country  in  the  jjossession  of  this 
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valuable  dependency,  as  long  as  it  remained  i)ractically  free  from  tlie  stain 
of  slave-trading. 

"5.  The  existing  differences  with  Portugal,  our  ancient  all},  arising  out 
of  the  infringement  of  our  slave-trade  treaties,  would  be  adjusted  in  the 
simplest  aiul  most  satisfactory  manner,  by  the  total  extinction  of  the 
original  cause  of  quarrel. 

"  6.  A  fruitful  source  of  discord  with  the  United  States  of  America 
would  likewise  be  extinguished  by  the  peaceful  mode  of  suppression  which 
the  undersigned  recommends.  The  law  of  last  session,  with  reference  to 
Portugal,  is  evidently  destined  to  throw  the  whole  of  the  carrjing  trade  in 
slaves,  directly  or  indirectly,  into  the  hands  of  the  Americans.  The  dis- 
cussions which  are  sure  to"  arise  out  of  this  state  of  things  will  serve  to 
embitter  the  Boundary  question — uniting  the  inhabitants  of  the  Southern 
States  and  of  the  Atlantic  cities,  with  the  belligerents  of  Maine  and  the 
manufacturing  interests  of  New  England,  in  their  no  longer  latent  desire 
of  an  open  rupture  with  Great  Britain. 

"  7.  But  the  crowning  advantage  to  arise  from  the  peaceful  solution  of 
this  qiicpstio  vexata  ought  rather  to  be  regarded  as  direct  than  collateral. 
The  introduction  into  the  interior  of  Africa  of  habits  of  peace  and  order, 
Christianity  and  civilisation,  Avill  be  the  inevitable  result  of  suppression. 
A  taste  for  foreign  luxuries  is  already  implanted  in  the  mind  of  the  native 
African.  To  obtain  the  enjoyment  of  them,  he  resorts  to  war  and  rapine  ; 
to  the  capture  and  sale  of  his  fellow-creatures.  The  taste  will  remain, 
after  the  medium  of  exchange  has  lost  its  value  ;  the  arts  of  peace  will 
take  the  place  of  deeds  of  violence;  and  the  humanising  influence 
of  lawful  commerce  will  follo-vv  m  the  steps  of  the  man-stealer. 

"  In  laying  this  statement  before  your  lordship,  the  undersigned  disbur- 
thens  his  mind  of  the  high  responsibility  which  has  never  ceased  to  press 
on  it  from  the  moment  that  his  views  have  reached  a  reasonable  degree  of 
maturity.  That  responsibility  he  respectfully  transfers  to  your  lordship ; 
and  with  it  the  immortal  honour  of  accomplishing  the  extinction  of  the 
greatest  practical  evil  that  ever  afflicted  mankind. 

"The  British  Minister  who  shall  accomplish  an  object  which  has  engaged 
the  attention  of  statesmen  and  philanthropists  for  the  last  half  century, 
defeating  the  ingenuity  of  the  one  and  disappointing  the  zeal  of  the  other, 
will  be  hailed  by  his  contemporaries  as  the  benefactor  of  his  race,  and  will 
send  down  his  name  with  glory  to  the  latest  posterity.  The  British 
Minister  who  should  liglitly  reject  the  first  practical  remedy  that  has  ever 
been  brought  forward,  if  its  soundness  and  efficacy  should  afterwards  be 
demonstrated,  would  not  only  throw  away  the  Avrcath  prepared  for  his 
acceptance,  but  M'ould  justly  expose  himself  to  the  most  serious  reproach. 
"  The  undersigned,  &c. 
"  (Signed)  D.  TuRNBULL. 

(Slave-trade  Papers,  Class  B,  1840,  pp.  4-8.) 


Exti'act   of  an    Address  from   the   Anti-slavery   committee    to   Viscount 
Palmerston,  dated  20th  March,  1840. 

"  But  there  is  still  another  and  a  larger  class,  the  Africans,  who,  con- 
trary to  the  laM's  of  Spain,  Brazil,  and  Holland,  and  the  treaties  which 
these  powers  have  entered  into  with  Great  Britain,  have  been  illicitly 
introduced  into  their  respective  territories,  and  are  consequently  illegally 
held  and  used  as  slaves.  Had  the  laws  of  the  countries  referred  to  been 
carried  into  full  effect,  not  only  would  the  vast  multitude  of  unhappy 
beings  who  are  now  enduring  the  most  terrible  fate  to  which  man  can  be 
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exposed,  and  the  untold  numbers  who  have  miserably  jierished  under 
circumstances  the  most  revolting  and  hofrible,  have  been  preserved  from 
slavery  and  death  ;  but  the  markets  for  slaves  in  these  countries  having 
been  (destroyed,  the  slave-trade  with  all  its  atrocious  accompaniments,  so 
far  as  they  were  concerned,  would  have  ceased.  Happily,  however,  for 
humanity,  there  is  yet  hope  that  no  inconsiderable  number  of  these 
Africans  and  their  descendants,  who  have  survived  the  perils  through 
which  they  have  been  called  to  pass,  may  yet  be  free,  and  most  honour- 
able will  it  be  to  the  government  of  her  Majesty  if  it  become  the  instru- 
ment of  achieving  their  liberty  ! 

"  Spain,  Brazil,  and  Holland,  have  been  for  many  years  under  the  most 
solemn  engagements  to  co-operate  with  this  country  in  the  suppression 
of  the  slave-trade.  Under  the  treaties  which  exist  with  these  j)owers, 
the  government  of  this  countrv-  has  acquired  the  right  to  demand  of  them 
what  has  become  of  the  Africans,  who  it  is  notorious  have  been 
illicitly  and  scandalously  introduced,  by  tens  of  thousands,  since  the 
formation  of  those  treaties ;  who  still  continue  to  be  introduced  into  the 
colonies  and  territories  of  the  two  former  powers,  notwithstanding  the 
vigilance  of  British  cruizers,  and  an  immense  expenditure  of  treasure 
and  of  life  on  the  part  of  tin's  country.  And,  further,  in  the  judgment 
of  the  Committee,  the  government  has  not  only  acquired  the  right  to 
demand  what  has  become  of  these  victims  of  cupidity  and  oppression, 
but  also  the  power  to  inter])ose  in  their  behalf,  to  declare  then-  right  to 
liberty,  and  to  secure  its  enjoyment.  The  Committee  would,  therefore, 
beg  most  earnestly  of  your  lordship,  to  adopt  such  measures  as  shall  be  a 
test  of  the  sincerity  of  these  powers  to  abolish  the  slave-trade,  and  shall 
lead  without  delay  to  the  enforcement  of  their  own  laws.  The  im])ortance 
of  such  a  step  must  be  obvious  to  your  lordship,  inasmuch  as  it  would 
secure  the  liberty  of  an  immense  body  of  Africans  now  unlawfully  held  as 
slaves;  and,  what  is  now  even  of  greater  importance,  Avould  effectually 
destroy  the  slave-trade.  The  Committee  conceive  that  the  constitution  of 
a  court  under  the  treaties  referred  to,  possessing  ample  and  summary 
powers  to  ascertain  the  bozal  from  the  Creole  negroes — the  Africans 
imported  subsequently  to  the  date  of  the  first  treaties  with  these  powers 
for  the  suppression  of  the  slave-trade,  from  those  who  had  been  previously 
introduced;  and  authority  to  decide,  without  a])])cal,  in  all  cases  brought 
before  it  for  adjudication^  upon  the  question  of  their  right  to  liberty — the 
onus  of  proof,  in  all  cases  to  the  contrary,  resting  witii  the  parties  claiming 
ownership,  Avould  be  of  great  value  in  this  respect." 


Copy   of  a   despatch   from   Viscount  Palmerston   to  Mr.   Aston,  British 
Minister  at  Madrid,  dated  'loth  May,  1840. 

"Although  the  slave-trade  under  the  Spanish  flag  has  been,  in  a  great 
measure,  suppressed  by  means  of  the  treaty  of  June,  1835,  between  Great 
Britain  and  Spain,  yet  slave-traders  have  hoisted  other  flags  to  protect 
their  vessels;  and  thus  the  island  of  Cuba  has  continued  to  be  supplied 
with  fresh  importations  of  negro  slaves  from  Africa.  It  has,  however, 
been  suggested  that  these  abuses  might  be  stopped,  by  investing  the 
Mixed  Court  of  Justice,  established  at  the  Havana,  with  authority  to 
investigate  the  cases  of  negroes  who  are  held  in  slavery  in  the  island  ; 
and  to  declare  whether  such  negroes  have,  or  have  not,  been  imported 
into  that  island  since  the  20th  October,  1820;  and  whether,  therefore,  they 
ought,  or  ought  not,  to  be  restored  to  freedom. 

"  I  have  prepared  a  Draft  of  Copvention  with  this  view,  and  I  transmit 
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it  lici  owith  to  you  ;  and  I  havc_to  desire  that  you  will  take  an  early  oppor- 
tunit)  of  proposing  it  to  the  Spanish  ministry. 

"I  have  received  from  Mr.  Turnbull  a  letter  at  some  length  upon  this 
subject,  and  I  herewith  transmit  to  you  a  copy  of  it,  in  order  that  you 
may  avail  yourself  of  the  arguments  contained  in  it,  in  discussing  with  the 
S])anish  minister  the  accomj)anying  Draft  of  Convention." 

Draft  of  Convention  between  Great  Britain  and  Spain  on  Slave  Trade. 
Preamble. 

"  Her  majesty  the  Queen  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  and  her  majesty  the  Queen  Kegent  of  Spain,  having  reason  tr* 
believe  that,  notwithstanding  the  stipulations  of  the  treaty  concluded  on 
the  23rd  September,  1817,  and  the  further  stipulations  of  the  treaty  con- 
cluded on  the  28th  June,  18.'3.j,  between  Great  Britain  and  Sjiain,  negroes* 
are  from  time  to  time  imported  from  Africa  into  the  colonial  possessions 
of  her  Catholic  Majesty,  and  are  there  held  in  bondage,  contrary  to  the 
letter  and  to  the  spirit  of  the  said  treaties,  and  in  violation  of  the  decrees 
which  have  been  promulgated  in  Spain  for  carrying  the  said  treaties  into 
effect. 

"  Their  said  majesties  have  named  and  appointed  as  their  i)lenipotcn- 
tiaries,  to  devise  and  agree  upon  further  measures  for  i)reventing  the 
violation  of  the  said  treaties  in  the  manner  above  mentioned. 

"  Who,  having  exchanged  their  full  powers,  ice,  have  agreed  upon  the 
following  articles." 

Article  I. 
"The  Mixed  Court  of  Justice,  estabhshed  at  the  Havana,  is  hereby' 
authorised  to  receive  information  upon  oath,  to  the  effect  that  grounds  of 
suspicion  exist,  that  negroes  recently  arrived  from  Africa  are  detained  as 
slaves  hi  the  transatlantic  Dominions  of  Spain  ;  and  the  said  Mixed 
Court,  upon  receiving  such  information,  is  hereby  empowered  and 
enjoined  to  summon  before  it  such  negroes,  and  the  persons  assuming 
to  be  the  owners  of  such  negroes,  and  all  other  individuals  apparently 
concerned  in,  or  having  knowledge  of,  the  transaction  in  question; 
and  the  said  Mixed  Court  is  further  empowered  and  enjoined  to 
examine  all  such  persons  on  oath  touching  the  said  transaction,  and  if, 
ujjon  examination,  it  shall  not  be  clearly  jnoved  to  the  satisfiiction  of  the 
said  Court  that  the  negroes  alleged  to  have  been  recently  imported  from 
Africa  were  born  in  the  transatlantic  dominions  of  Spain,  or  were 
imported  from  Africa  into  those  dominions  before  the  30th  October,  1820^ 
the  said  Court  shall  declare  such  negroes  to  be  free,  and  such  negroes  shall; 
be  set  free  accordingly." 

Article  2. 
"  If  the  omier  or  owners  of  the  negroes,  said  to  be  wrongfully  held  iii, 
bondage,  shall,  upon  the  first  summons  of  the  Court,  refuse  or  demur  tCK 
appear  before  the  Court,  either  by  themselves  or  by  others  in  their  behalf, 
the  Court  shall  summon  the  parties  a  second  time ;  and  if  this  second 
summons  should  not  be  effectual,  the  Court  shall,  after  the  expiration  of  a 
proper  interval  of  time,  summon  the  parties  a  third  time ;  and  if  the  par- 
ties do  not  obey  either  of  the  three  summonses,  the  Court  shall,  notwith-. 
standing  the  absence  of  such  owner  or  owners,  or  other  persons  in  their 
behalf,  proceed  to  adjudge  the  cause,  and  to  decide  whether  or  not  the 
negroes,  who  are  alleged  to  be  wrongfully  held  in  bondage,  shall  be  set 
free ;  and  the  decision  of  the  Court  in  such  cases  shall  be  held  good  and 
valid,  notwithstanding  the  absence  of  the  parties,  and  shall  be  carried  intc^ 
effect  accordingly." 
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Article  .3. 

"Her  Catholic  Majesty,  shall  within  weeks  after  the  exchange  of 

the  ratifications  of  this  convention  promulgate  a  decree,  giving  authority 

to  the  Mixed  Court  of  Justice  to  enforce  the  execution  of  its  decisions,  in 

accordance  with  the  provisions  contained  in  the  preceding  Articles." 

(Slave-trade  Papers,  Class  B,  1840,  pp.  2,  3.) 

We  have  not  yet  learned  whether  the  government  of  Spain  has  opened 
negotiations  upon  the  foregoing  basis ;  but  this  we  know,  that  the  ti-af- 
fickers  in  slaves  in  the  Sjianish  colonies,  as  well  as  the  holders  of  slaves 
illegally  introduced,  are  filled  with  dismay  at  the  present  movement  of  the 
British  government,  which  has  already  had  the  effect  of  putting  a  great 
check  on  the  slave-trade.  We  shall  wait  with  intense  interest  the  issue  of 
these  proceedings. 


BRAZIL. 

The  treaties  and  conventions  of  this  country  with  Portugal,  for  the  sup- 
pression of  the  slave-trade,  were  equally  binding,  both  before  and  after 
the  separation  of  Brazil  from  that  country,  on  the  latter  power.  In  No- 
vember, 1826,  the  Brazilian  government  entered  into  a  convention  with 
Great  Britain,  having  the  same  object  in  view,  which  wa.s  ratified  in  March, 
1827,  and  which  stipulated  that  "  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  the  subjects  of 
the  Emperor  of  Brazil  to  be  concenied  in  the  carrying  on  of  the  Africari 
slave-trade,  laider  any  pretext  or  in  any  manner  whatever;  aiid  the  carryiyig 
on  such  trade  after  that  period  by  any  subject  of  his  imperial  Majesty 
shall  be  deemed  ayid  treated  as  PIKACY.  On  the  7th  November,  1831,  a 
decree  was  pa.ssed  by  the  Legislative  Assembly,  .which  received  the  sanction 
of  the  regency,  the  first  article  of  which  declared  that  "  all  slaves 
entering  the  territory'  or  ports  of  Brazil,  coming  from  abroad,  are  free  ; 
that  all  persons  concerned  in  the  slave-trade  should  be  liable  to  fine  and 
corporal  pimishment ;  and  that  slave-ships  should  be  confiscated."  In  con- 
sequence, however,  of  the  flagrant  violation  of  the  existing  treaties  and 
laws  by  the  slave-traders,  Lord  Palmerston,  on  the  7th  May,  1833,  pro- 
posed "to  add  some  more  effectual  stipulation  to  the  treaty  (1826)  now 
m  force  on  the  subject."  For  a  time  negotiation  proved  unsuccessful.  At 
length,  on  the  27th  July,  1835,  Brazil  signed  additional  articles  to  the 
treaty  of  182G,  authorising  the  condemnation  of  vessels  equipped  for  the 
slave-trade,  and  the  breaking  them  up  when  proved  to  be  so.  These 
articles  have  not  yet  been  ratified  l)y  the  Brazilian  legislature.  Subse- 
quently to  this  period,  overtures  of  \  arious  kinds  have  been  made  to  tlie 
Brazilian  government  to  secure  the  abolition  of  the  traffic,  but  up  to  a 
very  recent  period  without  etlect. 

In  1837,  the  Marquis  Barbacena  proposed  the  revocation  of  the  decree 
of  the  7th  November,  1831,  and  subsequently  to  that  period  the  most 
strenuous  effort^!  have  been  made  by  the  pi'o-slaveiy  party  in  Brazil  to  at- 
tain that  object.  The  documents  which  have  been  printed,  illustrating 
this  point,  are  too  long  to  be  Inserted  here ;  bv.t  as  they  contain  some 
curious  admissions,  and  show  the  grounds  on  which  so  monstrous  a  pro- 
position is  advocated,  a  few  extracts  from  them  are  submitted  to  the 
reader. 

Extracts  of  a  Rejjrescntation  from  the  Provincial  IiCgislature  of  MInas 
GeriTS  to  the  General  Assembly,  dated  February  22,  1840. 
"  The  Provincial  Legislative  Assembly  of  MInas  Geraes,  under  date  of 
the  11th  March,  1839,  •  •  •  *  laid  before  you  the  just  clamours  which  the 


59 

people  of  Minas  raise  against  the  rigour  of  that  law,  and  the  danger  with 
which  it  threatens  tlie  fortunes  of  individuals.  It  explained  faithfully 
the  progressive  fallitig  ojf'  of  agriculture  and  of  miniyig,  for  wa?it  of 
African  labour.  It  frankhj  showed  to  i/ou  that  i?i  this  province  that  law 
neither  is  nor  can  be  executed,  because,  being  decidedly  opjiosed  to  the 
habits  and  interests  of  all  classes  of  the  population,  the  authorities  have 
not  Nuthcient  force  to  cause  it  to  be  rcs])ccted." 

*'  It  is  quite  evident  that  the  growing  necessity  of  African  labour  yet 
more  incites  our  citizens  to  a  traffic  which  is  criminal,  because  a  law  pro- 
hibits it ;  and  experience  yet  each  time  more  strongly  demonstrates  the 
impossibility  of  arresting  the  evil  torrent,  and  the  danger  of  the  law  being 
executed,  if  such  execution  irere  perchance  possible." 

"  These  "evils,  these  dangers,  and  above  all  the  immorality  which  is  the 
result  of  our  citizens  being  accustomed  to  violate  the  laws  under  the  very 
eyes  of  the  administrators  thereof,  the  disrespect  which  ensues  to  them 
therefrom,  and  the  contemjit  to  which  those  wiio  are  to  execute  them  sub- 
ject themselves  if  they  in  vain  attempt  to  fulfil  their  duty." 

"Persuaded  that  you  will  not  fail  to  listen  to  its  voice,  when  raised  in 
favour  of  the  interests  of  the  jirovince  which  it  represents,  this  Assembly 
again  respectfully  entreats  you  to  modify  the  law  of  the  7th  November, 
1831,  in  such  a  way  as  may  secure  the  fortunes  of  our  citizens,  and  may 
no  longer  be  an  imj)ediment  to  the  development  of  the  grandeur  of  which 
the  rich  province  of  Minas  Genes  is  susceptible."  (Class  A,  Slave-trade 
Papers,  1840,  p.  294.) 


Extract.s  of  M.  Pereira  de  Silva's  project,  dated  20th  March,  1840. 

"  Already,  in  1836,  this  Legislative  Assembly  of  the  province  of  llio  de 
Janeiro  made  a  representation  to  the  General  Legislative  Assembly  of  the 
empire,  soliciting  a  revocation  of  the  law  of  the  7th  November,  1831." 

"  Praiseworth^■  sentiments  of  humanity  were,  certainly,  those  which  dic- 
tated the  law  o{  the  7th  November,  1831,  which  deems  all  Africans  im- 
ported into  Brazil  after  its  jjromulgation  to  be  free,  and  that  those  indi- 
viduals are  highly  criminal  who,  directly  or  indirectly,  take  part  in  their 
imjjortation,  either  by  ])urchase  or  sale,  or  by  retaining  them  in  the 
cai)acity  of  slaves,  ^\'hat  salutary  effects,  however,  has  this  law  jiroduced  ? 
Not  one  of  those  whicli  tlie  legislators  of  the  cm])ire  had  in  view.  Instead 
of  advantages  it  has  brought  us  nothing  but  evils,  and  those  incalculable, 
which  cannot  be  remedied.  Instead  of  the  advantages  which  were  pro- 
mised us  for  the  future,  all  that  is  felt,  all  that  is  seen,  and  all  that  is  an- 
ticipated is,  on  the  contrar) ,  a  terrible  and  alarming  jjrosjiect.  From  the 
very  commencement  the  law  was  not  executed,  neither  could  it  be  executed. 
When  the  legislators  do  not  attend  to  the  habits,  the  ideas,  and  the  inte- 
rests of  a  people — when  puldic  opinion  is  despised,  even  though  those 
habits,  those  ideas,  those  interests,  and  that  judgment,  should  be  palpable 
errors,  preconceived  and  unfounded  opinions  and  inveterate  prejudices, 
the  consequence  is  terrible,  but  certain  and  inevitable ;  that  laws  so  made 
on  theory  only,  without  the  aid  of  experience,  can  neither  receive  their 
execution  from  the  citizens,  who  Avill  continue  to  act  as  heretofore,  nor 
from  the  authorities,  who  dread  to  commit  themselves ;  and  from  the  non- 
observance  of  the  law,  and  its  want  of  execution,  arises  that  demoralisa- 
tion which  communicates  itself  to  every  class  of  society ;  nor  is  this  general 
non-observance  of  the  law  a  singular  fact  in  the  history  of  nations  and  in 
tlie  annals  of  legislation  ;  on  the  contrary,  it  is  a  regular,  ordinary,  natural, 
and  in-esistible  effect." 

"  The  necessary  result  of  such  a  system  is  impunity ;  this  still  adds  to 
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the  number  of  the  delinquents  ;  and  there  is  no  spectacle  either  so  immoral 
or  so  corrupt  as  that  of  a  nation  which  does  not  respect  its  own  hnvs  ;  which 
despises  them,  and  even  habituates  itself  to  violate  them  with  impunity. 
And  from  the  immorality  and  corruption  of  a  society  how  many  evils, 
what  terrible  consequences,  must  necessarily  result !" 

"  This,  august  and  most  worthy  representatives,  is  the  course  which  has 
attended  amon^  us  the  law  of  7th  November,  1831.  The  most  important 
and  considerable  class  of  the  empire,  which  is  the  agricultural,  believe 
that  it  could  neither  live,  nor  prosper,  nor  increase,  Avithout  the  assistance 
of  African  labour,  seeing  that  a  sufficient  substitute  for  this  was  not  sup- 
plied by  fi"ee  labour ;  it  became,  therefore,  of  primary  necessity  to  acquire 
Africans  in  spite  of  all  risks  and  dangers.  Their  importation  did  not 
cease  on  the  promulgation  of  the  law ;  its  infractors  were  not  punished, 
inasmuch  as  they  received  the  sympathy  of  public  opinion,  which  could 
not  willingly  accept  the  law.  The  authorities  were  under  restraint  or  con- 
niving. The  example,  ra])id  as  lightning,  Avas  communicated  to  the  mass. 
The  infractors,  at  first  few  in  number,  now  constitute  so  large  a  body, 
that  their  punishment  would  be  a  real  and  great  public  calamity.  The 
law,  therefore,  became  a  dead  letter ;  which  very  circumstance  requires  its 
abrogation,  inasnmch  as  while  it  exists,  even  though  not  executed,  evils 
still  more  incalculable  may  ensue ;  because,  in  the  first  i)lace,  it  leaves  on 
statute,  and  establishes  the  principle,  that  all  those  Africans  imported 
since  the  promulgation  of  the  law  are  free.  And  may  it  not,  jierhaps, 
happen  one  day  that,  sustained  by  such  a  principle,  there  may  appear  like 
a  cloud  a  considerable  number  of  Africans,  wiio  are  continually  being 
landed  on  our  shores,  vociferating  for  their  liberty,  and  breaking  the 
chains  with  which  they  have  been  illegally  fettered  ?  And  then,  alas  for 
the  welfare  of  the  most  interesting  and  most  laborious  class  of  the  citizens 
of  the  empire,  who  possess  an  enormous  su])])ly  of  these  Africans ;  alas 
for  those  large  estates,  by  the  produce  of  which  the  nation  sujiports  itself, 
and  becomes  great  and  prosperous. 

"  Further,  most  august  and  worthy  representatives,  the  terrible  conse- 
quences anticipated  in  future  may  not  stop  here ;  if,  perchance,  a  period  of 
dangerous  reaction  should  arrive,  in  which  this  law  might  attain  sufficient 
force  for  the  execution  of  all  it.s  articles,  would  it  not  be  painful  to  see 
whole  families,  formerly  at  their  ease,  reduced  to  indigence,  and  their 
heads,  laborious  and  useful  citizens,  dragged  to  dungeons,  to  sufler  the 
penalty  which  the  legislators  have  awarded  to  those  violating  such  a  law, 
which  has  as  yet  by  no  one  been  respected  in  Ikazil,  at  whatever  risk  ? 

"  All  these  circumstances,  and  many  more,  will  suggest  themselves 
to  you.  By  the  love  which  you  consecrate  to  the  countr)-,  and  by 
the  desire  which  you  evince  of  co-operating  in  its  advancement  and  pro- 
gress ;  induce  the  Provincial  Legislative  Assembly  of  llio  de  Janeiro  to 
petition  again  that  you  will  take,  as  soon  as  possible,  those  measures  which 
you  may  deem  suitable,  in  order  that  the  law  of  7th  November,  1831,  may 
be  revoked  in  all  its  parts  ;  granting  an  amnesty  without  any  restriction  to 
all  those  persons  who  may  be  com[)rehended  in  any  of  the  enactments  of 
that  law,  declaring  the  Africans  of  every  condition,  sex,  and  age,  who 
have  been  introduced  into  Brazil  since  the  promulgation  of  the  law,  to  be 
deprived  of  all  and  every  right  of  action  for  vindicating  their  liberty;  it 
being  requisite  that,  while  terminating  at  once  the  scandalous  contempt  of 
the  law  Dy  drying  up  the  source  of  immorality  resulting  therefrom,  we 
may  also  prevent  the  lamentable  misfortune  of  seeing  Africans  armed 
witn  this  same  law,  requiring  their  liberty,  and  the  punishment  of  those 
who  have  imported  or  sold  slaves,  or  may  i)ossess  them."  (Ibid.  pi).  299 
to  301.) 
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The  foregoing  extracts  will  show  both  the  feelings  and  the  wishes  of 
the  planters  of  Brazil,  and  how  little  hoj)e  there  is  that  any  measure  of 
justice  or  humanity  will  meet  their  aj)probation.  The  admission  both,  of 
their  guilt  and  of  their  fears  is  important.  Tlioy  dread  a  reaction  on 
themselves,  which  must  inevitably  take  place,  by  which  in  their  turn  they 
may  become  the  victims  instead  of  the  oppressors.  At  the  present  moment 
more  than  one-half  of  the  slave  poj)ulation  of  Brazil  is  held  in  bondage 
contrary  to  law.  It  is  this  fact  which  makes  them  so  eager  and  united  for 
the  repeal  of  the  laws  which  constitute  them  criminals,  and  which  may  at 
any  time  be  wielded  against  them  for  their  condemnation  and  punish- 
ment ;  but,  above  all,  they  fear  tlie  power  which  this  fact  puts  into  the 
hands  of  their  slaves,  who  may  at  any  moment  assert  their  rights,  invoke 
the  protection  of  the  law,  sue  for  the  infliction  of  its  penalties  on  those 
who  have  usurped  authority  over  them,  and  obtain  their  deliverance  from 
bondage. 

The  British  government  have  not  been  unmindful  of  it,s  duties  in 
relation  to  the  pro-slavery  movement  in  Brazil,  as  the  following  statement 
will  show. 

Mr.  Ouseley,  our  representative  at  Ilio,  in  a  communication  to  M.  Lopes 
Gama,  minister  for  foreign  affairs,  dated  3rd  June,  1840,  after  adverting 
to  the  attemijts  which  had  been  made  by  the  slave-trade  party  in  the 
Brazilian  legislature  to  repeal  the  law  of  the  7th  November,  1831,  which 
gave  efl'ect  to  the  treaty  with  this  country,  and  secured,  among  other 
objects,  the  emancipation  of  all  slaves  illicitly  introduced  into  Brazil;  and 
after  stating  that  the  two  governments  they  represented  were  bound, 
"  both  conjointly  and  separately,  strongly  and  firmly  to  evince,  by  energetic 
acts,  the  good  faith  and  efficiency  of  their  united  determination  to  put  a 
stop  to  the  fatal  traffic  in  human  beings,  by  which  Brazil  is  inundated  with 
uncivilised  hordes,  iniquitously  kidnapped  from  their  native  country,  and 
by  which  the  prodigious  efforts  of  her  Majesty's  government,  and  the  ex- 
penditure which  it  has  incurred,  are  sought  to  be  rendered  unavailing;" 
observes,  "  It  would  be  much  to  be  lamented  should  any  proposition  pass 
which  would  render  that  law  inoperative,  or  tend  in  any  way  to  encourage 
the  slave-trade,  as  the  undersigned  would  have  to  protest  in  the  strongest 
manner  in  tiic  name  of  his  government  against  its  adoption  ;  which,  how- 
ever, with  the  present  enlightened  administration,  cannot  be  apprehended, 
as  it  is  clearly  impossible,  in  Ia\v  or  equity,  whatever  may  unfortunatelv  be 
de  facto  the  practice,  to  deprive  of  their  rights  and  liberty,  guaranteed  by 
the  most  positive  laws  and  the  stipulations  of  treaty,  a  multitude  of  indi- 
viduals, unaccused  even  of  crime,  and  living  under  the  protection  of  tlie 
laws  and  engagements  of  the  imperial  government,  for  the  sake  of  securing 
impunity  to  their  criminal  oppressors.  The  undersigned  repeats,  tiiat  the 
possibility  of  carrying  into  efl'ect  such  a  violation  of  all  moral  and  legal 
right  is  not  to  be  expected  in  a  civilised  country."  Here  rested  the  matter 
with  Senhor  Lopes  Gama,  w  ho  shortly  after  was  succeeded  in  office  by  M. 
Aureliano  de  Souza  e  Oleveira  Coutinho,  to  whom  Mr.  Ouseley  addressed 
himself  on  the  28th  August,  1840,  stating  that  he  had  "  received  positive 
instructions  to  protest  in  the  strongest  manner  against  the  revocation  of 
the  law"  of  the  7th  November,  LS31,  by  which,  in  fulfilment  of  philan- 
thropic and  just  engagements  with  Great  Britain,  the  unconditional  freedom 
of  illegally  imported  Africans  into  this  empire,  was  in  the  most  solemn 
manner  guaranteed  and  rendered  their  legal  and  absolute  right."  Of  the 
entire  concurrence  of  Lord  Palmerston  in  the  steps  Mr.  Ouseley  had 
taken  we  find  ])roof  in  a  despatch  of  his  lordshij)  to  that  functionary, 
dated  the  2nd  and  the  2oth  September,  1840,  from  the  latter  of  which  we 
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make  the  following  extract : — "  I  have  now  to  desire,"  says  his  lordship, 
"  that  you  will  state  in  writing  to  the  Brazilian  minister,  that  all  negroes 
who  have  been  duly  found  to  have  been  illegally  imported  into  Brazil  are, 
by  the  treaty  between  Great  Britain  and  Brazil,  entitled  to  be  considered 
free  ;  and  that  her  Majest/s  government  could  not  admit  that  any  law 
which  the  Brazilian  legislature  may  choose  to  pass,  would  aflbrd  to  the 
Brazilian  government  the  slightest  justification  whatever  for  violating  a 
treaty  between  the  two  countries."  Senhor  Aureliano,  in  his  reply  to  Air. 
Ouseley,  says,  that  the  administration  of  which  he  forms  a  part  "  sympa- 
thises with  the  philanthropic  sentiments  of  the  age ;  that  it  is  in  no  way 
in  favour  of  the  traffic  in  slaves  ;  and  that  it  will  not  belie  these  sentiments 
by  the  manner  in  which  it  considers  the  said  project  of  law."  Thus,  we 
perceive,  that  matters  are  ripe  for  decision  between  the  two  governments. 
Brazil  must  emancipate,  if  she  would  maintain  the  honour  ot  her  legisla- 
ture, her  laws,  and  her  engagements  with  this  country.  At  all  events, 
Great  Britain  will  not  allow  her  treaty  to  remain  a  dead  letter ;  she  will 
exact  the  bond,  and  that  will  determine  the  fate  of  the  slave-trade.  Hu- 
manity, justice,  religion,  the  faith  of  treaties,  and  the  integrity  of  law,  are 
on  our  side  ;  all  that  is  required  to  the  accomplishment  of  our  righteous 
object  is  firmness,  and  that  we  may  be  well  assured  will  not  be  wanting  on 
the  pait  of  her  Majesty's  government. 


No.  V. 

NEGOTIATIONS  WITH   THE   UNITED  STATES   OF   AMERICA   FOR   THE   SUP- 
PKESSION  OF  THE  SLA^•t-TRADE. 

In  the  United  States  the  curse  of  slavery  is  not  restricted  to  distant 
colonies,  nor  the  traffic  in  men,  women,  and  children,  carried  on  on  distant 
coasts,  but  slavery  exists  in  her  very  bosom,  and  the  acciu-sed  trade  in 
mankind  is  kept  up  in  her  southern  markets  on  the  same  terms,  and 
with  as  little  compunction,  as  the  trade  in  the  beasts  of  the  field,  or  in  the 
productions  of  the  soil.  Slavery  and  the  slave-trade  exist  in  one-half  of 
the  states,  and  are  more  or  less  protected  and  fostered  by  them  all.  Of 
her  domestic  slaver)',  and  of  the  buying  and  selling  of  her  own  subjects, 
however,  it  is  not  intended  to  treat  in  the  following  remarks,  which  will  be 
confined  exclusively  to  the  African  branch  of  the  slave-ti-ade,  and  to  the 
efforts  made  for  its  suppression  up  to  the  present  time. 

No  fewer  than  nine  acts,  having  ostensibly  the  abolition  of  the  foreign 
slave-trade  in  view,  have  been  passed  bv  the  legislature  of  the  United 
States,  between  the  '22nd  of  March,  1794,"and  the  5th  of  May,  1820.  That 
of  the  earliest  date  prohibits  "  the  carrying  on  of  the  slave-trade  to  any 
foreign  place  or  country  ;"  and  that  of  the  last  date  declares  the  slave-trade 
to  be  piracy,  and  affixes  the  punishment  of  death  to  the  crime.  Thus,  all 
that  can  be  effected  by  mere  enactments  appears  to  'have  been  done,  but 
nevertheless  the  Africo- American  slave-trade  has  flourished,  and  may  pro- 
bably be  continued  ;  but  should  it  not,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the 
American  flag  will  be  assumed  by  the  miscreants  of  all  nations,  when  they 
find  that,  under  its  protection,  they  are  to  be  free  from  inten-upticn  from 
the  cniisers  of  those  nations  who  have  joined  in  a  league  to  suppress  this 
infamous  traffic. 

In  the  year  1807  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  adopted  the  following 
resolution,  -viz. — "  That  the  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition 
of  the  committee  of  the  yearly  meeting  of  the  Society  of  Fnends  at  Bal- 
timore, be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  so  amending  the 
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laws  of  the  United  States  on  the  subject  of  the  African  slave-trade,  as 
more  effectually  to  prevent  the  said  trade  from  being  carried  on  by  the 
citizens  of  the  United  States  under  foreign  Hags ;  and  also  into  the  ex- 
pediency  of  the  United  States  taking  measiirex,  in  concert  with  other 
natio7is,  for  the  e7itire  abolition  of  the  said  trade." 

From  the  spirit  evinced  by  this  resolution,  hopes  were  entertained  that 
the  government  of  the  United  States  might  be  induced  to  enter  into  a 
treaty  with  this  country  for  the  suppression  of  the  slave-trade,  and  that  the 
important  measure  of  a  mutual  right  of  search  might  be  agreed  to — a 
measure  which  appeared  to  aflord  the  only  means  of  securing  the  effectual 
execution  of  tlie  laws  already  passed  for  that  purpose. 

In  1814  the  United  States  government  concluded  a  war  with  Great 
Britain,  and  in  the  treaty  of  peace  gave  its  assent  to  the  following  article^. 
"  "Whereas  the  traffic  in  slaves  is  irreconcilable  with  the  principles  of  hu- 
manity and  justice  ;  and  whereas  his  Majesty  and  the  United  States  are 
desirous  of  continuing  their  efforts  to  promote  its  entire  abolition,  it  is 
hereby  agreed  that  both  the  contracting  powers  shall  use  their  best  en- 
deavours to  accomplisli  so  desirable  an  object." 

In  June,  1818,  Lord  Castlereagh  addressed  a  letter  to  Mr  Rush,  the 
American  minister  in  London,  stating  the  necessitv  which  existed  for  some 
effectual  concert  being  established  amongst  the  prmcipal  maritime  powers, 
to  prevent  their  respective  flags  being  made  a  cover  for  an  illicit  slave- 
trade  ;  and  showing  that  whatever  might  be  the  state  of  the  law  on  the 
subject,  the  evil  would  continue  to  exist ;  and  that  in  proportion  as  it  as- 
sumed a  contraband  form,  it  would  be  carried  on  under  more  aggravated 
circumstances  of  cruelty  and  desolation.  His  lordship  refe'jj^d  to  the 
treaties  already  concluded  with  other  powers  for  tliis  purpose,  and  urged 
on  the  attention  of  the  American  government  the  advantages  to  be  derived 
from  their  acceding  to  a  mutual  right  of  search.  To  this  despatch  an  an- 
swer was  returned  in  the  following  December,  by  order  of  the  President, 
which  stated  that  the  American  government  was  desirous  of  a  total  aboli- 
tion of  the  foreign  slave-trade,  but  declined  at  that  time  to  enter  into  any 
treaty  for  its  suppression. 

On  the  29th  January,  1823,  Mr.  Stratford  Canning,  the  British  minister 
at  Washington,  addressed  a  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  State  reminding  him 
of  this  pledge,  and  calling  on  the  American  government  either  to  assent  to 
the  plan  proposed  by  Great  Britain,  or  to  suggest  some  other  efficient  one 
in  its  place.  After  the  recc])tion  of  this  letter,  and  before  the  return  of 
an  answer,  tlie  following  resolution  was  passed  (28th  February)  by  the 
House  of  Representatives :  viz. — "  Resolved,  that  the  President  of  the 
United  States  be  requested  to  enter  upon,  and  prosecute  from  time  to  time, 
such  negotiations  with  the  several  maritime  powers  of  Europe  and  America 
as  he  may  deem  expedient  for  the  effectual  abolition  of  the  African  slave- 
trade,  and  its  ultimate  deminciation  as  piracy  under  the  laws  of  nations, 
by  the  comsent  of  the  civilised  world." 

The  British  minister  was  then  informed  in  answer  to  his  letter,  that  the 
plan  proposed  by  the  United  States  was  a  mutual  stipulation  to  annex  the 
penalty  of  piracy  to  the  offence  of  participating  in  the  trade  by  the  citizens 
and  subjects  of  the  two  countries.  Mr  Canning  replied,  that  "  Great  Bri- 
tain desires  no  other  than  that  any  of  her  subjects  who  so  far  defy  the 
laws  and  dishonour  the  character  of  their  countrj-  as  to  engage  in  a  trade 
of  blood,  proscribed  not  more  by  the  act  of  the  legislature  than  by  the 
national  feeling,  should  be  detected  and  brought  to  justice,  even  hy  foreign 
harids,  and  from  under  the  ])rotection  of  her  flag."  He,  nevertheless, 
urged  a  limited  concession  of  the  right  of  search  as  the  only  practical  cure 
of  the  evil;  and  he  communicated  the  fact  that  so  late  as  January',  1822, 
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it  was  stated  officially  by  the  Governor  of  Sierra  Leone,  "  that  the  rivers 
Nunez  and  Pongas  were  entirely  under  the  control  of  renegade  European 
and  American  slave-traders."  He  then  proposed  that  a  mutual  right  of 
search  should  be  conceded,  to  be  confined  to  a  fixed  number  of  crui&ers  of 
each  side,  to  be  restricted  to  certain  parts  of  the  ocean ;  and  that  to  pre- 
vent abuses  these  cruisers  should  act  under  regulations  prepared  by  mutual 
consent ;  and,  moreover,  that  this  concession  should  be  made  oiUy  for  a 
short  time,  that  if  found  inconvenient  in  practice  it  might  be  discon- 
tinued. 

But  the  republic  stood  on  its  dignity,  and  would  not  condescend  to  yield 
a  concession  which  Great  Britain,  France,  Spain,  Portugal,  the  Nether- 
lands, Denmark,  Sweden,  Tuscany,  the  Hanse  Towns,  Naples,  and  Sar- 
dinia have  thought  it  no  degradation  to  make  in  the  cause  of  humanity. 

But  still  the  American  government  appeared  i^ery  anxious  that  every 
man  of  every  nation  who  engaged  in  the  traffic  of  slaves  on  the  coast  of 
Africa  (not  in  the  district  of  Columbia),  should  be  hung  by  the  neck  till 
he  was  dead :  and,  forthwith,  in  obedience  to  the  resolution  of  the  28th  of 
February,  despatches  were  forwarded  to  the  cabinets  of  France,  Spain, 
Portugal,  Russia,  the  Netherlands,  Buenos  xVyres,  and  Columbia,  an- 
nouncing the  desire  of  the  United  States  to  declare  the  trade  piracy,  by 
the  common  consent  of  nations. 

It  is  generally  understood  that  a  pirate  is  an  enemy  of  the  human  race, 
and  may  be  put  to  death  by  any  government  in  Avhose  hands  he  may 
chance  to  fall.  If  this  was  not  the  purport  of  the  proposition  to  the  House 
of  Representatives,  that  the  trade  should  be  denounced  "as  riKACY  under 
the  laws  of  nations,  by  the  consent  of  the  civilised  world"  we  may  well 
ask  what  did  it  mean  ? 

On  the  24th  June,  1823,  instructions  were"  forwarded  to  the  American 
miiiister  in  England,  authorising  him  to  conclude  a  treaty  with  Great  Bri- 
tain on  the  subject  of  the  slave-trade,  on  certain  conditions.  "  The  draft  of 
a  convention,"  says  the  Secretary  of  State,  "  is  herewith  enclosed,  which,  if 
the  British  government  should  agree  to  treat  upon  this  subject  on  the  basis 
of  a  legislative  prohibition  of  the  slave-trade  by  both  parties,  under  the  pe- 
nalties of  PIRACY,  }ou  are  authorised  to  propose  and  conclude." 

Now,  it  should  be  remembered  that  at  this  time  the  trade  was  not  pi- 
ratical by  the  British  laws,  and  the  English  ministry  could  not  make  it  so 
by  treaty.  Tiie  government  of  the  United  States,  therefore,  proposed  a 
co7idition,  with  which  possibly  they  might  not  have  it  in  their  j)ower  to 
comply.  The  ministry,  nowever,  when  made  acquainted  with  the  condition 
felt  confident  of  the  acquiescence  of  parliament.  "  The  British  plenipo- 
tentiaries," says  Mr.  Rush,  in  his  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  gave 
their  unhesitating  consent  to  the  principle  of  denouncing  the  traffic  as 
piracy,  provided  we  could  an-ive  at  a  common  mind  on  all  tlie  other  parts 
of  the  plan  proposed." 

The  treaty,  nearly  verbatim  with  the  draft  sent  from  Washington,  was 
signed  at  London  on  the  13th  March,  1824;  and  a  few.  days  afterwards, 
according  to  a  j)revious  understanding,  and  in  fulfilment  of  the  condition 
exacted  by  the  United  States,  parliament  passed  an  act  declaring  that  all 
British  subjects  found  guilty  of  slave-trading,  "  shall  sufl'er  deatli  without 
benefit  of  clergy,  and  loss  of  lands,  goods,  and  chattels,  as  pirates,  felons, 
and  robbers  upon  the  seas  ought  to  suffer." 

This  treaty  provided,  in  substance,  that  the  cruisers  of  either  })arty  on 
the  coasts  of  Africa,  America,  and  the  West  Indies,  may  seize  slaves  under 
the  rtag  of  the  other,  and  send  them  Iwme  to  the  country  to  which  they 
belonged,  where  they  should  be  proceeded  against  as  pirates.  So  that,  in 
fact,  the  whole  concession  made  by  the  United  States  to  Gjeat  Britain 
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amounted  to  no  more  than  pennitting  her  to  arrc«>t  their  pirates,  and  to 
deliver  them  to  their  courts  for  trial;  and  in  return  she  granted  to  America 
precisely  the  same  right  with  respect  to  her  ])iratoR. 

The  treaty  was  submitted,  of  course,  to  the  Senate  for  ratification,  which, 
under  the  circumstances  of  tlie  case,  one  Movdd  tliink  must  have  followed 
as  a  matter  of  course.  The  Senate,  iiowever,  thought  otherwise.  The 
treaty  Mas  laid  before  them  on  the  .'JOth  April ;  but  as  they  delayed  to  act 
U])on  it,  the  British  minister  at  Washington  became  uneasy,  and  on  the 
lOth  May  addressed  a  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  complaining  of  the 
postponement  of  the  ratification  ;  especially  as  the  project  of  the  convention 
had  originated  with  the  United  Stat«?,  and  as  Great  Britain  had  not 
hesitated  an  instant  to  comply  with  the  preliminary  act  desired  by  the 
President,  "the  legislative  prohibition  of  the  slave-trade  under  the  pe- 
nalties of  piracy." 

The  President,  naturally  feeling  his  own  good  faith  compromised  by  the 
hesitation  of  the  Senate,  now  sent  them  a  confidential  message,  urging 
the  ratification  of  the  treaty,  rtlle  remarked  that  the  rejection  of  the 
treaty  would  subject  the  executive  congress  and  the  nation  "to  the  charge 
of  insincerity  respecting  the  great  result  of  the  final  suppression  of  the 
slave-trade.  To  invite  all  nations,  with  the  statute  of  piracy  in  our  hands, 
to  adopt  its  principles  as  the  law  of  nations,  and  yet  to  deny  to  all  the 
common  rights  of  search  for  the  pirate,  whom  it  would  be  impossible  to 
detect  without  entering  and  searching  the  vessel,  would  expose  us  not 
sim])ly  to  the  charge  of  inconsistency. 

The  Senate  after  long  debates  finally  ratified  the  ti'eaty  in  a  mutilated 
form.  They  struck  out  the  word  "  America "  in  the  clause  authorising 
the  seizure  of  slavers  "  on  the  coasts  of  Africa,  America,  and  the  West 
Indies."  They  also  expunged  the  article  applying  the  provision  of  the 
treaty  to  vessels  chartered  as  well  as  owned  by  the  citizens  or  subjects  of 
either  party,  and  to  the  citizens  or  subjects  of  either  party  carrj-ing  on  the 
trade  under  foreign  flags ;  and  they  added  an  article  authorising  either 
party  to  terminate  the  treaty  at  any  time,  on  giving  six  months'  notice. 

It  should  be  observed,  that  the  slaves  imported  into  the  United  States 
(estimated  at  several  thousands  per  a>inu77i)  have  been  chiefly  inti'oduced 
through  the  Spanish  possessions  on  their  southern  frontiers,  slavers  direct 
from  Africa  rarely  having  the  hardihood  to  enter  their  ports  and  discharge 
tlieir  cargoes  ;  while  small  vessels  from  tlic  West  Indies  have  occasionally 
found  tlieir  way  into  the  southern  waters.  Of  course  the  treaty,  as  altered 
by  the  Senate,  would  afford  but  little  intenaiption  to  this  mode  of  stocking 
the  ])!antations  of  Louisiana  and  the  neighbouring  states. 

Tlie  British  cabinet  refused  to  agree  to  the  treaty  thus  despoiled  of  all 
its  efficiency ;  but  with  wonderful  simplicity  they  proposed  to  restrict  the 
right  of  search  on  the  coast  of  America  to  the  coast  of  the  southern  states. 
Tills  proposition  was  of  com-se  promptly  rejected  by  the  American  minister 
in  England. 

The  British  government,  vainly  cherishing  the  hope  that  the  United 
States  might  still  consent  to  some  combined  effort  to  destroy  a  trade  they 
professed  to  abhor,  offered,  through  their  minister  at  AVashington,  to  con- 
sent to  a  treaty  word  for  word  the  same  as  the  one  the  Senate  had  ratified, 
with  the  single  exception  of  restoring  the  word  "  America."  To  this  Mr. 
Clay,  then  secretary  of  slate,  replied,  that  "  from  the  views  entertained 
by  the  Senate  it  would  seem  unnecessary  and  inexpedient  any  longer  to 
continue  the  negotiation  resjjecting  the  slave  convention,  with  any  hoj-.o 
that  it  can  assume  any  form  satisfactory  to  both  parties.  That  a  similar 
convention  had  been  formed  with  Columbia  on  the  10th  December,  1824, 
exceptmg  that  tlie  coast  of  America  teas  excepted  from  its  operation;  and 
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yet,  notwithstanding  this  conciliatory  feature,  the  Senate  had,  bij  a  large  \ 

majority,  refused  to  ratify  it." 

The  last  effort  vras  made  in  concert  with  France,  which  joined  Great 
Britain  in  inviting  America  to  accede  to  the  conventions  lately  concluded 
between  the  two  former  powers;  with  how  little  success,  the  following 
letter  from  the  French  minister  to  Earl  Granville  will  show. 

"Paris,  llthJa?uian/,  1835.  § 

"  M.  l'Ambassadeur, — I  received  with  the  letter  which  your  Excellency  ^- 

did  me  the  honour  to  write  to  me  on  the  3rd  inst,  copies  of  two  des-  a 

patches,  and  of  tlieir  enclosures,  from  the  minister  of  his  Britannic  Majesty  3 

at  Washington,  relative  to  the  refusal  of  the  American  government  to  ac-  • 

cede  to  the  conventions  between  France  and  Great  Britain  for  the  repres-  ^j 

sion  of  the  slave-trade. 

"  The  cabinet  of  his  Britannic  Majesty  will  doubtless  agree  with  us  in 
considering  that  any  further  effort  to  induce  the  government  of  the  United 
States  to  accede  to  these  conventions,  as  offering,  for  the  present  at  least, 
no  chance  of  success. 

(Signed)         "De  Rigny." 

(Parliamentary  Papers,  class  B,  1835,  p.  103.) 

In  the  correspondence  referred  to,  the  government  of  the  United  States 
positively  declared,  that  "  under  7io  condition,  in  iio  form,  and  with  no  re- 
strictions, will  the  United  States  enter  into  any  convention  or  treaty,  or 
make  any  combined  efforts,  of  any  sort  or  kijid,  with  other  nations,  for  the 
suppression  of  a  traffic" 

to  our  readers  we  leave  the  task  of  making  their  own  comments  on  this  ^^ 

history  of  duplicity  and  hj-pocrisy,  and  proceed  to  other  details. 

On  the  2nd  November,  1825,  the  Columbian  minister  at  Washington,  in 
the  name  of  his  government,  invited  the  United  States  to  send  delegates 
to  a  congress  of  the  South  American  republics,  to  be  held  at  Panama. 
In  enumerating  the  topics  to  be  discussed  in  the  proposed  congress,  he  re- 
market!, "  The  consideration  of  means  to  be  adopted  for  the  entire  aboli- 
tion oT  the  African  slave-trade,  is  a  subject  sacred  to  humanity  and  in- 
teresting to  the  }X)licy  of  the  American  states.  To  effect  this  their  energetic, 
general,  and  uniform  co-operation  is  desirable."  At  the  proposition  of  the 
United  States,  Columbia  made  a  convention  with  them  on  this  su1>ject, 
which  has  not  been  ratified  by  the  government  of  the  United  States. 
Would  that  America,  which  does  not  think  politic  what  is  unjust,  would 
contribute  in  union,  and  with  common  consent,  to  the  good  of  Africa ! 

This  document  was  submitted  to  the  Senate,  and  on  tlie  16th  January, 
1826,  a  committee  of  the  Senate  made  a  report  in  relation  to  it,  in  which  * 

they  observe,  "  The  United  States  have  not  certainly  the  right,  and  ought 
never  to  feel  the  inclination,  to  dictate  to  others  who  may  differ  with  them 
on  this  subject  (slave-trade) ;  nor  do  the  committee  see  the  expediency 
of  insulting  other  states  by  ascending  the  moral  chair,  and  proclaiming 
from  thence  mere  abstract  principles,  of  the  rectitude  of  which  each  nation 
enjoys  the  perfect  right  of  deciding  for  itself." 

The  remarks  made  on  this  occasion  by  Mr.  White,  a  senator  from  Ten- 
nessee, are  worthy  of  observation :  "  In  these  new  states  (the  South 
American  re])ublics)  some  of  them  have  put  it  down  in  their  fundamental 
laws,  '  that  whoever  owns  a  slave  shall  cease  to  be  a  citizen.'  Is  it,  then, 
fit  that  the  United  States  should  disturb  the  ouiet  of  the  southern  and 
icestem  states  upon  any  subject  connected  with  slavery?  I  think  not.  Can 
it  be  the  desire  of  any'pr"i"i"ent  politician  in  the  United  States  to  divide 
us  into  parties  upon  the  subject  of  slavery  ?    I  hope  not.     Let  us,  then, 
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ccftse  to  talk,  about  slavery  in  this  house ;  let  us  cease  to  nec^otinte  upon 
any  subject  connected  with  it." 

We  have  seen  most  abundantly,  that  slave-holders  liave  no  objection  to 
talk  about  slavery  in  congress,  or  to  nepjotiate  about  it  with  foreign  na- 
tions, when  the  object  is  to  guard  their  beloved  institution  from  danger. 
It  is  only  on  the  abominations  of  the  system,  and  the  means  of  recalling 
it  to  remembrance,  that  every  tongue  must  be  mute  and  the  federal 
government  passive. 

Note. — We  are  indebted  to  the  pen  of  Judge  Jay,  of  the  United  States, 
for  the  principal  part  of  the  foregoing  article. 


UXITEU   STATES. — RIGHT    OF   SE.\RCn. 

Abstract  of  correspondence  with  the  United  States  Government. 

The  right  of  search,  or  the  visitation  of  vessels  upon  the  high  seas,  is 
again  brought  into  discussion  between  the  governments  of  Great  Britain 
and  the  United  States ;  but  not  involving  the  principles  on  which  the  two 
nations  originally  differed,  and  which  engendered  such  bitterness  of  feeling 
prior  to  the  last  war.  Then  the  question  at  issue  lietwjeen  the  two  govern- 
ments was  the  right  of  search  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  character 
of  the  cargo  and  its  oumershtp,  and  for  the  purpose  of  taking  British 
seame?}  on  board  of  vessels  coufessedbj  American.  This  was  strenuously 
claimed  by  the  British  government  as  a  belligerent  right,  or  a  right  re- 
.=?ulting  from  the  existence  of  a  war  between  Great  Britain  and  other 
nations,  by  the  operation  of  which  she  insisted  that  enemies'  goods,  though 
found  in  neutral  vessels,  were  lawful  prize — that  the  flag  of  a  neutral 
vessel  could  not  protect  these  from  seizure,  or  her  subjects  from  impress- 
ment. The  right  to  inquire  into  the  national  character  of  the  vessel  was 
not  theji  denied.  With  these  preliminary  observations,  we  proceed  to  call 
attention  to  the  communications  which  have  recently  passed  between  the 
two  governments  on  this  subject. 

The  correspondence  was  commenced  by  Mr  Stevenson,  on  the  13th  of 
November,  1840,  and  includes  six  letters  addressed  by  him  to  the  British 
minister,  Lord  Palmcrston,  and  his  successor,  Lord  Aberdeen ;  and  five 
from  Lord  Palmerston,  and  one  from  Lord  Aberdeen  in  reply.  The  cor- 
respondence closes  with  a  letter  from  Mr  Stevenson,  dated  October  21st, 
1841. 

The  subject  of  complaint  on  the  part  of  the  American  minister  is  the 
visitation,  search,  and  detention  of  certain  vessels  claimed  to  be  American. 
These  are  the  Douglass,  /ago,  Hero,  Mary,  and  Susan.  We  gather  from 
the  correspondence  the  following  character  of  these  vessels,  and  the  cir- 
cumstances of  their  detention. 

The  Douglass,  \dth  seven  Spaniards  on  board,  was  bound  to  the  river 
Brass,  in  Africa,  where  no  trade  but  the  slave-trade  is  carried  on ;  had  no 
custom-house  clearance,  but  the  captain  had  made  an.entrv"  on  his  log- 
book, that  on  leaving  the  Havana  he  could  not  procure  one,  that  he  had 
returned  to  the  harbour  for  such  a  paper,  and  had  sailed  again  without  it. 
She  was  consigned  to  a  well-known  slave-trader,  Don  Pablo  Teisas,  who 
was  then  on  board  of  her,  and  to  whom  the  slaving  vessels  Asp  and  Lark, 
which  had  been  recently  condemned  for  slave-trade,  had  been  consigned. 
She  was  found  to  be  fitted  out  for  the  slave-trade,  with  leaguers,  hooi)s, 
and  staves,  a  slave-deck  in  planks,  and  tliree  slave  coppers.  The  consignee, 
Don  Pablo  Teisas,  acknoAvledged  to  the  British  officer  that  her  cargo  was 
Spanish,  and  had  been  shipped  as  American  solely  for  the  purjjose  of 
avoiding  seizure.  This  vessel  was  detained  by  Lieutenant  Seagram,  of  the 
E  2 
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Termagant,  who  would  liave  sent  her  to  the  United  States,  to  be  delivered 
up  to  our  authorities,  but  that  he  had  received  orders  from  the  British 
commanding  officer  not  to  send  in  any  other  vessels  until  he  had  leanied 
what  course  was  pursued  by  the  United  States  government  in  respect  to 
the  Ea"le  and  Clara,  previously  sent  by  British  cruisers  to  the  United 
States.  After  detaining  her  eight  days  he  released  her,  in  consequence  of 
hearing  nothing  from  tlie  American  government. 

The  logo  was  fully  equipped  for  the  slave-trade ;  the  papers  found  on 
board  of  her  were  of  a  suspicious  character,  and  all  her  men  but  two  were 
Spaniards ;  and  her  Majesty's  Advocate-general,  to  whom  the  case  was  re- 
ferred, reported  as  his  opinion,  that  had  the  case  been  investigated,  suffi- 
cient proof  of  her  being  Spanish,  and  not  American  property,  Avould  have 
been  afforded  to  secure  her  condemnation  by  the  court  of  Mixed  Commis- 
sion at  Sien-a  Leone.  How  long  this  vessel  was  detained,  or  what  was  the 
character  of  the  Hero,  or  under  what  circumstances  detained,  does  not 
appear. 

The  papers  found  on  board  this  vessel  by  the  commander  of  the  Forester, 
showed  that  on  the  24th  of  January,  1839,  a  bill  of  sale  was  prepared  at 
the  Havana,  by  Mr  J.  A.  Smith,  the  vice-consul  of  the  United  States  at 
that  port,  setting  forth  that  a  ])crmanent  American  register  (No.  48)  had 
been  granted  to  the  American  brig  Man/,  of  I'hiladelphia,  on  the  27th  of 
June,  1837,  and  that  the  brig  was  at  that  time  owned  by  Jose})h  J.  Snow- 
den,  of  Philadelphia,  and  was  commanded  by  J.  H.  Haven. 

Joseph  J.  Snowden,  the  original  owner,  then  gave  a  power  of  attorney 
and  substitution  to  Charles  Snowden,  who  again  nominated  Pedro  Mane- 
gat,  the  notorious  slave-dealer,  but  who  was  described  in  that  document 
merely  as  a  merchant  at  the  Havana,  to  sell  and  transfer  tiie  Mary. 

Eight  days  afterwards,  Pedro  Manegat  professedly  sold  the  Mary  to  a 
man  named  Petlro  Sabate,  of  New  Orleans,  who  on  the  2nd  of  May  ap- 
pointed as  her  master  Charles  Snowden,  the  same  person  w  ho  three  months 
before  had  named  Pedro  Manegat  as  his  agent  to  sell  the  Man/,  and  on 
the  18th  of  June,  Pedro  Sabate  replaced  Snowden,  by  appointing  David 
Tomlinson  to  the  command. 

This  Pedio  ^Manegat,  the  pretended  seller,  but  real  purchaser,  of  the 
Man/,  is  the  same  individual  who,  in  like  manner,  owned  the  following 
nominally  American  vessels, — namely,  the  Hyperion,  which  left  the  Havana 
in  December,  1838,  as  an  American  vessel,  and  was  afterwards  condemned 
as  the  Spanish  schooner  Isabel :  the  schooner  Hazard,  which  w  as  de- 
tained and  eiToneously  released  in  February,  1839,  under  circumstances 
similar  to  those  whicli  mark  the  case  of  the  Mary ;  and  the  Octavia,  also 
condemned  as  Si)anish  pro])crty;  whicli  last-named  vessel  Pedro  Manegat 
had  only  employed  as  he  did  the  Mary,  namely,  to  cany  goods  for  the 
purchase  of  slaves  to  agents  on  the  coast. 

The  Spanish  master,  Thomas  Escheverria,  and  a  Sj)anish  crew,  were 
shipped  on  board  the  Mary  as  passengers ;  among  them  w  ere  several  indi- 
viduals who  were  recognised  as  having  l)een  formerly  captmcd  in  slave 
vessels,  Escheverria  himself  having  been  master  of  the  Spanish  schooner 
Norma,  when  that  vessel  was  captured  with  234  slaves  on  board.  Tlie 
shijj's  articles  set  forth  that  the  crew  was  engaged  to  navigate  the  Mary 
from  tlie  port  of  Havana  to  the  Gallinas,  or  ivhercver  else  the  master  may 
direct. 

In  two  of  three  pajiers  which  tlie  master,  DaridTojulinson,  ])roduccd  to 
prove  his  American  citizenship,  he  is  styled  Pils  li.  'J'oiitlivicrty,  and  in 
the  third  P.  B.  Tomlinson,  while  in  the  log,  enclosed  in  Mr  Stevenson's 
note,  he  is  called  Cajjtain  Thomason. 

The  clearance  and  bills  of  lading  show  that  the  OAvners  of  the  cargo  were 
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Blanco  and  Can-elho,  Pedro  Martinez  and  Co.,  Pedro  Aranegat,  and 
Thomas  Eschevcrria,  the  Spanish  c^iptain,  all  well  known  slave-traders ; 
and  the  consignees,  Thomas  Itodrigues  Baron,  Ignacio  P.  Bolo,  and  Theo- 
dore Canot,  of  the  Gallinas,  long  and  well  known  to  the  naval  odicers  cm- 
ployed  in  supj)ressing  the  slave-trade  on  the  coast  as  factors  for  the 
purchase  and  shipment  of  slaves. 

Thus  the  papers  produced  to  the  cajjtain  of  the  Forester,  by  Tomlinson, 
were  of  themselves  sufficient  to  show  that  this  was  one  of  the  then  fre- 
quent cases  in  which  the  flag  of  the  United  States  had  been  fraudulently 
assumed ;  and  all  doubt  was  removed  as  to  the  real  character  of  the  under- 
taking in  which  the  vessel  Avas  employed,  when,  on  further  search,  there 
were  found  on  board  of  her  slave  coppers,  two  bags  of  shackles,  large 
water-leaguers,  and  a  slave-deck,  the  latter  being  noted  as  shipped  under 
the  denomination  of  five  hundred  feet  of  lumber. 

Of  the  Man/,  the  above  account  is  given  by  Lord  Palmerston,  in 
his  letter  to  Mr  Stevenson,  of  August  27th,  1841 ;  and  this  is  but  one  of 
the  constantly  occurring  instances  of  the  use  made  of  the  American  flag, 
and  American  papers,  to  protect  Spanish  and  American  slave-dealers. 
The  blush  ought  to  mantle  an  American's  check,  when  he  sees  the  American 
government  and  an  American  minister  stepping  forward  for  the  protec- 
tion of  such  worthless  outlaws,  and  stickling  for  the  honour  of  the  Ame- 
rican flag,  tarnished,  polluted,  and  made  an  object  of-  scorn,  by  protecting 
rajjine,  and  j)lunder,  and  murder,  and  by  waving  over  a  traftick  in  which 
no  crime  is  not  involved,  and  into  which  no  feeling  of  humanity  enters. 

In  relation  to  the  Susan,  the  only  complaint  of  the  American  minister 
seems  to  have  been,  that  she  was  "  boarded"  by  the  ofKcer  in  command 
of  her  Majesty's  brig  Grecian,  when  off  the  light  of  Cape  Frio,  in  April, 
1839. 

In  justification  of  the  detention  of  American  vessels  found  engaged  in 
the  slave-trade  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  the  British  minister  states : — 

"  That  a  formal  agreement  was  entered  into  on  the  11th  of  March,  1840, 
by  the  commanding  officer  of  her  Majesty's  ships  on  the  coast  of  Africa, 
and  the  oflRcer  commanding  the  vessel  sent  by  the  United  States  govern- 
ment to  suppress  the  slave-trade  of  the  United  States  on  the  African  coast; 
and  by  that  agreement,  those  officers,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  into  ex- 
ecution the  orders  and  views  of  their  respective  governments  respecting 
the  suppression  of  the  slave-trade,  reqtiested  each  other,  and  agreed  to 
detain  all  vessels  under  the  United  States  flag,  found  to  be  fully  equipped 
for  and  engaged  in  the  slave-trade;  and  it  was  agreed  that  such  vessels 
should  be  eventually  handed  over  to  the  United  States  cruisers,  if  proved 
to  be  United  States  property,  and  to  British  cruisers  if  proved  to  be 
Spanish,  Portuguese,  Brazilian,  or  English  property.  And  that  the  com- 
manding officers  of  her  Majesty's  vessels  had  no  reason  to  su])j)ose  that, 
when  giving  effect  to  this  agreement,  by  detaining  vessels  bearing  the 
United  States  flag  and  engaged  in  the  slave-trade,  they  were  doing  a  thing 
which  would  be  disagreeable  to  the  government  of  the  United  States. 

"But  upon  finding  that  this  was  disagreeable  to  the  government  of  the 
United  States,  orders  were  given  to  the  British  commanders  on  the  African 
coast  not  to  interfere  with  American  vessels  engaged  in  the  sla>'e-trade  ; 
but  at  the  same  time  they  were  instructed  to  visit  vessels  found  on  that 
coast,  though  showing  the  stars  and  stripes,  and  to  examine  them  so  far  as 
to  ascertain  their  national  character.  And  here  is  the  point  of  controversy 
between  the  two  governments.  The  British  minister  expressly  disavows 
any  right  to  search  or  detain  American  vessels  on  the  high  seas  in  time  of 
peace,  though  found  engaged  in  the  slave-trade,  or  committing  any  other 
enormity  not  prohibited  by  the  laws  of  nations;    but    claims  the  right 
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of  visiting  them  for  the  purpose  of  i\scertaining  tlieir  national  character; 
that  is,  tliat  tlie  mere  exhibition  of  the  American  flag,  which  any  vessel 
that  chooses  may  raise,  shall  not  of  itself  be  evidence  of  her  character, 
since  an  English  or  Spanish  ship,  which  she  would  have  a  right  to  cap- 
ture when  engaged  in  the  slavc-ti'ade,  could  easily  exhibit  the  United 
States  flag." 

Mr  Stevenson,  on  the  contrary,  insists  that  the  right  of  visitation  cannot 
be  exercised  with  respect  to  any  vessel  sailing  under  the  American  flag ; 
but  when  pressed  with  the  absurdity  of  this  claim,  he  seems  to  retreat  from 
his  first  position,  and  to  confine  himself  to  vessels  rightfully  entitled  to 
wear  the  American  flag.  Lord  Pa) merston  thus  closes  his  argument  against 
the  grounds  first  taken  by  Mr  Stevenson : — 

"  What  would  be  tlie  consequence  if  a  vessel  engaged  in  the  slave-trade 
could  protect  herself  from  search  by  merely  hoisting  a  United  States  flag  ? 
Why,  it  is  plain  that  in  such  case  every  slave-trading  pirate,  whether 
Sjjanish,  or  Portuguese,  or  Brazilian,  or  English,  or  French,  or  of  whatever 
nation  he  might  be,  would  inmiediately  sailunder  the  colours  of  the  United 
States;  every  criminal  could  do  that,  though  he  could  not  procure  genuine 
American  papers;  and  thus  all  the  treaties  concluded  among  the  Christian 
powers,  for  the  suppression  of  the  slave-trade,  would  be  rendered  a  dead 
letter.  Even  tlie  laws  of  luigland  might  be  set  at  deiiancc  by  her  own 
subjects,  and  the  slave-trade  be  invested  with  complete  impunity.  Her 
Majesty's  government  are  persuaded  that  the  United  States  government 
cannot  maintain  a  doctrine  which  would  necessarily  lead  to  such  monsti'ous 
consequences ;  but  the  undersigned  is  bound  in  duty  frankly  to  declare  to 
Mr  Stevenson,  that  to  such  a  doctrine  the  British  government  never  could 
or  would  subscribe.  The  cruisers  employed  by  her  Majesty's  government 
for  the  suppression  of  the  slave-trade  must  ascertain,  by  inspection  of 
papers,  the  nationality  of  vessels  met  with  by  them  under  circumstances 
which  justify  a  suspicion  that  such  vessels  are  engaged  in  slave-trade,  in 
order  tnat,  if  such  vessels  are  found  to  belong  to  a  country  which  has  con- 
ceded to  Great  Britain  the  mutual  right  of  search,  they  may  be  searched 
accordingly ;  and  that,  if  they  be  found  to  belong  to  a  counti-y,  which,  like 
the  United  States,  has  not  conceded  that  mutual  right,  they  may  be  allowed 
to  pass  on,  free  and  unexamined,  to  consummate  their  intended  iniquity. 
Her  Majesty's  government  feel  convinced  that  the  United  States  govern- 
ment will  see  the  necessity  of  this  course  of  proceeding." 

Lord  P.  adds — "But  her  Majesty's  government  would  fain  hope  that 
the  day  is  not  far  distant  when  the  government  of  the  United  States  will 
cease  to  confound  two  things  which  are  in  their  nature  entirely  difl"erent; 
will  look  to  things  and  not  to  words,  and  jjcrceiving  the  wide  and  entire 
distinction  between  that  right  of  search  which  has  heretofore  been  a  sub- 
ject of  discussion  between  the  two  countries,  and  that  right  of  search  whicii 
almost  all  Christian  nations  have  mutually  gi\:en  each  other  for  the  suj)- 
uression  of  the  slave-trade,  will  join  the  Christian  league,  and  will  no 
longer  permit  the  ships  and  subjects  of  the  Union  to  be  engaged  in  under- 
takings which  tlie  law  of  the  Union  punishes  as  piracy." 

Lord  Aberdeen,  the  successor  of  Lord  I'almerston  upon  the  change  of 
ministry,  in  his  letter  to  Mr  Stevenson  of  October  13th,  1841,  thus  pre- 
sents the  question  at  issue,  the  extent  of  the  right  claimed  bv  the  British 
cruisers,  and  the  consequences  of  conceding  the  claim  made  by  the  Ame- 
rican minister :  — 

"  Mr  Stevenson  will  admit  that  his  objection  to  this  interference  would, 
under  any  circumstances,  tend  in  its  consequences  to  the  protection  of  an 
abominable  traffic,  stigmatised  by  the  whole  Christian  world;  but  the  con- 
fession of  Mr  Stevenson  that  the  trade  is  extensively  carried  on  under  tb«( 
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fmidulent  \i8e  of  the  Amorican  flag,  does  in  truth  justify  the  whole  claim 
put  forward  by  the  British  government. 

"  It  constitutes  that  reasonable  ground  of  suspicion  which  the  law  of 
nations  requires  in  such  a  case.  The  admitted  fact  of  this  abuse  creates 
the  right  of  inquiry.  -n  •  •  i 

"  The  undersigned  renounces  all  pretension  on  the  part  of  the  British 
government  to  visit  and  search  American  vessels  in  time  of  peace.  Nor  is 
it  as  American  that  such  vessels  are  ever  visited.  But  it  has  been  the  in- 
variable practice  of  the  British  navy,  and,  as  the  undersigned  believes,  of 
all  the  navies  in  the  world,  to  ascertain  by  visit  the  real  nationality  of 
merchant  vessels  met  with  on  the  high  seas,  if  there  be  good  reason  to  ap- 
prehend their  illegal  character. 

"  In  certain  latitudes,  and  for  a  particular  object,  the  vessels  referred  to 
are  visited,  not  as  American,  but  either  as  British  vessels  engaged  in  an 
unlawful  traHic,  and  carrying  the  flag  of  the  United  States  for  a  criminal 
purpose,  or  as  belonging  to  slates  which  have  by  treaty  conceded  to  Great 
Britain  the  right  of  search,  and  which  right  it  is  attempted  to  defeat  by 
fraudulently  bearing  the  protecting  flag  of  the  Union  ;  or,  finally,  they  are 
visited  as  puatical  outlaws,  jjossessing  no  claim  to  any  flag  or  nationality 
whatever. 

"  Now,  it  can  scarcely  be  maintained  by  Mr  Stevenson  that  Great 
Britain  should  be  bound  to  pennit  her  own  subjects,  Avith  British  vessels 
and  British  capital,  to  carry  on  before  the  eyes  of  British  officers  this  de- 
testable traffic  in  human  beings,  which  the  law  has  declared  to  be  piracy, 
merely  because  they  had  tlie  audacity  to  commit  an  additional  off'ence  by 
fraudulently  usurping  the  American  flag. 

"  Neither  could  Mr  Stevenson  with  more  reason  affirm,  that  the  subjects 
of  states  M-hich  have  granted  to  Great  Britain  the  right  of  search  shculd 
be  enabled  to  violate  the  obligation  of  their  treaties  by  dlsplajdng  the  flag 
of  the  Union,  contrary  to  the  will,  and  in  defiance  of  the  American  go- 
vernment itself. 

"  Still  less  would  Mr  Stevenson  pretend  to  claim  immunity  for  piratical 
adventurers,  who  should  endeavour  to  shelter  their  lawless  proceedings 
under  the  ensign  of  the  United  States. 

"But,  unless  Mr  Stevenson  be  prepared  to  maintain  these  propositions, 
the  whole  fabric  of  his  argument  falls  to  the  ground ;  for  the  undersigned 
admits,  that  if  the  British  cruiser  should  possess  a  knowledge  of  the  An  e- 
rican  cliaractcr  of  any  vessel,  his  visitation  of  such  vessel  would  be  eu- 
tirelv  unjustiflablc. 

"  lie  farther  admits,  that  so  much  respect  and  honour  are  due  to_  the 
American  flag,  that  no  vessel  bearing  it  ought  to  be  visited  by  a  British 
cruiser,  except  under  the  most  grave  suspicions  and  well-founded  doubtfi 
of  the  genuineness  of  its  character. 

"  The  undersigned,  although  with  pain,  must  add,  that  if  such  visit 
should  lead  to  the  proof  of  the  American  origin  of  the  vessel,  and  that  .she 
was  avowedly  engaged  in  the  slave-trade,  exhibiting  to  view  the  manacles, 
fetters,  and  other  usual  implements  of  torture,  or  had  even  a  numbar  of 
these  unfortunate  beings  on  board,  no  British  officer  could  interfere 
further. 

"  He  might  give  information  to  the  cruisers  of  the  United  States,  but  it 
would  not  be  in  his  own  power  to  arrest  or  impede  the  prosecution  of  tlie 
voyage,  and  the  success  of  the  undertaking." 

In  reply  to  the  letter  from  which  our  last  (quotation  is  made,  and  U<  es- 
cape from  the  position  which  he  had  certainly  taken  in  relation  to  the. 
sailing  under  the  American  flag,  and  the  immunities  derived  from  it.  Mi 
Stevenson,  on  the  21st  of  October,  and  in  his  last  communication,  says  — 
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'<  Indeed,  the  undersigned  must  have  expressed  himself  very  imperfectly, 
if,  in  denying  the  right  of  interfering  with  vessels  under  the  American 
flag,  he  did  not  convey  the  opinion  that  he  intended  to  limit  liis  objections 
to  vessels  bond  fide  American,  and  not  to  those  belonging  to  nations  who 
might  have  fraudulently  assumed  the  flag  of  the  United  States.  AVith  the 
vessels  of  other  nations,  whether  sailing  under  their  own  or  another  flag, 
the  government  of  the  United  States  can  have  no  authority  or  desire  to 
interfere.  ITie  undersigned,  therefore,  did  not  mean  to  be  understood  as 
denying  to  Great  Britain,  or  any  other  nation,  the  right  of  seizing  their 
vessels,  or  punishing  their  subjects  for  any  violation  of  their  laws  or  trea- 
ties; provided,  however,  it  should  be  done  withoiit  violating  the  principles 
of  puWic  law,  or  the  rights  of  other  nations.  Nor  are  such  the  conse- 
quences which  can  fairly  be  deduced  from  the  argument  which  he  had  the 
honour  of  addressing  to  Lord  Aberdeen,  and  which  his  lordship  seems  so 
greatly  to  have  misapprehended.  Great  Britain  has  the  undoubted  right, 
and  so  have  all  other  nations,  to  detain  and  examine  the  vessels  of  their 
own  subjects,  whether  slavers  or  not,  and  whether  with  or  without  a  flag 

Purporting  to  be  that  of  the  United  States  ;  but  in  doing  this,  it  must  be 
orne  in  mind  that  they  have  no  colour  of  right,  nor  will  they  be  per- 
mitted, to  extend  such  interference  to  the  vessels  or  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  sailing  under  the  protection  of  the  flag  of  their  country.'' 

That  Mr  Stevenson  is  fully  aware  that  the  exemption  from  visitation  of 
vessels  claiming  an  American  character,  will  greatly  promote  the  slave- 
trade  is  evident.     lie  says — • 

"  That  the  right  asserted  by  her  Majesty's  government  may  be  regarded 
as  important  may  not  be  doubted.  Indeed,  the  undersigned  would  not  act 
frankly  toward  Lord  Aberdeen,  if  he  were  to  pretend  that  the  consequences 
of  refusing  the  exercise  of  the  right  by  the  American  government,  might 
not  throw  very  great  difficulties  in  the  way  of  executing  the  existing  trea- 
ties for  the  abolition  of  the  slave-trade;  but,  as  he  has  taken  occasion 
heretofore  to  observe,  the  admission  can  neither  strengthen  the  claim  of 
right,  nor  diminish  the  force  of  the  objection  to  it,  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States." 

We  have  looked  through  the  correspondence  for  some  cogent  argument 
on  the  part  of  the  American  minister  against  the  right  of  the  claim  made 
by  Great  Britain,  or  the  expediency  of  its  exercise;  and  we  would  willingly 
present  to  our  readers  extracts  containing  the  strength  of  the  argument. 
Lord  Palmerston,  in  his  letter  of  27th  August,  from  which  we  have  already 
quoted,  had  said — 

"  The  undersigned  begs  leave  to  state  to  Mr  Stevenson,  in  reply  to  the 
remarks  contained  in  his  last  note,  that  her  Majesty's  government  do  not 
pretend  that  her  Majesty's  naval  officers  have  any  right  to  search  American 
merchantmen  met  with  in  time  of  peace  at  sea ;  but  there  is  an  essential 
and  fundamental  difl'erence  between  searching  a  vessel,  and  examining  her 
papers  to  see  whether  she  is  legally  provided  with  documents  entitling 
her  to  the  protection  of  any  countrj-,  and  esjiecially  of  the  country  whose 
flag  she  may  have  hoisted  at  the  time.  For  though,  by  common  parlance, 
the  word  flag  is  used  to  express  the  test  of  nationality,  and  though,  ac- 
cording to  that  acceptation  of  the  word,  her  Majesty's  government  admit 
that  British  cruisers  are  not  entitled,  in  time  of  jjcace,  to  search  merchant 
vessels  sailing  under  the  American  flag,  yet  her  Majesty's  government  do 
not  mean  thereby  to  say  that  a  merchantman  can  exempt  herself  from 
search  by  merely  hoisting  a  ])iece  of  bunting  with  the  United  States  em- 
blems and  colours  upon  it ;  that  which  her  Majesty's  government  mean  is, 
that  the  rights  of  the  United  States  flag  exemjit  a  vessel  from  search,  when 
that  vessel  is  provided  with  papers  entitling  her  to  wear  that  flag,  and 
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jirovinp  her  to  bo  United  States  property,  and  navigated  according  t« 

After  quoting  this  extract,  Mr  Stevenson  tluis  re])lies : — 

"Here  is  a  direct  assertion  of  a  right,  on  the  ])arl  of  British  cruisers,  to 
board  and  detain  all  vessels  sailing  under  the  flag  of  the  United  States, 
whether  American  or  not,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining,  hy  an  examina- 
tion of  their  papers,  their  national  character,  and  deciding  whether  they 
are  entitled  to  the  protection  of  the  flag  of  the  country  under  which  they 
sail.  Now,  it  is  proper  to  remark,  that  tlie  attempt  which  his  lordshi]) 
makes  to  distinguish  between  the  right  of  search  (a  right,  however,  whicli 
he  disclaims)  and  that  which  he  asserts,  is  wholly  fictitious.  They  are  es- 
sentially the  same  for  all  the  ])urposes  of  the  present  discussion.  Indeed, 
the  right  to  board,  detain,  and  decide  upon  the  national  character  of  ves- 
sels navigating  the  ocean  in  time  of  peace,  may  justly  be  regarded  as 
more  odious  and  insulting,  and  giving  jilace  to  wider  and  more  important 
injuries,  than  the  right  of  search,  which  is  purely  a  belli{jerent  right,  and 
cannot  be  enforced  in  time  of  jjcace.  But  if  the  distinction  Avas  admitted 
to  be  a  sound  one,  yet  nothing  would  be  gained  in  support  of  the  right 
which  Lord  Palmerston  claims  for  her  Majesty's  goveniment.  The  inquiry 
must  still  arise,  whether  a  power  even  of  visitation  or  dete?ifion  can  be 
rightfully  or  lawfully  exercised  by  any  nation  over  the  ships  of  another  in 
time  of  peace,  upon  the  high  seas.  That  it  cannot,  the  undersigned  will 
jiroceed  briefly  to  show. 

"  And  first,  as  to  the  principles  of  i)ublic  law  and  the  usages  of  nations. 
By  these  it  is  expressly  declared,  that  the  vessels  of  all  nations,  in  time 
of  peace,  navigating  the  ocean,  shall  be  exempt  from  every  species  and 
purpose  of  interruptioyi  and  detenfio?i,  unless  engaged  in  some  traffick  con- 
trary to  the  law  of  nations,  or  expressly  provided  for  by  treaty  or  compact. 
Now,  although  piracy  is  admitted  to  be  an  offence  against  the  public  law, 
and  therefore  punishable  in  every  countiy  and  by  every  nation,  no  matter 
where  committed,  it  must  yet  be  borne  in  mind  that  all  piracies  are  not 
offences  against  the  law  of  nations.  Piracy,  therefore,  by  international 
law,  and  that  which  may  be  made  so  by  the  municipal  law  of  particular 
states,  are  essentially  of  a  different  character,  and  to  be  treated  accord- 
ingly. Hence  it  is,  that  offences  declared  to  be  piracy  by  the  municipal 
law  of  any  state,  can  only  be  tried  and  punished  by  the  country  within 
whose  jurisdiction,  or  on  l)oard  of  whose  ships  on  the  ocean,  the  ofloiice 
may  have  been  committed.  Nom'  slave-trade  is  not  cognizable  under  the 
law  of  nations.  Although  prohibited  by  most  nations,  and  declared  to  be 
piracy  by  their  laws,  and  especially  by  the  statutes  of  Great  Britain  and 
the  United  States,  it  is  yet  not  an  offence  against  the  public  law,  and  its 
interdiction  cannot  be  enforced  by  the  ordinary-  right  of  visitation,  deten- 
tion, or  search,  in  the  manner  that  it  might  if  it  was  piracy  by  the  law  of 
nations.  That  this  is  the  acknowledged  doctrine  of  international  law  can- 
not, it  is  presumed,  be  doubted.  It  is  so  expressly  declared  by  all  writers 
upon  the  law  of  nations,  and  has  been  acknowledged  by  the  British  go- 
vernment, through  its  highest  judicial  tribunals." 

He  then  goes  on  to  argue  that  the  slave-trade  is  lawful  to  all  nations 
who  choose  to  practise  it,  and  that,  by  the  law  of  nations,  none  have  a 
right  forcibly  to  interfere  for  its  abolition.  This  argument  seems  unneccs- 
sar}'  and  altogether  aside  from  the  question  at  issue,  since  no  such  power 
is  claimed  by  the  British  government. 

The  foregoing  summary  of  the  correspondence  which  has  taken  place 
between  the  government.s  of  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States,  Ls  taken 
from  the  columns  of  the  New  York  Evangelist ;  and  exhibits  most  accu- 
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rately  the  points  of  difference  between  them,  and  the  grounds  they  re^- 
spectively  take  on  this  questio  vexata.  It  only  remains  for  us  to  point  out 
to  our  readers  to  what  extent  the  flag  of  the  United  States  is  prostituted 
in  aid  of  the  slave-traders  of  tlie  Havana. 

Her  Majesty's  Commissioners  to  Lord  Palmerston,  13th  June,  1840. 
In  October,  1836,  five  vessels  sailed  hence  under  the  American  flag, 
having  arrived  here  about  a  month  previously  from  the  Uiiiied  States, 
eqxiipped  for  the  slave-trade, — \\z. 

Anaconda,  Martha,  and 

Viper,  Rosanna,  Fanny  Butler. 

In  that  same  month  (October,  1836)  the  British  Commissioners  called 
the  attention  of  ^Ir  Consul  Trist  to  the  circumstance. 

In  1837,  eleven  vessels  sailed  hence  under  the  United  States  flag,  for 
that  purpose, — viz. 

The  Bee,  George  Washington,      Joseph  Hand, 

Two  Friends,  Perry,  Cleopatra, 

Morris  Cooper,  Teazer,  and 

Terrible,  Washington,  Itramurra. 

In  1838,  nineteen  vessels  sailed  hence  under  the  United  States  flag,  for 
that  purpose, — viz. 

"  '    ■  '  John  Holland,  Florida, 

Dolphin,  Hazard, 

Plant,  Clara, 

Venus,  Liberty, 

Shark,  and 

Mary  Jane,        ^  William  Savin. 

Comet, 

In  1839,  twenty-Uiree  vessels  sailed  hence  under  the  United  States  flag, 
for  that  purpose, — viz, 

""  "  Hound,  Cutter  Campbell, 

Mary,  Nymph, 

Catherine,  John, 

Elvira,  Asp, 

Butterfly,  Hannah, 

Douglass,  Centipede, 

Lark,  and 

Hound,  Hyperion. 

Thus,  then,  I  showed  you  tliat  for  more  than  two  years  had  the  slave- 
traders  been  presunxing  upon  impunity,  to  be  ensured  from  the  adoption  of 
the  United  States  flag,  without  the  United  States  consul  calling  on  his  go- 
vernment to  take  the  requisite  measures  to  prevent  it.  For  there  could  be 
no  doubt  that  had  he  done  so  in  a  proper  manner,  the  president  would 
have  taken  much  earlier  notice  of  such  communications,  than  have  left  it 
only  to  "  near  the  close  of  the  last  session."  (Slave-trade  Papers,  Class  A, 
1840,  pp.  271,  272.) 

Extract  from  Mr  Van  Buren's  Message  to  Congress,  of  December  1839,  in 

reference  to  the  slave-trade. 

"  Recent  experience  has  shown  that  the  provisions  in  our  existing  laws 
which  relate  to  the  sale  and  transfer  of  American  vessels  while  abroad  are 
extremely  defective.  Advantage  has  been  taken  of  these  defects  to  give 
to  vessels  wholly  belonging  to  foreignora,  and  navigating  the  ocean,  an  ap- 
parent American  ownership.  This  character  haa  been  so  well  simulated 
as  to  afford  them  comparative  security  in  prosecuting  the  slave-lradc,  a 


Gabriel, 

Alexander, 

Dido, 

Mary  Hooper, 

Eagle, 

Fame, 

Traveller, 


Rebecca, 
Oriental, 
William  Bayard, 
Morris  Cooper, 
Perry  Spencer, 
Wyoming, 
Octavia, 
Joseph  Wilding, 


75 

traffic  emphatically  denounced  in  oui-  statutes,  regarded  with  abhorrence 
by  our  citizens,  and  of  whicli  tlie  effectual  suppression  is  nowhere  more 
•'•nroroly  desired  than  in  the  United  States.  Tliese  circumstiinces  niake  it 
j)roper  to  recommend  to  your  early  attention  a  careful  revision  of  these 
laws,  so  that,  wiUiout  impeding  the  freedom  and  facilities  of  our  naviga- 
tion, or  impairing  an  important  1. ranch  of  our  industry  connected  with  it, 
the  integrity  and  honour  of  our  Hag  may  ho  carefully  preserved." 


KIIANCK. — KIUHT    Ol'    SKARCII. 
Abstract  of  Debates  in  the  Chamber  of  Deputies. 

Sitting  of  January  22,  1842. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  the  continuation  of  the  discussion  on  the 
address,  M.  Billaut  i)roposed  an  amendment  to  the  fourtli  paragraph,  which 
was  as  follows  : — "  Whilst  your  Majesty's  government  is  creating  in  the 
interior,  for  our  agriculture  and  manufactures,  ra])id  and  easy  means  of 
exchange,  it  contem])lates  the  extension  of  our  commercial  relations,  and 
opening  new  markets  to  the  j)roductions  of  our  soil  and  our  arts,  the 
prudence  with  which  it  will  conduct  the  negotiations  tliat  liave  been 
ojjened  must  be  a  guarantee  that  tlie  national  productions  will  retain  the 
jH'otcction  that  is  due  to  tlicm." 

Tlie  amendment  pro])osed  was  to  add,  "  Will  be  a  guarantee  also  that  in 
the  arrangements  for  the  suppression  of  the  slave-trade  your  government 
will  talie  those  measures  which  shall  place  beyond  attack  the  interests  of 
our  maritime  commerce  and  the  independence  of  our  flag." 

M.  BiUaut  then  proceeded  to  develop  liis  amendment.  In  the  discussion 
on  the  treaty,  AI.  Dupin  had  said  that  prevention  was  better  than  cure ; 
and  this  principle  he  (M.  Billaut)  considered  applied  equally  to  the  ques- 
tion raised  by  his  amendment.  Itrelatestoatreaty  which  is  not  yet  ratified. 
After  the  ratification  shall  have  been  concluded,  the  evil  would  become  more 
serious;  the  signature  would  then  throw  an  obstacle  in  the  way  of  the 
Chamber,  and  it  was  for  tliis  reason  he  had  called  their  immediate  atten- 
tion to  it.  The  right  of  search  had  been  for  the  last  c^^ntury  the  object  of 
the  ambition  of  England,  for  it  is  one  of  the  attributes  of  the  sovereignty 
of  tlie  ocean  to  which  she  pretends.  She  has  pursued  this  object  through 
every  pliasc,  botli  of  j)eace  or  war ;  whilst  France,  at  the  head  of  all  the 
other  maritime  nations,  contended  Ibr  the  i)rincii)le  that  tlie  flag  covered 
the  goods.  Xow,  during  a  time  of  profound  peace,  England  had,  under  a 
pretext  of  philanthropy,  set  up  a  claim  to  the  right  of  search,  and  thus 
secured  to  herself  the  monopoly  of  the  jjroduce  of  the  East.  England  pro- 
ceeded silently  to  obtain  her  end,  and  would  not  let  lier  object  appear  until 
sure  of  its  attainment.  Tims,  in  1814,  and  at  the  congress  of  Vienna,  she  spoke 
of  collective  and  not  special  raeasui-es.  In  1822,  the  European  powers,  with 
France  at  their  head,  formally  repelled  the  right  of  search.  England,  how- 
ever, was  not  to  be  discouraged  in  her  object.  She  waited  quietly  for  a 
favourable  opportunity,  and  from  the  first  day  after  the  revolution  of  July, 
tlie  right  of  search  was  re-demanded  at  the  firstopening  of  diplomatic  rela- 
tions between  the  two  countries.  The  right  of  search  is  granted  recipro- 
cally ;  the  English  cruisers  cannot  exceed  double  the  number  of  the  French. 
The  situations  where  the  right  may  be  exercised  are  pointed  out.  This  was 
a  great  point  gained  by  England.  France  was  the  power  who  England 
most  feared  would  oppose  her  pretensions.  In  1833,  the  English  ministry 
had  demanded  from  parliament  a  bill,  authorising  the  seizure  of  Portuguese 
vessels  found  beyond  the  Equator,  and  suspected  of  being  engaged  in  the 
slave-trade,    liemonnitrauces  were  made  by  the  Uueeu  of  Portugal  to  the 
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powers  who  signed  the  treaty  of  Vieuna.  The  same  attempt  was  made 
with  regard  to  Spain.  Within  a  ver\'  short  time,  England  has  dpn^w^^^d 
the  formation  of  a  tribunal  at  Cuba,  charged  to  pass  in  rev:--^  those  slaves 
imported  since  1820,  and  to  set  them  at  liberty  jr.  the  name  of  England  on 
the  territorj'  of  Spain.  He  should  not,  lie  said,  have  believed  this  fact,  had 
it  not  appeared  in  an  official  journal.  The  idea  was  preposterous  for  one 
nation  to  propose  to  establish  a  tribunal  in  another  nation  for  the  support 
of  its  own  'pretensions.  England  had  been  making  fresh  attempts  with 
the  United  States,  but  as  she  knew  she  should  there  meet  vith  a  vigorous 
resistance  to  her  pretensions,  she  dissimulated  her  real  designs.  She 
demanded  only  the  right  to  satisfy  herself  by  sesurching  out  the  nationality 
of  the  vessel,  under  tne  plea  that  hoisting  the  flag  of  a  nation  Mas  not  a 
sufficient  guarantee  of  a  vessel  belonging  to  that  nation.  The  American 
government,  however,  warmly  repulsed  this  pretension,  which  they  con- 
sidered as  highly  insulting.  England  will,  therefore,  wait  with  patience 
with  regard  to  America,  and  in  the  meantime  she  endeavours  to  bnng  over 
the  powers  of  Europe  to  her  views,  under  the  pretence  of  thus 
strengthening  the  Eui'opean  concert.  She  will  soon  reap  her  own  advan- 
tage from  the  measure,  and  is  happy  in  having  found  out  a  new  cloak  for 
her  designs.  If  England  now  abuses  her  right,  he  would  say  to  the 
government,  abuse  yours  ;  but  that  would  cause  war,  and  you  have  suc- 
ceeded in  combining  all  the  powers  against  you.  The  right  of  search,  con- 
tended the  honourable  deputy,  was  a  serious  attempt  against  the  freedom 
of  the  seas.  People  might  talk  of  reciprocity,  but  this  was  a  fallacy,  as 
England  would  take  special  care  to  have  a  superior  force  in  every  quai-ter 
where  this  reciprocal  right  might  be  used,  and  would,  therefore,  prevent 
the  exercise  of  this  right,  and  render  the  provision  null,  and  thus  render 
herself  the  sovereign  mistress  of  the  seas.  ■  France,  however,  had  other 
destinies.  At  the  head  of  a  navy  which  was  still  more  formidable,  she  had 
the  power  of  uniting  herself  to  the  navy  of  Spain,  Sweden,  and  Russia ;  and 
thus  cause  that  power  to  tremble  which  would  swallow  up  the  world ;  and 
he  anticipated  the  day,  not  perhaps  far  distant,  when  the  United  States 
would  dispute  the  sovereignty  of  the  seas  with  England  in  every  quarter 
of  the  world.  The  honourable  deputy  contended  that  the  day  that  the 
treaty  was  sigiied  would  be  the  day  that  France  would  put  herself  beneath 
the  yoke  of  England,  as  the  foundation  of  a  policy  which  might  have  ba- 
lanced the  policy  of  England  had  been  removed. 

M.  Guizot  said  the  orator  had  sufficiently  indicated  the  nature  of  his 
amendment  Its  aim  wa.s  to  determine  the  Chamber  to  express  a  positive 
censure  of  the  conventions  concluded  in  1831  and  1833  to  render  the  sup- 
pression of  the  slave-trade  efficacious.  Its  aim  was  not  confined  to  the  new 
treaty  not  yet  ratified.     He,  the  minister,  first  would  declare  that  the  rcci- 

Erocity  alleged  to  be  refused  to  second-rate  powers  had,  on  the  contrary, 
een  granted.  Sardinia,  the  Sicilies,  Bremen,  and  Lucca,  all  enjoyed  the 
reciprocity.  Reciprocity  was  the  sole  guarantee  of  the  weak  against  the 
strong,  and  was  a  great  conquest  for  the  weak.  Without  reciprocity  those 
nations  would  not  have  consented  to  the  treaty.  Their  honour  would  have 
been  implicated.  The  treaties  had  for  their  aim  merely  to  attain  a  laudable 
view,  and  the  measures  founded  on  them  have  as  yet  given  rise  to  veiy 
few  and  small  abuses,  as  the  conventions  contain  a  remedy  for  their  abuses. 
The  rights  of  the  negroes  were  not  called  in  question.  He  Mould  mention  to 
the  Chamber  the  guarantees  that  there  Mere.  First,  the  cruisers  must  have  the 
authorisation  of  both  governments.  The  Queen  of  England  could  not 
alone  give  to  an  Englisn  vessel  the  right  .to  stop  and  search  a  French  ves- 
sel. The  English  cruisers  must  procure,  also,  a  permit  from  the  King  of 
the  French ;   and  unless  it  shows  this,  the  vessel  stopped  can  resist.     Is  it 
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to  be  supposed  tliat  the  King  of  tlie  French  would  give  these   permits,  if 
tliey  were  employed  to  the  detriment  of  French  trade  ? 

A  ■voice  cried  out,  "  Is  the  number  limited?" 

M.  Guizot  said,  Wliat  matters?  If  the  government  should  find  tiie 
nimiber  of  cruisers  excessive,  it  would  cease  to  give  more  permission.  Tiie 
second  guarantee  was  in  the  nationality  of  the  tribunal  which  pronounced 
on  the  validity  of  the  capture.  The  third  guarantee  is  in  the  clause  de- 
claring that  if  a  vessel  be  arrested  without  sufficient  motives,  the  tribunal 
can  condemn  the  government  of  the  capturing  vessel  to  pay  an  indemnity 
for  the  capture.  It  is  the  only  example  of  a  power  to  condemn  a  foreign 
government.  Are  these  guarantees  suificient?  You  may  form  a  judgment 
when  you  are  told  that  during  ten  years  there  has  not  l)een  a  single  recla- 
mation. The  number  of  cruisers  is  as  follows: — There  are  I'i-l  English 
cruisers  and  105  Frencli.  They  are  thus  divided : — There  are  37  French 
and  38  English  in  the  West  Indies  ;  in  the  Brazils,  42  French  and  49 
English;  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  13  French  and  35  English;  at  13ourbon 
and  Madagascar,  13  French  and  4  English.  You  see  the  difference  is  not 
great. 

Silting  of  January  23. 

M.  Guizot  continued :  In  one  respect  the  new  treaty  introduced  a  notable 
change.  The  old  convention  granted  the  right  of  search  in  certain  zones, 
around  those  places  whence  negroes  were  brought,  and  around  tliose  places 
Avherc  negroes  were  brought  to.  The  coast  of  Africa  and  the  shores  of  Brazil 
and  Cuba  were  the  ])rincipal  points.  Search  was  allowed  ai-ound  these  ;  but 
was  not  allowed  in  the  intervening  space  of  the  ocean,  except  when  a  slaver 
was  perceived  just  within  the  allowed  zone,  and  then  it  might  be  pursued 
anj^vhere.  Hence  contestations  arose  as  to  where  the  vessel  could  first  be 
descried.  Another  evil  was,  that  a  slaver  having  once  got  safe  from  the  coast 
of  Africa,  waited  in  the  ocean,  where  it  was  free  from  search,  till  a  fit  oppor- 
tunity offered  for  running  tlu-ougli  the  other  zone  of  search  into  Cuba  or 
Brazil.  Lord  Palmerston,  to  obviate  this,  wished  to  extend  the  right  of 
search  to  the  entire  ocean.  France  refused,  and  granted  merely  that  part 
of  the  ocean  between  Africa  and  the  countries  which  jjurchased  slaves. 
The  aim  of  the  treaty  was  to  destroy  the  slave-ti-ade.  Some  alleged  that 
England  had  more  selfish  views.  He  would  not  deny  that  temporal  and 
])cr.-;onal  interests  did  mingle  with  the  noblest  and  most  generous  ones  ; 
hut  selfish  and  interested  motives  alone  had  never  given  rise  to  a  movement 
5.0  great  as  that  which  jiursucd  the  abolition  of  the  slave-trade.  That 
nio\ement,  whicli  had  led  to  important  sacrifices,  had  originated  in  moral 
and  religious  feelings,  or  a  wish  to  put  an  end  to  an  infamous  traffic,  and  to 
emancipate  a  great  portion  of  the  human  race. 

Here  M.  Isambert  exclaimed,  It  is  the  truth. 

Since  1789,  said  M.  Guizot,  France  has  done  many  great  and  generous 
things,  blindly  and  passionately,  Avithout  calculation.  Is  England  inca- 
pable of  the  same?  Did  you  attend  tliose  gi-eat  meetings  in  England, 
where  so  many  great  and  good  men  devote  themselves  to  the  holiest  of 
causes — those  meetings  which  M.  Isambert  and  I  have  seen — you  would 
be  convinced  that  disinterested  and  generous  sentiments,  and  a  love  of 
humanity,  are  more  influential  than  any  national  selfishness,  prompting  to 
the  pui-suit  of  this  great  work.  The  question  now  is,  whether  it  is  to  be  aban- 
doned or  gone  on  with.  He  (tlie  minister)  was  for  going  on  with  it.  He  could 
not  believe  that  their  commissions  for  the  abolition  of  slavery,  with  all  the  talk 
on  the  subject,  were  but  empty  words.  F.xperience  could  not  inculcate 
such  selfishness.  On  the  contrary,  it  would  recommend  perseverance  in 
what  had  been  commenced.  There  might  be  objectionable  results  of  these 
treaties,  but  there  were  also  great  and  good  results.      Let  the  first  be 
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i-emedied  without  destroying  the  latter.  Ten  years'  duration  and  trial  of 
the  treaty  had  not  given  rise  to  any  abuse  of  their  work,  notwithstanding 
the  noise  that  had  been  made  about  it  this  day. 

M.  Dupin  then  rose.  He  was  not  (he  said)  a  partisan  of  slaverj'.  The 
question  was  not  about  the  treaties  of  1831  and  1833.  No  one  thought 
of  revoking  them.  The  question  was,  their  extension  in  1842.  And  the 
refusal  to  communicate  the  terms  of  the  new  treaty  to  the  commission  of 
the  address  had  roused  its  susceptibility.  He  blamed  the  extension  of  the 
eoneSj  anu  the  re-establishment  of  the  mare  clausum  in  lieu  of  the  mare 
libenim.  It  was  giving  up  the  Atlantic,  if  not  the  ocean.  The  first  article 
of  the  treaty  of  1833  was  a  lot  des  suspects,  but  as  it  made  part  of  a  voted 
treaty,  he  would  not  revoke  it.  He  found,  however,  that  if  ever  it  was  felt 
necessary  to  get  out  of  such  a  treatj',  it  would  be  more  difficult  when  five 
powers  were  engaged  in  it  than  when  it  was  only  between  two.  The 
Americans  now  stood  for  the  freedom  of  the  seas,  and  resisted  the  right  of 
search.  In  that  case  they  ought  to  pay  back  to  the  French  the  twenty- 
five  millions  indemnity  for  damage  none  in  resisting  the  right  of  search  on 
the  part  of  England.  He  would  vote  for  a  paragraph  maintaining  the 
independence  of  the  national  flag,  but  not  touching  the  question  of  the 
slave-trade,  to  favour  which  would  sully  the  country. 

M.  Villemain,  minister  of  public  instruction,  said  he  was  glad  to  see  that 
M.  Dupin  abandoned  M.  Billaut's  proposal  to  revoke  the  treaties  of  1831 
and  1833.  Those  treaties  were  voted  by  the  very  parties  who  oppose 
them  now.  Even  the  proposal  to  make  slave-trading  an  act  of  piracy  was 
supported  by  Benjamin  Constant.  There  had  been  no  abuses  under  the 
treaty  of  1833;  abuses  were  merely  feared  for  the  future.  Were  there  not 
the  guarantees  that  M.  Guizot  had  recapitulated  ?  Far  from  giving  Eng- 
land any  narrow  supremacy,  this  treaty  put  her  on  an  equality  with  all 
other  European  states. 

M.  Thiers  then  rose :  He  woidd  explain  the  question.  He  did  not  want 
to  revoke  the  treaties  of  1831  and  1833,  although  he  had  nothing  to  do 
with  them. 

Here  a  voice  exclaimed,  "  You  were  minister  of  commerce  in  1833." 

M.  Thiers :  True.  But  there  was  a  difference  between  the  convention 
of  1831  and  that  of  1833.  The  former,  with  which  he  had  nothing  to  do, 
compromised  the  important  rights  of  neutrals.  That  of  1833  did  not  do 
so,  but  added  guarantees.  He  would  not  revoke  those  treaties,  but  he 
would  oppose  the  present  unratified  one.  It  was  alleged  that  the  great 
right  of  neuters,  for  which  France  had  struggled  fifty  years,  was  not  now  com- 
promised. But  look  at  America.  Why  did  she  resist  what  France  ceded  ? 
America  refused  even  to  consent  to  the  examination  of  her  ships'  papers. 
What  susceptibility !  Lord  Aberdeen  insists  on  discovering  to  what  nation 
a  vessel  belongs.  America  replies — Do  so  at  vour  peril ;  take  care  that  the 
vessel  which  you  do  stop  be  not  American.  And  is  France,  that  made  the 
great  coalition  of  1780  and  1800,  to  approve  of  what  America  repudiates  ? 
The  right  of  search  in  time  of  peace  was  more  serious  than  in  time  of  war. 
For  if  ceded  in  the  first  case,  how  could  it  be  refused  in  the  second  ?  Un- 
til 1831,  France  never  made  a  cession  on  this  important  point,  although 
all  other  powers  had  more  or  less  yielded.  The  quarrel  with  respect  to 
the  right  of  search  in  war  time  had  been  simplified.  Neutrals  had  found 
the  means  of  rendering  this  right  less  vexatious.  In  order  to  escape  being 
searched,  they  had  made  a  rule  that  when  they  were  convoyed  by  a  vessel 
of  their  own  nation,  they  could  not  be  searched  under  convoy.  This  was 
a  diffiailt  point ;  it  was  what  England  had  always  contested,  what  it  would 
never  grant,  and  which  waa  never  consigned  to  writing.  In  time  of  peace 
H  wa«  a  great  fault  to  establish  a  precedent,  because  that  precedent  be- 
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came  a  greater  cause  of  quarrel  in  time  of  war.  In  1833  the  right  of 
recijjrocal  search  in  vessels  employed  for  the  slave-trade  was  granted.  It 
had  been  added,  that  the  other  maritime  powers  should  be  invited  to  ad- 
here to  it,  and  regulations  were  made  in  order  that  the  right  of  searcii 
might  not  be  too  vexatious.  It  was  necessary  to  regulate,  in  1838,  the 
right  of  search  granted  in  1831,  and  indispensable  guarantees  were  then 
added ;  for  after  the  concession  of  the  right  of  search  it  was  necossarj'  to 
make  regidations  in  virtue  of  which  tliis  right  might  be  exercised.  There- 
fore, he  repeated  it,  a  valuable  concession  had  been  made  in  1831,  and 
nothing  but  guarantees  were  given  in  1833.  It  was  said  tliat  these  guaran- 
tees were  sufficient ;  they  were  so  in  a  certain  measure,  but  the  new  treaty 
now  complained  of  had "  partly  taken  them  away;  first,  by  extending  the 
zones  in  a  frightful  manner  ;  secondly,  in  suppressing  the  limits  to  the 
number  of  cruisers.  Ey  the  old  treaty,  France  had  it  always  in  its  power 
to  limit  the  number  of  English  cruisers  by  diminishing  its  own.  Now  this 
is  im])ossible.  The  fact  was,  the  treaty  was  made  in  London,  not  Paris, 
and  the  proof  was,  that  there  was  a  copy  of  the  treaty  in  English,  which  is 
an  abandonment  of  the  jirivilege  of  the  French  tongue  a.s  the  sole  diplo- 
matic one.  Nay  more,  the  longitude  in  the  treaty  was  that  of  Greenwich, 
not  Paris.  It  was  said  that  the  clause  about  double  the  number  of  cruisers 
was  not  possible,  because  this  could  not  be  applied  to  all  the  five  powers. 
But  some  of  the  powers  admitted  slave-trading  to  be  piracy,  otiiers  not. 
Why  not  establish  other  differences  as  well  as  this  ?  As  to  humanity,  said 
M.  Thiers,  that  can  be  no  longer  a  motive  with  the  English,  for  their 
vigilance  causes  cargoes  of  slaves  to  be  flung  into  the  sea,  which  surely  is 
more  inhuman  than  to  let  them  be  sold.  The  greatest  objection,  however, 
continued  M.  Thiers,  is  to  the  extension  of  the  zones.  IJy  the  former 
treaties  French  vessels  could  go  from  Senegal  to  the  trade  winds,  turn  the 
Cape,  and  go  to  the  Indies,  without  being  subject  to  the  right  of  search. 
Now  the  whole  ocean  and  the  Indian  seas  were  given  up  to  British  search. 
The  French  had  not  vessels  enough  to  have  cruisers  to  search  English 
ships,  and  had  not  vessels  enough  to  protect  French  interests  and  French- 
men in  the  ports  of  the  great  ocean.  How,  then,  could  they  send  vessels 
to  i)revent  the  slave-trade  ?  France  could  not  do  so  without  taking  her 
sailors  from  her  vessels  of  war  to  put  them  on  board  of  brigs  and  corvettes, 
and  send  them  to  cruise  idly  in  far  seas ;  the  English  kept  so  many  cruisers 
on  the  African  coast  merely  for  the  sake  of  tormenting  Frencli  trade;  and 
their  olyect  in  the  new  treaty  was  to  comprise  Senegal  and  Bombay  in  the 
same  region,  subject  to  their  annoying  right  of  search.  You  well  know 
how  odious  the  Isle  of  Bourbon  is  to  the  English.  They  wrested  from  us 
the  Isle  of  France,  where  our  troops  had  made  so  glorious  a  resistance. 
Bourbon  is  the  only  point  which  remains  *o  France  on  the  road  to  tjie 
Indies.  A  military  post  might  be  constructed  there;  the  only  means  the 
English  have  of  preventing  this  is  by  annoying  every  day  the  interests  of 
our  commerce.  The  advantages  and  inconveniences  of  a  treaty  are  less 
felt  here  than  at  Bourbon.  The  colonists  say  that  they  only  live  by  Mada- 
gascar ;  there  they  get  their  victuals,  their  cattle,  wood,  &:c.  Well,  under 
pretext  of  pursuing  slave  traders,  the  English  will  stop  under  some  pretext 
or  other  our  ships.  Suppose  there  are  planks  on  board,  and  there  must  l)e 
some  for  cattle — 

A  voice  :  It  was  in  the  treaty  of  1 833. 

M.  Thiers:  Your  ships  will  have  certificates  :  these  will  not  be  minded, 
as  in  the  affair  of  the  Marabout,  which  had  one,  and  nevertheless  was 
stopi)ed  ;  and  the  crew  was  not  brought  to  Cayenne.  Laws  are  made 
here,  but  liow  are  they  executed  at  sea  ?  The  English  cruiser  put  on 
bowd  the  prize  two  men  with  an  officer,  and  the  crew  of  the  Marabout 
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was  brought  to  Bahia,  where  it  still  remains.  That  is  what  will  happen  in 
the  commercial  seas.  You  have  preserved  the  French  jurisdiction  ;  but 
what  minister  could  have  abandoned  it  ?  You  have  prevented  French 
sailors  being  hung  to  English  yard-arms  without  being  tried ;  you  could 
not  have  permitted  this  without  being  tiied  here.  Your  guarantees  are 
null ;  they  only  guarantee  tlxe  lives  of  vour  sailors ;  that  is  the  great 
privilege  you  have  procured  for  the  French  marine.  Boast  of  it  before 
the  eyes  of  the  country  ! 

Several  voices:  It  is  the  convention  of  1833. 

M.  Thiers  :  I  know  this  perfectly.  I  have  already  said  that  I  took  share 
in  it  as  a  member  of  the  cabinet ;  but  I  also  said  that  the  Duke  de  Broglie 
had  added  to  the  deplorable  concession  of  1831  very  careful  guarantees  ; 
and  I  add  that  if  you  have  saved  the  lives  of  our  sailors,  you  have  not  pre- 
vented them  being  transported,  or  our  ship-owners  from  being  ruined. 
And  now,  when  a  ship,  authorised  by  the  governor  of  a  colony,  goes  for 
free  slaves  to  employ  them  in  the  colony,  the  ship  is  stopped  and  captured; 
it  invokes  the  treaties,  shows  its  certificates ;  do  you  think  it  is  easy  to 
argue  at  sea  ?  At  tlie  Isle  of  France  our  ships  were  nearly  fired  into  by 
the  English.  You  may  demand  indemnities,  but  will  you  get  them?  Your 
ships  will  have  lost  a  year  of  their  time,  and  your  trade,  ruined,  will  aban- 
don the  coasts  where  it  meets  witli  nothing  but  annoyance.  He  did  not 
ask  to  revoke  the  concessions  of  1831.  lie  deplored  their  existence.  The 
slave-trade  is  now  sufficiently  repressed.  There  now  exists  in  the  colonies 
a  register  of  the  civil  state,  and  the  negroes  lately  imported  would  be  im- 
mediately confiscated  and  immediately  set  free.  The  interest  of  humanity 
is  respected.  He  said  former  treaties  were  to  be  spoken  of  honourably,  but 
not  to  be  abused,  for  tliey  had  been  ratified,  and  the  means  employed  to 
enforce  them  had  become  suspicious.  He  asked  why  they  allowed  the 
treaty  to  stretch  from  Mogadore  and  Madeira  to  Cape  Horn,  to  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  the  sea  of  the  Indies  ?  Why,  when  they  possessed 
the  restrictive  guarantee  of  the  number  of  cruisers,  did  they  abandon  it  ? 
The  repression  of  the  slave-trade  did  not  require  this.  The  wants  of  their 
marine  would  not  allow  them  to  imitate  the  English  in  the  extent  of  their 
cruisers.  No  political  man  looked  without  dread  on  the  future  state  of 
French  commerce  in  case  of  war.  And,  said  he,  did  they  know  that  the 
first  thing  England  did,  when  war  was  declared  between  it  and  France, 
Mas  to  seize  their  vessels  of  commerce  ?  But  what  will  it  be  now  ?  That 
in  all  seas  the  English  have  cruisers  ready  to  fall  on  our  ships.  Their 
means  of  defence  were  their  means  of  vengeance.  With  cruisers  France 
might  not  make  the  English  retreat  by  sea,  but  make  them  feel  the  dangers 
and  damage  of  war.  Now,  let  us  boast  before  tlie  eyes  of  France  that  we 
hi^ve  given  England  cruisers  superior  to  ours,  which  will  ruin  their  com- 
merce during  peace,  and  totally  destroy  it  at  the  beginning  of  war. 

M.  Guizot  then  rose  and  said  that  he  would  be  brief,  and  that  he  only 
wished  to  cstal)lish  certain  facts.  The  fiist  was,  tliat  the  convention  of  1833 
had  been  made  by  the  ministry  of  the  lltli  of  October,  and  that  certainly 
M.  Thiers  had  had  as  mucli  part  in  it  as  he,  because  M.  Thiers  was  commerce 
minister,  whilst  he  (M.  Guizot)  was  minister  of  public  instruction.  He  had 
taken  his  share  of  responsibility  in  the  convention  of  1833;  he  did  not  see 
why  !M.  Thiers  should  refuse  to  accept  his  share. 

M.  Thiers  then  rose  and  said  he  did  not  nay  that. 

M.  Guizot  said  he  begged  the  honourable  member  to  be  convinced  that 
he  did  not  wish  to  elude  the  distinction  made  by  M.  Tliiers  between  the 
convention  of  1831  and  that  of  1833.  He  would  speak  of  it  in  a  short  time. 
What  he  then  wished  to  say  M'as,  that  he  did  not  think  it  riglitfor  a  minister 
pf  the  11th  of  October  to  say,  talking  of  the  treaty  of  1833,  "  This  is  what 
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you  have  done  !  Boast  of  it."  He  had  no  desire  to  prolong  a  nersonal 
discussion,  but  he  wished  to  state  a  fact  which  struck  him,  as  well  as  the 
Chamber. 

M.  Thiers  then  said  this  was  inexact. 

M.  Guizot  again  answered :  M.  Thiers  spoke  awhile  of  the  effects  of  the 
convention  of  1833 — of  the  incident  of  the  Marabout  for  instance.  He 
descnbed  the  deplorable  consequences  of  this  incident  to  French  commerce 
and  to  French  sailors,  and  he  said,  "  Boast  of  it."  He  was  ready  to  boast 
of  it ;  but  he  wished  M.  Thiers  to  boast  of  it  as  well  as  he. 

M.  Thiers  then  rose  and  said  he  did  not  deny  what  was  true.  He  had 
explained  himself  freely  upon  the  two  conventions  :  he  said  that  the  con- 
vention of  1831  had  made  a  deplorable  concession;  that  of  1833  had  only 
done  one  tiling — viz.,  limit  the  concessions  and  give  some  guarantees  to 
assure  France  against  the  dangers  which  might  threaten  its  commerce  ;  but 
these  guarantees  were  insufficient.  The  convention  was  insufficient,  be- 
cause, after  the  concession  made  in  the  treaty  of  1831,  there  were  no  longer 
sufficient  guarantees  to  cover  French  commerce.  He  said  and  repeated 
that  the  convention  of  1833  had  offered  a  greater  guarantee  for  our  navy, 
but  had  not  corrected  the  concession  of  1831.  He  added,  that  at  the  time 
of  the  treaty  of  guarantee  of  1833,  the  inconveniences  which  threatened 
France  at  sea  were  not  foreseen.  But  that  convention  was  better  than  that 
which  had  just  been  made. 

M.  Guizot  then  said  that  M.  Tliiers  had  mingled  up  questions  which  he 
(M.  Guizot)  had  carefully  separated;  that  the  affair  of  the  zones  had  nothing 
to  do  with  the  present  question.  As  to  the  difference  between  the  con- 
vention of  1831  and  that  of  1833,  the  principal  guarantees  were  contained 
in  the  convention  of  1831,  and  the  guarantee  which,  for  instance,  demanded 
that  an  order  should  be  given  by  the  two,  and  that  no  cruiser  could  act  in 
Anrtue  of  an  order  from  one  government  only,  belonged  to  the  convention  of 
1831.  The  object  of  the  convention  of  1833  was  to  complete  that  of  1831, 
to  ensure  the  efficiency  of  the  measures  taken  by  the  latter  for  the  repression 
of  the  slave-trade,  and,  at  the  same  time,  to  remedy  possible  abuses.  The 
convention  of  1833  did  not  disavow  that  of  1831,  as  M.  Thiers  had  just  said 
— it  accepted  its  basis.  M.  Guizot  then  denied  that  the  right  of  neutrals 
had  been  abandoned.  He  complained  that  the  convention  of  1833  per- 
mitted vessels  under  convoy  to  be  searched ;  and  yet  the  convention  of  1833 
prohibited  expressly  this  very  thing.  If  the  United  States  resisted  the  right 
of  search,  it  was  because  England  pretended  to  press  English  sailors  from 
on  board  American  vessels.  This  was  the  great  cause  of  American  resist- 
ance. Were  America  in  the  place  of  France,  it  would  not  refuse  to  join  the 
convention.  As  to  the  suppression  of  the  clause  limiting  the  number  of 
any  country's  cruisers  to  double  the  number  of  the  other — this  was  aban- 
doned because  inapplicable  to  Russia,  Prussia,  and  Austria.  The  reproach 
that  there  was  an  English  as  well  as  a  French  copy  of  the  treaty  he  could 
not  consider  serious.  He  had  no  objection  to  there  being  a  German  and  a 
Russian  copy.  The  extension  of  the  zones  was  necessary  to  the  efficacy  of 
the  repression  of  the  slave-trade. 

Sitting  of  January  24. 

Tlie  President  took  the  chair  at  two  o'clock. 

The  order  of  the  day  was  the  continuation  of  the  discussion  on  the 
paragraph  on  the  address,  to  which  M.  Billaut  had  proposed  an  addition. 

M.  Jacques  Lefebvre  proposed  the  following  addition : — "  "We  have  also 
the  confidence  that  in  granting  its  assistance  to  the  suppression  of  a  crimi- 
nal traffic,  your  government  well  know  how  to  prevent  all  attempts 
against  the  interests  of  our  trade  and  the  independence  of  our  flag." 

M.  Lacrosse  proposed  a  fresh  amendment  to  the  paragraph  : — "We  have 
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tbf!  hope,  that  if  your  government  adheres  to  new  engagements  relative  to 
Ihe  slave-trade,  it  will  know  how  to  assist  efficaciously  in  the  suppression  of 
that  infamous  traffic,  at  the  same  time  preserving  the  legitimate  inte- 
rests of  our  maritime  commerce  and  the  inaependence  of  our  flag." 

M.  Lacrosse  ascended  the  tribune,  and  in  support  of  his  amendment  said, 
th&t  although  he  would  maintain,  but  with  regret,  the  treaties  of  1831  and 
1833,  he  should  give  his  formal  opposition  to  any  extension  of  their  provi- 
sions. If  the  Chamber  wished  that  the  address  should  contain  a  manifesta- 
tion relative  to  the  acts  of  the  conference  of  London,  that  manifestation 
should  be  clear  and  positive.  The  amendment  of  M.  BUlaut,  with  the 
dfiTelopmenta  it  had  received,  appeared  to  blame  the  anterior  treaties :  the 
4piendinent  proposed  by  M.  Lef^bvre  appeared  to  grant  unlimited  confidence 
to  ^t\ire  treaties.  These,  he  said,  were  the  two  shoals  he  wished  to  avoid, 
and  for  that  purpose  he  should  persist  in  his  amendment. 

M.  J.  Lefi^bvre  said  the  three  amendments  were  alike,  inasmuch  as  they 
all  blamed  the  right  of  search.  M.  Billaut  appeared  to  attach  most  blame 
to  the  ancient  treaties.  M.  Lacrosse  had  avoided  that  retrospective  cen- 
sure, which,  he  said,  could  be  attended  with  no  good  result.  The  object  of 
his  (M.  Lef^bvre's)  amendment,  he  said,  was  applicable  to  all  cases,  and  its 
principal  meaning  was  to  warn  the  government  that  at  the  first  abuse,  or 
the  first  occasion  given,  it  should  renounce  any  renewal  of  treaties  which 
had  become  useless. 

M,  Berryer  could  not  see  the  distinction  to  be  drawn  between  the  three 
amendments.  All  of  them  expressed  the  same  opinion  of  the  character, 
the  object,  and  the  consequences  of  the  treaty  to  which  they  referred. 
There  were,  he  said,  three  great  maritime  and  commercial  powers — France. 
England,  and  the  United  btates  of  America.  Their  relative  strength  ana 
their  riches  were  not  equal,  but  in  case  of  any  hostile  struggle,  that  equality 
mi^ht  be  brought  about  by  the  alliances  which  would  be  formed  by  a  com- 
fflmiity  of  principle,  by  the  same  zeal  to  preserve  certain  doctrines  which 
pe  the  guarantee  of  the  liberty  of  the  whole.  The  treaty  under  discussion 
is  not  of  a  purely  diplomatic  character.  It  touches  on  the  most  sacred 
right  of  property  possessed  by  a  country,  and  of  which  we  ought  to  be  the 
mo9t  jealous,  and  which  we  ought  to  defend  with  the  greatest  susceptibility. 
The  question,  in  fact,  is  to  decide  whether  within  certain  fixed  limits,  the 
government  shall  authorise  an  English  cruiser  to  board  a  French  vessel ;  to 
Violate  the  domicile  of  a  French  citizen  on  the  high  sea,  and  to  inspect  his 
papers,  his  books,  and  his  provisions  ;  to  demand  of  him  why  he  had  on 
pgard  so  much  water,  so  mucft  wood,  so  much  rice,  or  any  other  article  that 
he  might  find  on  board,  and  thus  compel  him  to  give  an  account  of  his 
means,  and  all  the  resources  of  the  commercial  enterprise  in  M-hich  he  was 
engaged.  For  three  centuries  England  had  constantly  pushed  forward  the 
a^mand  for  the  right  of  search,  and  had  been  refused.  It  had  been 
QOjnanded  by  Elizabeth  of  King  Henri,  and  was  reflised  ;  by  Wellington, 
In  1815  i  and  at  the  congress  of  Verona  ;  and  the  demand  had  always  oeen 
tnet  by  the  same  refusal.  It  was  resersed  for  the  government  of  July,  at 
length,  to  grant  a  concession  which  had  been  so  long  sought  for  on  the  one 
hand,  and  refused  by  the  other.  Not  an  instance,  he  said,  had  ever  occur- 
red of  a  French  vessel,  or  a  vessel  under  the  French  flag,  being  taken  con- 
cerned in  the  traffic  of  slaves.  No  one  could  defend  the  trade;  but  it  was 
impossible  th^t  the  measures  proposed  to  be  taken  could  abolish  it.  "\VTier« 
then,  he  would  ask,  is  the  necessity  for  renewing  a  treaty  without  object, 
and  more  particularly  for  extending  its  conditions  to  the  infringement  of 
the  sacred  right  of  the  free  navigation  of  the  ocean  ?  These  rights  have 
S^ieady  b^fen  submitted  to  an  exception  in  case  of  smuggling  warlike  stores; 
out  thk  exception  was  only  good  m  time  of  war,  and  was  confined  to  coun- 
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tries  witli  which  the  nation  was  at  war.  The  learned  deputy  contended  that 
the  right  of  search  was  not  useful  for  the  suppression  of  the  slave-trade ;  it 
only  caused  the  slavers  who  had  those  unhappy  beings  on  board  to  throw 
them  into  the  sea  in  the  event  of  their  beinp  chased.  The  object  of 
England  in  so  pertinaciously  demanding  this  right  of  search  was  in  further- 
ance of  her  desire  to  assume  the  sovereignty  of  the  ocean.  The  right  of 
search,  agreed  upon  in  preceding  treaties,  -was  in  this  new  one  considerably 
extended ;  and  therebv  opened  an  immense  field  to  collisions  and  ditficul- 
ties  between  two  naval  rivals  in  all  parts  of  the  world.  The  whole  maritime 
commerce  of  France,  he  contended,  was  laid  open  to  the  .turveillance  of 
the  English.  In  conceding  the  right  of  visit,  you  have  lost  the  right  of 
lending  your  flaj^s  for  it  is  no  longer  inviolable.  You  have  torn  the  code  of 
nations — the  protecting  code  of  national  interests  and  honour.  England 
has  manv  questions  of  dispute  with  the  United  States,  in  which  France  may 
find  herself  implicated.  If  England  makes  a  cams  belli  of  this  treaty, 
which  America  refuses,  what  will  you  do  ?  You  are  tied— engaged  [here 
were  cries  of  "  No,  no"].  You  cannot  (continued  M.  Berryer)  withdraw 
from  a  treatv  signed  by  the  Five  Powers.  Your  enemy  is  England,  who 
has  deceived  you  so  lately,  and  who  now  gets  you  into  a  treaty  of  five,  where 
you  stand  aloiie.  He  had  so  much  mistrust,  that  he  would  do  everything 
to  prevent  the  ratification  of  the  treaty.  He  did  not  understand  the 
amendment  of  M.  Lefebvre,  and  he  would  vote  for  the  complete  indepen- 
dence of  France  on  this  question. 

M.  de  Tracy  said  it  was  not  sufficient  to  declare  the  slave-trade  abomi- 
nable, for  all  admitted  it  to  be  so,  but  they  must  not  limit  themselves  to 
vain  protestations.  There  must  be  some  better  provision  for  the  suppres- 
sion of  the  slave-trade  than  the  mere  power  of  capturing  a  slaver  when 
its  enchained  slaves  were  visible  on  her  decks.  The  rijjht  of  search  was 
absolutely  necessan,-,  and  without  it  the  trade  could  not  be  suppressed.  It 
had  been  said  of  the  treaty  of  1831,  that  it  was  entered  into  under  the 
influence  of  an  Anglomania.  This  he  denied.  The  treaty  was  the  result 
of  the  honest  and  conscientious  labours  of  a  committee,  of  which  he  had 
formed  part,  and  which  had  in  view  the  real  and  efficient  means  of  putting 
down  the  slave-trade.  Enthusiasm  for  England  had  nothing  to  do  with 
the  treaty ;  it  had  been  brought  about  by  the  horrible  nature  of  the  facts 
connected  with  the  traffic  against  which  it  was  directed,  and  the  unanimous 
determination  of  humane  and  benevolent  minds. 

M.  Billaut  again  addressed  the  Chamber  in  defence  of  his  amendment, 
and  read  a  passage  from  a  speech  of  M.  Benjamin  Constant  against  the 
right  of  search. 

Marshal  Sebastiani  said  that  M.  Benjamin  Constant  had  changed  his 
opinion,  for  he  had  at  a  ))eriod  subsequent  to  the  speech  alluded  to  by  M. 
Billaut  reproached  him  (Marshal  Sebastiani)  for  not  having,  in  the  part 
which  he  took  in  attempting  to  put  down  the  slave-trade,  placed  that  traffic 
upon  the  same  footing  as  piracy. 

M.  Lefebvre  said  whatever  might  be  his  objections  to  the  treaty,  he 
thought  the  responsibility  of  the  ratification  or  non-ratification  ought  to 
be  left  to  the  ministry,  who  could  not,  perhaps,  without  compromising 
the  dignity  of  the  country,  Avithhold  the  ratification.  He  thought  that  the 
recommendation  of  the  Chamber,  that  the  honour  and  independence  of  the 
French  flag  should  be  protected,  would  not  be  made  in  vain. 

Admiral  Duperre  said  he  should  oppose  the  amendment,  because  the 
treaty  was  not  susceptible  of  the  abuses  which  had  been  supposed.  From 
the  year  1831  to  the  present  time  no  complaint  had  arisen  as  to  the  seizure 
of  French  vessels  by  English  cruisers,  with  the  single  exception  of  the 
affair  of  the  Marabo'ut.  As  to  what  had  been  said  of  the  guarantees  of 
F  2 
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the  treaty  being  illusory,  he  would  declare  that  he  was  of  a  very  different 
opinion,  for  French  cruisers  had  always  practised  the  right  of  search  as 
English  cruisers  had  done. 

Admiral  Lalande  said  that  the  officers  of  the  French  navy  were  naturally 
susceptible  on  any  point  affecting  the  freedom  of  the  seas,  for  which 
France  had  ever  contended ;  and  without  being  opposed  to  the  principle  of 
the  treaty  of  1841,  he  could  wish  to  see  it  revised.  For  instance,  he 
thought  that  where  suspicion  was  entertained  that  a  vessel  was  engaged  in 
the  slave-trade,  the  nxles  and  precautions  adopted  in  ordinary  cases  by  the 
vessels  of  different  countries,  in  order  to  ascertain  whether  the  colours 
borne  by  a  suspected  vessel  were  really  those  which  she  was  entitled  to 
bear,  should  in  this  case  also  be  followed. 

Marshal  Sebastiani  then  entered  into  some  explanations  relative  to  the 
treaty  of  1831,  to  which  he  had,  he  said,  affixed  his  signature.  He  stated 
that  the  treaty  of  1831  was  the  result  of  the  long-entertained  and  ardent 
desire  to  suppress  the  slave-trade,  and  cautioned  the  Chamber  against  in- 
dulging in  the  exaggerated  national  susceptibility  which  led  to  the  sus- 
picion that  other  nations  were  perfidious  in  their  relations  with  France. 
As  regarded  the  English,  he  expressed  his  confidence  that  they  would  not 
by  their  conduct  justify  such  suspicions.  He  said  he  felt  honoured  by  his 
acquaintance  with  that  generous  nation. 

M.  Guizot  said  a  double  duty  again  called  him  to  the  tribune.  The 
first  was  towards  the  great  and  holy  cause  which  he  had  always  advocated, 
and  which  he  would  not  now  desert;  the  second  was  his  duty  to  the 
crown,  and  whose  rights  he  would  not  abandon.  It  had  been  argued 
amongst  other  things,  that  for  the  last  ten  years  not  a  single  French  vessel 
had  been  engaged  in  the  slave-trade.  He  m}is  glad  to  hear  this,  for  it  was 
a  proof  that  me  treaties  of  1831  and  1833  had  washed  out  the  stain  of 
inlamy  from  the  French  flag.  But  if  the  slave-trade  was  no  longer  carried 
on  under  the  French  flag,  it  was  carried  on  under,  flags  which  neither 
France  nor  England  had  a  right  to  interfere  with,  and  therefore  it  was 
that  they  desired  to  make  the  treaty  common  to  other  countries.  This 
was  the  true  object  of  the  negotiations  which  had  taken  place.  The  hon. 
speaker  said  it  had  been  observed  by  M.  Berrjer,  that  so  long  as  the 
United  States  refused  to  become  a  party  to  the  treaty  for  the  suppression 
of  the  slave-trade,  all  that  could  be  done  by  the  other  powers  would  be 
vain,  and  it  was  insinuated  that  an  attempt  would  be  made  to  compel  that 
country  to  accede  to  the  treaty.  I  wish  (added  M.  Guizot)  it  were  in  my 
power  to  induce  the  United  Suites  to  become  a  party  to  the  convention, 
for  my  success  would  do  honour  to  my  countrj',  and  render  a  great  service 
to  humanity ;  but  God  forbid  that  the  slightest  constraint  should  be  used 
in  order  to  compel  anv  nation  to  become  a  party  to  the  treaty.  The  United 
States  are  free,  and  will  remain  free.  On  the  day  when  they  shall  have 
acceded  to  the  conventions,  they  will  have  performed  a  noble  work,  for 
they  will  then  have  accomplished  the  abolition  of  the  treaty  in  the  whole 
world ;  but  do  not  let  it  be  imagined  for  a  moment  that  the  freedom  of 
the  seas  will  be  involved  in  this  question.  That  will  remain  as  it  was. 
The  slave-trade  has  no  connexion  with  the  question  of  the  freedom  of  the 
seas,  for,  like  piracy,  this  traffic  is  excluded  from  all  common  right.  It  has 
been  assimilated  also  to  the  recognised  right  which  exists  in  the  case  of 
the  contraband  of  war.  Are  you  willing  that  the  traffic  in  human  flesh 
should  be  treated  with  the  rigour  which,  in  the  case  of  the  contraband 
trade  of  war,  is  admitted  by  all  the  world?  And  does  this  exception  to 
the  great  principle  of  the  freedom  of  the  seas  affect  that  principle  ?  No, 
gentlemen ;  on  the  contrary,  the  principle  is  rendered  more  sacred  by  the 
exception.     M.  Guizot  continuea  by  saying  that  a  new  case  bad  been 
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added  to  those  which  all  ci\ilised  nations  recognised.  They  could  not  say 
that  no  case  like  it  existed ;  they  tlicmsclves  proclaimed  others.  They 
had  spoken  of  piracy  and  contraband  of  war.  They  had  proved  that,  ac- 
cording to  the  principles  avowed  by  all  nations  jealous  of  liberty  at  sea, 
and  according  to  the  principles  professed  by  France  itself,  contraband  of 
war  was  forbidden,  and  the  right  of  searching  neutrals  existed  in  order  to 
stop  contraband  of  war.  AVhat  the  conventions  of  1831  and  1833  had 
done  was  to  consider  human  Hesh  as  contraband  of  war.  They  did  nothing 
more  and  nothing  less;  they  assimilated  the  crime  of  the  slave-trade  to 
that  of  contraband  of  war.  The  sea  remained  free  as  before ;  there  was 
only  one  more  crime  added  to  the  code  of  nations,  and  there  were  nations 
which  in  common  wished  to  repress  this  crime.  And  on  the  day  in  which 
all  nations  will  liavc  taken  this  engagement,  the  crime  of  slave-trade  will 
disappear;  on  tliat  day  the  men  Mho  have  pursued  that  noble  aim  through 
pohtical  stonns  and  party  battles  will  be  honoured  in  the  world;  and  he 
hoped  that  his  name  would  appear  among  those.  He  had  anotlier  duty 
to  fulfil.  He  had  defended  the  prerogatives  of  the  negroes,  now  he  would 
defend  those  of  the  crown.  In  1838,  in  the  month  of  December,  France 
and  England  together  proposed  to  Austria,  Prussia,  and  Russia,  not  only 
to  adhere  to  the  treaties  preceding  those  of  1831  and  1833,  but  to  form  a 
new  treaty,  the  text  of  which  they  pro'posed,  conformable  to  the  treaty 
which  now  occupied  the  deliberations  of  the  Chamber.  After  three  years' 
negotiations  the  treaty  was  accepted  and  concluded.  He  confessed  that 
the  treaty  was  not  yet  ratified,  and  he  was  not  one  of  those  who  regarded 
the  ratification  as  a  mere  formality,  which  could  not  be  refused  when  the 
signature  was  given.  The  ratification  of  a  treaty  was  a  serious  act  and  a 
free  act,  and  he  was  the  first  to  proclaim  it  so.  This  was  a  new  incident 
for  the  Chamber;  it  might,  by  the  expression  of  its  opinion,  put  a  great 
obstacle  in  the  way  of  the  ratification ;  but  in  that  embarrassment  the 
liberty  of  the  crown,  and  of  the  ministers  of  the  crown,  should  remain 
entire'.  The  liberty  of  ratifying,  or  not  ratifying,  remained  entire,  what- 
ever might  be  the  opinion  of  the  Chamber.  No  doubt  the  opinion  of  the 
Chamber,  if  the  Chamber  did  express  its  opinion,  was  of  great  -weight, 
but  it  was  not  decisive.  He  added,  besides  that  consideration,  there  were 
others  as  grave,  for  there  are  few  things  more  serious  than  for  a  govern- 
ment to  put  itself  in  opjiosition  with  other  powers  with  which  it  holds 
amicable  intercourse,  and  say,  "  that  what  was  proposed  three  years  ago, 
it  would  not  ratify  now."  The  powers  have  accepted  it  at  the  demand  of 
France;  had  made  certain  objections,  and  demanded  certain  changes. 
These  objections  were  removed,  the  changes  were  made,  all  was  agreed, 
and  yet  now  he  was  not  to  ratify.  There  was  something  serious  for  the 
authority  of  the  government  and  the  honour  of  the  country.  The  honour 
of  the  countiy  was  interested  in  proposing  nothing  which  was  not  to  be 
held  to,  in  having  weighed  three  years  ago  the  question  which  was  now 
deliberated  upon.  The  authority  of  government,  the  honour  of  the 
countrj',  and  the  interest  of  the  question  under  debate,  were  powerful 
motives,  which  a  minister  would  be  very  vTong  to  forget.  He  repeated  it, 
whatever  was  the  decision  of  the  Chamber,' the  hberty  of  goveniment — 
of  the  king,  will  remain  entire,  "\^'hen  he  would  pronounce  definitively, 
he  would  weigh  all  considerations,  and  decide  under  his  own  responsibility. 
The  Chamber  would  find  him  ready  to  accept  it. 

M.  Odillon  Barrot  spoke  in  fiwour  of  the  amendment,  but  there  ■w&s  so 
much  noise  in  the  chamber,  with  calls  for  a  division,  that  he  could  only  be 
heard  at  intervals. 

M.  Dupin  said  he  should  vote  for  the  amendment  of  M.  Lefebvre. 


M.  Lacrosse  said  he  would  consent  to  the  amendment  of  M.  Leftbvre 
standing  instead  of  his  own. 

M.  de  Tracy  proposed  that  the  words  "  Mill  continue  to  preserve " 
should  be  introduced.  (This  sub-amendment  was  put  to  the  vote,  and 
rejected.) 

The  additional  para^ph,  proposed  by  M.  Lefebvre  was  then  put  to  the 
vote,  and  almost  unanmiously  adopted. 

The  subject  was  resumed  in  the  Chamber  on  the  19th  of  May,  when 
speeches  were  delivered  against  the  ratification  of  the  treaty  of  1841,  by 
M.  M.  LefebvTe,  De  la  Martine,  Manguin,  Berryer,  De  Tocqueville,  Dupin, 
and  Salvandy.  In  reply,  M.  Guizot  maintained  that  the  protocol  signed 
in  London  by  the  Frencn  ambassador  on  the  13th  of  December,  1838,  con- 
stituted a  moral  engagement  for  France. 

"  For  (remarks  M.  Guizot)  the  protocol  signed  on  the  13th  was  on 
the  15th  communicated  to  government.  The  government  made  no  an- 
swer, gave  no  fresh  instructions,  did  not  disown  its  ambassador,  and  the 
then  existing  cabinet  remained  in  office  for  more  than  two  months  after 
this.  These  are  facts.  Can  it  be  said,  therefore,  that  France  had  taken 
no  moral  engagement  with  the  three  continental  powers  ?  Is  it  nothing, 
then,  for  an  ambassador  to  have  niade  a  formal  proposal — to  have  signed 
a  deed — to  have  presented  the  plan  of  a  treaty,  drawn  up  in  separate  ar- 
ticles— to  have  proposed  it,  in  concert  with  Great  Britain,  to  three  other 
powers — is  this  nothing?"  M.  Guizot  then  entered  into  some  explana- 
tions on  what  has  taken  place  relative  to  the  non-ratified  treaty  of  1841, 
and  why  the  protocol  is  still  kept  open.  In  his  opinion  the  only  two  great 
difficulties  of  the  question  reside  in  the  mor^  engagement,  and  in  the 
protocol  bein^  still  kept  open.  "  But,"  said  M.  Guizot,  "  to  these  already 
great  difficulties  are  to  be  added  those  of  an  inferior  order,  but  more  dis- 
tressing— difficulties  which  arise  from  the  situation  of  the  present  cabinet, 
and  from  the  personal  situation  of  the  foreign  minister.  I  do  not  flincli 
from  these  palpable  difficulties,  though  I  strongly  feel  them,  for  they 
weigh  upon  me  more  than  upon  any  other  person.  But  what  advantage 
is  taken  of  these  ?  They  are  laid  hold  of  to  embitter  and  to  aggravate 
the  more  impwartant  difficulties  of  the  question  and  of  the  countrj'. 

M.  Guizot  at  great  length  proceeded  to  examine  the  question  m  all  its 
details.  He  repeated  that  France  was  morally  engaged  by.the  signature 
of  her  ambassador,  and  said,  "  It  is  only  nations  and  governments  that 
have  no  self-respect,  who  take  no  heed  of  their  words  or  note  of  their  pro- 
posals. My  opinion  is  that  every  word  uttered,  every  step  taken,  in  the 
name  of  France  is  of  importance.  Believe  me,  gentlemen,  it  is  not  by 
maintaining  that  words  are  air,  that  engagements  are  of  no  value,  that  it 
is  indifierent  to  have  approved  or  disapproved  of  them,  that  you  will 
render  negotiations  with  France  easy.  Ihe  more  you  are  exact  and  scru- 
pulous in  what  you  say  and  do,  the  more  you  will  be  respected,  and  better 
and  more  facile  will  become  your  relations  with  others.  M.  Guizot  con- 
cluded by  saying,  "  Gentlemen,  -we  are  still  free.  ITie  treaty  is  not  ratified. 
Officially,  diplomatically,  we  are  free.  The  foreign  powers  towards  whom, 
in  the  course  of  the  negotiations,  we  were  morally  engaged,  having  con- 
sidered the  nature  and  strength  of  our  institutions,  and  measured  the 
weight  of  public  opinion,  recognise  that  we  are  at  liberty.  But,  in  the 
name  of  God,  gentlemen,  let  us  only  think  of  how  we  can  reasonably  and 
honourably  come  out  of  a  difficult  situation.  Let  this  be  our  only  consi- 
deration. A  great  responsibility  rests  with  the  cabinet,  particularly  with 
me.    I  accept  it  ftdly  and  without  hesitation.     The  Chamber  knows  our 
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position— what  we  caa  do — what  we  cannot  do.  I  have  taken  the  ofily 
engagement  that  I  can  take,  which  is  not  to  advise  the  ratification  of  the 
treaty,  such  as  it  is.  I  have  said  that  from  the  complicated  elements  6f 
the  question,  time  might  bring  about  such  changes  as  may  ultimately  en- 
sure a  satisfactory  solution  of  the  present  difficulties.  It  depends,  there- 
fore, on  the  House  to  assist  government  in  this  arduous  labour,  or  to 
aggravate  its  situation." 

The  following  con-espondence  will  show  the  position  of  the  question  of 
ratification  previously  to  the  debates  on  the  subject  in  the  Chamber  of 
Deputies. 

The  Earl  of  Aberdeen  to  Lord  Cowley. 

Foreign  Office,  December  20,  1841. 

My  Lohd,— I  have  the  honour  to  acquaint  your  excellency,  by  her  Ma-> 
jesty's  command,  that  I  have  this  day  signed,  on  the  part  of  her  Majesty, 
with  the  plenipotentiaries  of  their  Majesties  the  King  of  the  French,  the 
Emperor  of  Austria,  the  King  of  Prussia,  and  the  Emperor  of  Russia,  a 
treaty  for  the  suppression  of  the  African  slave-trade. 

I  herewith  transmit  to  your  excellency  a  copy  of  that  treaty. 

Immediately  upon  the  receipt  of  this 'despatch,  you  will  solicit  an  audi- 
ence of  his  Majesty  the  King  of  the  French,  in  which  you  will  express  to 
his  Majesty  the  high  gratification  which  her  Majesty  feels  at  uniting  with 
his  Majesty  and  other  great  powers  of  Europe  in  the  cause  of  mercy  and 
bf  justice,  by  a  league  the  sole  object  of  which  is  to  alleviate  the  sufferings 
of  humanity. 

You  will' also  express  to  Ihe  French  minister  the  warm  satisfaction  of 
her  ^tajcsty's  government  in  having  been  enabled  to  follow  up  the  great, 
the  liberal,  and  the  humane  principles  recorded  in  the  declarations  of  the 
principal  powers  of  Europe  at  the  congresses  of  Vienna  and  of  Verond, 
by  concluding  a  treaty  for  the  beneficent  end  proposed  in  the  compact 
signed  this  day. 

You  will,  on  the  part  of  her  Maiest/s  government,  urge  the  French 
minister  to  have  the  French  ratification  of  the  treaty  prepared  and  trans* 
mitted  to  London  without  delay,  in  order  to  its  being  exchanged  against 
the  ratification  of  her  Majesty  as  soon  as  possible,  within  the  term  pre- 
scribed bv  the  treaty. 

(Signed)        Aberdeen. 

Lord  Cowley  to  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen. 

Paris,  December  24,  1841. 
{Received  December  26.) 

My  Lord, — I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
lordship's  despatch  of  the  20th  instant,  enclosing  a  copy  of  the  treaty  for 
the  suppression  of  the  African  slave-trade,  signed  by  your  lordship  on  the 
part  of  her  Majesty,  and  by  the  plenipotentiaries  of  their  Majesties  the 
Emperor  of  Austria,  the  King  of  the  French,  the  King  of  Prussia,  and 
the  Emperor  of  llussia. 

I  lost  no  time  in  waiting  upon  M.  Guizot,  to  whom  I  communicated  the 
contents  of  your  lordship's  despatch,  and  he  expressed  his  entire  concur- 
rence in  the  satisfaction  of  her  Majesty  at  the  conclusion  of  this  treaty, 
and  assured  me  that  7io  time  should  be  lost  in  preparing  the  ratification  of 
it,  tchich  should  be  transmitted  to  London  with  as  little  delay  as  possible. 

He  also  promised  to  procure  for  me  an  early  audience  of  king  Louis 
Philippe,  for  the  purpose  stated  in  your  lordship's  despatch. 
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I  beg  to  offer  my  sincere  congratulations  to  your  lordship  upon  the  con- 
clusion of  a  compact  ■which  holds  out  a  fair  prospect  of  accomplishing  an 
object  so  interesting  to  humanity,  and  for  the  attainment  of  which  so 
many  sacrifices  have  been  made  by  Great  Britain, 

(Signed)        Cowley. 
(Slave-trade  Papers,  Class  C,  1841,  pp.  77,  78.) 


The  foregoing  articles  clearly  show  that  it  is  vain  for  this  country  to 
expect  that  France  and  the  United  States  will  co-operate  with  her  in  the 
suppression  of  ihe  slave-trade.  The  United  States  utterly  repudiates  all 
treaties  having  that  object  in  view,  and  France  now  refuses  the  ratification 
of  a  treaty  solemnly  negotiated  with  the  other  great  powers  of  Europe. 
Under  these  circumstances,  even  if  we  had  no  experience  to  guide  us,  what 
reasonable  hope  can  be  entertained  that  the  mighty  evil  will  ever  be  sub- 
dued by  a  maritime  police  ? 


No.  \1. 

MOXTE   VIDEO    (URUGU.W). 

Feom  the  Slave-trade  Papers  it  appears  that  there  has  existed  in  Monte 
Video,  for  several  years  past,  a  "  company  for  importing  slaves  under  the 
name  of  colonists,  into  the  province  of  Uruguay,  and  other  places  in  South 
America;  at  the  head  of  which  the  outlawed  Brazilian  subject,  Teadro 
"Villa9a,  and  L.  A.  de  Carvalho  e  Castro,  appear  to  be.  This  Cai-valho  is 
also  described  as  having  been  the  shipper  of  the  slaves  of  the  Bio  de 
Plata,  taken  under  Monte  Videan  colours,  and  prosecuted  to  condemnation 
before  the  Mixed  Commission  at  Eio."  (Slave-trade  Papers,  Class  A, 
1837,  p.  75.) 

The  company  alluded  to  in  the  foregoing  extract  was  formed  in  1834, 
and  was  composed  of  natives  and  Brazilians,  the  minister  of  the  day,  it  is 
said,  for  a  valuable  consideration,  having  licensed  them  "  to  import  2,000 
slaves  as  colonists."  The  object  of  the  company,  however,  was  not  to 
confine  the  supply  of  slaves,  under  the  name  of  colonists,  to  "  the  oriental 
province  of  Uruguay,  but  to  introduce  them  into  the  southern  ports  of 
Brazil,  and  also  into  the  provinces  of  La  Plata."  Some  of  the  negroes 
thus  imported  were  "  conveyed  to  Buenos  Ayres,  where  they  were  sold 
with  little  concealment."  (Slave-trade  Papers,  Class  B,  183-1,  pp.  78  and 
82.) 

Her  Majesty's  Commissioners  to  Viscount  Palmerston. 

Sierra  Leone,  June  22,  1840. 
{Received  September  17.) 
My  Lobd, — "We  have  the  honour  of  acquainting  your  lordship  that  her 
Majesty's  sloop  of  war,  Fantume,  under  the  command  of  Edward  Harris 
Butterfield,  Esq.,  detained  on  the  12th  of  April  last  the  brig  Republicano, 
sailing  under  the  Monte  Videan  flag,  in  latitude  25.21  south,  and  longi- 
tude 12.48  west,  on  suspicion  of  her  being  Brazilian  property,  and  con- 
cerned in  the  slave-trade. 

The  detained  vessel  was  sent  to  this  port  for  adjudication,  where  she 
arrived  on  the  18th  ultimo,  and  on  the  20th  was  presented  to  the  British 
and  Brazilian  court  for  trial,  on  the  grounds  above-mentioned  j  and  the 
proceedings  in  the  case  having  established  that  the  Republicano  was  enti- 
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tied  to  a  Brazilian  national  character,  as  well  as  her  employment  in  the 
slave-trade,  her  condemnation  was  decreed  by  the  court  on  the  5th 
instant. 

Our  report  of  this  case  is  herewith  transmitted  for  your  lordship's  in- 
formation. 

This  vessel,  it  appeared  from  the  evidence,  was  formerly  called  the 
Pavipeiro,  under  which  name,  and  the  Brazilian  flag,  she  was  long  and 
successfully  employed  in  the  slave-trade  of  Brazil. 

Under  her  last  name  of  Republicano,  she  was  also  employed  in  the  same 
unlawful  traffic,  though  bearing  the  Monte  Videan  flag  and  pass,  and  os- 
tensibly bound  to  the  Canaries,  with  the  object  of  conveying  thence  a 
number  of  colonists  to  Monte  Video. 

Luis  Antonio  de  Carvalho  e  Castro,  the  master  of  the  slave-ship  Incom- 
prehetii-ivel,  condemned  here  in  February,  1837,  and  one  of  the  leading  men 
m  the  Monte  Videan  company  cstablis\ied  for  conveying  slaves  into  the 
republic  of  the  Uruguay  under  the  name  of  colonists,  was  concerned  in 
this  vessel,  he  being  represented  as  her  consignee  at  the  Canaries.  In  this 
character  it  is  more  than  probable  he  would  have  been  found  on  the  vessel 
reaching  the  Portuguese  possessions  in  Southern  Africa. 

The  passport  granted  to  this  vessel  by  the  consul  for  Uruguay  at  Rio  de 
Janeiro  appears  to  have  given  to  her  a  more  extended  destination  than 
was  regular,  upon  which  we  have  remarked  in  our  report  of  the  case.  In- 
deed, every  facility  appears  to  have  been  afforded  to  the  planners  of  this 
expedition  by  the  Uruguay  consul,  as  well  as  by  other  officials  at  Rio  de 
Janeiro,  as  we  find  that  in  the  short  space  of  one  day  she  was  nominally 
sold,  then  placed  under  the  Monte  Videan  flag  and  pass,  the  consul's  cer- 
tificate respecting  her  questionable  equipment  sought  and  obtained,  a  bill 
of  health  from  the  proper  authorities  furnished,  cleared  at  the  custom- 
house, and  then  put  to  sea.     "VVe  have,  &c. 

(Signed)         R.  Dohekty, 

Walter  W.  Lewis. 
(Slave-trade  Papers,  Class  A,  1840,  p.  237.) 


PERU. 

On  the  5th  June,  1837,  a  treaty  was  concluded  between  Great  Britain 
and  the  confederation  of  Peru-Bolivia,  the  14th  article  of  which  contained 
the  following  stipulation  :  "  The  government  of  the  Peru-Bolivian  confe- 
deration engages  to  co-operate  with  his  Britannic  Majesty  for  the  total 
abolition  of  the  slave-trade,  and  to  prohibit  all  persons  inhabiting  within 
the  territories  of  the  Peru-Bolivian  confederation,  and  subject  to  their  ju- 
risdiction, in  the  most  efi"ectual  manner,  and  by  the  most  solemn  laws, 
from  taking  any  share  in  such  trade." 

Since  Peru  separated  from  Bolivia,  the  British  agent  in  the  former  has 
been  directed  to  open  a  negotiation  for  a  treaty  with  that  republic,  on  the 
basis  of  the  treaty  of  1835  with  Spain ;  but  the  Peruvian  government,  al- 
leging that  the  constitution  of  Peru  docs  not  authorise  treaties  with  any 
other  states  than  those  of  America,  declined  to  enter  into  the  proposed 
negotiation.  The  true  reason,  however,  for  refusing  to  negotiate  the 
treaty  will  be  found  in  the  following  extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr  Wilson, 
consul-general  in  Peru,  to  Viscount  Palmerston,  dated  Lima,  January 
11th,  1840. 

"  I  profited  by  this  opportunity  to  invoke  the  serious  attention  of  the  go- 
vernment of  his  excellency  General  Gamarra  to  the  circumstance — to  the 
circumstance  not  only  of  the  injurious  moral  effect  upon  the  national  cha- 
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raster  o{  Peru,  but  also  of  the  general  impolicy  and  fruitlessness  of 
attempting,  by  legislative  or  other  means,  to  encourage  a  trade  in  slave* 
from  New  Grenada  or  the  Brazils ;  it  bein^  notorious  that,  to  promote  that 
traffic,  the  congress  of  Huancayo  had  omitted  to  introduce  into  the  new 
political  constitution  thereby  issued,  the  customary  constitutional  guaran- 
tee, '  that  nobody  can  enter  Peru  without  immediately  becoming  free.'  " 

At  the  time  of  sending  in  this  note  I  waited  upon  Mr  Ferreiros,  for  the 
purpose  of  ascertaining  to  what  extent  his  government  was  prepared  to 
encom^ge  the  traffic  in  slaves ;  and  he,  Mr  Ferreiros,  made  no  hesitation 
in  stating  to  me  that  the  import  of  slaves  from  the  Brazils,  or  any  other 
country  but  Africa,  would  be  favoured  by  his  government ;  who  with  this 
object  was  fully  resolved,  upon  the  arrival  of  the  first  cargo  of  slaves  in 
Peru,  to  repeal  the  decree  issued  on  the  24th  November,  1821,  by  General 
San  Martin,  declaring  that  "  any  slave  arriving  from  that  date  in  Peru 
should  become  free  by  the  mere  act  of  setting  hb  foot  upon  the  Peruvian 
territorj." 

Subsequent  to  this  interview  with  Mr  Ferreii-os,  I,  in  common  with 
every  individual  who  has  perused  the  law,  and  who  is  possessed  of  a  par- 
ticle of  humanity,  have  been  scandalised  by  the  publication  of  a  law,  issued 
by  the  congress  of  Huancayo  on  the  27th  November,  declai'ing  that  the 
children  of  slaves  declared  free  by  the  decree  of  the  12th  August,  1821, 
shall  remain  under  the  protection  of  the  owners  of  their  fathers  until  they 
shall  attain  the  age  of  fifty  years ;  and  autliorising  the  masters  to  cede 
their  so-caUed  patronage  to  a  third  party,  by  any  of  the  means  sanctioned 
by  the  law  for  the  transmission  of  rights. 

This  law  robs  of  their  birthright  men  declared  by  law  to  be  born  free, 
and  dooms  them  to  a  state  of  continuous  slavery,  until  the  period  of  their 
lives  at  which,  in  the  debilitating  and  unhealthy  climate  of  Peru,  manual 
labour  can  no  longer  be  available  to  a  task-master,  and  when  life  itself,  in 
these  unfortunate  men,  is  generally  but  disease  and  MTetchedness. 

By  a  supreme  decree,  dated  24th  November,  1821,  it  is  enacted,  that  as 
a  just  remuneration  of  the  expenses  incurred  by  the  master  in  the  main- 
tenance and  education  of  their  freed  men,  particularly  in  their  infancy, 
these  are  obliged  to  serve  their  patrons  till  the  age  to  be  thereafter  deter- 
mined by  law — namely,  twenty-one  years. 

The  so-called  patrons  have,  however,  universally  neglected  to  perform 
this  their  duty  imposed  by  law  towards  their  freed  men,  whom,  on  the 
contrai-y,  they  have  kept  in  an  unmitigated  state  of  slavery ;  nevertheless, 
in  the  second  article  of  the  preamble  of  the  law  under  discussion,  it  is  set 
forth  as  a  justification  for  retaining  these  freed  men  in  slavery  till  the  a^e 
of  fifty  years,  that  they  have  neglected  to  procure  education  for  their  chil- 
(ben  under  tlie  protection  of  their  former  masters — that  is,  under  the  pro- 
tection of  men  who  with  impunity  have  set  at  defiance  the  law,  which 
imposed  upon  them  the  duty  of  educating  these  very  freed  men,  in  whom 
it  IS  thus  denounced  as  a  crime,  that  they  have  omitted  to  procure  an 
education  for  their  children  from  patrons  who  have  withheld  it  from 
themselves. 

It  is  a  lamentable  fact,  that  the  congress  of  Huancayo,  by  consenting  to 
the  before-mentioned  omission  in  the  constitution,  of  the  usual  guarantee, 
prohibiting  the  import  of  slaves  into  Peru,  and  by  the  promulgation 
of  the  law  above  referred  to,  has  been  induced  to  set  at  dehaiice  a  vital 
principle  of  univereal  morality,  and  of  Peruvian  national  policy — namely', 
the  complete  extii-pation  of  the  traffic  in  slaves,  and  of  slavery  itself,  ih 
Peru,  out  of  deference  alone  to  the  personal  interests  of  three  large  slave- 
holders, political  partisans  of  the  actual  government. 

The  curse  of  slavery  is,  therefore,  another  of  the  many  evils  inflicted 
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upoQ  Peru  by  the  overthrow  therein,  by  the  arms  of  Chili,  of  the  honeat 
and  enlightened  government  of  his  excellency  General  Santa  CruZ,  which 
stood  formally  pledged  to  conclude  with  Great  Britain  a  treaty  for  the  en- 
tire suppression  of  the  slave-trade,  and  for  declaring  the  crime  of  slave- 
trade  piracy,  (Slave-trade  Papers,  Class  D,  1840,  pp.  34,  35.) 

The  British  government  have  remonstrated  in  strong  language  against 
the  course  taken  by  the  Peruvian  authorities,  and  hold  them  bound  by 
the  Peru-Bolivian  treaty  of  1837,  to  prohibit  the  slave-trade  in  the 
most  effectual  manner,  and  bv  the  most  solemn  laws.  (Bandinel,  pp.  259, 
260.) 


No.  VII. 

THK     ABOLITION     OK     SLAVERY     NECESSAEY     TO    THE    EXTINCTION     OF 
THE   SLAVE-TRADE. 

The  African  institution  was  formed  in  1807,  immediately  on  the  abo- 
lition of  the  slave-trade  by  Great  Britain,  to  promote  the  civilisation  and 
happiness  of  the  natives  of  Africa.  Its  originators  and  supporters,  com- 
posed of  the  most  distinguished  philanthropists  and  the  most  eminent 
statesmen  of  the  time,  thought  that  through  a  legitimate  commerce  with 
Africa  they  might  introduce  the  arts  of  pence  and  the  blessings  of  Chris- 
tianity among  its  tribes,  and  thus,  in  some  measure,  compensate  for  the 
intolerable  wrongs  inflicted  upon  them  by  the  cuj)idity  and  wickedness  of 
Eui-opean  nations.  They  thouglit  that  "  a  line  of  coast  extending  between 
tMO  and  three  thousand  miles  in  length,"  would  be  opened  to  their  bene- 
volent enterprise.  In  this  they  were  deceived.  The  slave-trader  still 
continued  to  prowl  along  the  coast,  and  infest  the  rivers  and  creeks  of 
that  vast  continent,  and  thus  completely  to  defeat  their  object.  Twenty 
years  the  institution  laboured  with  indefatigable  industi7  and  great  ability 
to  extinguish  the  foreign  slave-trade,  but  in  vain !  It  increased  both  in 
extent  and  in  horror,  and  finally,  in  1827,  they  closed  a  series  of  able 
reports,  the  records  of  their  labours  and  disappouitmcnts,  in  the  following 
eloquent,  remarkable,  and  impressive  Avords  : — 

"  It  is  in  slavery  that  the  slave-trade  has  its  origin  :  it  is  the  market  pro- 
vided by  the  slave-holder  which  furnishes  the  direct  incentive  to  all  the 
crimes  of  a  trade  in  slaves  ;  to  the  murders  and  contlagrations  which  attend 
their  capture  ;  t«  the  condensed  horrors  of  the  middle  passage  which  follow 
it;  and  to  the  misery  and  desolation  of  a  continent:  and  if  so,  is  the  con- 
duct of  Great  Britain  quite  consistent  in  cherishing  and  even  encouraging 
slavery  with  all  its  attendant  sales  and  transfers  of  human  beings  in  our 
colonies,  wliile  on  princi])le  she  repudiates  and  proscribes  and  capitally 
punishes  the  slave-ti-ade  in  every  other  part  of  the  world  ?  Let  it  not  be 
supposed  that  it  is  intended  to  blame  the  righteous  zeal  which  has  been 
manifested  in  the  suppression  of  the  slave-trade,  and  which  has  produced 
such  splendid  results.  But  has  not  our  own  success,  with  respect  to  the 
slave-trade,  been  greatly  impeded  by  the  selfish  inconsistency  of  our  con- 
duct in  respect  to  slaveiy  ?  It  may  be  doubted  whether  there  be  a  single 
argument  which  can  be  advanced  for  maintaining  slavery  in  our  colonies 
for  a  single  day  after  it  is  in  our  power  to  abolish  it,  which  will  not  be  found 
to  be  as  valid  a  plea,  morally  considered,  for  continuing  to  strij)  Africa  of 
her  inhabitants,  to  supply  Cuba,  or  the  Brazils,  or  even  our  own  colonies, 
with  labourers.  The  atrocities  of  the  slave-ti-ade  may,  it  is  tiue,  practically 
far  exceed  those  of  slavery ;  yet  the  principle  of  both  is  identically  the 
same;  equally  opposed  to  humanity  and  justice,  and  to  every  principle  of 


the  Gospel ;  and  equally  indefensible  on  every  plea  of  financial  and  com- 
mercial expediency.  And  who,  after  all,  will  venture  to  affirm,  that,  viewed 
in  the  whole  range  of  their  results,  the  atrocities  of  the  slave-trade,  though 
more  palpable  to  observation,  and  striking  more  directly  and  forcibly  on 
the  senses,  outweigh  in  the  sum  of  misery  they  produce  the  evils  of  slavery 
— of  a  protracted  and  irremediable  and  perpetual  servitude,  living  through 
the  life  of  the  slave,  and  renewed  in  his  children,  and  children's  children,  to 
the  latest  generation  ?  Let  any  man  think  but  of  the  perpetually  impend- 
ing scourge,  the  interminable  toil  to  which  it  urges,  the  stocks,  the  blows, 
the  contempt,  the  degradation,  the  hunger,  the  lassitude,  the  disease,  the 
agony  of  broken  and  bleeding  hearts,  and  all  the  nameless  and  scarcely 
conceivable  inflictions  which  await  those,  whose  own  destinies,  and  those  of 
every  endeared  relative — wife,  husband,  child — are  bound  up  in  the  will  of 
any  individual  who  claims  them  as  his  slaves,  without  any  effectual,  nay, 
any  possible  protection  from  law  against  his  tyranny  and  caprice.  Let  any 
one  but  think  of  all  this,  and  he  will  perhaps  see  no  very  cogent  reason  for 
exempting  the  slaver>-  which  exists  in  our  colonics,  from  a  moral  reproba- 
tion to  the  full  as  severe  as  we  pass  on  the  slave-trade,  or  for  not  exhibiting 
it  alike  as  an  outrage  on  every  principle  of  justice,  humanity,  and  true 
religion."  (Extracted  from  the  last  report  of  the  African  Listitution,  1827, 
pp.  33—35.) 


No.  MIL 


FLAGS   WHICH    COVER   THE   SLAVE-TRADK. 

Her  Majesty's  Commissioners  at  Sierra  Leone,  in  a  despatch  to  Lord 
Palmerston,  dated  31st  December,  1839,  observe,  "  Three  of  the  vessels  con- 
demned during  the  year  (^Violante,  Oyxtario,  and  Sete  (TAvril,)  continued 
under  the  protection  of  the  American  papers,  with  which  they  cleared  out 
from  the  island  of  Cuba  until  the  very  moment  when  they  took  on  board 
the  cargo  of  slaves  -which  formed  the  ground  of  their  condemnation  ;  and 
two  of  these  vessels,  the  Violmite  and  Sete  (TAvrit,  whilst  still  professing  to 
be  the  American  schooners  Man/  Ami  Cas.sard  and  Man/  Cusliing,  were 
among  those  whose  admission  to  prosecution  in  the  Spaiiisli  court  had  been 
refused.  Numerous  other  instances  have  been  jiointed  out  by  us,  in  which 
the  flag  and  pasn  of  the  United  States,  so  readily  granted  by  the  American 
conimU  at  Havana,  Alutanzas,  a?id  liahia,  hare  availed  to  protect  the 
slave-trade  of  foreigners."  (Slave-trade  Papers,  Class  A,  1840,  p.  12.) 

In  a  despatch  dated  8th  September,  1840,  the  Commissioners,  after 
announcing  the  capture  of  the  Bella  Fiorenti/ia,  which  sailed  under  Tuscan 
colours,  say,  "  ^Vc  beg  leave  to  request  your  lordship's  attention  to 
the  disgraceful  manner  iti  tchich  Mr  Pluma,  the  consid-general  of  Tuscany 
at  Havana,  sought  to  protect  this  vessel  from  capture  and  condemiiation, 
by  issuing  to  her  false  paj)ers  prepared  by  himself."  (Ibid  ])p.  87,  141.) 

The  bngantine  Christiana  was  ca])tured  under  Danish  colours  obtained 
at  St  Croix,  a  Danish  islaiul  in  tlie  ^\'est  Indies,  though  fully  proved  to  be 
a  Spanish  vessel.  (Ibid  p.  109.) 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr  Ouselev  to  Lord  Palmerston,  dated  12th 
August, '1840. 

"I  regret  to  say  that  the  flag  of  the  United  States  is  now  employed  in 
carrying  on,  or  facilitating,  the  slave-trade  both  here  and  at  Bahia.     The 
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Sardinian  flag  also  and  that  of  Brazil  are  used  in  taking  small  numbers, 
from  10  to  30  young  negroes,  from  this  port  and  from  along  the  coast,  toge- 
ther with  a  legal  cargo  ;  and  these  negroes,  all  of  the  class  denominated 
"  bofal,"  or  new  negroes,  are  afterwards  sold  at  Monte  Video."  (Slave-trade 
Papers,  Class  A,  1840,  p.  178.) 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Consul  Porter  to  Lord  Palmerston,  dated  Bahia, 
27th  October,  1841. 

"  It  has  been  notorious  for  some  time  past  that  trade  from  this  to  the 
coast  of  Africa  has  been  chiefly  carried  on  under  the  French  flag.  These 
vessels  have  hitherto  been  so  fortunate  in  making  profitable  voyages,  that 
individuals  here  erroneously  imagined  that  English  ci-uisers  had  instructions 
not  to  intercept  them,  consequently  several  French  vessels  have  of  late 
been  chartered,  the  gi-eater  portion,  I  believe,  by  the  new  company  (for 
carrving  on  the  slave-trade)  to  which  I  referred  in  my  enclosure  to  my 
despatch  of  the  22nd  September  last."  (Slave-trade  Papers,  Class  B,  1841, 
p.  783.) 

The  number  of  slavers  captured  and  condemned  by  the  various  Mixed 
Commission  courts  at  Sierra  Leone,  Havana,  and  Rio  de  Janeiro,  in  1840, 
was  35  ;  in  1841  was  28 ;  in  all  63 — of  which  eight  were  seized  under  cover 
of  the  United  States  flag ;  16  under  the  Portuguese  flag  ;  16  under  the 
Spanish  flag;  18  under  the  Brazilian  flag;  1  under  the  Monte  Videan^. 
flag  ;  and  4  under  none ;  in  all  63.  (Par,  Papers,  Class  A,  No.  385,  1842, 
pp.  14-17.) 

The  flags  which  have  been  most  used  to  cover  the  slave-trade  from  the 
northern  coast  of  Africa  to  the  Levant,  are  the  Tuscan,  Russian,  Greek, 
and  Ottoman  flags,  whilst  those  of  the  Arab  chiefs  have  been  mostly  em- 
ployed in  the  slave-ti"ade  from  the  eastern  coast,  for  the  supply  of  victims 
to  the  states  bordering  on  the  Red  Sea  and  the  Persian  Gulf.  (Slave-trade 
Papers,  Class  D,  1840,  pp.  11,  12,  21,  24;  and  Parliamentary  Papers,  262, 
1841,  pp.  173—187.) 


No.  IX. 

PORTS  AT  VVHICIl  VESSELS  ARE  FITTED  OUT  TOR  THE  SLAVE-TRADE. 

Ix  the  year  1839  sixty-one  vessels  passed  through  the  courts  of  mixed 
commission  at  Sien-a  Leone.  Of  these  forty-eight  were  furnished  with 
Portuguese  papers,  obtained  as  follows  : — six  at  Lisbon,  eighteen  at  Cape 
de  Verde,  five  at  Bissao,  ten  at  Princes  Island,  two  at  the  Island  of  St 
Thomas,  four  at  St  Paul  de  Loanda,  one  from  the  Portuguese  consul  at 
Rio  de  Janeiro,  one  from  the  Portuguese  general  consul  at  Baltimore, 
and  one  at  some  place  unknown  ;  the  remainder  of  the  sixty-one  vessels 
sailed  under  the  Spanish  and  Brazihan  flags,  but  whence  they  obtained 
their  papers  does  not  appear. 

There  were  twelve  other  vessels  captured — viz.,  one  Russian  and  eleven 
American ;  but  in  reference  to  them  the  commissioners  say,  "  They  were 
not  admitted  to  prosecution  in  the  mixed  courts,  because,  in  our  opinion, 
they  were  exempt  from  capture  by  the  fact  that  they  were  sailing  under  a 
flag  and  pass  of  a  power  which  has  not  conceded  to  our  cruisers  the  right 
of  visiting,  searching,  and  detaining  her  vessels  for  any  purpose  whatever. 
Every  one  of  these  vessels,"  they  add,  "  was  engaged  in  the  Spanish  slave- 
trade,  or  in  the  mixed  slave-trade,  which  is  earned  on  to  a  great  extent, 
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partly  with  Bahia,  and  partly  with  Havana."  These  slavers  "  received 
their  registers  severally  as  follows  : — six  at  Baltimore,  three  at  New  Or- 
leans, one  at  Mobile,  one  at  Philadelphia,  and  one  sailing  under  Russian 
papers  obtained  at  Odessa."  (Slave-trade  Papers,  Class  A,  1840,  p.  11.) 

In  announcing  the  capture  of  the  Spanish  felucca  Si,  the  commissioners 
at  Sierra  Leone  state  that  "  the  Si  cleared  out  from  Barcelona  in  the 
month  of  April,  and  within  six  weeks  after  leaving  that  port  she  was  on 
her  voyage  to  Havana,  from  Gallinas,  with  the  slaves  (360)  which  had 
been  embarked  in  that  river."  (Slave-trade  Papers,  Class  A,  1840,  p.  38.) 

In  a  subsequent  communication  the  commissioners  say,  "  This  case  (that 
of  the  Diana)  appears  likely  to  afford  the  Spanish  government  an  oppor- 
tunity, if  desired,  of  punishing  one  of  the  parties  concerned  in  fitting  out 
and  dispatching  from  Cadiz  a  vessel  destined  for  the  slave-trade,  as  this 
brigantme  has  been  plainly  proved  to  be."  (Ibid.,  p.  165.) 

In  another  report  they  say,  "  It  Mill  be  seen  that  the  Passo.s  was  one  of 
the  numerous  vessels  employed  in  the  purchase  and  transport  of  slaves 
from  the  mainland  to  the  Islands  of  Princes  and  St  Thomas's.  Every  en- 
couragement and  assistance  are  afforded  by  the  government  authorities  of 
these  islands  to  the  persons  engaged  in  this  illicit  commerce ;  and,  as  if  to 
throw  ridicule  on  the  i)rohibitory  laws  which  have  been  passed  against  the 
slave-trade,  the  notorious  Antonio  Dionizeo  Furtado,  whose  malpractices 
at  the  Cape  de  Verde  Islands  have  been  so  frequently  represented,  appears 
in  the  character  of  a  custom-house  inspector  at  port  Antonio,  in  Princes 
Island."  (Ibid,  p.  171.) 

Again  they  report  that,  *'  On  a  minute  inspection  of  the  papers  (of  the 
schooner  Liberal,  captured  with  forty-one  slaves  on  board)  it  was  dis- 
covered that  all  the  slaves  (ten)  comprised  in  one  of  the  bonds,  and  four 
out  of  the  ten  comprised  in  another  of  the  bonds,  were  owned  and  shipped 
by  Joao  Jose  Antonio  Frederico,  the  government  secretary  and  director  of 
the  custom-house  at  Bissao ;  and  that  the  three  slaves  for  Avhom  no  bonds 
or  certificates  had  been  provided  were  owned  and  shipped  by  Honorio 
Pereira  Baretti,  the  governor  of  the  same  place.  And  it  is  remarkable, 
as  an  instance  of  the  universal  connivance  and  aid  afforded  by  all  the 
Portuguese  authorities  to  tlie  violation  of  the  laws  against  the  slave-trade, 
that  the  fourteen  slaves  who  were  thus  illegally  shipped,  under  a  false 
name,  by  the  director  of  the  custom-house  at  Bissao,  were  consigned 
without  doubt  or  hesitation  to  a  custom-house  officer  at  Villa  de  Praia." 
(Ibid.,  p.  175.) 

To  how  great  an  extent  the  Portuguese  authorities  at  Cape  de  Verde 
were  implicated  in  the  slave-trade  may  be  seen  from  a  list  of  thirty-seven 
vessels,  captured  and  condemned  at  Sierra  Leone,  "  all  of  whom  were 
taken  with  full  cargoes  of  slaves  on  board,"  and  the  con-espondence  which 
accompanies  it.  The  governor,  Joaquim  Pereira  Marinho,  admits  the 
facilities  which  had  been  afforded  to  slave-trading  in  that  island,  but 
throws  the  blame  on  "  the  officer  commanding  the  troops  of  the  garrison, 
Roque  Cala^o  da  Veiga  Vidal,"  who,  he  says,  "  when  holding  the  appoint- 
ment of  chief  magistrate  of  the  place,  abused  the  trust  that  was  reposed  in 
him."  (Ibid.,  p.  191.) 


No.  X. 

IMPOSSIBILITY    OF   SUPPRESSING   THE   SLAVE-TRADE    BY    A    NAVAL 
FORCE. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Lord  John  Russell  to  the  Lords  of  Her  Majesty's 
Treasury,  dated  2Gth  December,  1839. 

To  estimate  the  actual  extent  of  the  foreign  slave-trade  is,  from  the 
nature  of  the  case,  an  attempt  of  extreme  difficulty ;  nor  can  anjthing  more 
than  a  general  approximation  to  the  truth  be  made.  But  after  the  most 
attentive  examination  which  it  has  been  in  my  power  to  make  of  official 
documents,  and  especially  of  the  correspondence  communicated  to  parlia- 
ment from  the  department  of  her  Majesty's  principal  secretary  of  state 
for  foreign  aflairs,  I  find  it  impossible  to  avoid  the  conclusion,  that  the 
average  number  of  slaves  introduced  into  foreign  states  or  colonies  in 
America  and  the  West  Indies,  from  the  western  coast  of  Africa,  annually 
exceeds  100,000.  In  this  estimate  a  very  large  deduction  is  made  for  the 
exaggerations  which  are  more  or  less  inseparable  from  all  statements  on  a 
subject  so  well  calculated  to  excite  the  feelings  of  every  impartial  and  dis- 
interested witness.  But  making  this  deduction,  the  number  of  slaves 
actually  landed  in  the  importing  countries  affords  but  a  very  imperfect  in- 
dication of  the  real  extent  of  the  calamities  which  this  traffic  inflicts  on 
its  victims.  No  record  exists  of  the  multitudes  who  perish  in  the  over- 
land journey  to  the  African  coast,  or  in  the  passage  across  the  Atlantic ; 
or  of  the  still  greater  number  who  fall  a  sacrifice  to  the  warfare,  pillage, 
and  cruelties  by  which  the  slave-trade  is  fed.  Unhappily,  however,  no  fact 
can  be  more  certain,  than  that  such  an  importation  as  1  have  mentioned 
pre-supposes  and  involves  a  waste  of  human  life,  and  a  sum  of  human 
misery,  proceeding  from  year  to  year,  without  respite  or  intermission,  to 
such  an  extent  as  to  render  the  subject  the  most  painful  of  any  wliich,  in 
ihe  survey  of  the  condition  of  mankind,  it  is  possible  to  contemplate. 

The  preceding  statement  unavoidably  suggests  the  inquiry,  why  the 
costly  eff(  rts  in  which  Great  Britain  has  so  lon<j  been  engaged  for  re- 
pressing the  foreign  slave-trade  have  proved  thus  ineffectual  ?  AVithout 
pausing  to  (numerate  the  many  concurrent  causes  of  failure,  it  may  be 
sufficient  to  say  that  such  is  the  difference  between  the  price  at  which  a 
slave  is  bought  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  and  the  price  for  which  he  is  sold 
in  Brazil  or  Cuba,  that  the  importer  receives  back  his  purchase-money  ten- 
fold on  the  safe  arrival  of  his  vessel  at  the  port  of  destination.  It  is  more 
th{in  probable  that  the  general  profits  of  the  trade,  if  accurately  calculated, 
would  fall  exceedingly  below  this  estimate,  as,  indeed,  it  is  certain  that  in 
many  cases  it  is  carried  on  at  a  ruinous  loss.  But  your  lordships  are  well 
aware  how  powerful  and  constant  an  impulse  may  be  given  to  any  species 
of  illegal  traffic,  however  hazardous,  wncn  they  who  engage  in  it  are  al- 
lured by  the  hope  of  very  large  and  quick  returns,  if  tlieir  good  fortunes 
could  enable  them  to  escai)e  the  penalties  of  the  law.  It  may,  therefore, 
be  readily  understood  how  effective  is  such  a  stimulus,  when,  as  in  the  case 
in  question,  the  law  itself  is  regarded  -with  general  disfavour  in  the  society 
to  which  the  violator  of  it  belongs,  and  is  reluctantly  executed  by  the 
government  of  that  society.  We  must  add  to  this  exciting  motive  the  se- 
curity which  is  derived  from  insurances  and  insurance  companies,  which 
are  carried  on  to  a  great  extent,  and  combine  powerful  interests.  Under 
?UQh  circumstances,  to  repress  the  foreign  slave-trade  by  a  marine  guard 
wovUd  scarcely  be  possible,  if  the  whole  British  na^7  could  be  employed 
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for  that  purpose.    It  is  an  e\-il  which  can  never  be  adequately  encountered 
by  any  system  of  nere  prohibition  and  penalties. 


TROFITS    OF    THE   SLAVE-TRADE. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  her  Majesty's  Commissioners  at  Havana  to  Lord 
Palmerston,  dated  19lh  January,  1839. 

AVith  regard  to  the  ship  Fenus,  otherwise  the  Duquesa  de  Braffmiza,  we 
should  state  that  the  original  cost,  we  understand,  was  30,000  dollars ;  and 
that  the  fitting  out  and  expenses  of  every  description  for  the  voyage,  in- 
cluding the  value  for  the  return  cargo,  was  estimated  at  60,000  more ;  say 
altogether  100,000  dollars.  The  number  of  ncn;roes  brought  back,  as  has 
been  before  stated,  was  860,  and  they  are  said  to  have  been  sold  at  340 
dollars  per  head,  producing  the  sum  of  nearly  300,000  dollars,  of  which, 
therefore,  two-thirds  was  net  profit.  So  long  as  such  returns  can  be  ef- 
fected, we  fear  that  no  eflbrts  whatever  will  be  effectual  in  suppressing  the 
traffic,  and  certainly  not  while  the  dealers  have  only  to  meet  such  a  system 
of  corruption  as  pervades  everv  department  of  the  government  of  the 
island.  (Slave-trade  Papers,  Class  A,  1838-9,  ]).  109.) 


From  the  same  to  the  same,  dated  20th  March,  1839. 
Of  the  proceedings  of  the  slave-dealers  during  the  present  month,  we 
have  only  further  to  inform  your  lordship  that  the  celebrated  slave-ship, 
the  Socorro,  under  her  present  name  of  Maria  Se<^unda,  and  the  Portu- 
guese flag,  arrived  here  from  Mozambique  on  the  11th  instant.  She  took 
on  board,  it  is  said,  820  unfortunate  beings,  of"^vhom  only  570  were  landed 
here,  the  other  250  having  perished  miserably  on  the  voyage,  reducing, 
say  the  speculators,  their  profits  to  ouly  25  per  cent.  (Slave-trade  Papers, 
Class  A,  1838-9,  p.  122.) 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Commander  Tucker  (senior  officer  in  command) 
to  Mr  More  O'Ferrall,  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty,  dated  September 
29,  1840. 

A  vessel  lately  detained  by  me,  which  was  105  Spanish  tons,  and  had 
cleared  her  purchases  and  expenses  by  former  successful  voyages,  was  cal- 
culated would  have  realised,  on  the  completion  of  the  voyage  she  was  de- 
tained, for  which  six  months  were  allowed,  the  enormous  net  profit  of 
75,000  dollars,  or  £16,250  sterling,  which  was  calculated  as  follows,  on 
the  supposition  of  all  the  slaves  being  landed,  to  the  amount  of  400,  the 
number  she  was  to  have  taken  from  the  river  Nun, — viz. 

Dollars.    Dollars.    Dollars. 
Slaves  landed,  400,  at  300  dollars  each    .     .     .  120,000 

Deduct  the  following: — 
First  cost  of  400  slaves,  at  16  dollars  each  .     .  6,400 

Fees  to  governor  (Havana),  at  16  dollars  for 

each  slave        6,400 

Commodore,  or  senior  officer,  at  4  dollars    .     .      1,600 

Intendente,  at  7  dollars 2,800 

Gendarme,  at  half-dollar       200 

11,000 

Carried  forward  17,400    120,000 
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Brought  forward 
To  captain,  100  dollars  per  month  for  six  months 
Ten  per  cent,  upon  400  slaves    ... 


Dollars. 


To  1st  pilot,  70  dollars  per  month  for  six  months 
Three-and-a-half  per  cent,  upon  400  slaves 

To  2nd  pilot,  60  dollars  per  month  for  six  months 
One  per  cent  upon  400  slaves 

To  boatswain,  60  dollars  a  month  for  six  month: 
One  per  cent,  upon  400  slaves 

Carpenter,  50  dollars  per  month  for  six  monthi 
Cooper,  ditto  ditto     .     .     . 

Cook,  40  dollars  per  mouth  for  six  months 
Steward  for  provisions     ditto         ditto   .     . 

Seamen,  15,  at  30  dollars  each  per  month  for 

six  months 

Provisions,  harbour  dues,  pilotage  loss    . 


Total  net  profits  of  the  voyage  to  merchants 
AMiich,  at  4s.  4d.  the  dollar,  is  sterling  .     . 


600 
12,000 


420 
4,200 


360 
1,200 


360 
1,200 


Dollars.    Dollars. 
17,400    120,000 


12,C00 


300 
300 


240 
240 


.620 


1,560 


1,560 


600 


480 


2,700 
3,380 


44,900 


dollars  75,100 


£16,250 


(Slave-trade  Papers,  Class  B,  1841,  pp.  4,  5.) 


No.  XI. 

COXSTITUTIO.V  OF  THE  BRITISH  AND  FOBEIGN  ANTI-SL.WERY 
SOCIETY. 
That  the  following  be  the  fundamental  principles  of  the  Society  : — That 
so  long  as  Slavery  exists,  there  is  no  reasonable  prospect  of  the  annihila- 
tion ol'  the  Slave-trade,  and  of  extinguishing  the  sale  and  barter  of  human 
beings ;  that  the  extinction  of  Slavery  and  the  Slave-trade  will  be  attained 
most  effectually  by  the  emplo}Taent  of  those  means  wliich  are  of  a  MOKAL, 
RELIGIOUS,  AND  PACIFIC  CHARACTER;  and  that  no  measures  be  resorted 
to  by  this  Society  in  the  prosecution  of  these  objects,  but  such  as  are  in 
entire  accordance  with  these  principles. 


No.  xn. 

SLAVERY   IN   BRITISH    INDIA. 

To  the  Right  Hon.  Sir  Robert  Peel,  Bai-t,  Her  Majesty's  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasury-,  &c.,  &c. 

I  In  calling  your  serious  and  deliberate  attention.  Sir  Robert,  to  the 
question  of  slavery  in  British  India,  and  to  the  duty  of  its  immediate  and 
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fefilll-e  gbolillbri,  yoUr  memorialists  need  scarcely  observe,  that  in  the  prose- 
cution of  that  great  object,  they  are  influenced  by  no  party  or  sectarian 
feelings,  but  solely  by  an  earnest  and  sincere  desire  of  relieving  a  large 
body  of  their  fellow-men  and  fellow-subjects  from  the  oppression  under 
which  they  have  so  long  groaned,  and  of  establishing,  in  evciy  part  of  the 
vast  empire  of  their  most  gracious  Queen,  the  right  of  every  human  being 
to  personal  liberty,  and  to  the  full  and  complete  protection  of  the  laws. 

Constitufed  as  the  society  which  they  represent  is,  on  the  most  catholic 
principles,  and  designed  as  it  has  been  in  the  spirit  of  Christian  philan- 
thropy— having  for  its  end  the  universal  abolition  of  slavery  and  the  slave- 
trade,  and  seeking  that  end  by  means  which  are  exclusively  of  a  moral, 
religious,  and  pacific  nature — men  of  various  denominations  in  religion, 
and  of  all  parties  in  politics,  unite  in  its  cordial  support;  and  this  fact,  sir, 
they  ofi'er  as  the  proof  of  their  sincerity,  and  regard  as  the  pledge  of  their 
ultimate  success. 

If,  sir,  on  the  general  principles  of  Christian  duty,  it  is  obligatory  on 
your  memorialists,  arid  on  all  men,  to  relieve  the  oppressed,  and  to  lessen 
the  sum  of  human  misery  and  degradation  wherever  their  influence  may 
extend,  and  as  they  have  opportunity  to  advance  the  sacred  cause  of  free- 
dom throughout  the  world,  it  is  still  more  imperative  on  them  to  do  so 
when  these  objects  are  more  immediately  within  their  reach,  and  the  means 
of  effecting  them  are  placed  providentially  at  their  disposal.  It  is  an  in- 
disputable fact,  that  slavery  exists  in  British  India  to  an  enormous  extent. 
Vkriotls  as  may  have  been  the  causes  in  which  it  originated,  it  resolves 
ils'elf  principally  into  two  forms,  prsedial  and  domestic  ;  the  bondage  of  the 
N*autch,  or  dancing  girls,  prostitutes,  and  attendants  on  the  obscene  orgies 
of  the  Hindoo  temples  being  the  exception.  • 

With  respect  to  prandial  slavery,  it  exists  in  all  the  presidencies,  but  to 
the  greatest  extent,  and  in  its  most  atrocious  form,  in  the  western  penin- 
.suli  of  India.  In  all  cases  the  slaves  are  regarded,  not  as  adscripti  glebcp, 
but  as  the  absolute  property  of  their  masters,  and  can  be  sold  and  separated 
as  their  caprice  may  determine,  or  their  necessities  may  require.  On  the 
concurrent  testimony  of  military  men  and  civil  functionaries  of  high 
character  and  standing  in  the  East  India  Company's  sers  ice,  and  of  clergy- 
men of  diff"erent  religious  bodies  long  resident  in  the  East,  your  memorialists 
venture  to  assert  their  wretchedness  and  degradation  to  be  complete.  The 
lives  of  this  class  of  slaves  are,  for  the  most  part,  made  uj)  of  toil,  pri- 
vation, and  punishment ;  yet  it  is  not  so  much  to  the  incidents  of  slavery, 
fearful  as  they  undoubtedly  are,  that  }t)ur  memorialists  would  respectfully 
claim  your  attention,  as  to  the  institution  itself,  which  is  a  violation  of  the 
ftindamental  rights  of  mankind,  of  the  immutable  and  eternal  principles 
of  justice,  and  of  the  benign  spirit  and  precepts  of  the  gospel.  It  is,  sir, 
as  a  crime  against  God  that  your  memorialists  denounce  it,  and  seek  its 
speedy  and  complete  overthrow. 

Domestic  slaver}-,  though  less  revolting  in  the  case  of  some  of  its  victims 
than  in  that  of  others,  cannot  be  contemplated,  even  in  its  mildest  form, 
by  your  memorialists,  but  with  feelings  of  disgust  and  detestation.  Sub- 
jected by  the  law  of  slavery  to  the  will  of  their  masters,  to  resist  would  be 
fatal  to  the  possession  of  any  ])rivilege  which,  as  favourite  slaves,  they 
might  be  allowed  to  enjoy.  Tn  all  cases  the  power  of  the  master  is  com- 
plete over  the  persons  of  female  slaves  ;  and  the  consequence  is,  that  all 
that  is  pure  in  morals  and  holy  in  religion  is  outraged,  and  that  evils  are 
perpetrated,  at  which,  to  use  the  language  of  a  learned  Indian  judge, 
"  humanity  shudders,  and  modesty  recedes  with  blushes."  Your  memo- 
rialists would  add,  that  it  is  their  decided  connction,  from  the  eudence 
before  them,  that  the  condition  of  the  great  bulk  of  domestic  slaA^s 
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is  deplorable.  The  seclusion  of  the  harems  and  Jenanas  of  Musselmen 
of  rank  and  Hindoos  is,  they  fear,  too  frequently  the  clouk  of  brutal 
outrage  and  horrid  murders.  Decisive  evidence  is  not  x\anting  in  proof 
of  this. 

It  is  scarcely  necessary  for  your  memorialists  to  touch  upon  the  situation 
of  the  dancing  girls,  prostitutes,  and  female  attendants  on  the  obscene 
worship  of  Hindooism.  With  but  few  exceptions,  the  melancholy  history 
and  dreadful  fate  of  these  wretched  creatures  is  too  well  known  to  need 
recital.  Those  w ho  survive  the  bloom  of  youth,  or  are  not  destroyed  when 
they  can  no  longer  minister  to  the  gain  of  their  employers,  either  become 
the  vilest  of  slaves,  or  panders  to  the  most  debasing  api>etites  of  human 
nature. 

The  system  of  slavery  in  British  India  sanctions,  fostere,  encourages, 
and  perpetuates  all  this  misen,-,  degradation,  oppression,  and  death.  It 
robs  vast  multitudes  of  the  Queen's  subjects  of  their  personal  liberty,  of 
their  rights  as  husbands,  wives,  and  children,  and  of  the  fruits  of  their 
labour  and  intellect.  It  reduces  beings  made  in  the  image  of  God,  and 
endowed  with  immortalitv,  below  the  level  of  the  brutes  that  perish. 

To  supply  the  constantly  recurring  demand  for  slaves  occasioned  by  the 
continual  decrease  of  the  slave  ])opulation,  and  by  other  causes,  an  ex- 
tensive slave-trade  is  carried  on.  Hordes  of  kidnappers  and  traffickers  in 
human  beings,  such  as  the  brinjarries,  gosaynes,  and  megpunna  thugs,  are 
continually  employed  in  obtaining  children  of  both  sexes  to  meet  the  de- 
mand. Not  content  with  those  they  can  buy  or  steal,  it  is  in  evidence 
that  these  ferocious  j)eople  murder  the  parents  for  the  sake  of  their  chil- 
dren, and  find  no  difficulty  in  the  cities  of  India  in  disposing  of  the 
youths  thus  obtained.  Your  memoriahsts  are  aware  that  the  law  does  not 
justify  this  state  of  Ihings ;  it  furnishes,  however,  the  motive,  and  is 
powerless  to  put  it  down. 

The  famines  which  so  frequently  desolate  British  India  furnish  another 
source  of  supply.  Under  plea  of  the  necessities  of  parents,  the  sale  of 
children  is  permitted  and  justified  ;  but  your  memorialists  cannot  admit, 
on  any  grounds,  political  or  moral,  the  sufficiency  of  the  plea,  inasmuch  as 
it  strikes  at  the  very  root  of  human  rights,  whether  j)ersonal  or  civil. 
Where  famines  arc  clearly  the  result  of  providential  visitations,  public 
munificence,  combined  with  private  benevolence,  should  be  exerted  to 
mitigate,  where  they  cannot  fully  counteract,  their  desolating  efi"ect3. 
Where  these  famines  may,  however,  be  traced  to  defective  political  institu- 
tions, oppressive  fiscal  aiTangements,  or  misgovcrnment,  your  memorialists 
humbly  conceive  it  is  the  duty  of  a  wise  and  paternal  government  to  inter- 
pose a  better  order  of  things,  to  meet  the  exigencies  of  a  suffering  and 
oppressed  people.  Your  memorialists  cannot  contemplate  -without  horror 
the  sale  of  multitudes  of  innocent  joung  childi-en  annually,  within  the 
limits  of  the  British  empire,  to  perpetual  slavery ;  and  they  sti'ongly  feel 
that  the  j)erTnission  of  such  a  practice  is  not  only  calculated  to  relax  the 
bonds  of  parental  and  filial  love,  and  to  induce  the  most  wTetched  and  de- 
plorable habits  among  the  people,  but  to  reflect  indelible  disgrace  on  the 
authorities  who  give  it  their  sanction,  and  the  covmtry  that  will  allow  it  to 
be  done. 

Another  source  of  supply  is  the  African  slave-trade.  Through  the 
Portuguese  settlements  of  Goa,  I)iu,  and  Dumaon,  and  through  some  of 
the  native  states  on  the  borders  of  the  Persian  Gulf,  native  Africans  are 
surreptitiously,  yet  continually,  introduced  into  the  British  territories,  and 
are  in  great  demand,  particularly  emasculated  Abyssinians,  who  fetch  a 
liigh  price  in  the  market.  Nor  is  the  supreme  seat  of  Indian  government 
Iteelf— Calcutta,  free  from  the  illicit  and  detestable  traffic ;  and  vour  memo- 
(j2 
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rialists  believe  it  never  will  be,  while  the  system  of  slavery  is  permitted  to 
exist. 

Your  memorialists  do  not  feel  it  to  be  necessary  to  dwell  on  the  various 
schemes  which  have  been  propounded  during  the  last  fifty  years,  for 
ameliorating  the  condition  ot  slaves  and  mitigating  the  state  of  slavery  in 
British  India  (all  of  which,  however,  have  either  been  neglected,  or  have 
signally  failed  in  accomplishing  their  object);  simply  because  they  are 
convinced,  not  only  that  there  is  no  reasonable  hope  of  the  abolition  of  the 
slave-trade  but  by  the  extinction  of  slavery,  but  that  slavery  itself  is  an 
evil  not  to  be  mitigated,  but  destroyed.  To  its  utter  extirpation  tliroughout 
the  whole  of  the  British  dominions  they  stand  solemnly  pledged ;  nor  can 
they  swerve  from  their  purpose,  nor  relax  from  their  efforts,  until  the  great 
work  is  accomplished. 

This  is  the  case  wliich  your  memorialists  venture.  Sir  Robert,  respect- 
fully to  lay  before  you.  It  is  but  the  brief  and  imperfect  outline  of  a 
mighty  subject.  In  conclusion,  they  would  earnestly  implore  you,  as  tlie 
head  of  her  Majesty's  government,  to  bring  forward  a  measure  for  tlie 
complete  abolition  of  slavery,  in  whatever  form  it  may  exist,  throughout 
all  the  territories  and  dependencies  of  the  British  crown  ;  and  to  declare 
that  henceforth  the  whole  of  tlie  Britisli  empire  shall  be,  not  only  theo- 
retically, but  practically,  as  sacred  to  freedom  as  Great  Britain  itself.  To 
you,  sir,  is  committed,  in  great  measure,  the  destiny  for  weal  or  woe  of 
millions  in  British  India,  Avho  have  long  been  the  victims  of  a  ruthless 
despotism.  You,  sir,  can  break  their  chauis,  and  cause  them  and  their 
posterity  after  them  to  bless  you  as  their  deliverer.  And  by  jierforming 
this  great  act  of  justice,  you  will  not  only  advance  the  honour  of  your 
country,  perfect  in  the  East  the  great  work  of  emancipation  already  con- 
summated in  the  West  Indies,  and  accelerate  the  progress  of  civihsation 
and  religion,  but  you  will  obtain  for  yourself  the  grateful  homage  of  man- 
kind, and  the  blessing  of  Ilim  who  commands  us  to  "  seek  judgment,  and 
relieve  the  oppressed." 

Signed  by  order  of  the  Committee, 

Thomas  Cl.\rksox,  President. 
William  Allen,  Chairman. 

London,  September  lOlh,  1841. 

The  above  memorial  was  presented  by  a  deputation  consisting  of  the 
following  gentlemen : — Benjamin  Hawes,  M.P..  Samuel  Harford,  M.P., 
Dr.  John  Bowring,  M.P.,  Thomas  Wakley,  M.P.,  William  AUen,  Robert 
Forstcr,  George  Stacey,  Henry  Tuckett,  t^tafford  Allen,  George  W.  Alex- 
ander, Richard  Barrett,  Josiah  Conder,  Samuel  H.  I.ucas,  Henry  Clu-isty, 
Joseph  Cooper,  Henry  Sterry,  AVilllam  Ball,  L.  C.  Lescesne,  John  Scoble, 
J.  H.  Tredgold,  George  Pilkington,  Robert  J.  Rouse,  Rev.  J.  K.  Holland, 
John  Beaumont,  Rev.  James  Carlile,  Joseph  Soul,  John  II.  I^ain^,  and 
George  Allen.  The  deputation  was  most  courteously  received,  and  they 
were  informed  by  the  Right  Hon.  Baronet,  that  previous  to  the  intimation 
of  the  Committee  of  their  desire  of  an  hiterview,  he  liad  directed  the  at- 
tention of  the  noble  lord,  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Control,  to  the 
subject  of  their  memorial,  as  deser\-ing  the  most  serious  attention  of  the 
government. 

The  Premier  further  recommended  that  a  dc])utation  should  wait  on  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Control,  to  whose  department  the  subject  more 
especially  belonged.  Upon  this  suggestion  the  Committee  accordingly 
acted,  and  Lord  Ellenborough  was  waited  on  by  the  following  gentlemen  : 
—Messrs  G.  AV.  Alexander,  J.  Beaumont,  S.  Allen,  J.  Conder,  and  J. 
Scoble,     Their  reception  on  the  part  of  his  lordship  was  courteous,  but 
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they  would  have  been  hapjiy  to  have  discovered  a  nearer  agreement  in 
their  news. 


EXTENT    OF   SLAVERY    IN    BRITISH    INDIA. 

It  is  not  possible,  either  from  the  Parliamentary  Papers  which  have  yet 
been  printed,  or  from  any  other  authentic  record,  to  ascertain  the  extent 
of  slavery  in  British  India.  From  the  various  sources,  however,  which  are 
open  to  us,  and  they  embrace  parts  of  the  several  presidencies  only,  we 
have  been  enabled  to  prepare  the  following  table  and  notes,  which,  so  far 
as  they  go,  may  be  assumed  to  be  tolerably  correct : 

Northern,  Central,  and  Southern  Cuttack     .  GOO.OOO 

Moorshedabad 95,366 

Chittagong 175,200 

Tipperah 343,065 

Dacca  Jelalnore 275,190 

Mj-mensingh 363,677 

Sylhet 361,240 

Rajeshahy 766,341 

Rungpore 536,140 

Purneah 24,560 

Bhaugulpore 49,861 

Behar  and  Patna 131,280 

Shahabad 21,340 

Sarun 180,509 

Tirhoot 212,210 

Assam 27,000 

Malabar 147,000 

Canara,   Coorg,  Wynad,  Cochin,  and  Tra- 

vancore 254,000 

Tlnnevelly 324,000 

Trinchinopoly 10,600 

Arcot,  North  and  South       ....  20,000 

Surat 3,000 

Dooab,  or  Southern  Mahratta  Countr/         .  15,000 

Ceylon 30,000 

4,966,579 


"  Of  the  extent,"  say  the  Law  Commissioners  of  India,  "  to  which 
slaverv'  prevails  in  those  districts  of  the  province  of  Bengal  which  lie  south 
of  the  Ganges,"  embracing  Midnapore,  Hoogly,  Burdwan,  Beerbhoom, 
Moorshedabad,  twenty-four  Pergunnahs,  City  of  Calcutta,  Nuddea,  Jessore, 

and  Backergunge,  "  we  have  little  specific  information." "In  the 

districts  lying  beyond  the  Ganges,"  tbey  add,  "  slavery  prevails  to  a  gi-eat 

extent." "In  the  districts  composing  thei^rovince  of  Behar,  slavery 

prevails  to  a  great  extent,  and  appears  to  have  existed  from  time  imme- 
morial."   "Of  the  extent  to  which  slavery  prevails  in  the  districts 

within  the  provinces  of  Allahabad,  Agra,  and  DeDii,  we  have  very  little 
information.  It  appears  to  e.xist  principally  in  the  cities  and  towns,  and  to 
be  almost  exclusively  of  the  domestic  kind ;  but  from  the  concealment 
which  envelopes  the  economy  of  the  families  of  the  better   classes  of 
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natives,  it  would  be  almost  impossible  to  make  any  accm-ate  estinaate  of 
the  number  of  these  domestic  servants."  (Slavery — East  Indies — No.  262, 
1841,  pp.  9,  10,  11.) 

BuRDWAN. — The  Provincial  Council  of  this  district,  in  a  report  dated 
1st  August,  1774,  and  who  had  within  their  jurisdiction  Jellasore,  Midna- 
pore,  Bishenpore,  Burdwan,  Beerbhorm,  Pakhitc,  and  Kamghur,  state 
that  "  slavery  is  very  little  the  custom  in  this  country."  (p.  9.) 

Calcutta. — "  In  the  City  of  Calcutta  the  majority  of  the  Mahom- 
edan,  Portuguese,  Armenian,  Parsee,  and  Jew  inhabitants  possess  slaves." 
(p.  9.) 

DiNAGEPORK. — "  In  Dinagepore  the  number  of  slaves  is  very  small." 
(p.  10.) 

Rajemkhal. — "  In  the  hill  country,  near  Rajemehal,  slavery  is  un- 
known." (p.  10.) 

BoGLiPORE. — "  In  this  district  slavery  exists,  but  to  what  extent  un- 
known." (Adams,  p.  110.) 

GoRUCKPOEE. — "  In  Goruckpore,  province  of  Oude,  slavery  appears  to 
be  but  little  known."  (p.  11.) 

Ghazeepore. — "  In  Ghazeeporc  slavery  is  chiotiy  confined  to  the 
towns."  (p.  11.) 

JfAXPORE. — "In  Juanpore  the  slaves  are  supposed  to  be  very  few.'' 

Benares. — "  In  Benares  most  families  of  respectability  possess  them." 
(p.  11.) 

ALLAHAB.iD.— "  In  Allahabad  the  system  exists,  but  we  are  not  informed 
to  what  extent."  (p.  11.) 

Bundelcuxd. — •"  In  Bundelcund  Hindoo  slavery  is  very  limited,  but 
Mussulman  slaves  are  common."  (p.  11.) 

FuTTEHPORE. — "  In  Futtehpore  the  system  is  said  to  have  verj-  confined 
operation."  (p.  11.) 

Cawnpore. — "  In  Cawnpore  there  are  a  few  domestic  slaves."  (p.  11.) 

Etawaii. — In  Etawah  many  families  of  substance  still  possess  domestic 
slaves,  both  male  and  female,  those  of  the  latter  being  probably  the  most 
numerous."  (p.  11.) 

Agra. — "  In  Agra  slaves  are  employed  to  a  very  limited  extent." 
(p.  11.) 

MuTTRA. — "In  Muttra  the  number  of  female  .slaves  is  stated  to  be 
about  fifty  or  sixty,  and  the  male  slaves  are  said  not  to  exceed  fifteen  or 
twenty."  (p.  11.) 

Allygurii. — "  In  Allygurh  slavery  is  confined  to  the  houses  of  the 
wealthy."  (p.  11.) 

Bareilly. — In  this  district  "  almost  all  families  of  respectability,  espe- 
ciaUy  Mahomedans,  and  chiefly  those  residing  in  towns,  still  keep  slaves." 
(p.  11.) 

MoRADABAD. — Ileport  similar  to  that  of  Bareillo.  (p.  11.) 

SAHARt'NPORE. — "  In  Saharunpore  the  number  of  slaves  is  said  to  be 
very  trifling."  (p.  11.) 

Celhi. — "  The  natives  of  this  country  are  undeniably  greatly  addicted 
to  the  purchase  of  slaves,  especially  of  the  female  sex  ;  some  because 
slaves  are  kept  at  a  less  expense  than  other  servants ;  others  for  the  sake 
of  the  privacy  of  the  ai)artments  of  their  wives  ;  others  for  the  gratification 
of  their  own  vicious  propensities ;  others  for  the  purpose  of  public  prosti- 
tution. They  Mill  go  to  any  expense,  and  run  any  risk,  to  procure  slaves." 
(p.  11.) 

Saugub,  &c. — ^In  the  Saugur  and  Ncrbudda  territories,  it  is  said, 
"  slavery  does  not  prevail  to  arty  extent."  (p.  88.) 
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KuMAON. — This  district  includes  Jounsar,  Bawur,  I'oondur,  and  Sun; 
dokh,  and  other  small  tracts  between 'the  ^umna  ^nd  Sutledg^,  Deyra 
t)oof},  KiU/iaon,  with  a  large  portion  of  Gurwh'al.  "  No  census  has  been 
t^ken  of  me  slave  population  since  the  introduction  of  British  rule,  but 
the  system  must  prevail  to  a  great  extent,  as  all  persons  above  the  lowest 
class  possess  both  domestic  and  agrestic  slaves,  according  to  their  means, 
the  more  wealthy  having  from  twenty  to  twenty-five,  others  two  to  ten  do- 
mestics, besides  agricultural  slaves."  (p.  93.) 

Arkacan. — "  On  the  acquisition  of  Arracan  (including  Rararee,  Che- 
duba,  and  Sandoway)  by  the  Britlsb,  slavery  and  bondage  (debtor)  were 
not  found  existing  generally  to  a  great  extent."  (p.  104.)  Hamilton  sayg, 
"  Slavery  is  tolerated  in  all'  shapes  in  this  province."  (vol.  i.  p.  60.) 

Tenasserim. — "Absolute  slavery  does  not  appear  to  have  existed  und^r 
the  Burmese  rule,  but  a  system  of  debtor  slavery  prevailed."  (p.  l6§.) 
Hamilton  says,  "  The  custom  of  debtor-slavery  or  mortgaged  labour  pre- 
vails universally  in  Tavay,  Ye,  and  Tenasserim."  (voL  ii.  p.  267.) 

MpRGUl. — "  In  this  province  slavery  appears  to  exist."  (p.  106.) 


In  reference  to  this  presidency  the  Commissioners  lament  the  "  absej|ce 
of  direct  evidence"  on  the  subject  of  slavery.  From  the  information, 
however,  that  they  had  gathered  they  say,  "  We  are  led  to  conclude  that 
praedial  slavery  is  very  hmited  in  the  territories  under  the  Bombay  presi- 
dency. It  would  appear,  indeed,  to  be  confined  to  the  Zillah  of  Surat,  and 
to  the  southern  Mahratta  country." 

Broach. — "  In  the  town  of  Broach  there  are  sLxty-two  slaves  altogether. 
In  the  Perjumiahs  of  this  sub-coUectorate  there  are  no  slaves  among  tlip 
government  subjects ;  there  may  be,  however,  a  very  few  with  the  T})si- 
korres  of  Ahmode,  Kairwan-a,  and  other  respectable  Grosias."  (p.  546.) 

Tanxah. — "  In  the  Talook  of  Rygui-  there  ai-e  seventy-five  slay^^, 
chiefly  African ;  in  the  Rajpooree  district  there  are  eighteen  ;  in  Saulf.se 
there  are  twenty-eight ;  and  in  the  talooka  of  Sals(?tte  and  Oorun  there 
are  thirty-two;  being  a  total  of  153  slaves."  (p.  548.) 

Sholapoor. — "  Tlie  Mamletdars  fcport  that  slaverj'  has  not  existe4  \j^ 
their  district  since  the  British  goverimient."  (p.  550.) 

Dekhan. — Comprehending  Khandeish,  Ahmednuggur,  Bcder  or  Kal- 
bcrgah,  Hyderabad,  including  Nandere,  Bejapoor,  and  the  province  of 
Berar.  Mr.  Chaplin,  in  his  report  on  this  portion  of  British  India,  re- 
marks, " It  -nill  be  observed  that  slavei7  in  the  Dekhan  is  very  prevalent, 
and  we  know  that  it  has  been  recognised  by  the  Hindu  law,  and  by  the 
custom  of  the  country  from  time  immemorial."  (Report,  ])p.  148 — 151.) 

"With  respect  to  many  other  districts  in  the  Bombay  jjresidency,  we  learn 
that  slavery  exists,  but  in  what  form,  or  to  what  extent,  official  records  do 
not  point  out.    (pp.  539 — 552.) 

jNIr.  Baber  states  that  domestic  slavery  prevails  to  a  great  extent.  He 
says,  "  All  the  Jagheerdars,  Deshwars,  Zemindars,  principal  Bramins,  arid 
Sahookdars,  retain  slaves  in  theii-  domestic  establishments.  In  fact,  in 
^very  Mahratta  household  of  consequence,  they  are,  both  male  and  female, 
especially  the  latter,  to  be  found;  ant?,  indeed,  are  considered  to  be  indis- 
pensable." (Parliamentary  Papers,  No.  128,  1834,  p.  4.) 


Masulipatam. — In  this  district  there  are  three  descriptions  qf  sli^ves  : 
those  in  the  service  of  the  Ryots,  called  "Paulalof^,"  ^nd  tljQse  be}o^pipg 
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to  the  Zemindars,  the  males  called  "  Khasaloo,"  the  females  "  Dauseeloo." 
Number  not  given,  (p.  114.) 

R.\JAnMUNDRY. — The  slaves  in  this  district,  it  is  stated,  "<orni  a  dis- 
tinct class."     Their  condition  anomalous.    Number  not  knoAvn.  (p.  115.) 

GuNTOOK. — In  this  district,  it  is  said,  "  there  is  no  slavery,  in  the  strict 
sense  of  the  word ;  but  there  are  male  and  female  servants  attached  to  the 
Zemindars  who  are  desif^ated  slaves."     Number  not  stated,   (p.  115.) 

ViZAGAP.\TA.M. — In  this  district  "a  species  of  domestic  servitude  exists, 
improperly  called  '  slavery.' "  The  jiersons  called  slaves  "  are  born  in  the 
family,  in  which  they  are  clothed  and  fed,  but  receive  no  remuneration  for 
their  services."  (p.  115.) 

•  Ganja.m. — In  this  district  slavery  is  mentioned  as  existing  in  its 
"  mildest  form,"  except  with  respect  to  the  slaves  belonging  to  the  Zemin- 
dars, "  who  exert  over  them  the  most  despotic  power."  (p.  115.) 

In  the  remarks  of  the  commissioners  on  the  reports  respecting  slavery 
in  the  Northern  Circars,  referred  to  above,  they  say  that  it  is  probable 
"  the  husbandry  is  carried  on  by  a  class  of  field  labourers  who  are  in  the 
same  condition  as  those  who  are  called  slaves  in  Masulipatam."  (p.  115.) 
•  Ne  1,1,0 RE. — "  In  Nellore  there  is  no  slavery,  although  some  few  Ma- 
homedans  have  domestic  servants  purchased  by  them  from  their  parents  in 
infancy."  (p.  117.) 

Bellaky. — "  No  agrestic  slavery  whatever  exists  there,"  and  the  do- 
mestic slaves  are  few.  (p.  117.) 

Cuddapaii. — Same  report  as  Bellary.  (p.  117.) 

Mysore. — "In  the  countrj-  of  Mysore  agrestic  slaves  are  almost  un- 
known." (p.  117.)  Colonel  Cubbon,  commissioner  in  Mysore,  states  in  a 
late  report  (13th  June,  1840),  that  "  pra?dial  slavery  is  foimd  in  the  My- 
sore territory  only  in  the  districts  skirting  the  "western  Ghauts,  and  there 
to  no  great  extent."  (p.  117.) 

Salem. — "  It  appears  from  the  reports  that  slavery  does  not  exist  in 
Salem."  (p.  118.)  Yet  it  appears  that  "children  are  nurcha.sed  during 
famine,  in  consequence  of  the  indigence  of  their  parents,     (p.  118.) 

CoiMBATOOR. — Slavery  "is  found  in  a  few  villages  only,  in  the  talook 
of  Caroor,  which  adjoins  the  district  of  Trinchinopoly,  and  that  of  Polochy, 
which  lies  towards  Malabar."  (p.  118.) 

Chingleput. — "With  respect  to  Chingleput,  it  was  stated  in  1819,  that 
the  chief  part  of  the  pariars  of  the  district  were  slaves,  but  we  do  not  find 
any  estimate  of  their  number."  (p.  119.) 

Tanjore. — "In  Tanjore  the  slave  population  is  veiy  numerous.  Mr 
Campbell  says  it  amounts  to  many  thousands."  (p.  119.) 

Madura. — "  In  Madura,  at  present,  the  magistrate  states,  slaves  of 
all  kinds  bear  but  a  trifling  proportion  to  the  whole  population."  (p.  119.) 

In  this  presidency  domestic  slaves  are  exceedingly  numerous.  Mr  Baber 
describes  them  as  "  the  descendants  of  out-ca-ste  persons,"  and  "  kidnapped 
persons  of  free-born  castes ;"  of  whom,  says  Mr  Brown,  "  he  would  pro- 
duce hundreds  in  every  town  in  Malabar,  there  being  few  Moi)illa  (Moham- 
medan) or  Christian  houses  in  which  there  were  not  some  of  them  ;"  and 
the  rest  are  described  "  as  persons,  or  their  offspring,  natives  of  Arabia, 
but  chiefly  of  Abyssinia,  called  Wadawur  and  Goolams  ;"  and  it  is  added, 
"  in  all  the  great  towns  throughout  Malabar  and  Canara,  these  descrii)tions 
of  slaves  arc  to  be  met  with."  (Parliamentary  Papers,  128,  1834,  j).  11.) 

LAW   OF   slavery    IN    BRITISH    INDIA. 

The  following  authoritative  exposition  of  the  law  of  slavery  among  the 
Mohammedans  and  Hindoos  of  British  India,  Avas  given  by  the  officers  of 
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the  Sudder  Dewnnny  and  Xizamut  Adawlut,  in  consequence  of  infoniiation 
before  that  court  that  frequent  irregularities  had  been  practised  in  the  ac- 
quisition of  slaves,  and  also  that,  in  some  instances,  the  treatment  of  them, 
especially  of  female  slaves,  was  cruel  or  otherwise  immoral. 

Questions  put  to  the  Moftee  by  the  Nizamut  Adawlut. 

1.  What  description  of  slaves  are  authorised  by  the  Mohammedan  law? 

2.  A\niat  legal  power  arc  the  owners  of  slaves  allowed  to  exercise  upon 
the  persons  of  their  slaves,  and  i)articularly  of  their  female  slaves  ? 

3.  "What  offences  upon  the  persons  of  slaves,  and  particularly  of  female 
slaves,  committed  by  their  owners  or  by  others,  are  legally  punished,  and 
in  what  manner  ? 

4.  Are  slaves  entitled  to  emancipation  upon  any  and  what  mal-treat- 
ment;  and  mav  the  courts  of  justice  adjudge  their  emancipation  upon  the 
proof  of  such  mal-treatment  ?  In  particular,  may  such  judgment  be  passed 
upon  proof  that  a  female  slave  has,  during  her  minority,  been  prostituted 
by  her  master  or  mistress,  or  that  any  attempt  of  violence  has  been  made 
upon  her  person  by  her  owner  ? 

MOHAMMEDAN   SLAVERY. 

Replies. 

All  men  are  by  nature  free  and  independent,  and  no  man  can  be  a  sub- 
ject of  property,  except  an  infidel  inhabiting  a  countrj'  not  under  the 
power  and  control  of  the  faithful.  This  right  of  possession,  which  the 
>Ioslems  have  over  Hurbees  (infidels  fighting  against  the  faith),  is  acquired 
by  Isteela,  which  means  the  entire  subduement  of  any  subject  of  property 
by  force  of  arms.  The  original  right  of  property  which  one  man  may 
possess  over  another  is  to  be  acquired  solely  by  Isteel,  and  cannot  be  ob- 
tained in  the  first  instance  by  purchase,  donation,  or  heritage.  "\Mien, 
therefore,  an  Imaum  subdues  by  force  of  arms  any  one  of  the  cities  in- 
habited by  infidels,  such  of  them  as  may  be  taken  prisoners  become  his 
rightful  property,  and  he  has  the  power  of  putting  them  to  death  or 
making  them  slaves,  and  distributing  them  as  such  among  the  ghazees 
(victorious  soldiers),  particularly  when  fighting  against  infidels  ;  or  he 
may  set  them  at  liberty  in  a  Mussulman  country,  and  le\y  the  capitation 
tax  :  should  he  make  them  slaves,  they  become' legal  subjects  of  property, 
and  are  transferable  by  sale,  gift,  or  inheritance.  But  if,  after  captivitv, 
they  should  become  converts  to  Islam  (the  faith),  the  power  of  death  over 
them  is  thereby  barred,  though  they  would  continue  slaves ;  for  slavery 
being  the  necessary  consequence  of  original  infidehty,  the  conversion  to 
Islam  does  not  aflect  the  prior  state  of  bondage  to  wliich  the  individual 
has  been  regularly  rendered  liable  by  Isteela,  provided  this  be  clearly 
established.  From  this  it  is  evident  that  the  same  rules  are  applicable 
to  the  slaves  of  both  sexes.  If  slaves  are  afterwards  sold  or  given  away 
by  the  Imaum,  or  by  the  ghazees,  who  shared  at  the  distribution,  or  if 
they  should  become  tlie  property  of  another  by  inheritance,  they  then 
become  slaves  under  the  three  difi"erentj;lasses  of  purchase,  donation,  and 
inheritance. 

If  a  female  should  bear  ofispringby  any  other  than  by  her  legal  lord  and 
master,  whether  the  father  be  a  freeman  or  a  slave,  and  whether  the  slave 
of  the  said  master  or  of  any  other  person,  in  any  one  of  these  cases  such 
oflfspring  is  subject  to  slaverj-,  and  these  are  called  khanazad  (born  in  the 
family)  ;  but  it  the  children  be  the  acknowledged  offspring  of  the  right 
owner,  they  are  then  free,  and  the  mother  of  them  (being  tlie  parent  of  a 
child  by  her  master)  becomes,  at  his  decease,  free  also  j  and  this  rule  is  ap- 
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plicable  to  all  their  descendants  to  the  latest  posterity.  The  practice 
among  free  men  and  women  of  selling  their  own  offspring  during  tie  time 
of  famine  is  exceedingly  improper  and  unjustifiable,  being  in  direct  oppo- 
sition to  the  principle  above  stated;  viz.,  that  no  man  can  be  a  subject  of 
]Dropertv,  cxcej)!  an  infidel  taken  in  the  act  of  hostilities  against  the  fiiith. 
In  no  case  can  a  person  legally  free  become  a  subject  of  propertv ; 
and  chilcben  not  being  the  pro])erty  of  their  parents,  all  sales  or  pui-chases 
of  them,  as  any  other  articles  of  illegal  property,  are  consequently  in- 
valid. It  is  also  illegal  for  any  freeman  to  sell  his  own  person,  either  in 
time  of  famine,  or  though  he  be  oppressed  by  a  debt  which  he  is  unable 
to  discharge.  For  in  the  first  of  these  cases,  a  famished  man  may  feed 
upon  a  dead  body,  or  may  rob  another;  and  a  distressed  debtor  is  not 
liable  to  any  fine  or  punishment. 

We  are  not  acquainted  with  the  principal  or  detailed  circumstances, 
which  led  to  the  custom  prevailing  in  most  Mussubnan  countries  of  pur- 
chasing and  selling  the  inhabitants  of  Zanguibar,  Ethiopia,  Nubia,  and 
other  negroes;  but  the  ostensible  causes  are,  either  that  the  negroes  sell 
their  own  oflspring,  or  that  Mussulman  or  other  tribes  of  people  take 
them  ))risoners  by  fraud,  or  seize  them  by  stealth  from  the  sea-shores.  In 
such  cases  they  are  not  legally  slaves,  and  the  sale  and  purchase  of  them 
are  consequently  invalid.  But  if  a  Mussulman  army,  by  order  of  an 
Imaum,  should  invade  their  country,  and  make  them  prisoners  of  war  !))■ 
force  of  arms,  they  are  then  legal  slaves,  provided  that  such  negroes  are 
inhabitants  of  a  country  under  the  government  of  infidels,  and  in  which  a 
Mussulman  is  not  entitled  to  receive  the  full  benefit  and  protection  of  his 
own  laws.  AVith  regard  to  the  custom  prevailing  in  this  country,  of  hiring 
childi-en  from  their  parents  for  a  vcrj-  considerable  period,  such  as  for 
seventy  or  eighty  years,  and  under  this  pretext  maknig  them  slaves,  as 
well  as  their  produce  also,  under  the  denomination  of  khanazad  (domestic 
slaves),  the  following  laws  are  applicable: — "It  is  lawful  and  proper  for 
parents  to  hire  out  their  chilcbren  on  service,  but  this  conti-act  of  hire  be- 
comes null  and  void  when  the  child  arrives  at  the  yeai's  of  discretion,  as 
the  right  of  parentage  then  cea.ses.  A  free  man,  who  has  reached  the 
years  of  discretion,  may  enter  into  a  contract  to  serve  another,  but  not 
for  any  great  length  of  time,  such  as  for  seventy  yeai's,  as  this  also  is  a 
mere  pretext,  and  has  the  sanie  object  of  slaven,-  in  view  ;  whereas,  the  said 
free  man  has  the  option  of  dissolving  any  contract  of  hire  under  either  of 
the  following  circumstances  : — It  is  the  custom,  in  contracts  of  this  nature, 
for  a  person  hired  on  service  to  receive  a  compensation  in  moijey,  clothes, 
and  food,  as  the  price  of  hire ;  any  day,  therefore,  that  a  servant  receives 
such  a  compensation,  he  is  in  duty  bound  to  serve  for  that  day,  but  not 
otherwise.  The  conclition  of  contract  of  hire  requires  that  the  return  of 
profit  be  equal  to  the  price  of  hire,  and  this  cannot  be  ascertained  but  bv 
degrees,  and  in  course  of  time.  The  contract  of  hire,  therefore,  becomes 
complete,  or  fulfilled  according  to  the  services  or  benefit  actually  rendered 
in  return  for  the  price  of  hire  received,  and  the  person  hired  has  conse- 
quently the  option  of  dissolving  the  contract  at  any  moment  of  the  period 
originally  agreed  for." 

It  is  unavoidable  and  necessary  in  contracts  of  a  different  nature,  such 
as  in  rent  of  land,  kc,  that  the  lessee  should  not  have  this  power ;  but  re- 
verting to  contracts  of  hire  for  service  for  a  long  period,  the  nefai-ious 
practices  of  subjecting  free  men  to  a  state  of  bondage  under  this  pretence, 
it  appears  expedient  to  provide  against  such  abuses ;  and  with  this  view  to 
restrict  the  i)eriod  for  service  in  all  contracts  of  hired  freemen  to  a  nionth, 
or  year,  or  the  utmost  to  three  years,  as  in  cases  of  iiariawurgf,  a  form  of 
endowment.     It  is  customary  also  among  the  Zuroeni  Tewajf,  to  purchase 
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female  free  children  from  their  parents,  or  by  engagements  directly  with 
the  children  themselves.  Exclusively  of  the  illegality  of  such  purchases, 
there  is  a  further  evil  resulting  from  this  practice,  which  is,  the  cliildren 
are  taught  dancing  and  singing  for  others,  and  are  also  made  ])rostitutes, 
which  are  extremel)-  improper,  and  expressly  forbidden  by  the  law. 

The  rightful  proprietor  of  male  and  female  slaves  lias  a  chum  to  the 
services  of  such  slaves  to  the  extent  of  their  ability.  He  may  emjdoy 
them  in  baking,  cooking;  in  making,  dyeing,  and  washing  clothes;  as 
agents  in  mercantile  transactions ;  in  attending  cattle,  in  tillage,  or  culti- 
vation ;  as  carpenters,  ironmongers,  and  goldsmiths  ;  in  transcribing ;  as 
weavers,  and  in  manufacturing  woollen  cloths;  as  shoemakers,  boatmen, 
twisters  of  silk,  watcr-ckawers ;  in  shaving ;  in  performing  surgical  opera- 
tions, such  as  cujiping,  &c. ;  as  farriers,  bncklz^yers,  and  the  like.  He  may 
hire  them  out  on  service  in  any  of  the  above  capacities  ;  he  may  employ 
them  himself,  or  for  the  use  of  his  family,  in  other  duties  of  a  domestic 
nature,  such  as  in  fetching  water  for  washing  on  evazoo  (religious  purifi- 
cation), or  anointing  his  body  with  oil,  rubbing  his  feet,  or  attending  his 
person  while  dressing,  and  in  guarding  the  door  of  his  house,  &c.  He 
ipay  also  have  connexion  with  his  legal  female  slave,  provided  she  is  ar- 
rived at  the  years  of  maturity,  and  the  master  or  proprietor  has  not  pre- 
viously given  her  in  marriage  to  another. 

If  a  master  oppress  his  slave  by  employing  him  on  any  dnty  beyond  his 
ability,  as  insisting  upon  his  carrying  a  load  which  he  is  incapable  of  bear- 
ing, or  climbing  a  tree  which  he  cannot,  the  Hakim,  or  rulLng  power,  may 
chastise  him.  It  is  also  imjjroper  for  a  master  to  order  his  slave  to  do  that 
which  is  forbidden  by  the  law,  such  as  putting  an  innocent  person  to  death, 
setting  fire  to  a  house,  tearing  the  clothes  off  another,  or  prostituting  him- 
self by  adultery  and  fornication ;  to  steal  or  drink  spirits,  or  to  slander 
and  abuse  the  chaste  and  virtuous.  And  if  a  master  be  guilty  of  such  like 
oppressions,  the  Hakim  may  inflict  exemplary  punishment  by  Fazecr  and 
Llgoobut  Hugool  lUah  (literally  the  right  of  God),  and  meaning  on  prin- 
ciples of  public  justice. 

It  is  further  unlawful  for  a  master  to  punish  his  male  or  female  slave  for 
disrespectful  conduct,  and  such  like  offences,  further  than  by  tadeeb  (cor^ 
rectiou),  as  the  power  of  passing  sentence  of  tazcer  and  qisaes  is  solely 
vested  in  the  Hakim.  If,  therefore,  the  master  should  exceed  the  limits  of 
his  power  of  chastisement  above  stated,  he  is  liable  to  tazccr.  If  a  master 
should  have  counexioji  with  liis  female  slave  before  she  has  arrived  at  the 
years  of  matuiity,  and  if  the  female  slave  should  in  consequence  be  seri- 
ously injured,  or>hould  die,  the  ruling  power  may  punish  him  by  tazeer 
and  Ugoobut  Hugool  lUah,  as  before  defined. 

If  the  master  of  male  or  female  slaves  should  tyrannise  over  tliem  by 
treating  them  unjustly,  stinting  them  in  food,  or  imposing  upon  them 
duties  of  an  oppressive  nature ;  or  if  a  master  should  have  connexion 
with  his  slave  giil  before  she  has  arrived  at  the  yeai-s  of  maturity,  or 
should  give  her  in  mai'riage  to  another,  with  permission  to  cohabit  with 
her  in  this  state,  such  master  sins  against  the  divine  laws,  and  the  ruling 
power  may  punish  him  ;  but  the  commission  of  such  crimes  by  the 
master  does  not  authorise  the  manumission  of  the  slave,  nor  has  the  Hakim 
any  right  or  authority  to  grant  emancipation.  Adverting  to  the  principle 
upon  which  the  legality  of  slavery  is  originally  established — viz.  that  the 
subject  of  property  must  be  an  infidel,  and  taken  in  the  act  of  hostilities 
against  the  faith ;  and  also  to  the  several  branches  of  legal  slavery  arising 
from  this  principle,  as  by  purchase,  donati'on,  inheritance,  and  khanzadee ; 
whenever  a  case  of  possession  of  an  unlawfid  male  or  female  slave  should 
ibe  referred  to  the  IJakim  for  iiiiyeetigation,  it  is  lus  duty  to  pass  an  order, 
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according  to  the  original  inght  of  freedom  of  such  individual,  to  deprive 
the  unjust  proprietor  of  possession,  and  to  grant  immediate  emancipation 
to  the  slave. 

(Signed  and  sealed)         Soorajoddek.n  Ullel:,  and 
MOIIAMKD  Kashld. 

HINDOO  SLAVERY. 
There  are  fifteen  different  sorts  of  male  and  female  slaves,  as  follows : — 
1st,  Girihgat,  that  is,  born  of  a  female  slave  ;  2nd,  Kireet,  that  is,  one 
bought  for  a  price,  either  from  the  parents  or  from  the  former  ouncr ; 
3rd,  Lubdhi,  that  is,  one  received  in  donation ;  4th,  Dayada  pagut,  that 
is,  one  acquired  by  inheritance ;  oth,  Unakut  chirt,  that  is,  one  main- 
tained or  protected  in  time  of  famine ;  6th,  Aheet,  that  is,  a  slave  pledged 
by  his  master ;  7th,  Bundus,  that  is,  a  distressed  debtor,  voluntarily  en- 
gaged to  serve  his  creditor  for  a  stipulated  period;  8th,  Joodh  j)urai)ut, 
that  is,  one  taken  captive  in  war;  Oth,  Punjcet,  that  is,  won  in  a  stake 
or  gambling  wager ;  10th,  Oofigut,  that  is,  one  ottering  himself  in  servi- 
tude, without  any  com])ensation  or  return  ;  1 1th,  Purbburjeea  busit,  that 
is,  a  Brahmin  relinquishing  a  state  of  religious  mendicancy  which  he  had 
voluntarily  assumed  ;  an  apostate  mendicant,  hoMever,  is  the  slave  of  the 
rajah  or  government  only;  12th,  Ibrit  kal,  that  is,  stipulated,  or  one 
offering  hmiself  in  servitude  for  a  stipulated  time  ;  l;ith,  Bhuegal  das, 
that  is,  one  offering  himself  in  servitude  for  the  sake  of  food  ;  14th,  Birbar 
chirt,  that  is,  one  becoming  a  slave  on  condition  of  marriage  with  a  slave 
girl ;  15th,  Atmu  bikrita,  that  is,  self-sold,  or  one  who  has  sold  himself  for 
a  price.  Authorities,  Mituchra-uprusk,  Rutnakur,  Ribad  chinta,  Nunie 
kul  putro,  and  others. 

The  owner  of  a  male  or  female  slave  may  require  of  such  slave  the  per- 
formance of  impure  work,  svich  as  plastering  and  sweeping  the  house, 
cleaning  the  door,  gateway,  and  necessary ;  rubbing  his  master's  naked 
body  (bunudome  nebanu)  with  oil,  and  clothing  him  ;  removing  fragments 
of  victuals  left  at  his  master's  table,  and  eating  them ;  removing  urine  and 
human  ordure  ;  rubbing  his  master's  feet  and  other  limbs,  c^-c.  In  cases 
of  disobedience  or  fault  committed  by  the  slave,  the  master  has  power  to 
beat  his  slave  with  a  tiiin  stick,  or  to  bind  him  with  a  rope;  and  if  he 
should  consider  the  slave  deserving  of  severe  punishment,  he  may  pull 
his  hair,  or  expose  him  upon  an  ass  ;  but  if  the  master  should  exceed  this 
extent  of  his  authority,  and  inflict  punishment  upon  his  slave  of  a  severer 
nature  than  above  stated,  he  is  liable  to  pay  a  fine  to  the  Hakim  or  ruling 
power,  of  a  thousand  puns  of  eight  thousand  cowries.  This  is  declared 
by  Menu,  according  to  Patnaker  Behbad,  Chinta,  Munnie,  and  other 
authorities. 

A  master  has  no  right  to  command  his  male  or  female  slave  to  perform 
any  other  duties  besides  those  specified  in  the  answer  to  the  second  question, 
or  authority  to  punish  his  slave  further  tluin  in  the  manner  before  stated ; 
and  if  he  should  exceed  this  discretionary  power,  in  either  case  lie  is 
liable  to  the  same  penalty — viz.,  one  thousand  puns  of  cowries.  This  is  de- 
clared by  Menu  and  Besliie. 

The  commission  of  offences  of  the  above  nature  by  the  master  does  not 
affect  the  state  of  the  slave,  and  the  ruling  nower  has  not  the  ri^ht  of 
granting  his  manumission.  But  if  it  should  oe  established  in  evidence 
before  the  Hakim,  that  any  person,  having  stolen  or  inveigled  away  a  child 
or  slave,  had  afterwards  sold  him  to  another,  or  that  any  person  had  com- 
pelled another  into  a  state  of  slavery  bv  violence,  the  ruling  power  may 
then  order  the  emancipation  of  such  child  or  slave  ;  and  if  a  master,  or  any 
other  person  by  permission  of  the  master,  should  cohabit  with  a  slave  girl 
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before  she  has  arrived  at  the  years  of  maturity,  and  this  fact  be  proved, 
the  rulinp  power  may  sentence  such  offender  to  pay  a  fine  of  fifty  puns  of 
cowries,  but  cannot  emancipate  the  slave  girl. 

Wherever  a  slave  girl  has  borne  a  child  by  her  master,  such  slave,  to- 
gether with  the  child,  becomes  free,  and  the  ruling  power  should  sanction 
their  emancipation. 

(Signed)         CiiATTOOR  Biiooj  Necarutun, 
Chiterput  Oapadhea. 

(Vide  Parliamentary  Paper,  No.  125,  1828,  "  entitled  Slaverv  in  British 
India,"  pp.  309,  317.) 

The  laws  which  make  the  murder  of  a  slave  a  ca])ital  offence,  and  which 
admit  his  testimony  as  a  witness,  are  undoubtedly  great  improvements 
ii])on  the  Mohammedan  law,  but  of  little  practical  benefit  to  him  in  the  way 
of  protection.  To  the  redress  of  his  grievances,  whether  of  outrage  on 
his  person,  or  anv  other  class  of  injuries  that  can  be  inflicted  on  him,  the 
most  formidable  obstacles  oppose  themselves; — "  1,  Distance,  and  the  dif- 
ficulty of  immediate  European  interference.  2.  The  venalitj'  of  the  native 
local'civil  servants.  And  3.  The  want  of  energy,  and  a  spirit  of  inquiiy, 
for  the  redress  of  grievances,  on  the  j)art  of  persons  in  authority,  who 
often  leave  the  investigation  of  complaints  to  their  Cutcherry  servants. 
The  latter  often  possess  so  great  an  influence  over  their  European  masters 
as  to  bias  their  actions  and  better  inclinations,  by  the  plausible  turns  they 
can  give  to  any  inquirv  carried  on  in  a  strange  language."  (Par.  Papers, 
128,  1804,  p.  38.) 

To  these  remarks  of  Captain  Bevan  may  be  added  those  of  Mr  Baber. 
He  says,  "The  commission  of  violence,  or  of  any  offence  upon  the  persons 
of  slaves,  does  not  affect  their  state  of  bondage ;  and  that  the  ruling 
power  has  not  the  right  of  granting  their  manumission ;  and  what  slave, ' 
asks  the  learned  judge,  "  itndcr  siich  circumstances,  dare  appeal  to  the 
laws?  Again,"  he  observes,  "there  is  the  difficulty  of  informing  slaves 
of  the  laws,  from  their  want  of  intelligence,  and  the  distance  they  are  kept 
at  by  the  native  establishments,  the  expense  and  uncertainty  of  obtaining 
relief  under  them,  and  above  all,  as  I  before  hinted,  the  dread  of  at- 
tem])ting  to  oppose  a  power,  beneath  which  it  has  become  habitual  to 
bend ;  all  which  must,  and  does,  give  almost  impunitv  to  tvrannical  mas- 
ters." (Ibid.,  p.  14.) 

In  another  ])laee,  referring  to  certain  "  horrid  barbarities"  which  had 
been  inflicted  on  four  slaves,  from  the  eflfects  of  which  one  of  them  appears 
to  have  died,  Mr  Baber  adds,  "The  slaves  themselves  preferred  no  com- 
plaint; but  if  it  is  to  depend  on  the  slaves  themselves  to  sue  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  laws,  their  situation  must  be  hopeless  indeed,  for  having  no 
means  of  subsistence  independent  of  their  owners  and  employers,  their 
repairing  to  and  attending  upon  a  public  Cutcherry,  is  a  thino^  physically 
impossible;  and  even  if  those  provisions  of  the  regulations  that  require 
all  complaints  to  be  preferred  in  writing  were  dispensed  with  in  favour  of 
the  slaves,  and  they  were  exemjited  from  the  papiient  of  tolls  at  the  nu- 
merous ferries  they  would  have  to  pass,  and  though  an  allowance  m  as  made 
to  them  by  government  during  their  detention  at  the  Cutcherries  and 
courts,  unless  forfeiture  of  the  right  of  properti/  over  slaves  ii-as  the 
penalty  for  ill-usage,  their  situation  would  only  become  more  intolerable 
than  it  was  before  they  complaiited."  (Ibid.,  p.  15.) 


For  details  respecting  the  condition  of  the  slave  population  in  India, 
the  reader  is  referred  to  the  pages  of  a  pamphlet  on  "  Slaven*-  and  the 
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Slave-trade  in  British  India,"  published  by  the  Society  in  1841  ;  to  a  Par- 
liamentary Paper,  No.  128,  1834,  printed' by  order  of  the  House  of  Cobq- 
mons  ;  and  to  the  Reports  of  the  Evidence  on  the  general  question,  by 
the  Indian  Law  Commissioners  of  India,  No.  238  and  262, — 1841,  printed 
also  by  order  of  the  House  of  Commons. 


PETITION. 


To  the  Honourable  the  Commons  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland,  in  Parliament  assembled. 

The  humble  petition  of  the  Committee  of  the  British  and  Foreign 
Anti-slavery  Society, 

Shewetii, 

That  your  petitioners  have  learnt  \nth  deep  regret  the  continued  ex- 
istence of  slavery  in  various  atrocious  and  degrading  forms  in  British 
India,  by  ■which  immense  masses  of  their  fellow-men  and  fellow-subjects 
are  held  and  used  as  property,  contrary  to  every  principle  of  justice,  hu- 
manity, and  religion. 

That  in  connexion  with  this  system  of  slavery,  an  extensive  foreign 
slave-trade  is  carried  on,  attended  with  the  usual  revolting  features  of  that 
guilty  traffic,  by  which  the  natives  of  Africa,  Arabia,  and  other  parts  of 
the  East,  are  surreptitiously  introduced  into  the  British  territories  through 
the  Portuguese  settlements  of  Goa,  Diu,  and  Dumaon,  and  the  native 
states  bordering  on  the  Persian  Gulf. 

ITiat  a  home  slave-trade  also  exists,  by  which  large  numbers  of  free 
children,  the  subjects  of  her  Majesty,  and  their  posterity  after  them,  are 
annually  reduced  to  perpetual  bondage,  and  the  system  of  slavery  strengtli- 
ened  and  maintained  thereby. 

That  there  have  grown  up  under  this  system  of  slavery  organised  bands 
of  kidnappers,  who  cany  on  their  detestable  occupation  to  a  great  extent 
and  with  great  cruelty,  and  find  a  ready  market  for  their  victims  in  the 
chief  cities  and  to-wTis  of  the  country. 

That  your  petitioners,  convinced  from  long  and  painful  experience  that 
all  attempts  to  mitigate  the  system  of  slavery — to  abolish  the  foreign 
slave-trade — to  limit  the  ^^ctims  of  the  home  branch  of  it — to  tenninate 
the  practice  of  kidnapj)ing — and  to  ameliorate  the  condition  of  the  slaves 
in  British  India,  have  failed,  would  entreat  your  honourable  House  forth- 
with to  take  this  great  subject  into  consideration,  to  adopt  such  measures 
as  shall  secure  to  the  entire  slave  population  of  British  India  their  imme- 
diate and  unconditional  emancipation,  and  to  provide  that  henceforth 
every  person  who  shall  touch  any  portion  of  British  territory,  in  any  part 
of  the  world,  shall  without  exception  or  limitation  be  ipso  facto  free. 

And  your  petitioners  will  ever  pray,  &:c. 

Signed  on  behalf  of  the  Committee, 

John  Be.\umo>t,  Chairman. 

October  5th,  1841. 


A  Copy  of  the  Letter  from  the  Governor-General  of  India  in  Council,  ill 
the  Legislative  Department,  dated  the  10th  of  May,  1841,  No.  8;  and 
of  the  Minute  of  the  Governor-General  enclosed  tlierein,  uii  the  subject 
of  Slavery  in  the  East  Indies. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Court  of  Directors  of  the  East  Intlia  Company. 
HoKOUR.\BLE  SiKS, — "With  our  letter  in  this  department,  date<l  the 
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8th  of  Februan-  (No.  3  of  1841),  we  transmitted  two  printed  copies  of  the 
Reports  and  Appendix  furnished  by  the  Indian  Law  Commissioners  on 
the  question  of  slavery  in  India. 

2.  As  your  honourable  Court  will  naturally  be  anxious  to  obtain  early 
information  of  the  opinions  entertained  by  the  members  of  your  govern- 
ment on  the  actual  state  of  the  law,  and  on  the  recommendation  of  the 
Law  Commissioners  regarding  this  important  subject,  we  have  the  honour 
to  forward  herewith  copy  of  a  minute  recorded  by  the  Right  Honourable 
the  Governor-General,  dated  the  6th  inst.  Your  honourable  Court  will, 
however,  be  pleased  to  consider  the  subject  as  still  under  discussion  by  the 
government,  and  the  sentiments  of  the  remaining  members  of  the  council 
will  be  communicated  with  the  least  possible  delay.   AVe  have,  &:c. 

(Signed)        Auckland, 

J.  NiCOLLS, 

W.  W.  Bird, 
W.  Casement, 
T.  H.  Pkinsep, 
Fort  William,  10th  May,  1841.  A.  Amos. 


Minute  by  the  Right  Honourable  the  Governor-General,  dated 
6th  May,  1841. 

SLAVERY    IX    INDIA. 

This  subject,  so  fully  treated  in  the  present  report  of  the  Law  Com- 
missioners, is  undoubtedly  a  most  difficult  and  extensive  one.  But  the 
evidence  and  information  which  they  have  collected  may,  I  trust,  enable 
us  to  form  some  clear  conclusions,  such  as  shall  suffice  to  determine  the 
immediate  practical  course  of  the  government. 

I  will  not  enter  into  much  detail  in  ])ointing  out  the  generally  mild  cha- 
tacter  of  what  is  termed  slavery  in  this  country,  or  in  marking  how  low 
)he  agrestic  servitude,  which  exists  in  several  of  its  districts,  is  connected 
chiefly  with  distinctions  of  caste,  and  will  be  upheld,  notwithstanding  any 
measures  of  the  public  authorities,  by  the  force  which  natural  habit  and 
opinion  have  imparted  to  those  distinctions.  The  facts  relating  to  the 
various  descriptions  and  modifications  of  bondage,  as  prevailing  in  different 
provinces,  are  set  forth  by  the  commissioners  with  distinctness  and  pre- 
cision. On  the  effect  of  caste  in  maintaining  agricultural  servitude,  even 
under  circumstances  in  many  respects  favourable  to  freedom,  instructive 
particulars  will  be  found  in  the  evidence  respecting  the  districts  of  Coorg 
and  Malabar.  In  Coorg,  many  of  the  slaves  emancipated  by  government 
on  its  own  estates  have,  from  various  causes,  been  led  to  destroy  their  cer- 
tificates of  freedom,  and  to  place  themselves  again  in  servitude  under 
their  former  masters.  In  Malabar,  all  the  influence  of  the  English  pro- 
prietor of  an  estate  cannot  obtain  for  any  of  his  labourers  a  greater  degree 
of  respect  or  privilege  than  the  strict  local  usages  of  caste  allow  them ; 
they  remain,  vhatever  the  liberty  of  action  which  he  accords  to  them,  as 
degraded  as  before,  for  they  cannot  raise  themselves  above  the  low  class 
to  which  they  belong,  and  must  mix  only  on  the  tei-ms  to  which  they 
have  been  accustomed  Mith  their  caste  brethren  the  Churmur  slaves  of  the 
pro^'ince. 

It  is  enough  to  say  that  there  is  obviously  little  in  common  between  the 
voluntarj-  suDsers-ience  to  their  employers  of  particular  individuals  or  races 
in  India,  and  the  former  oppressive  and  compulsorj-  slaverj-  of  oiir  "West 
Indian  settlements. 

"We  must  deeply  pity  and  lament  whatever  there  may  be  of  degradation, 
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poverty,  and  helplessness  among  the  lower  classes  of  our  Indian  subjects, 
and  their  undue  subjection,  under  any  form  or  designation,  to  those  of 
better  birth,  to  the  powerful  and  the  wealthy.  It  behoves  us  to  watch 
their  condition  with  a  vigilant  eye,  and  to  do  what  may  be  in  the  power 
of  the  government  for  its  amelioration.  But  we  ought  not,  through  a 
misuse  of  names,  to  form  an  erroneous  idea  of  things,  or  seek  violently  to 
disturb  relations  to  which,  in  many  cases,  all  who  share  in  them  are  at- 
tached, regarding  them,  as  may  so  often  be  observed  in  respect  both  to 
those  who  render  and  to  those  who  receive  service,  as  a  source  of  mutual 
advantage,  or  even  of  honour  and  distinction. 

In  effect,  that  which  constitutes  the  essence  of  slavery  may  be  said  to 
have  been  already  abolished  nearly  everywhere  throughout  India.  I  mean 
by  that  essence,  an  entire  subjection,  sanctioned  and  upheld  by  the  laM-,  of 
an  individual  and  his  family  to  the  will  of  a  master,  and  the  absolute  claim 
of  property,  with  the  riglit  also,  and  the  means  of  enforcing  that  claim,  of 
one  man  over  another.  It  will  be  found,  liowevcr,  that  almost,  if  not  at 
this  time  quite,  universally,  no  compulsion  by  a  master  over  his  dependent 
is  admitted  by  our  criminal  courts ;  that  any  force  used  by  him  towards 
liis  so-called  slave  is  punished,  just  as  it  would  be  if  used  towards  a  free 
man;  and  that  nearly  as  generally  the  magistrates  do  not  interfere  for  the 
restoration  of  a  runaway  slave  to  his  employer. 

Under  such  an  administration  of  the  law,  what  but  the  tie  of  general 
good  treatment,  and  a  supposed  self-interest,  will  prevent  a  slave  from 
leaving  his  master  and  living  in  freedom  ? 

I  may  cite  a  few  statements,  some  from  districts  in  which  the  name  of 
slavery  is  yet  most  prevalent,  as  showing  how  important  is  this  practice  of 
the  magistrates. 

Captain  Jenkins  says  of  Assam,  "  I  consider  that  the  government,  by 
withholding  a  regulation  making  it  legal  to  have  recourse  to  the  criminal 
courts  for  the  apprehension  and  restitution  of  slaves,  have  virtually 
abolished  slavery- ;  the  means  of  escape  from  their  owners  being  so  easy, 
and  the  difficulty  and  expense  of  recovery  through  the  civil  court  being  so 
great,  that  no  slaves  above  tlie  age  of  childhood  need  be  detained  in 
bondage,  except  with  their  own  free  will." 

The  principal  collector  and  magistrate  of  Taniore  to  the  like  effect: — 
"  So  long  as  a  slave  chooses  to  remain  with  his  master  he  does  so,  and 
leaves  him  for  a  better  at  pleasure.  Nothing  but  a  civil  suit,  which  would 
cost  more  than  ten  years  of  his  labour,  can  recover  him  ;  and  being  re- 
covered, there  is  nothing  to  prevent  his  walking  about  his  own  business  as 
soon  as  he  has  left  the  court  which  has  pronounced  him  to  be  the  property 
of  another.  The  magistrates,  it  seems,  decline  to  assist  the  master  to 
recover  a  runaway  slave,  and  leave  him  to  his  own  resources,  which  the 
slave  defies.  Under  these  circumstances,  mutual  interest  appears  to  be 
really  the  bond  between  them." 

The  magistrate  of  Malabar,  of  the  practice  of  liis  court  in  1S36,  says, 
that  "  the  relation  of  master  and  slave  has  never  been  recognised  as  jus- 
tifying acts  which  would  otlierwise  be  punishable,  or  as  constituting  a 
ground  for  mitigation  of  the  punishment;"  and  the  criminal  judge  adds, 
that  "  no  distinction  is  recognised  in  the  criminal  courts  between  a  free 
man  and  a  slave,"  which  statement  is  repeated  by  the  Court  of  Circuit. 

And  of  the  usage  in  the  Bombay  presidency,  it  is  observed  in  the  re- 
port, "  An  examination  of  the  returns  in  the  ajjpendix  will  show  how  rare, 
mdeed  almost  unheard  of,  is  a  suit  in  the  civil  courts,  against  a  slave,  or 
a  third  party,  for  the  recovery  of  services,  jnoperty,  or  damage  by  abduc- 
tion or  desertion.  Yet  almost  all  the  reporting  functionaries  agree  that  a 
slave-owner  has  a  good  cause  of  action  in  the  cases  supposed,  and  possesses 
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riglits  which  cannot  be  questioned  in  the  abstract,  thougli  so  clilKcult  of 
enforcement  as  not  to  be  worth  the  attempt  in  these  times." 

The  criminal  law  on  the  subject  is,  I  apprehend,  correctly  stilted  in  a 
futwa,  given  lOth  February,  1841,  by  the  ^lohamn  edan  law  oiHcer  of  the 
Madras  Foujdaree  Adawhit,  in  the  case  of  a  female  Dher  slave,  charged 
with  having  eloped  from  the  prosecutor,  her  master,  and  not  coming  again 
to  Mork  at  his  house.  It  is  to  the  effect,  that  "  the  prisoner  above  re- 
ferred to  is  not  punishable,  under  the  Mohammedan  law,  for  her  eloj)ement, 
1)ecause  the  legislator  has  not  propounded  any  punishment  to  the  slaves  of 
the  countiT,  in  the  same  manner  as  he  denounced  Tazeer  and  Tadeeb  to  a 
true  slave.  She  Mho  may  have  been  acqviired  by  way  of  booty  in  a  Mus- 
sulman war  is  called  a  true  slave,  who  can  be  sold  and  purchased.  If  such 
slave  shall  go  away  from  the  house  of  her  master,  witliout  his  permission, 
she  is  liable  to  punishment  in  proportion  to  her  guilt.*' 

"  As  regards  the  slaves  of  this  country  (whether  they  are  of  Dher  or 
Paria  caste,  or  of  any  otlier  caste),  the  ])eople  receive  them  from  their  ])a- 
rents,  eitlicr  during  famine  or  at  other  times.  Such  slaves  are  not,  under 
the  Mohammedan  laM-,  fit  to  be  sold  and  purchased.  If  they  go  away  from 
the  houses  of  their  masters  witliout  tlieir  jiermission,  they  are  at  liberty  to 
live  wherever  they  please,  and  they  are  not  liable  to  any  trial  under  the 
law  in  question."  Upon  this  futwa  it  is  declared  by  the  judges  of  the 
Foujdarry  Adawlut,  in  a  letter  addressed  by  them  to  the  government, 
22nd  March,  1841,  that  this  opinion  of  the  Mohammedan  law  officers  "ap- 
plies to  males  as  well  as  females,  and  to  the  prandial  slaves  in  Malabar, 
Tanjore,  and  elsewhere."  It  is  j)ointed  out  in  a  separate  minute  by  Mr 
Campbell,  one  of  the  judges,  that  the  Hindoo  civil  law  is,  in  respect  to 
slavery,  remarkably  contrasted  to  the  Mohammedan  or  criminal  law,  and 
can  derive  no  support  from  it. 

The  Mohammedan  criminal  law  being  that  which,  with  specified  limita- 
tions and  exceptions,  is  administered  by  our  couit-s,  there  is  no  reason 
why  any  benefit  which  it  gives  to  persons  in  a  condition  of  servitude,  not 
of  the  strict  kind  that  alone  it  recognises  and  sanctions,  should  be  in  any 
degree  denied  or  abridged.  This  exemption  from  criminal  or  magisterial, 
l)rocess,  which  alone  is  summary  and  efi'ective,  leads  directly  and  certainly, 
as  it  appears  to  me,  to  the  distinction  of  all  that  is  legally  coercive  in  the 
maintenance  of  the  status  of  slavery  ;  and  we  need,  therefore,  the  less 
dwell  on  %vhat  might  be  the  decrees  of  our  civil  courts,  on  questions  con- 
cerning that  status  being  brought  before  them. 

I  believe,  however,  that  for  the  reasons  stated  in  the  futwa  above  cited, 
no  Mohammedan  master  could  j)rove  a  legal  title  to  tlie  i)ossession  of  a 
slave  at  this  day,  the  oidy  legal  slaves  under  the  Mohammedan  law  being 
captives  taken  in  battle,  or  their  heirs.  This  doctrine  has  been  long  ago 
asserted  by  the  highest  authority,  and  seems  to  have  been  affirmed  by  the 
Calcutta  Suddur  court,  in  the  case  reported  in  pages  249  to  2ol  of  the 
appendix  to  the  report  before  us.  And  as  respects  the  Hindoo  law,  which 
admits  of  the  acquisition  of  slaves  in  a  number  of  ways,  the  cases  re- 
ported in  the  following  ])ages  of  the  appendix  will  show  that,  whenever 
as  yet  cases  have  been  litigated  before  the  Suddur  court,  grounds  have 
existed  for  rejecting  the  claim  of  servitude  against  the  parties  sued  as 
slaves. 

I  would  only  at  jiresent  observe,  on  the  point  of  civil  jurisdiction,  that  mv 
attention  has  been  drawn  to  the  statement  of  the  judge  of  Sylhet,  that 
should  a  person,  decreed  by  the  civil  court  of  that  district  to  be  a  slave, 
refuse  to  serve  or  to  comply  with  the  award,  he  is  imprisoned  so  long  as 
the  master  desires  to  pay  the  subsistence  money,  in  the  same  manner  as 
other  prisoners  are  confined  in  the  civil  gaol,  under  a  decree  in  a  regular 
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suit.  And  I  have  caused  a  reference  to  be  made  from  the  government  of 
Bengal  to  the  Suddur  court,  in  order  that  it  may  be  ascertained  whether 
such  is  a  proper  and  justifiable  manner  of  executing  a  decree,  of  which 
the  purport  is  only  to  declare  that  an  individual  belongs  to  the  servile 
condition. 

It  is  true  that  the  question  of  civil  law  is  not  to  be  regarded  as  a  mere 
question  of  curiosity  and  legal  nicety,  and  as  of  no  serious  practical  im- 
portance. It  is,  no  doubt,  easy  to  escape  out  of  the  reach  of  a  civil  pro- 
cess, yet  the  possibility  that  such  a  process  may  issue  is  not  without 
objection,  and  might  occasionally  lead  to  vexation  and  inconvenience.  But 
I  cannot  view  this  condition  of  the  ci\il  law  as  a  pressing  and  general  evil, 
and  I  apprehend  that  it  certainly  does  not  admit  of  any  easy  and  imme- 
diate remedy.  Such  a  remedy  may  form  part  of  a  more  general  measure 
of  jurisprudence.  Its  principle  is,  I  am  informed,  involved  in  intricate 
questions  of  law,  and  tune  and  caution  seem  to  me  obviously  required  for 
its  due  investigation  and  discussion.  I  Mould  ask,  too,  for  more  time  for 
legislation  upon  the  manner  in  which  the  state  of  bondsmen,  or  articled 
labourers,  is  to  be  regulated;  it  unhappily  borders  nearly  upon  slavery 
in  some  parts  of  the  country,  and  yet  the  mode  in  which  its  evils  arc  to 
be  limited  and  corrected  would  open  to  us  a  Avide  field  of  controversy. 
We  may,  perhaps,  be  satisfied  for  the  present  if  these  men,  though  subject 
to  the  pecuniary  penalties  of  their  bonds,  are  protected,  so  far  as  the  law 
can  protect  them,  from  all  personal  infliction  or  violent  coercion  on  the 
part  of  their  masters. 

Even  on  the  graver  branch  of  this  gi-eat  subject,  namely,  the  operation 
of  our  criminal  and  police  laws,  I  have  been  greatly  inclined  to  the 
opinion  that  legislation  for  the  more  clear  announcement  of  the  protective 
character  of  those  laws  is  not  necessary,  and  that  the  mere  lapse  of  time 
is,  in  the  best  possible  manner,  because  surely  and  quietly,  working  the 
complete  practical  abolition  of  slavery.  But  many  are  not  of  this  opinion  ; 
and  it  may,  in  truth,  be  not  otherwise  than  just  and  useful,  that  the  prin- 
ciple, in  this  respect,  of  the  English  magistrate  and  of  the  Mohammedan 
futwa  should  have  strength  and  publicity  given  to  them  by  an  express 
enactment  of  the  British  Indian  legislature. 

I  am  prepared  upon  tJiese  grounds,  and  on  the  evidence  and  opinions 
we  have  now  before  us,  to  pass  a  law  declaring  that  any  act  which  would  be 
an  ofl"ence  if  done  to  a  free  man,  shall  be  equally  an  ofibnce  if  done  to  a  slave, 
or  as  I  would  rather  say,  to  any  one  in  any  condition  of  dej)endence  on  a 
master ;  and  I  would  add  to  such  an  act,  that  (to  the  eH'ect  of  the  proposal 
of  two  of  the  law  commissioners)  "  no  right  claimed  as  arising  out  of  an 
alleged  state  of  slaverv  shall  be  enforced  by  a  magistrate."  Such  an 
enactment  would  be  entnely  in  consonance  with  the  dictum  of  the  Moham- 
medan lawyers,  which  I  have  above  quoted,  as  a])plied  to  the  actual  state 
of  those  classed  as  slaves  in  India.  I  may  briefly  say,  on  the  contrary 
opinion  of  others  of  the  commissioners,  as  respects  the  concession  of  an 
authority  of  moderate  correction,  that  I  am  satisfied  that,  with  our  very 
imperfect  police  and  remotely  scattered  magistrates,  it  would  not  be  safe 
to  commit  any  power  of  j)unishment  to  masters ;  and  that,  in  fact,  we  can 
have  no  security  against  their  occasional  bad  character  or  excited  passions, 
other  than  that  of  Mitliholding  from  them  all  power  of  personal  coercion 
whatever.  Compensation  for  sucli  a  formal  withdrawal  of  authority  seems 
to  me  out  of  the  question,  both'because  compensation  could  not  be  given 
on  a  ground  so  little  capable  of  exact  estimation,  and  because  the  autho- 
rity, whenever  it  is  exercised,  rests  upon  no  valid  ground,  and  has  actually 
ceased  to  exist  in  by  far  the  greater  number  of  our  districts.  I  would  not, 
mdependently  of  any  reference  to  the  Mohammedan  law,  allow  our  magis- 


116 

tratea  to  etiforte  any  rights  arising  olit  of  slavery,  because  the  state  of 
slavery  is  one  not  to  be  presumed  against  any  person  summarily,  and 
would  require,  were  it  to  he  brought  for  inquiry  before  a  court,  the  most 
grave  and  discriminating  consideration. 

To  the  extent  here  jjrojiosed,  we  might,  I  think,  at  once  pass  a  law 
without  reference  to  England,  for  the  honourable  court  have,  more  than 
two  years  ago,  urged  it  on  us  to  tiike  that  step.  But  so  much  more  legis- 
lation has  been  j)roposed  in  the  reports  of  the  commissioners,  that  it  may 
be  best  to  refer  all  the  jjapers  for  further  directions  from  the  home  au- 
thorities. 

I  confess  that  it  is  my  decided  impression  that  the  adoption  of  all  the 
minute  and  detailed  provisions  recommended  by  the  law  commissioners 
would  much  rather  impede  than  advance  the  object  we  all  have  in  view. 
That  object  is  the  earliest  possible  extinction,  first  practically,  and  in  the 
end  even  avowedly,  of  slavery,  in  so  far  as  such  results  can  be  attained  by 
acts,  of  the  government.  But  if,  as  is  the  intention  of  one  of  the  recom- 
mendations, we  connect  the  public  officers  with  the  registry  of  the  sales 
of  persons  as  slaves,  how  shall  we  be  able  at  any  future  time  to  treat  those 
transactions  as  otherwise  than  perfectly  valid,  or  to  deal  with  claims  of 
consideration  and  compensation  which  may  be  ])referred  by  ])urchasers  ? 
It  is  undoubtedly  most  desirable  to  put  an  immediate  and  entire  stop  to 
such  practices,  wherever  they  may  yet  partially  prevail,  as  those  of  the  sale 
of  slaves  without  their  own  consent,  of  their  sale  under  any  circumstances 
separately  from  their  families,  or  of  the  sale  of  agrestic  slaves  separately 
from  the  land  to  which  they  are  attached. 

But  in  prohibiting  every  kind  of  coercion  by  the  master  over  the  person, 
and  all  summary  interference  of  authority  for  the  return  of  a  person 
claimed  as  a  slave  to  his  assuming  owner,  we  shall  in  truth  do  away  with 
all  such  practices,  for  no  one  will  be  found  to  purchase  that,  of  the  con- 
tinued i^ossession  of  which  he  can  have  no  assurance. 

I  M-ould  for  the  present  be  content  with  legislation  to  the  effect  which  I 
have  above  stated.  Compulsory  contracts  or  transfers,  with  a  view  to 
prostitution,  Avould,  I  apprehend,  be  void  and  punishable  under  the  ex- 
isting law.  "We  shall  have  a  better  guarantee  for  good  treatment,  and 
easy  emancipation  at  tlie  wish  of  the  slave,  in  the  protection  from  any  i>tr- 
sonal  restraint  which  the  law  to  which  I  have  assented  will  confer  upon 
him,  than  in  express  rules  of  the  kind  proposed  by  the  commissioners. 
In  a  word,  I  would  legislate  as  little  as  possible  now,  and  that  only  so  as 
directly  to  advance  tlie  great  end  of  practical  freedom,  while  I  Mould  look 
forward  with  anxiety  to  a  period  when  the  government  may  be  enabled  to 
fulfil  the  design  of  the  British  legislature  by  a  declaration  of  the  entire 
extinction  of  slaverj'  as  a  state  in  any  manner  recognised  by  our  laws. 

I  would,  however,  be  disposed  by  a  separate  law  (guarding  the  national 
custom  of  adoption)  wholly  to  prohibit  the  sales  of  children,  excepting 
possibly  (after  the  example  of  the  Bombay  regulation  of  1827)  in  seasons 
of  distress,  such  as  follow  upon  inundation  or  famine,  and  under  checks 
which  might  be  then  imposed  by  the  executive  government.  Frightful 
abuses  grow  out  of  such  sales,  and"  if  a  stern  necessity  should  seem  for  any 
time  to  require  their  sufferance,  it  would,  I  think,  be  very  necessary  to 
place  them  under  the  supervision  of  the  public  authorities. 

I  consider  the  recommendations  of  the  commissioners,  for  the  better 
enforcement  of  the  object  of  the  statute  5  Geo.  IV.,  c.  113,  as  very  proper 
and  necessar)'. 

It  might  perhaps  be  well,  as  a  part  of  our  measures  for  the  amelioration 
of  the  condition  of  servitude  in  India,  to  obtain  periodical  reports  of  the 
state  of  slaves  or  bondmen,  and  of  legal  transactions  affecting  them,  in 
H  2 
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the  districts  in  wliich  sucli  classes  are  most  numerous.  And  I  would  par- 
ticularly ask  the  government  of  Madras  to  consider  whether,  by  any  ad- 
dition to  the  magisterial  force  or  to  the  general  strength  of  the  police  in 
^Malabar,  a  proper  degree  of  prctcctlon,  which  may  now  possibly  be  in 
some  quarters  wanting,  would  be  given  to  the  servile  labourers  and  the 
scattered  agricultural  bondsmen  of  that  province. 

(Signed)         Auckland. 
Qlh  May,  1841. 

W.  B.  Baring. 
Indi'x  Board,  oth  October,  1841. 


For  reviews  of  Lord  Auckland's  minute,  see  Anti-slavery  Keporter, 
vol.  II.,  pp.  221  to  223,  and  pp.  244  to  246  inclusive. 

XoTE. — Since  the  preparation  of  the  foregoing  report,  it  is  understood 
that  the  government  have  decided  upon  certain  regulations  for  carrying 
into  effect  the  clause  of  the  Charter  Act  of  1833,  in  reference  to  slavery 
in  British  India,  the  substance  of  which  is  as  follows:  (1)  That  offences 
committed  against  a  slave  shall  be  punishable  as  though  committed  against 
a  person  of  free  condition.  (2)  Tliat  slaves  may  inherit  and  bequeath 
property  without  interference  of  their  masters.  (3)  That  no  sales  of  free 
children  shall  henceforth  be  allowed,  luider  any  ])retence  whatsoever.  And 
(4)  That  all  children  born  of  slaves  after  the  passing  of  the  regulations 
shall  be  free.  However  valuable  these  measures  may  appear,  they  do  not 
strike  at  the  root  of  the  evil — slavery  itself,  nor  warrant  any  relaxation  of 
exertion  on  the  part  of  British  abolitionists  till  that  be  utterly  destroyed. 


No.  XIII. 

SLAVKKY    IN    CKYI.ON. 


To  the  Bight  Hon.  Lord  John  Ilussell,  Her  Majesty's  Principal  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Colonies. 

My  Lokd, — The  Committee  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Anti-slavery 
Society  beg  respectfully,  yet  urgently,  to  call  your  lordshij)'s  early  and 
serious  attention  to  the  continued  existence  of  slavery  in  the  island  of 
Ceylon. 

On  the  14th  of  August,  1800,  a  regulation  was  ])assed,  by  which  all 
slaves  not  duly  registered  within  fom-  months  from  that  period  were  de- 
clared free.  On  the  27th  of  May,  1808,  seventeen  months  afterwards,  it 
having  l)een  found  that  the  regulation  had  not  been  generally  complied 
with,  the  time  for  registration  was  extended  for  a  jjcriod  of  six  months 
longer — viz.  to  the  27th  November,  1808.  This  new  advantage  given  to 
the  holders  of  slaves  Mas  neglected  also  :  yet  tlie  forfeiture  of  the  slaves  con- 
sequent thereon  was,  tiie  Committee  deejily  regret  to  say,  never  exacted. 

Again,  on  the  oth  August,  181.S,  another  regulation  was  passed  l)y  the 
local  government  for  the  registration  of  slaves,  allowing  a  period  of  three 
months  from  the  date  of  tlie  regulation  for  that  purpose.  The  jjenalty  for 
non-registi-alion  was  declared  to  be  "  the  forfeiture  of  the  slave  or  slaves, 
and  their  children,  who  shall  be,  and  are  declared  absolutely  free."  Lord 
Bathurst,  who  was  then  colonial  secretary,  had  recommended  this  measure 
in  a  despatch  dated  20th  June,  1817,  in  which  his  lordship  said,  "  the  more 
rigidly  its  provisions  are  enforced,  the  more  it  will  meet  my  cordial  ajjpro- 
bation."     The  Committee  have  reason  to  believe  that  the  registration  was 
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cither  evaded  or  nef^lectcd,  and  tliat  no  forfflturo  of  the  slaves  eonsequent 
thereon  was  exacted. 

The  Committee  tliink  it  of  no  import^mce  to  do  more  tlian  merely  to  ad- 
vert to  the  regulation  for  the  "triennial  verification  of  the  registers,"  passed 
in  the  period  during  which  the  late  Sir  ]l.  AV.  Ilorton,  Bart,  was  governor, 
inasmuch  as  it  never  was  allowed  to  be  carried  into  effect,  altiiough,  in  the 
circumstances  of  the  case  under  which  it  was  passed,  there  can  be  little 
doubt  that  it  would  have  secured  liberty  to  a  large  body  of  slaves  illegally 
held  in  bondage  in  Ceylon. 

Your  lordship  will  now  ])ermit  the  Committee  to  call  yom*  attention  to 
another  measure  connected  with  the  emancipation  of  slaves  in  Ceylon, 
which  originated  in  a  proposition  of  Sir  Alexander  Johnstone,  formerly 
chief  justice  of  that  island.  On  the  10th  of  July,  1816,  in  compliance  with 
his  request,  and  to  testify  their  gratitude  for  the  benefits  which  had  been 
conferred  on  them  by  the  British  government,  upwards  of  7oO  of  the 
principal  slave-holders  voluntarily  agreed,  that  all  children  born  of  slaves 
from  and  after  the  I'Jth  August,  181G,  that  being  the  Prince  Regent's 
(afterwards  George  the  Fourth)  birth-day,  should  be  free ;  and  solemn  de- 
clarations to  this  effect  were  made  by  the  Dutch  inhabitants,  burghers, 
Cingalese,  Malabars,  Moors,  and  others  interested  in  slave  property.  To 
give  full  legal  effect  to  this  determination,  a  regulation  was  passed  on  the 
5th  of  August,  1818  ;  but  the  Committee  again  deeplv  regi-et  to  say,  that 
up  to  the  year  1831,  a  period  of  fifteen  years,  only  ninety-six  children — 
VIZ.,  fifty  males  and  forty-six  females,  had  been  registered  as  free,  although 
it  was  estimated  that  the  annual  number  of  births  of  female  slaves  alone 
was  2500. 

Another,  and  it  was  hoped  a  more  successful  attempt,  was  made  by  the 

f government  in  1821  to  secure  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  Ceylon.  A  regu- 
ation  was  passed  on  the  17th  of  April  of  that  year,  "for  the  gradual 
emancipation  of  the  female  slaves,  by  the  purchase  of  the  master's  niterest 
in  such  female  slaves  at  the  period  of  their  birth."  Objectionable  in  prin- 
ciple as  this  regulation  was,  inasmuch  as  it  recognised  a  right  of  property 
in  human  beings,  it  was  found  in  1829  that  only  2211  had  been  purchased, 
or  less  than  the  admitted  increase  of  female  slaves  in  one  year. 

The  number  of  slaves  mIio  appear  to  have  redeemed  themselves  by 
labour  on  the  public  works  or  otherwise,  from  the  year  1818  to  1831,  is 
stated  to  have  been  504 — viz.,  200  males  and  17i  females,  with  their 
children. 

From  the  year  1831  to  1837,  so  far  as  the  Committee  are  awai-e,  no  re- 
ports on  slavery  in  Ceylon  Avere  made  to  the  home  government ;  and  the 
eA-il  appears  to  have  been  lost  sight  of,  when  the  attention  of  the  local  au- 
thorities was  again  drawn  to  it  by  your  lordshiji's  predecessor  in  office, 
Lord  Glenelg.  It  ajipeared  from  a  census  of  the  slave  popidation,  that  in 
the  different  provinces  and  divisions  of  the  island  there  were  in  that  year 
27,397  human  beings  held  in  bondage,  although  probably  this  did  not 
embrace  the  whole  of  the  slaves  in  the  Seven  Korles  division,  and  the 
Kandyan  provinces. 

In  a  despatch  of  Lord  Glenelg's  to  the  Governor  of  Ceylon,  dated  24th 
November,  1838,  his  lordshij)  gave  it  as  his  opinion,  "  that  slaverv  might 
be  speedily  extingiushed  in  Ceylon,  with  little  risk  or  difficulty,"  and  sug- 
gested certain  measures  as  ])reliminary  to  that  desirable  act.  \\'hether  any 
measures  have  been  taken  since  that  period,  either  by  the  home  or  the 
local  government,  to  "  let  the  oppressed  go  free,"  the  Committee  are  in 
ignorance. 

In  submitting  the  foregoing  facts  to  your  lordship,  it  appears  clear  to 
the  Committee,  that  had  the  registration  law  of  1806,  or  even  that  of  1818, 
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been  rigidly  enforced,  as  they  humbly  conceive  ought  to  have  been  the 
case,  it  is  probable  that  few  (if  any)  slaves  would  now  be  found  existing 
in  Ceylon ;  whereas  they  have  the  strongest  reason  for  believing,  not  only 
that  the  number  of  slaves  is  greater  now  than  in  1806,  but  that  the  slave 
population  has  been  increased  by  imjiortations.  The  Committee  would 
further  take  the  liberty  of  observing,  that,  but  for  what  appears  to  them 
the  culpable  neglect  of  the  functionaries  connected  with  the  local  govern- 
ment in  enforcing  the  law  of  1818,  Mhich  gave  effect  to  the  voluntary  en- 
gagement of  the  holders  of  slaves  in  1816,  in  respect  to  the  freedom  of  all 
slave  children  born  after  the  12th  of  August  in  that  year,  the  same  great 
object  might  have  been  happily  accomplished.  The  Committee  say  nothing 
of  the  government  measure,  passed  in  1821,  for  the  piu-chase  of  female 
slaves,  however  lienevolently  intended,  because  they  cannot  recognise  the 
right  of  man,  under  any  circumstances,  to  hold  property  in  his  fellow- 
man. 

In  conclusion,  the  Committee  earnestly  entreat  your  lordship  to  use  the 
great  influence  which  you  possess,  as  one  of  the  confidential  advisers  of 
the  crown,  to  recommend  that  an  order  in  council  may  issue  for  the  im- 
mediate and  complete  abolition  of  slavery  in  Ceylon ;  and  that,  not  only 
on  the  ground  of  its  utter  repugnance  to  every  principle  of  humanity  and 
religion,  but  because  the  extended  culture  of  coflee  and  sugar  which  has 
taken  place  within  the  last  few  years  will  necessarily  extend  the  evil,  un- 
less it  be  for  ever  and  entirely  put  down. 

On  behalf  of  the  Committee,  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  my  lord,  your 
lordship's  obedient  humble  servant, 

John  Scoblk. 

London,  29<A  July,  1841. 

(UEPLY.) 

Douning  Street,  9ih  August,  1841. 

Sir, — I  am  directed  by  Lord  John  Russell  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  yoiu-  letter  of  the  29th  idt.,  forwarding  a  memorial  from  the  Committee 
of  the  British  and  Foreign  Anti-slavery  Society,  praying  that  an  order  in 
council  may  be  issued  for  the  immediate  and  complete  abolition  of  slavery 
in  the  island  of  Ceylon  ;  and  I  am  to  acquaint  you  in  reply,  for  the  in- 
formation of  the  Committee,  that  his  lordship  had  called  upon  the  Governor 
of  Ceylon  to  furnish  a  report  on  the  actual  state  of  slavery  in  that  colony 
before  the  receipt  of  your  letter,  and  expressed  his  anxiety  to  abolisli 
every  vestige  of  slavery  therein. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

R.  Veknon  Smith. 

John  Scoble,  Esq. 


number  oi  slaves, 

by 

the  census  of  1837 

is  as  follow 

s — viz. 

Western  Provinces 

Males 

87:3 

Females 

332 

Southern    ditto 

ditto 

431 

ditto 

342 

Eastern       ditto 

ditto 

12 

ditto 

11 

Northern    ditto 

ditto 

12,005 

ditto 

11,910 

Central       ditto) 
Kandyan    ditto  \ 

ditto 

0S7 

ditto 

6M 

Males  14,108  Females     13,289 

Females      13,289 

Total  27,397 


119 

It  appears,  however,  that  the  above  statement  is  iiot  strictly  accurate. 
In  the  eastern  provinces  there  does  not  appear  to  be  any  returns  kept  in 
the  "  seven  Korles  division  ;"  and  in  the  Kandvan  provinces,  the  number 
returned  in  1824  was,  males  1,443,  females  1,45(5  =  2,899;  and  in  1820, 
males  1,0()7,  fem:des  1,04(5  =  211.'}. 

AVe  have  reason  to  believe,  on  the  best  authority,  that  tlie  number  is 
much  greater  in  Kandy,  G,000  being  the  least  that  can  be  reckoned,  but 
12,000  probably  being  nearer  the  mark.  It  is  also  computed  that  the  en- 
tire number  of  slaves  in  Ceylon  is  about  37,000 ! 

The  abolition  of  slaveiy  in  this  island  is  necessary,  not  oidy  on  general 
grounds,  but  because  the  cultivation  of  sugar  and  coffee  has  been  intro- 
duced into  Ceylon,  and  is  likely  to  be  greatly  extended.  From  a  letter 
received  from  the  late  Sir  John  Jeremie,  dated  April  12,  1837,  we  make 
the  following  extract : — "  The  report  that  sugar  planters  intend  settling  here 
is  confirmed.  Two  from  the  Mauritius,  aided  by  Indian  capital,  have  sent 
funds,  and  are  clearing  lands,  so  xiiKiiE  is  no  time  to  be  lost." 
Subsequent  accounts  add  that  additional  numbers  have  resorted  to  the 
island  for  the  same  purpose,  and  that  the  cultivation  of  coffee  is  rapidly 
extending  over  the  whole  island. 


No.  XIV. 

SLAVERY   IX    MALACCA,   TENANG,    SINGAPOEE,   AND   WELLESLEY. 

To  the  Right  Hon.  Sir  John  Cam  Hobhouse,  Bart,  President  of  the  Board 
of  Control,  &c. 

SiK, — The  existence  of  slavery  and  the  slave-trade  in  the  British  settle- 
ments of  Malacca,  Penang,  Singapore,  and  Wellesley,  having  come  under 
the  consideration  of  the  Committee  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Anti- 
slavery  Society,  they  feel  it  to  be  their  duty  to  call  the  immediate  attention 
of  the  government  thereto,  that  effectual  measures  may  be  devised  for  the 
immediate  and  complete  extinction  of  both. 

That  slavery  in  these  settlements  is  not  authorised  by  law,  but  is  the 
creature  of  vicious  and  odious  custom,  appears  clear  fiom  the  documents 
which  have  been  from  time  to  time  laid  before  parliament,  ^hat  it  should 
have  been  allowed  to  reach  its  jn-esent  extent,  and  to  assume  its  present 
form,  under  the  administration  of  British  laws  by  British  functionaries,  is 
matter  for  deep  regret,  if  not  for  strong  censure ;  but  the  Committee  would 
fain  hope,  that  the  facts  of  the  case  being  now  apparent,  its  days  are  num- 
bered, and  that  you,  sir,  will  in-ge  on  those  measures  which  are  necessars- 
for  its  overthroAv. 

From  the  recorded  opinion  of  Mr.  Garling,  the  resident  councillor  at 
Malacca  in  1829,  the  Committee  learn  that  it  was  his  "  firm  belief  that  local 
slavery  had  no  legal  existence ;"  and  in  this  ojiinion  he  was  fully  borne 
out  by  the  government,  to  whom  he  had  made  an  aj)peal  in  1828.  "  The 
government  is  decidedly  of  ojjlnion  that  slaverv  has  not,  in  any  shape,  a 
legal  existence  in  Malacca."  Yet,  notwithstanding  these  recorded  opinions, 
it  was  still  j)ermitted  to  continue,  and  finally  tlie  question  was  referred 
liome  for  the  decision  of  the  law  officers  of  the  crown.  Nothing,  how- 
ever, was  done,  and  the  system  was  allowed  to  continue,  notwithstanding 
there  had  grown  up  with  it  a  slave-trade,  by  which  it  would  a])pear  the 
slave  population  in  one  vear  (from  1826  to  1827)  was  increased  from  1097 
to  1519. 

In  1829  the  holders  of  slaves,  feeling  the  uncertain  tenuie  by  which  they 
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held  them  in  bondage,  and  anxious  to  secure  their  services  to  as  late  a 
period  as  possible,  passed  certain  resolutions,  to  the  effect  "  that  slavery 
shall  not  be  recognised  in  the  to-\vn  and  territory  of  Malacca  after  the  1st 
of  December,  1841  ;"  but  no  legal  measures  seem  to  have  been  taken  by 
the  government  to  give  effect  to  this  determination. 

The  late  president  of  Penan",  in  a  minute  -written  in  1S;}0,  fully  admits 
the  evils  which  exist  in  connexion  with  slavery  in  that  island.  He  justifies 
it  onlv  on  the  ground  of  the  "  long  established  custom  and  usage  of  these 
countries,"  although  it  is  highly  ])robable  that  slavery  in  I'enang  was 
inti-oduced  only  when  the  English  took  possession  of  it,  by  virtue  of  its 
treaty  with  the  sovereign  of  Quedah.  Alluding  to  the  practice  of  intro- 
ducing slaves  from  Bale,  Pulo  Xias,  S:c.,  which  had  grown  up  with  it,  he 
considers  that  "  we  are  bound  by  every  obligation,  legal  as  well  as  moral, 
to  ]nit  down  a  jiractice  which,  however  conducted  in  form,  is  in  reality 
slave-dealing,  forbidden  by  law,  and  the  continuance  of  which  must  carry 
with  it  a  continuation  of  all  the  hoiTors  induced  by  it  in  other  places  (as 
exemplified  in  the  case  of  African  slave-dealing),  the  encouragement  to 
wars  for  the  purpose  of  making  captives  for  sale,  and  in  these  seas  even 
piracies,  which  it  encourages,  slaves  being  often  the  principal  objects  in 
view."  In  reference  to  the  wretched  beings  who  had  been  illicitly  intro- 
duced into  Penang,  he  observes,  "  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  all  so  situated 
are  ipso  facto   free." 

The  Committee  deej)ly  regret  to  observe  that  Singa])ore  aftbrds,  ac- 
cording to  the  same  authority,  "  the  best  market  for  slaves,"  and  that  the 
suppression  of  the  traffic  will  be  no  easy  matter — indeed  that  it  is  hopeless 
to  expect  it. 

In  province  Wellesley  slavery  exists ;  and  .from  its  contiguity  to  the 
Siamese  territories,  there  can  be  little  doubt  it  will  greatly  increase,  unless 
its  extinction  speedily  take  place. 

The  Committee,  in  submitting  these  facts  to  your  serious  consideration, 
beg,  sir,  respectfully  yet  earnestly  to  suggest  the  necessity  of  steps  being 
immediately  taken  to  relieve  the  slave  population  of  these  settlements 
from  every  species  of  bondage,  by  whatever  name  it  may  be  known ;  that 
the  national  character  may  be  vindicated,  the  atrocious  traffic  in  human 
beings  be  su])pressed,  and  an  example  worthy  of  imitation  be  set  to  the 
nations  and  people  by  whom  these  settlements  are  surrounded. 
Signed  on  behalf  of  the  Committee, 

John  .Scokle. 

27,  New  Broad  Street,  July  24///,  1841. 
Sir, — On  behalf  of  the  Committee  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Anti- 
slavery  Society,  I  have  been  requested  to  forward  to  you  the  enclosed 
memorial  on  the  subject  of  slavery  in  several  British  settlements  of  the 
East,  and  to  state  that,  had  you  been  in  town,  the  Committee  would  have 
solicited  the  honour  of  an  interview  to  have  enforced  its  prayer. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  humlile  servant, 

John  Scoin.i:. 
Sir  John  Cam  nol)house.  tS:c. 

Lon/ov,  29///  ,/(////,  1811. 
SiK,— I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  recei])t  of  your  letter,  and  of 
the  memorial  with  which  it  is  accompanied.    I  beg  you  will  have  the  good- 
ness to  inform  the  British  ?ind  Foreign  Anti-slavery  Society,  that  I  will  pay 
due  attention  to  the  statements  set  forth  in  that  document. 

I  remain,  sir,  your  very  obedient  humble  servant, 

(Signed)  Juu.v  HoiulOL^si;. 

To  John  Scoblc,  Esq. 
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Tlie  foregoing  memorial  was  transmitted  by  the  home  government  to 
the  Governor-general  in  council  in  India,  with  orders  to  inquire  into  its 
allegations,  and  to  take  measures  accordingly.  The  result  was  that  a  pro- 
clamation was  issued  on  the  oth  January  last,  a  copy  of  which  we  have 
great  pleasure  in  placing  on  record. 

(iOVEUNMKNT    GKXKK.Vr.    ORI)i;i!. 

Piince  of  JValvs  IsUaid,  Jan.  5. 

The  period  having  arrived  for  carrying  into  execution  the  humane,  dis- 
interested, and  noble  ])ledge  of  the  slave-holders  at  Malacca,  the  Governor 
deems  it  right  to  republish  for  general  information,  and  in  order  to  remove 
from  the  minds  of  the  few  slaves  who  may  yet  be  in  existence  all  appre- 
hension or  doubt  of  their  right  henceforth  to  l)c  considered  as  free,  and  no 
longer  subject  to  be  treated  as  slaves  under  any  denomination,  colour,  or 
pretence  whatever,  an  authentic  copy  subjoined,  of  the  resolutions  passed 
at  the  public  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  IMalacca,  held  on  the  28th  No- 
vember, 1829,  and  at  their  request  conveyed  to  the  Governor  through  Mr 
W.  T.  Lewis,  who  presided  on  the  occasion. 

The  Governor  takes  this  opportunity  of  congratulating  the  European 
and  other  inhabitants  of  Malacca  on  the  comjjletion  of  their  generous 
purpose,  and  the  satisfaction  whicii  they  cannot  but  feel,  in  having  thus, 
of  their  own  free  will,  come  forward  and  emancipated  their  fellow-men 
from  the  degraded  condition  of  slavery.  He  is  aware  that  the  slaves  in 
question  were,  generally  speaking,  born  and  bred  up  under  their  masters' 
roof;  that  they  had  for  a  series  of  years  been  supported  with  kind  and 
considerate  treatment ;  and  that  they  came  into  the  possession  of  their 
owners  at  a  period,  and  under  a  government,  when  slaverj-  was  tolerated 
by  law.  The  s])ontaneous  emancipation,  therefore,  of  their  slaves  by  the 
inhabitants  of  Malacca,  under  such  circumstances,  cannot  fail  to  be  highly 
gratifying  to,  and  warmly  appreciated  by,  the  British  authorities,  as  well 
as  the  supreme  government  of  British  India,  to  whicli  latter  authority  the 
Governor  will  have  great  satisfaction  in  reporting,  that  the  last  remnant  of 
slavery  which  existed  in  the  British  settlements  in  the  Straits  of  Malacca, 
has  been  for  ever  abolished  by  the  unanimous  accord  of  the  inhabitants 
themselves. 

(Signed)         S.  G.  BoxnA>r,  Governor  of  Prince  of  AVales 
Island,  Singapore,  and  Malacca. 

Though  the  foregoing  proclamation  has  reference  only  to  the  abolition 
of  slavery  in  Malacca,  we  have  reason  to  believe  that  government  have 
subsequently  issued  orders  that  the  system  shall  be  extinguished  also  in 
Penang,  Province  AVellesley,  and  Singapore,  ^\'c  need  not  .'av  how 
gratified  we  shall  be  to  find  the  report  to  be  correct,  as  it  will  equally  put 
an  end  to  an  atrocious  slave-trade  carried  on  by  Chinamen  and  Malay 
pirates,  who  infest  these  regions. 

"We  shall  be  happy  to  find,  also,  that  the  orders  which  have  been  issued 
embrace  the  abolition  of  "  debtor  slavery  ;"  a  system  which,  to  use  the 
words  of  Mr  Blundell,  "  not  only  degrades  and  vitiates  the  people,  nnd 
furnishes  additional  stimulus  to  the  passion  for  gambling."  but  wliich,  in 
fact,  is  proved  to  be  associated  Mith  the  slave-trade.  I'robably  the  number 
of  slaves  who  will  be  thus  liberated  will  amount  to  from  S.noo  to  10,000  ; 
to  be  followed,  we  trust,  very  shortly,  by  the  extirpation  of  the  last  vestiges 
of  the  hateful  system  in  eveiT  part  of  the  British  empire. 
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No.  XV. 

AVEST    INDIA    COLONIES. 

Quantities  of  Produce  imported  into  Great  Britain,  from  the  year  1831  to 

1841,  both  inchi.sive. 


Population. 

Sugar. 

Molasses. 

Kun.. 

Com-e. 

Cocoa. 

Slaves. 

Cwts. 

Cwts. 

Galls. 

lbs. 

lbs. 

1831 

800,000 

4,103,800 

323,306 

7,844,157 

20,030,802 

1,491,947 

1832 

3,773,456 

553,663 

4,713,809 

24,673,920 

618,215 

1833 

Apprentices. 

3,646,205 

686,794 

5,109,975 

19,008,375 

2,125,656 

1834 

769,000 

3,843,976 

650,366 

5,112,400 

22,081,490 

1,360,325 

1835 

3,524,209 

507,495 

5,453,317 

14,855,470 

439,447 

1836 

3,601,791 

526,535 

4,868,168 

18,903,426 

1,612,304 

1837 

Freemen. 

3,306,775 

575,657 

4,418,349 

15,577,888 

1,847,145 

1838 

7-50,000 

3,520,676 

638,007 

4,041,210 

17,588,655 

2,149,637 

1839 

2,824,372 

474,307 

4,021,820 

11,485,675 

959,641 

1840 

2,214,764 

424,141 

3,780,979 

12,797,739 

2,374.301 

1841 

2,151,217 

430,221 

2,770,161 

9,927,689 

2,920,298 

(Par.  Pap.  No.  293,  1842,  pp.  1,  2.) 

Note. — If  the  results  of  emancipation  were  to  be  Meighcd  solely  by  the 
amount  of  colonial  produce  imported  into  this  country  during  the  last 
three  years,  those  who  take  a  suj)erficial  view  of  the  question  might  find 
some  cause  for  the  fears  which  they  express ;  but  those  who  have  had  an 
opportunity  of  watching  the  progress  of  events  in  the  West  Indies  are 
satisfied  that  the  decrea.se  can  be  satisfactorily  accounted  for,  that  it  has 
reached  its  minimum  point,  and  that  each  succeeding  year  will  show  a 
rapid  increase  on  the  exports  from  the  colonies  to  this  country. 

The  West  India  body  attribute  the  diminution  to  a  Avant  of  sufficient 
labour  to  keep  up  the  cultivation  of  estates,  and  to  the  high  jmce  they 
have  been  compelled  to  pay  for  such  labour.  Others,  liowevcr,  who  from 
their  official  engagements,  as  stipendiary  justices,  have  had  the  best  opportu- 
nities of  judging  of  the  matter,  refer  it  to  the  following  causes  : — (1)  To 
the  necessary  changes  in  the  distribution  of  labour  consequent  on  the 
transition  from  ajjprenticeship  to  comi)lete  freedom.  (2)  To  the  unwise 
attempts  of  the  planters  to  coerce  labour,  at  a  low  jirice,  by  making  the 
tenure  of  occupancy  of  huts  and  provision  grounds  to  depend  on  labour 
and  not  on  rent;  or  by  the  mixing  up  of  the  questions  of  wages  and  rents, 
and  by  enforcing  their  views  by  summary  ejectments  and  other  harsh  pro- 
ceedings. (3)  'fo  the  want  of  sufficient  cajjital  to  secure  the  full  amount 
of  labour  required  by  the  estates,  or  to  pay  for  it  with  exactness  and 
regularity.  And  (4)  To  disputes  about  the  value  of  labour,  and  the  rates 
to  be  paii  for  the  same.  The  operation  of  tliese  aiul  other  causes  of  minor 
importance,  led  to  the  withdraMal  from  field  labour  of  a  considerable  body 
of  persons  during  the  two  first  years  of  freedom,  and  of  course  to  dimin- 
ished cultivation,  especially  in  the  planting  of  canes.  To  this  must  be 
added  the  unprecedented  droughts  which  during  the  years  1839  and  1840 
afflicted  the  colonies,  destroying  in  Barbadoes  whole  fields  of  canes, 
diminishing  in  British  Guiana  the  crops  one-third,  and  leaving  in  Jamaica 
many  estates  with  scarcely  a  single  hogshead  of  sugar  to  cover  the  whole 
expenses  of  the  year.  In  confirmation  of  these  .statements  the  reader  is 
referred  to  a  volume,  published  by   authority,   entitled  "  Extracts  from 


123 

Parliamentary  Papers  relative  to  the  West  Indies,"  1840;  and  to  the 
"  Papers  presented  to  both  Houses  of  Parliament  relative  to  the  "West 
Indies,"  in  1841-2. 

As  to  the  prospect  for  the  present  year,  it  is  admitted  by  all  parties  to 
be  cheering;  a  bettor  understanding  has  Hprung  up  between  the  employers 
and  the  employed  ;  labour  axn  be  had  at  moderate  m  ages,  and  is  daily  be- 
coming more  abundant ;  and  what  is  principally  wanted  to  secure  it,  is 
money.  The  increase  in  the  exports  of  sugar  from  the  West  Indies  to 
Great  Britain  during  the  present  year  is  variously  estimated  at  from  15,000 
to  20,000  tons  more  than  the  last. 

In  reference  to  the  emancipated  slaves,  the  official  reports  are  perfectly 
satisfactory.  Their  rapid  improvement  in  morals,  civilisation,  and  religion 
is  universally  attested. 


Quantity  of  sugar  imported  into  the  United  Kiiigdom  from  the  Bntiah 
West  Indies,  the  Mauritius,  the  British  possessions  in  India,  and  foreign 
countries,  upon  which  duty  was  paid,  from  1831  to  1841,  both  inclusive, 
the  amount  of  revenue  derived  therefrom,  the  quantities  re-exported  and 
retained  for  home  consumption,  and  the  gazette  average  price  of  that  ar- 
ticle in  the  British  market  during  the  same  period. 


Years. 

B.  W. 

Indies. 

Mauritius. 

B.  ludia. 

F.  Coun- 
tries. 

Bevenuc. 

Re-ex- 
ported. 

HomeCon- 
sumption. 

Av. 
Price. 

cn-ts. 

ClTtS. 

cwts. 

cwf; 

£ 

cn-ts. 

cwts. 

pr.  cwt. 

1831 

4,11.^000 

456,546 

1I3,5.U 

93,107 

4,650,.590 

989,247 

3,781,011 

23s.  Rd. 

1832 

3,8-i6.Tr5 

526,332 

79,593 

613 

4,394,3.'i8 

774.941 

3,655,531 

27     8 

1833 

3,473.378 

507,791 

98,284 

71 

4,414,302 

417.070 

3,651,804 

29     8 

1834 

3,784.931 

M4,509 

121,470 

50 

4,559,392 

657.849 

3,741.579 

29    5 

1835 

3,774,S2-2 

591,952 

98,718 

32 

4,667,900 

593,156 

3,a56,.562 

33     5 

1836 

3,296.  &4 1 

518.228 

110,237 

34 

4,184,165 

425,363 

3,488,399 

40  10 

1837 

3,.^2.779 

522,361 

270,071 

43 

4,760,565 

390,534 

3,954,810 

34    7 

1838 

3,369,0.84 

585,235 

418,715 

65 

4,656,893 

4.53,7.i5 

3,909,665 

33    8 

1839 

2,789,82« 

589,464 

477,894 

51 

4,586,936 

20,002 

3,825.599 

39     2 

1840 

2.482,530 

603,»46 

518,636 

«.441 

4,449,070 

896 

3,594,832 

49     1 

1811 

2,274.4.52 

724,826 

1.066,436 

257 

5,114.928 

661 

4,0.58,431 

40     1 

(Vide  Par.  Pap.  No.  890,  1840,  and  No.  64,  1842.) 

Notes.— 1.  The  duty  levied  on  sugars  from  the  British  AVest  Indies 
and  Mauritius  from  1831  to  1841,  both  inclusive,  v.as  24.s.  per  cwt. ;  on 
sugars  from  British  India,  from  1831  to  the  13th  August,  1836,  inclusive, 32s. 
per  cwt. ;  and  from  that  period  to  the  end  of  1841,  24s.  per  cwt.;  the  duty 
levied  on  foreign  sugars  for  the  same  period  was  63s.  per  cwt.  An  addition 
of  5  per  cent,  on  the  above  rates,  commencing  from  the  16th  May,  1840, 
was  laid  by  parliament  on  all  sugars  imported  into  the  United  Kingdom 
for  home  consumption. 

2.  The  smallest  consumjjtion  of  sugar  during  any  one  of  the  ten  years 
recorded  in  the  table  was  m  1836 — viz.  3,488,309  cwts.,  the  gazette  price 
being  40s.  lOd.  per  cwt.,  exclusive  of  duty;  the  largest  in  1841 — viz. 
4,058,431  cwts.,  the  gazette  price  being  40s.  Id.  the  cwt. 

3.  The  price  of  sugar  was  lowest  in  1831,  the  average  price  being 
23s.  8d.  ;  and  was  highest  in  1840,  when  it  averaged  49s.  Id.  per  cwt. 
The  lowest  price  during  any  week  in  1831,  was  21s.  lOd.  per  cwt. ;  the 
highest  during  any  week  in  1840,  was  58s.  5id.,  exclusive  of  duty ;  showing 
a  nuctuatiou  in  favour  of  the  West  India  body  of  no  less  than  36s.  7d.  per 
cwt  between  these  periods. 

4.  The  average  quantity  of  sugar  imported  into  the  United  Kingdom 
from  the  British  West  Indies  during  the  last  three  years  of  slaverj*  was 
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3,841,157  cwts.,  the  average  price  being  27s.  per  cwt.,  =  £o,\So,o6l  ; 
during  the  three  years  of  the  apprenticeship,  3,477,592  cwts.,  the  average 
price  l3eing  36s.  3cl.  per  cwt.  :=  £0,303,135;  and  during  the  first  three 
years  of  freedom,  2,396,789  cwts.,  the  average  price  benig  49s.  2d.  per 
cwt.  =  £5,123,125;  thus  showing  that  what  the  AA''est  India  body  may 
have  lost  in  quantity  they  have  gained  in  price.  To  this  must  be  added, 
that  since  the  year  1834  they  have  enjoyed  all  the  advantages  to  be  de- 
rived from  a  capital  of  £20,000,000,  j)laccd  at  their  absolute  disposal  by 
the  legislature  of  this  countn- ;  equal,  at  the  colonial  rate  of  interest  of  6 
per  cent,  per  annum,  to  £1,200,000  a  year !  Certainly,  whatever  parties 
may  have  suflcred  by  the  abolition  of  slavery,  the  AVest  Indians,  as  a 
body,  are  not  to  be  reckoned  in  that  number. 

5.  The  average  amount  of  revenue  derived  per  annum  from  sugar  during 
the  three  last  years  of  slavery  was  £4,486,410;  during  the  three  years  of 
the  apprenticeship  £4,537,543;  and  during  the  three  years  of  freedom 
£4,716,978;  showing  a  gradual  increase  in  the  amount  of  duties  received 
arising  from  the  equalisation  of  the  duties  on  East  and  West  India  sugars, 
and  the  increased  consumj)tion  which  has  resulted  therefrom.  The  lowest 
amount  of  revenue  received  Avas  in  1836,  when  the  equalisation  took 
place — viz.  £4,184,165;  the  highest  in  1841,  when  it  amounted  to 
£5,114,928. 

Exports  of  British  manufactured  goods  to  the  British  colonies,  exclusive 
of  Mauritius  and  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  from  1831  to  1840,  both 
inclusive. 


£. 

£. 

1831 

2,581,949 

1830  • 

3,786,453 

1832 

2,439,808 

1837 

3,456,745 

1833 

2,597,587 

1838 

3,393,441 

1834 

2,680,024 

1839 

3,986,598 

1835 

3,187,540 

1840 

3,492,734 

Note. — The  foregoing  table  will  show  the  large  increase  which  has 
taken  place  in  the  export  of  British  manufactured  goods  to  the  British 
colonies,  since  the  period  of  freedom  commenced,  proving  at  once  the 
increase  in  the  internal  commerce  of  the  colonics,  and  the  imjjroved  con- 
dition of  the  labouring  population,  as  the  result  of  emancipation.  It 
should  be  observed,  also,  that  the  imports  of  food  from  the  United  States 
have  also  increased  proportionably  with  the  imports  from  Great  Britain. 


No.  XVI. 


IMMIGRATION    INTO    THE    lilUTISH    COLONIES. 

MAURITIUS. 

To  the  Right  Honourable  Lord  Stanley,  her  Majesty's  Principal  Secretary 

of  Slate  for  the  Colonies. 

My  Lokd, — The  Committee  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Anti-slaveiy 
Society  have  learned  with  deep  regret,  that  it  is  the  intention  of  her  Ma- 
jestv'sgovernment  to  relax  the  restrictions  at  present  in  force  in  British 
India,  against  the  export  of  hill  Coolies  and  other  Indian  laliourers,  so  An- 
as Mauritius  is  concerned,  and  to  allow  free  importation  of  that  class  of 
persons  into  that  island. 
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^  The  Committee  are  aware  that  your  lordsliip  intends,  by  certain  regula- 
tions, to  take  effect  in  India,  and  on  tlie  voyage  tiience  to  Mauritius,  to 
guard  against  some  of  the  frightful  evils  which  accomi)anied  the  intro- 
duction of  Indian  labourers  into  that  colony  previous  to  the  passing  of  the 
prohibitor)-  act  in  18(39;  but  they  would  respectfully  observe  to  your  lord- 
ship, that  nothing  which  has  transpired  since  that  period  has  reconciled 
them  to  the  measure  which  your  lordship  proposes  should  be  adojjted,  and 
which,  if  carried  into  effect,  they  believe  will  be  accompanied  by  evils  far 
greater  than  appears  to  be  contemplated,  or  against  which  it  will  be  possible 
to  guard. 

Were  the  object  of  the  measure  recommended  by  your  lordship,  to  secure 
to  the  labouring  ])oi)ulatiou  of  India  a  right  which  had  been  unwisely  or 
unjustly  taken  from  them,  the  Committee  trust  they  would  be  found 
among  its  most  earnest  and  zealous  su))])orters ;  but  wlien  they  perceive 
that  its  necessary  consequence  is,  to  withdraw  that  protection  which  the 
supreme  government  of  India  judged  to  be  absolutely  necessary,  to  guard 
them  from  impositions  the  most  fraudulent,  and  treatment  the  most  cruel; 
they  feel  it  to  be  their  duty  to  take  the  earliest  opportunity  of  expressing 
to  your  lordship  their  decided  objection  to  the  proposed  revocation  of  the 
existing  law. 

The  Committee  would  venture  to  remind  your  lordship,  that  what  the 
Indian  government  conceived  to  be  necessary,  the  House  of  Commons,  in 
the  session  of  1840,  affirmed  to  be  so,  by  a  decided  vote  taken  on  the  pro- 
position of  your  lordship's  predecessor  in  office,  which  was  similar  to  that 
now  before  the  country. 

Subsequently  to  that  period,  a  large  amount  of  official  evidence  on  the 
subject  of  Coolie  emigration  has  been  laid  before  parliament,  which  not 
only  convinces  the  Committee  of  the  M'isdom  and  humanity  of  the  course 
pursued  both  in  India  and  in  England  on  the  subject,  but  which  confirms 
them  in  the  opinion,  that,  under  present  circumstances,  there  ought  to  be 
no  relaxation  in  the  restrictions  which  exist,  except,  perhaps,  in  the  case 
of  skilled  labourers  or  artisans,  who,  on  their  own  proper  account,  may 
desire  to  emigrate  to  other  countries  to  better  their  condition. 

Your  lordship's  measure  appears  to  be  grounded  on  the  fact,  that  in 
the  Mauritius  "  a  constant  and  large  demand  for  labour  exists ;"  on  the 
alleged  charge  that  the  emancipated  slaves  "are  addicted  to  idle,  vagrant, 
and  unprofitable  habits ;'"  on  the  assumption  that  "  many  of  the  Coolies 
who  have  already  fulfilled  their  contracts  in  Mauritius  have  returned  to 
India,  and  having  visited  their  families,  and  deposited  with  them  the 
amount  of  their  accumulations,  Mould  gladly  enter  into  fresh  engagements, 
were  they  not  debarred  by  the  existing  law ;"  and  on  the  opinion,  which 
your  lordship  entertains,  of  being  able  to  guard  against  abuses  by  certain 
regulations,  intended  to  be  enforced  in  connexion  with  the  emigration  of 
labourers  from  British  India. 

On  the  first  point,  the  question  may  arise  whether  there  be  not  a 
sufficient  supply  of  labour  in  Mauritius  to  keep  up,  and  gradually  to  ex- 
tend, the  sugar  cultivation  of  the  colony.  The  Committee  are  not  con- 
vinced that  there  is  not ;  but  even  if  they  were,  they  must  protest  against 
that  being  considered  a  sufficient  ground  for  the  introduction  of  Indian 
labourers  into  it.  Labour  is  wanted  in  other  British  colonies  for  the  same 
purpose,  but  your  lordship  very  properly,  as  they  think,  refuses  them  that 
which  it  is  intended  shall  be  granted  to  Mauritius. 

In  reference  to  the  alleged  charge  of  indolence  brought  against  the 
emancipated  classes,  they  have  yet  to  be  convinced  of  its  truth ;  but  if  it 
were  true,  that  there  is  an  unwillingness  on  their  part  to  work  for  the 
planters,  the  Committee  think  that  it  may  be  found  to  originate  in  other 
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causes  than  those  laid  to  their  account — namely,  the  past  conduct  of  their 
masters,  which,  by  the  returns  made  to  parliament,  is  proved  to  have  been 
more  fraudulent,  cruel,  and  atrocious,  than  that  of  any  other  slave  colouy 
of  the  crown ;  and  the  supercession  of  their  labour  by  that  of  the  Coolies 
brought  into  the  colony,  under  contracts  for  lengthened  periods  of  time, 
at  extremely  low  wages,  under  the  pretence  of  the  exorbitant  demands 
of  the  negroes,  and  the  attempt  thus  to  coerce  them.  If,  after  having 
been  driven  from  the  land,  they  formerly  cultivated  as  slaves,  they  engage 
in  desultory  labour  only,  the  Committee  are  persuaded  that  the  cause  will 
be  found  lying  at  the  planters'  door  rather  than  at  theirs,  and  forms  no 
just  ground,  in  their  judgment,  why  Indian  labourers  should  be  introduced 
into  that  colony. 

But  it  is  assumed  that  the  Indian  labourers  who  have  returned  home 
with  their  earnings,  are  desirous  of  renewing  their  engagements  in  Mau- 
ritius, which  they  are  debaiTed  from  doing  under  existing  laws.  So  far 
as  the  papers  already  laid  before  parliament  refer  to  this  point,  it  does 
not  appear  that  many  are  willing  to  return  to  the  scene  of  their  former 
labours,  but  the  contrary.  Three  only  positively  state  tlicir  intention  to 
return,  and  these  arc  Sirdars,  who  were  evidently  sent  to  Calcutta  ratlier 
as  decoys  than  as  truthful  witnesses  of  what  they  knew  to  be  the  actual 
condition  of  the  labourers  in  that  colony.  Adverting  to  this  ])oint,  Mr 
Bird,  of  the  Supreme  Council  of  India,  observes: — "  I  do  not  place  much 
reliance  on  the  testimony  of  the  Coolies  who  have  lately  returned  from 
Mauritius ;"  and  adds,  "  I  am  not  satisfied  with  the  Kumman,-  manner  in 
which  the  examinations  have  been  tiiken  by  the  chief  magistrate,  who 
appears  throughout  in  the  character  of  a  partisan  arguing  in  favour  of  the 
Coolie  trade."  As  to  the  general  reluctance  of  the  natives  of  India  to 
leave  their  homes,  the  most  conclusive  testimony  is  borne  to  that  fact  by 
some  of  the  highest  oflicers  of  the  Indian  government ;  and  that  the  ])ro- 
hibitorj-  law  is  not  felt  to  trench  on  their  rights  or  wishes,  is  clear 
from  the  statement  of  the  late  Governor-general  himself,  who  distinctly 
says,  "  I  do  not  believe  that  this  law  is  yet  felt  as  pressing  hardly  on  the 
rights  of  the  natives  of  India  ;"  and  he  farther  observes,  "  It  Mas  upon  no 
understood  practice,  and  only  through  the  busy  intervention  of  an  active 
agency,  that  the  first  emigrants  were  led  to  seek  their  fortunes  in  Mau- 
ritius.'' Thus,  then,  it  a])j)ears  to  the  Committee,  that  with  but  few  ex- 
ceptions, not  only  those  who  have  returned  to  India  from  the  Mauritius 
express  no  desire  or  intention  to  return  thither,  but  the  population  gene- 
rally have  either  no  wisli  to  leave  India,  or  are  op])osed  to  it. 

It  is,  however,  believed  by  your  lordshij)  that  emigration  from  India  to 
Mauritius  may  be  so  regulated  as  to  prevent  fraud  and  jmnish  injustice, 
and  to  make  it  advantageous  to  the  Indian  labourer  to  resort  thither. 
The  experience  of  tlie  jiast  would  seem  to  jn-event  the  indulgence  of  this 
hope.  Lord  Auckland,  in  his  minute  of  the  loth  April,  1.S41,  gives  it  as 
his  opinion  that  "  no  strictness  of  regulation,  and  no  vigilance  on  the  part 
of  the  authorities,  would  immediately  prevent  the  infliction  of  grievous 
oppressions  and  deceits  ujion  large  numbers  of  j)ersons,  helpless  from  their 
poverty,  and  from  their  utter  ignorance  and  inexjierience  ;"  and  that  no 
dependence  can  be  ])lace(l  on  the  ])olice  is  evident  from  what  his  lordship 
adds ;  namely,  that  "  it  is  but  too  true  that  this  branch  of  our  service  is 
most  defective  and  ineffective,  and  the  different  ex])eriments  which  have 
been  tried  for  its  reform  have  ended  in  disa])j)ointment."  And,  as  a 
practical  measure.  Lord  Auckland  would  so  far  relax  the  ])rohibition,  as 
to  permit  the  "  skilfid  artisan,  or  the  man  of  calculating  enterprise,"  to 
emigrate.  Beyond  this  it  does  not  appear  that  his  lordship  -would  feel 
disposed  to  go. 
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They  are  persuaded  that  even  if  your  lordship  were  able  to  secure  the 
object  contemplated  by  the  regulations  in  British  India,  which  the  com- 
mittee believe  to  be  impracticable,  it  would  be  impossible  to  secure  justice 
to  the  labourers  in  the  Mauritius.  The  want  of  laws  to  jirovido  ])roper 
shelter  for  them  on  the  estates;  the  want  of  hos])itals  under  proi)er  regu- 
lations and  control  in  the  various  districts  in  which  they  might  be  located  j 
the  want  of  a  due  proportion  of  the  sexes,  which  has  led  to  the  most 
frightful  demoralisation  among  those  already  there ;  the  want  of  a  due 
sense  of  moral  obligation,  so  often  and  so  shamefully  manifested  by  the 
great  body  of  the  planters  of  that  colony ;  but,  above  all,  the  want  of  an  in- 
telligent, active,  and  truly  independent  magistracy,  to  administer,  with 
impartiality  and  firmness,  wholesome  and  just  laws  ;  lead  the  committee 
but  to  one  conclusion — namely,  that  it  is  their  duty  respectfully  to  state 
to  your  lordship  that  they  are  entirely  opposed  to  the  revocation  of  the 
prohibitory  law,  and  earnestly  to  entreat  her  Majesty's  government  to 
withdraw  the  proposed  measure. 

Signed  on  behalf  of  the  Committee, 

J.  H.  Tredgoli),  Secretary. 
27,  New  Broad  street,  London, 
Feb.  2Stli,  1842. 

PETITION 

To  the  Honourable  the  Commons  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain 

and  Ireland,  in  Parliament  assembled. 

The  humble  petition  of  the  Committee  of  the  British  and  Foreign 
Anti-slavery  Society, 
Sheweth, 

That  your  petitioners  respectfully  call  the  attention  of  your  honourable 
House  to  the  proposed  relaxation  of  the  law  prohibiting  the  exportation 
of  labourers  from  British  India,  so  far  as  the  same  affects  Mauritius,  a 
measure  similar  to  that  which  your  honourableHouse  decidedly  negatived 
in  the  session  of  1840. 

Your  petitioners  would  remind  your  honourable  House  of  the  dreadful 
mortality  which,  up  to  the  period  of  its  prohibition,  had  marked  the 
emigration  of  Coolies  to  that  island,  a  mortality  which  it  is  stated  was 
equal,  in  Port  Louis,  to  from  eight  to  nine  per  cent.,  and  in  the  countrj-, 
to  from  ten  to  eleven  per  cent.  ])er  annum  ;  and  to  the  disgraceful  frauds 
which  had  been  practised  on  a  multitude  of  ignorant  and  helpless  people. 

Your  petitionei*s  would  also  call  your  attention  to  the  frightful  de- 
morabsation  which  has  resulted  from  the  introduction  of  a  vast  number  of 
males  into  that  colony,  and  from  the  opposition  which  appears  to  have 
been  given  to  their  religious  instruction. 

Your  petitioners  would  further  bring  under  the  consideration  of  your 
honourable  House  the  recorded  opinion  of  the  late  Governor-general  of 
India,  that  no  regulations,  however  stringent,  and  no  watchfulness  on  the 
part  of  the  authorities,  however  vigilant,  can  prevent  oppressions  and 
deceits  from  being  practised  on  the  labourers  who  may  be  induced  to 
emigrate  to  Mauritius. 

Your  petitioners  would  also  call  your  attention  to  the  general  state  of 
the  laws  and  the  administration  of  justice  in  the  Mauritius,  as  affording  no 
guarantee  of  fair  and  honourable  treatment  to  immigrants  on  that  island. 

For  these  reasons,  among  others,  your  petitioners  entreat  your  honour- 
able House  not  to  sanction  the  revocation  of  said  prohibitor)^  law,  which 
they  believe  to  be  both  wise  and  humane,  and  absolutely  necessary  to 
protect  the  Indian  labourers  from  the  recurrence  of  those  evils  which  the 
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friends  of  humanity,  the  government,  and  tlie  legislature,  have   had   such 
just  cause  to  deplore  and  condemn. 
And  your  petitioners,  iS:c. 

Signed  on  behalf  of  the  Committee, 

J.  II.  TllEDGOI.n. 
27,  N^eic  Broad  street,  London, 
February  28th,  1842. 

Note. — For  further  information  on  the  subject  to  which  the  foregoing 
memorial  and  petition  refer,  see  a  pamphlet,  published  by  tiie  Society, 
entitled,  "  Emigration  from  India;  or,  the  Export  of  Coolies  and  other 
Labourers  to  ^lauritius."' 


WEST    INDIA    COLONIES. 

To  the  friends  of  Africa  and  of  the  emancipated  classes  in  the  West  Indies. 

The  api)ointment  of  two  committees  by  the  House  of  Commons,  the  one 
relating  to  our  settlements  on  the  western  coast  of  Africa,  and  the  other  to 
the  West  Indies,  coupled  with  the  expectation  that  the  result  of  the  pro- 
posed inquiries  will  justify  the  government  in  making  the  former  depots 
for  African  labourers,  with  a  view  to  supply  the  latter  with  a  large  number 
of  immigrants,  has  not  only  engaged  the  close  and  anxious  attention  of 
the  Committee  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Anti-slavery  Society,  but  has 
excited  their  most  serious  alarm. 

Ulider  the  plea  of  an  absolute  want  of  labour  in  the  emancipated  colo- 
nies/, to  carry  on  the  cultivation  of  sugar,  except  at  a  ruinous  cost  to  the 
planters,  and  under  the  specious  pretext  that  the  natives  of  Africa  are  to  be 
benefited  by  the  measure,  the  llight  Honourable  Lord  Stanley  has  pre- 
vailed on  the  House  to  grant  him  these  committees,  Avithout  opposition  or 
discussion ;  and  to  place  the  names  of  honourable  members  thereon,  who, 
with  few  exceptions,  the  committee  regret  to  say,  have  either  prejudged 
the  impoi-tant  question  they  are  now  called  to  investigate,  or  have  a  direct 
interest  in  affirming  the  views  of  the  West  India  party,  by  whose  state- 
ments the  noble  lord  appears  to  have  been  greatly  influenced. 

In  these  circumstances,  the  Committee  feel  it  to  be  their  boundcn  duty 
to  put  their  friends  throughout  the  country  on  their  guard  against  the 
insidious  scheme  set  forth  in  the  sj)eech  of  the  colonial  minister  ;  first,  be- 
cause they  are  convinced  that  no  good  and  sufficient  reason  can  be  shown 
to  warrant  its  adojjtion ;  and,  secondly,  because  they  are  further 
convinced  that  it  cannot  be  carried  into  effect  without  covertly,  if  not 
openly,  reviving  and  extending  the  iniquities  and  horrors  of  the  slave- 
trade. 

The  plea  of  the  West  India  party  is  the  scarcity  of  labour,  and  the  conse- 
quent exorbitant  rate  of  wages  they  are  compelled  to  pay,  in  order  to  their 
carrying  on  successfully  the  cultivation  of  their  estates.  The  Committee 
demur  to  the  accuracy  of  these  statements.  They  are  of  oj)inion  that  it 
can  be  demonstrated  by  a  reference  to  official  and  other  evidence,  that  there 
is  no  actual  want  of  labour  for  keeping  up  the  cultivation  of  the  staple 
productions  of  tlie  British  colonies  ;  and  tluit  it  can  be  had  on  terms  suffi- 
ciently moderate  to  insure  a  fair  return  for  capital  invested.  If  in  any 
quarter  the  want  of  labour  has  been  experienced,  it  has  arisen  jirincipally 
from  bad  legislation,  the  object  of  which  has  been  to  coerce  labour  under  a 
state  of  freedom  ;  from  tlie  unreasonable  and  injudicious  conduct  of  the 
planters  in  mixing  up  the  questions  of  wages  and  rents,  and  from  their 
resorting  to  summary  ejectments  to  accomplish  their  purjjoses  ;  and  from 
want  of  capital  to  i)ay  witli  regularity  the  wages  due  to  their  labourers,  or 
to  command  the  amount  uf  labour  required.      These  causes  have  been  in 
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active  operation,  and  have  led  many  negroes  to  become  independent  hold- 
ers of  land,  to  escape  the  persecutions  and  annoyances  to  which  they  were 
subjected  by  their  former  masters. 

As  to  the  exorbitant  rate  of  wages  said  to  be  demanded  by  the  labourers, 
it  appears  tliat  thev  have  been  usually  fixed,  except  for  task-work,  by 
the  planters  themselves,  and  have  for  the  most  part  been  made  dependent 
on  so  great  a  variety  of  cLrcumstances,  as  to  have  proved  injurious  both  to 
the  employers  and  the  labourers. 

To  remedy  the  evils  resulting  from  the  operation  of  bad  laws  and  their 
own  oppressive  proceedings,  the  "West  Indian  party  have  had  recourse  to 
various  schemes  of  immigration  :  these  have  been  conducted  at  a  heavy 
expense,  and  with  but  little  benefit  to  the  colonies,  and  at  a  great  sacrifice 
of  human  life  and  happiness.  These  schemes  have  failed,  or  are  to  be 
abandoned,  for  the  one  now  projjoscd  by  Lord  Stanley.  From  Africa  a 
supply  of  labourers  is  sought  to  be  obtained,  for  the  avowed  purpose  of 
reducing  the  wages  of  labour  paid  to  the  lately  emancipated  slaves.  But 
can  that  be  done  without  absolute  injustice  to  them?  And,  if  done,  with- 
out ginng  a  fresh  stimulus  to  the  slave-trade  ?  "With  the  information  be- 
fore them,  the  Committee  answer  decidedly  in  the  negative.  To  introduce 
masses  of  native  Africans,  composed  as  they  will  be  principally  of  the  male 
sex,  imbued  with  all  the  gross  superstitions  and  revolting  heathenism  of 
their  countn,-,  must  be  injurious  to  the  moral  progress  and  religious  eleva- 
tion of  the  emancipated  classes ;  and  bringing  these  masses  into  competition 
with  them  in  the  labour  market,  must  take  from  them  the  fair  reward  for 
their  toil.  To  a  free  circulation  of  labour  throughout  the  West  Indies  the 
Committee  have  no  objection  ;  on  the  contrarv',  they  have  on  all  occasions 
strenuously  advocated  it.  To  the  spontaneous  emigration  of  free  persons 
from  any  part  of  the  world  to  the  British  colonies  they  have  no  objection  ; 
but  to  a  forced  system  of  emigration,  invoh-ing  the  taxation,  among  others, 
of  the  emancipated  peasantry  of  the  West  Indies,  to  supply  funds  that  the 
planters  may  bring  large  numbers  of  labourers  into  competition  with  them, 
is  what  the  Committee  cannot  regard  as  either  just  or  expedient.  Above 
all,  the  Committee  are  opi)osed  to  emigration  from  Africa.  To  the  Com- 
mittee it  appears  utterly  improbable  that  emigration  can  be  free  and  spon- 
taneous on  the  part  of  the  Africans  themselves.  They  are,  tcilhfew  excep- 
tions, slaves,  and  mttst  be  obtained  from  f  lie  chief s  uho  surround  our  settle- 
ments, either  bi/  purchase,  or  bij  negotiations  invoicing  inducements  tanta- 
mount tojmrchase  ;  uhatever  number  may  be  removed,  it  will  be  replaced bt/ 
predatory  irarfare  in  the  interior,  and  all  the  iyiiquities  coimected  vith  the 
traffic  in  human  beings  be  continued.  To  any  system  involving  in  the 
remotest  degree  the  guilt  of  the  slave-trade,  the  Committee  are  finnly  per- 
suaded their  countrvnicn  will  be  utterly  opposed  ;  nol  only  on  general 
grounds,  but  lest  it  sliould  give  a  pretext  to  other  powers  having  settlements 
on  the  coast  of  Africa  to  resort  thither,  for  the  puri)ose  of  sup])lying  their 
slave  colonies  in  other  parts  of  the  world  with  Africans,  nominally  free,  but 
really  slaves. 

In  confirmation  of  their  views,  the  Committee  would  call  the  particular 
attention  of  their  friends  to  an  extract  from  an  important  despatch  of  the 
Marquis  of  Normanby,  when  colonial  secretary,  addressed  to  the  Governor 
of  British  Guiana,  dated  loth  August,  1839  ;  in  which  his  lordship,  speak- 
ing on  behalf  of  Lord  Melbourne's  government,  gave  a  definitive  answer 
to  the  application  for  a  supply  of  immigrants  from  Ilindostan  and  Africa : 
— "  ^Vith  regard  to  the  introduction  of  labourers  from  India,"  says  his 
lordship,  "  more  than  enough  has  already  passed  to  render  her  Majesty'.s 
government  decidedly  hostile  to  ever)-  such  project;  and  the  laws  now  in 
force  in  the  ditferent  presidencies  would  effectually  prevent  the  execution 
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of  this  part  of  the  scheme."  And  with  respect  to  Africa,  lie  observes  : — 
"  We  are  not  less  opposed  to  the  plan  of  recruiting  the  negro  population  of 
the  West  India  colonies  from  Africa.     No  precaution  which  has  bkex 

OR  AVHICU  COt'LD  BK  DEVISED  WOULD  PREVENT  SUCH  A  MEASURE 
FROM  GIVING  A  STIMULUS  TO  THE  INTERNAL  SLAVE-TRADE  ON  THAT 
CONTINENT,  OR  FROM  BRINGING  DISCREDIT  ON  THE  SINCERITY  OF  THE 
EFFORTS  MADE  BY  THIS  NATION  FOR  THE  SUPPRESSION  OF  THAT 
SYSTEM   OF   GUILT    AND    MISERY." 

In  contemplating  the  bare  possibility  of  the  project  adverted  to  being 
realised — the  gross  injustice  it  would  inflict,  on  the  one  hand,  on  the  long- 
oppressed  but  now  emancipated  negroes  of  the  British  colonies,  and  the 
misery  it  would  entail,  on  the  other,  on  the  deeply  injured  natives  of  Africa ; 
the  Committee  feel  it  to  be  their  solemn  duty,  not  only  to  guard  their  friends 
from  deception  on  this  vital  point,  but  earnestly  to  entreat  them  to  be  pre- 
pared, if  necessar)',  to  resist  a  measure  so  fraught  with  calamity  and  crime. 
Signed  on  behalf  of  the  Committee, 

J.  H.  Tredgold,  Secretary. 

Copy  of  a  despatch  from  the  Marquis  of  Normanby  to  Governor  Light. 
Donning  street,  loth  August,  1839. 

Sir, — Ihavereceived  your  despatch  of  the  2Gth  June,No.  105, enclosing  an 
ordinance  passed  by  yourself  and  the  Court  of  Policy,  entitled,  "  An  Ordi- 
ance  to  regulate  the  Immigration  of  Labourers  into  British  Guiana." 

The  general  principle  on  which  this  law  proceeds  is,  that  the  augmenta- 
tion of  the  number  of  labourers  in  agriculture  and  manufactures  is  an 
object  in  Avhich  society  at  large  has  so  deep  an  interest,  that  with  a  view 
to  the  promotion  of  it,  a  government  agency  and  a  system  of  bounties  on 
emigration  ought  to  be  established  at  the  charge  of  the  public  revenue.  I 
am  not  indisposed  to  admit  that  the  interest  of  the  collective  society  would 
ultimately,  and  on  the  whole,  be  promoted  by  a  considerable  addition  to 
this  particular  class,  and  that  scarcely  any  measure  of  public  policy  could 
be  pursued  in  any  country,  if  the  legislature  Avere  to  sanction  such  measures 
only  as  are  beneficial  to  all  and  detrimental  to  none.  I  therefore  do  not 
object  to  the  enactment  of  laws  in  favour  of  immigration,  merely  on  the 
ground  that,  the  effect  of  them  being  to  reduce  the  rate  of  Stages,  they 
operate  advantageously  to  the  class  of  capitalists  only,  and  disadvanta- 
geously  to  that  far  more  numerous  body  who  depend  for  their  subsistence 
on  the  daily  labour  of  their  hands.  There  arc,  I  am  aware,  considerations 
of  weight  which  might  be  urged  to  show  that  a  high  jirice  of  manual 
labour  may  be  really  injurious  to  those  by  whom  it  is  j)erformcd,  when 
that  price  results,  not  from  temporary,  but  from  permanent  causes,  and 
induces  habitual  indolence,  witli  its  train  of  attendant  evils.  lint  I  am 
not  so  jcell  convinced  tlint  it  is  just  or  wise  to  ajijnopriate  the  jniblic  revenue 
in  aid  of  this  service.  If  the  capitalists  are  anxious  to  enlarge  their  agri- 
cultural and  manufacturivg  operations,  it  seems  reasonable  tituf  the  erpense 
should  be  borne  by  themselves,  and  that  the  funds  to  which  even/  member  of 
society  is  a  contributor  should  not,  for  this  purpose,  be  diverted  from  their 
more  legitimate  destinatio)i.  At  least,  if  the  proceeds  of  the  jjublic  taxes 
are  properly  applicable  to  bounties  of  this  nature,  the  grant  should  be  con- 
fined to  the  surplus  which  remains  after  provision  has  been  made  for  all 
those  branches  of  the  public  service  which  are  indispensable  to  the  general 
security,  peace,  and  order.  But  in  British  Guiana  there  is  no  such  surplus. 
At  their  last  annual  meeting,  the  Combined  Court  reduced  the  estimate 
for  many  objects  of  the  highest  interest  connected  with  the  administration 
of  justice  and  of  the  civil  government,  on  the  ground  of  the  inadequacy  of 
the  revenue  to  sustain  those  burthens.     As  long  as  the  produce  of  the 
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public  taxes  shall  he  regarded  by  tliat  Court  or  by  Uie  Court  of  Policy  as 
insufficient  to  provide  for  tliese  first  exigencies  of  Hociety,  I  must  entertain 
the  most  serious  doubt  ixs  to  the  wisdom  of  creating  an  annual  charge  of 
£20,000,  or  indeed  of  any  other  amount,  to  enable  capitalists  to  procure 
new  hands  in  furtherance  of  plans  of  extended  cultivation. 

I  perceive  from  these  papers  that  a  practice  jjrevails  in  tlic  Combined 
Court,  and  the  Court  ofPolicy,  againstwhich  itismydutydistinctlyto  protest. 
I  allude  to  the  origination  of  money  bills  by  resolutions  of  the  Combined  Court, 
and  on  the  motion  of  a  member  of  the  Court  of  Policy,  not  only  without 
the  previous  assent  of  the  governor,  but  even  in  a  case  where  the  governor 
has  regarded  the  ex])enditure  as  injudicious,  and  has  voted  as  a  member  of 
the  Couil  of  Policy  against  it.  So  far  as  my  information  extends,  tliis  pro- 
ceeding on  the  ])art  of  the  Combined  Court  is  an  entire  novelty.  I  am 
disposed  to  conclude  that  the  governor  has,  in  recent  times,  acquiesced  in 
the  assumption  by  the  Court  of  Policy  of  the  right  of  originating  j)ecuniary 
grants  not  recommended  by  himself.  But  this  is  a  claim  so  incompatible 
with  all  sound  economy  in  the  expenditure  of  the  public  resources,  and  so 
destructive  of  all  eifective  responsibility  for  that  expenditure,  that  you  will 
steadily  oppose  it  hereafter,  unless  the  more  exact  information  within  your 
reach  should  satisfy  you  that  I  am  in  ciTor  in  supposing  that  the  present 
proceeding  is  a  de])arture,  in  this  respect,  from  the  principles  of  the  colonial 
constitution. 

If,  however,  I  could  unreservedly  admit  the  propriety  of  large  bounties 
on  immigration  payable  out  of  the  proceeds  of  the  taxes,  and  if  I  could 
also  allow  that  a  bill  for  granting  such  bounties  could  properly  be  intro- 
duced, not  only  without  your  previous  consent,  but  in  direct  opposition  to 
your  judgment,  I  should  still  entertain  very  serious  doubts  as  to  some  of 
the  details  of  that  bill  which  has  actually  passed  into  a  law. 

It  is  proposed  that  the  governor  should  appoint  emigration  agents  at 
Calcutta,  at  the  Bahamas,  in  Africa,  and  at  any  other  place  where  a  mixed 
commission  may  be  established  under  the  ti-eaties  for  the  abolition  of  the 
slave-trade.  Now,  to  each  of  the  points  thus  selected  there  are  grave,  if 
not  conclusive,  objections.  fVitli  regard  to  the  introduction  of  labourers 
from  India,  more  than  enough  has  already  passed  to  render  her  Majesti/s 
government  decidedly  hostile  to  every  such  project ;  and  the  laws  now  in 
force  in  the  di/ferent  presidencies  would  effectually  prevent  the  execution  of 
this  part  of  the  scheme.  JVe  are  not  less  opposed  to  the  plan  of  recruiting 
the  negro  poj)ulatio?i  of  the  JVest  Indies  from  Africa.  iVo  ^>yecrt«/i'o?i.v 
which  have  been,  or  which  could  be  devised,  woi/ld  prevent  such  a  measure  from 
giving  a  stimulus  to  the  internal  slave-trade  nn  that  continent,  or  from 
bringing  discredit  on  the  sincerity  of  the  efforts  made  bi/  this  itationfor  the 
suppression  of  that  system  of  guilt  and  misery.  "NV'ith  regard  to  the 
Bahama  Islands,  I  must  observe  that  there  is  no  part  of  Jier  Majesty's 
transatlantic  possessions  of  which  the  depopulation  is  more  to  be  depre- 
cated ;  because,  in  the  event  of  a  maritime  war,  the  occupation  of  those 
islands  by  the  Queen's  subjects  would  be  almost  indispensable  to  the 
safety  of  the  homeward-bound  trade  from  the  whole  of  the  British  West 
Indies.  Having  been  settled  Mith  this  view  at  a  great  expense  to  the 
nation  at  large,  her  Majesty's  government  cannot  regard  with  fovour  any 
project  of  which  the  removal  of  the  settlers  is  the  avowed  object.  Fin-ther, 
I  cannot  but  view  with  serious  ap])rehension  the  plan  of  settling  an  emi- 
gration agent  from  Guiana  at  the  Ilavanna,  in  the  Brazils,  and  in  Sierra 
Leone,  where  the  three  courts  of  mixed  commission  are  held.  ft  is  of 
the  utmost  importance  to  avoid  even  the  apjyearancc  and  imputation  of  this 
country  being  actuated  by  any  seljish  motiws  in  our  transactions  with  tfie 
BrAziUan,  Portuguese,  and  Spanish  governments  on  the  subject  of  thoie 
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Courts :   nor  could  Iwr  Majcsti/  be  advised  to  place  the  Africans  liberated 
under  them  at  the  disposal  of  a  in/  such  agent. 

I  further  observe,  that  although  the  agents  are  to  be  appointed  by  the 
governor,  they  are  to  hohl  their  places  at  the  pleasure  of  a  board  of  com- 
missioners, ■which  board  is  to  be  a])poiiited,  not  by  the  governor,  but  by 
the  governor  and  Court  of  I'olicy.  Thus  the  agents  would  be  really 
responsible  to  a  board  over  which  the  executive  government  could  ex- 
ercise no  control.  I  am  not  prepared  to  admit  the  propriety  of  thus 
denying  to  her  Majesty's  representative  the  authority,  and  the  consequent 
responsibility,  which  should  attach  to  him. 

The  provision  made  for  the  return  of  the  emigrants  to  their  native 
country  has  no  tendency  whatever  to  promote  that  object,  but  perhaps  the 
reverse ;  for  the  immigrant's  right  to  be  sent  back  is  made  to  depend  upon 
his  paying  to  the  commissioners  a  sum  equal  to  the  cost  at  which  he  can 
he  sent  back  by  them.  It  follows,  therefore,  that  the  emigrant  must  pay 
for  his  own  return  voyage,  and  that  he  must  pay  for  it,  not  any  fixed  sum, 
nor  even  the  average  expense  of  such  a  voyage,  but  such  a  sum  as  will 
enable  the  commissioners  to  provide  for  his  return ;  and  it  is  needless  to 
prove  that  a  public  board  of  that  nature  will  always  labour  under  great 
disadvantages,  in  comjjarlson  with  private  traders,  in  making  such  eon- 
tracts.  'J'he  expense  of  a  roi/age  from  Guiuna  to  India,  or  to  Africa, 
must,  from  the  extreme  infrequenci/  of  such  loi/ages,  be  so  great  as  to 
exceed  any  resources  uhich  dailif  labourers  in  (uiiana  will  ever  have  at 
their  command,  except  in  a  veri/feic  cases. 

The  law  further  provides  that  only  one  of  every  three  emigrants  must 
be  a  female.  //  appears  to  me  indispensable,  if  any  bounties  are  to  be 
}>aid,  that  there  should  be  an  equal  numbi-r  of  eacji  sex. 

It  is  stated  that  the  rules  respecting  the  ship's  ])rovisions,  medical  at- 
tendance, and  so  on,  are  taken  from  the  British  Passengers'  act.  But 
there  is  one  most  important  departure  from  that  model.  The  execution 
of  our  owii  law  is  superintended  by  agent.s  and  revenue  officers,  who  have 
no  interest  in  common  witli  the  parties  for  whose  profit  the  ships  are 
chartered,  and  no  dependence  upon  them.  But  under  this  ordinance  there 
is  no  effective  check  whatever.  The  agent  in  tlie  colony,  and  the  agents 
in  India,  Africa,  and  the  Baliamas,  will  all  be  dependent  upon,  and  re- 
s])onsible  to,  the  commissioners  by  whom  the  boinities  are  to  be  awarded, 
and  the  service  conducted  for  the  benefit  of  the  colonists. 

Finally,  I  do  not  perceive  that  any  provision  is  made  to  secure  to  the 
emigrants,  on  their  arrival,  a  proper  recei)tion,  or  to  determine  in  what 
manner  they  shall  be  settled  amongst  the  dift'erent  candidates  for  their 
services. 

For  all  these  reasons  I  have  thougiit  it  my  duty  humbly  to  advise  the 
Queen  to  disallow  this  ordinance,  and  I  have  received  her  Majesty'.-^  com- 
mands to  acquaint  you  tliat  it  is  disallowed  accordingly. 

I  have,  Szc. 
(Signed)  NoRM.\NBY. 

Governor  Liglit,  ike,  ikQ. 


No.  XVI. 

FISCAL   IIF.GI'I.ATIOXS    I\    I'AVOVR    OK   KUKE   I.AEOIR. 

^  On  Monday,  the  '20th  September,  1841,  a  deputation  of  the  Anti-slavery 

Committee,  consisting  of  the  following  gentlemen — Messrs  W.  Allen,  S. 

Allen,  G.  W.  Alexander,  J.  Beaumont,  K.  Forster,  S.  Lucas,  J.  Scoble, 
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G.  Stflcey,  H.  SteiTV,  and  H.  Tuckelt,  waited  on  the  Earl  of  Ilipon,  as 
president  of  the  Board  of  Trade.  They  were  very  courteously  received, 
and  presented  to  his  lordship  a  memorial,  of  which  the  following  is  a 
copy:— 

To  the  Ilight  Honourable  the  Karl  of  Ilipon,  President  of  the  J?oard  of 
Trade,  S:c.,  &c.,  ^'c. 

My  Lord, — In  the  prosecution  of  the  great  object  which  the  Committee 
of  the  British  and  Foreign  Anti-Slavery  Society  have  in  view — namely, 
the  universal  abolition  of  slavery  and  the  slave-trade,  by  means  which  arc 
purely  of  a  moral,  religious,  and  pacific  nature,  they  felt  it  to  be  their 
solemn  duty  to  ojipose  the  measure  of  the  late  government  for  the  re- 
duction in  the  duties  on  foreign  sugars,  so  far  as  it  affected  those  wliich 
were  clearly  raised  by  the  labour  of  slaves,  on  the  ground  that  they  be- 
lieved the  inevitable  tendency  of  such  reduction  would  be  immediately  to 
extend  the  slave-ti-adc,  and  to  aggravate  and  prolong  its  unutterable 
horrors,  while  at  the  same  time  it  would  render  the  condition  of  slaves 
already  in  bondage  more  grievous  and  intolerable  than  ever.  On  the  same 
principle,  and  governed  by  the  same  motives,  the  Committee  feel  it  to  be 
their  duty  respectfully  to  a])proach  the  present  government,  through  your 
lordship,  as  the  president  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  with  their  earnest  request 
that  the  produce  of  the  tropics  raised  by  free  labour,  come  from  what 
country  it  may,  may  be  placed  on  such  a  footing  in  relation  to  the  pro- 
ductions of  the  British  colonies,  as  shall  enable  it  to  come  immediately 
into  fair  and  full  competition  with  the  same. 

In  further  developing  their  views,  the  Committee  beg  permission  to 
suggest  to  your  lordship,  whether  it  would  not  be  greatly  to  the  advantage 
of  the  revenue  to  reduce  the  present  duty  on  sugars,  and  other  produce, 
raised  in  the  British  possessions  in  the  East  and  West  Indies.  Such  a 
measure,  combined  with  an  equalisation  of  the  duties  on  foreign  tropical 
productions  of  a  similar  kind,  raised  by  freemen,  the  Committee  believe 
would  have  the  further  advantage  of  greatly  increasing  the  comforts  of  the 
poor  of  the  land,  of  leading  to  a  rapid  development  of  the  resources  of 
the  British  colonies  and  plantations  abroad,  and  of  opening  new  and  ex- 
tensive markets  for  British  manufactures ;  whilst  it  would  strike  a  heavy 
blow  at  the  atrocious  system  of  slavery,  and  consequently  at  the  slave- 
trade,  wherever  it  obtains,  and  would  operate,  both  as  an  economical  and 
a  moral  argument,  in  favour  of  the  universal  abolition  of  slavery  and  the 
slave-trade. 

Tlie  Committee  would  still  further  venture  to  suggest  to  your  Iprdship 
the  propriety  of  removing  the  remaining  restrictions  on  West  India  com- 
merce, so  as  to  enable  the  j)lanters  and  merchants  of  our  own  free  colonies 
successfully  to  compete  with  the  foreign  growers  of  sugar  by  slave  labour 
in  the  continental  markets ;  and  so  as  to  admit  of  the  complete  equalisation 
of  the  duties  on  tropical  productions,  whether  of  our  own  or  of  other 
countries,  grown  exclusively  by  free  labour. 

Coupled  with  a  wise  and  judicious  scheme  of  immigration  into  the 
emancipated  colonies,  which,  on  the  one  hand,  shall  throw  open  the  labour 
market  to  fair  and  honourable  comi)etition,  and  on  the  other,  shall  guard 
against  the  abuses  Mhich  have  hitherto  unhappily  marked  the  course  of 
colonial  experiments  in  this  way,  and  shall  be  exclusively  imder  the  direc- 
tion of  the  government,  the  measures  which  the  Committee  have  ventured 
to  suggest  to  your  lordship  will,  they  believe,  in  their  combination,  be 
one  in  the  great  order  of  means  for  securing  the  liberty  of  millions  now- 
held  in  bondage,  for  terminating  the  slave-trade,  for  greatly  increasing  the 
prosperity  of  this  country,  and  for  advancing  the  cause  of  universal  justice 
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and   benevolence,   of  civilisation   and  j-eligion,   of  iieedom    and    peace, 
throughout  the  world. 

Signed  by  order  of  the  Committee, 

William  Allen,  Chairman. 
27,  Ncic  Broad  Street,  September  lOth,  1841. 


No.  XVII. 

OS    BKlTlSn    SUBJECTS    HOLDING   SLAVES    IN    FOKEION    COINTBIES. 


To  the  Riglil  Honourable  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal  of  the  United 
Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  in  Parliament  assembled. 

The  humble   petition   of   the   Committee   of   the   British   and  Foreign 
Anti-slavery  Society. 
SllEVVETII, 

That  whilst  your  j)etitioncrs  sincerely  rejoice  in  the  fact  that  the  /Vfrican 
slave-trade  has  been  declared  jjiracy  by  the  legislature  of  this  country,  and 
that  the  law  of  the  land  denounces  even'  British  subject  directly  or  indi- 
rectly engaged  therein  as  a  felon,  and  subjects  him,  on  conviction,  to  the 
ignominious  punishment  of  a  felon ;  they  deeply  lament  tliat  not  a  few  of 
thfeii-  o|)ulent  countrymen,  occupying  influential  positions  in  society  as 
manufacturers  and  merchants,  as  officers  in  her  Majesty's  army  and  navy, 
a^d  as  civil  functionaries,  are  well  known  to  have  been  guilty  of  this 
flagrant  crime,  cither  personally  or  by  their  agents*,  unawed  by  the  fear  of 
God  or  of  man,  and  still  persist  in  the  same,  unafl'ected  by  the  cruel 
sufferings  and  degradation  they  inflict  on  humanity,  and  uninfluenced  by 
the  requirements  and  denunciations  of  law,  whether  human  or  diviiie. 

That  your  ])ctiti<)ners  would  call  the  attention  of  your  right  honourable 
House  to  the  fact,  that  there  have  been  formed,  at  diflerent  {)eriods  during 
tlie  last  fifteen  years,  various  mining  companies  in  this  country,  with  large 
caj)itals  at  their  disjjosal,  who  carry  on  their  operations  in  the  empire  of 
Brazil,  or  in  the  Spanish  island  of  Cuba;  that  their  mines  are  worked 
principally  by  slaves  purchased  b}-  the  agents  of  those  companies  ;  that  the 
greater  part,  if  not  the  whole,  of  these  victims  of  oi)pressi()n  have  been 
illicitly  imjwrled  into  these  countries  since  the  i)eriod  when  such  im- 
jiortation  was  declared  contraband,  felonious,  or  ])iratical ;  and  that,  as 
your  petitioners  are  informed  and  believe,  these  companies  still  continue 
to  purchase  newly-imjjorted  Africans,  to  supply  the  wastes  of  mortality,  or 
to  meet  the  other  exigencies  of  their  establishments. 

That  ^our  i)etitioners  lament  to  say,  that  officers  of  her  Majesty's  army 
and  navy,  as  well  as  functionaries  in  the  civil  service,  have  acce])ted  en- 
gagements in  coiniexion  with  these  companies;  and  that  they  are  informed 
and  believe  that  sucli  persons  have  been  the  agents  em])loyed  in  the 
purchase  of  slaves  on  account  of  the  same. 

That  vour  petitioners  call  the  attention  of  your  right  ]u)nourable  House 
to  the  fact,  that  banking  companies,  witii  large  funds  at  their  disposal, 
have  also  been  formed  in  this  country;  and  that  they  either  have  already 
formed,  or  arc  in  jjrocess  of  forming,  branch  establishments  in  countries 
where  the  slave-trade  is  carried  on,  or  where  slavery  in  all  its  horrors  still 
exists. 

That  your  ])etitioners  grieve  to  say  that  there  are  nuinufaclnred  in  this 
country,  in  enormous  quantities,  articles  known  by  the  mime  of  coast 
Koods,  which  are  employed  exclusively  in  the  African  slave-trade,  in  barter 
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for  human  beings ;  and  that  these  form  a  considerable  branch  of  the  ex- 
port trade  of  this  country  to  Brazil  and  Cuba,  and  to  the  western  coast  of 
Africa. 

That  the  consignees  of  British  merchants  and  manufacturers,  or  branch 
houses  of  their  establishments  in  Brazil  and  Cuba,  disjjose  of  such  goods 
to  ])ersons  well  known  as  traffickei-s  in  human  beings  ;  that  they  not  un- 
frequently  have,  if  not  a  direct,  yet  an  indirect  interest,  by  conditional 
arrangements,  in  the  guilty  traffic  itself;  and  that  in  all  cases  they  vend 
such  goods,  well  knowing  the  disgraceful  and  inhuman  object  to  which 
they  are  to  be  apjilied. 

That  your  petitioners  are  informed  and  fully  believe,  that  fetters  and 
shackles  emplovcd  in  the  slave-trade,  or  in  the  punishment  and  torture  of 
slaves,  form  part  of  the  export  trade  of  this  country  to  Brazil  and  Cuba. 

That  your  petitioners  have  grounds  for  knowing  that  vessels  have  been 
built  in  this  country  specially  for  the  slave-trade,  and  they  have  reason  to 
fear  that  many  have  been  covertly  i)repared  for  that  nefarious  traffic  in 
British  harbours. 

That  your  petitioners  deeply  regret  to  add,  that  British  subjects  have 
become  the  j)urchasers  of  estates  in  Brazil  and  the  Spanish  colonies, 
which  they  work  by  slaves,  and  which  they  have  stocked,  either  wholly  or 
in  ])art,  with  newly-imported  Africans  ;  thus  giving  Uie  benefit  of  their 
wealth,  skill,  and  enterprise  to  the  maintenance  of  these  enormous  evils. 

It  will  thus  be  seen  by  your  right  honourable  House,  that  British  sub- 
jects, instigated  by  the  sordid  love  of  gain,  to  the  great  dishonour  of  their 
country,  and  in  defiance  of  its  laws,  are  either  directly  or  indirectly  among 
the  chief  props  and  supports  of  the  African  slave-trade ;  that  they  supply 
capital,  or  the  means  of  carrying  it  on,  to  a  fearful  extent,  reckless  of  the 
miseries  which  they  inflict  on  the  human  race,  the  insult  they  offer  to  the 
Most  High,  and  the  evil  example  they  set  to  others ;  that  they  obstruct 
the  consummation  of  that  great  work  to  which  the  legislature,  the  govern- 
ment, and  the  people  of  this  country  have  so  nobly  devoted  themselves, 
and  to  secure  wliich  they  have  spent  millions  of  the  national  treasure;  that 
they  offer  the  chief  impediment  to  a  j)caceful,  legitimate,  and  lucrative 
commerce  with  Africa ;  that  they  j)revent  the  civilisation  and  religious 
improvement  of  its  people ;  and  that  they  render  the  expensive  arma- 
ments which  are  kept  up  on  the  coasts  of  Africa,  Cuba,  and  Brazil,  the 
means  of  increasing  the  horrors,  without  diminishing  the  extent,  of  the 
slave-trade. 

Your  petitioners,  therefore,  earnestly  implore  your  right  honourable 
House,  either  to  extend  the  provisions  of  the  act  5th  Geo.  IV.  cap.  113, 
commonly  called  the  Consolidated  Slave-trade  Abolition  act  of  1824,  so 
as  effectually  to  i)revent  British  subjects  from  holding  and  pnrchasing 
slaves  in  foreign  countries,  under  any  pretences  whatsoever,  and  to  bring 
to  speedy  and  condign  pujiishment  those  of  them  who  have  hitherto 
violated  witli  impumty  the  existing  laws;  or  to  appouit  a  committee  of 
your  right  honourable  House  to  inquire  forthwith  into  the  factfe  alleged  by 
your  petitioners,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  t4^report  to  your  right  honourable 
House  such  measures  as  may  be  deeniecr  requisite  to  suppress  effectually 
the  guilty  practices  referred  to. 

And  your  petitioners  will  ever  i)ray,  cVc.  ^-.,;^ 

(Signed)         John  Wcjodwark,  Chairman  of  the  Committee.  '  - 
London,  September  20lh,  \M\.  ^.^,,-^ 

.^^^"^ 
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Extract  of  a  despatch  from  Her  Majesty's  Commissioners  to  Lord  Pal- 
merston,  dated  July  14,  1838. 

It  will  not,  -vve  hope,  be  regarded  as  irrelevant  to  this  subject,  if  we  in 
conclusion  again  advert  to  the  indirect,  if  it  should  not  rather  be  called 
direct,  interest  which  British  merchants  and  British  capital  in  Brazil 
derive  from  the  slave-trade.  AVith  what  but  British  goods  is  the  African 
market,  the  freight  which  is  to  be  bartered  for  the  slave,  supplied  ?  AVith 
what  but  slave  labour  are  the  works,  originating  in  British  capital  and 
enterprise,  carried  on  in  this  country  ?  How  are  the  various  mines,  which 
but  for  similar  support  Mould  soon  become  inoperative,  worked ?  Not  hi/ 
free,  but  by  slave  labour. 

Alluding  to  the  capture  of  certain  slavers,  which  had  recently  taken 
place,  the  commissioners  say — "  The  jnovient  the  neizures  tccre  ktioun, 
claims  for  imipnent  were  abruptlij  pressed  by  persons  calling  themselves 
British,  as  well  as  French  merchants,  o/i  those  uho  had  taken  their  goods. 
The  constant  answer  was,  '  Go  to  the  British  commissioners ;  let  them 
release  our  vessels  and  property,  and  then,  and  not  till  then,  shall  you  be 
paid.'  AVith  this  answer  they  Avere  obliged  to  be  content ;  and,  indeed, 
we  have  been  assured,  that  it  is  no  uncommon  practice,  which,  however, 
we  do  not  undertake  to  vouch  for  as  a  fact,  with  some  of  the  commission 
houses  here,  of  Liverpool,  Leeds,  Manchester,  and  Birmingham,  to  sell 
their  goods  intended  for  the  African  market  on  conditional  tertns  :  the 
debt  to  be  acquitted,  in  part  or  in  the  whole,  according  as  the  adventure 
may  ultimately  prove  successful  or  otherwise."  (Slave-trade  Papers, 
1838-9,  Class  A,  p.  171.) 

Extracts  of  a  despatch  from  Her   Majesty's  Commissioners  to  Viscount 
Pahnerston. 

nio  de  Janeiro,  May  Gth,  1839. 

In  confirmation,  we  observed  that  it  was  chiefly  with  British  goods, 
technically  called  coa.<!t  goods,  that  the  African  market  was  supplied 
through  this  country,  and  that  the  payment  of  the  same  had  been  in  some 
instances  refused,  temporarily  or  conditionally,  by  those  whose  speculations 
had  been  ruined  by  the  capture  of  their  vessels. 

As  regarded  British  capital,  which.  Me  have  been  assured  on  M'hat  Me 
consider  good  authority,  has  suffered  severely  in  this  city  from  the  recent 
captures,  Me  reminded  your  lordship  that  the  various  undertakings  going 
on  in  this  country,  Mhich  are  every  day  multii)lying,  and  Mhich  are  for 
the  most  part  the  result  of  British  enterprise,  are  all  dependent  on  slave 
labour. 

In  a  despatch  from  her  Majesty's  commissioners,  dated  the  10th 
August,  1837,  it  Mas  stated  that  the  property  of  the  Candonga  Mining 
Company,  in  this  country,  Mas,  by  express  instruction  from  the  association 
in  London,  to  be  Morkcd  M'holly,  or  as  much  as  ])ossible,  by  hired  negroes. 
AVe  since  learn  that  this  has  been  found  imi)racticable,  and  that  this 
company  noM-  goes  into  the  market  for  its  slave  labour  like  any  other 
establishment. 


Extract  of  a  dcsj)atch  from   Her  Majesty's  Commissioners  to  Lord  Pal- 

merston,  dated  Hth  Ai)ril,  1840. 

AA'e  add  to  this  despatch  a  ti-anslated    extract    from   a  journal  of  this 

city,  sui)i)osed  by  some  to  be  under  the  influence  of  Senhor  A'asconcellos, 

but  certainly  allied  to  him  in  sentiment: — "The  English  merchants  were 
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never  opposed  to  this,  and  we  declare,  on  this  occasion,  that  we  have  a 
great  respect  for  the  English  merchants  of  Kio  de  Janeiro,  not  only  for 
the  manner  in  which  they  conduct  themselves  in  our  internal  concerns, 
but  principally  for  the  way  in  which  they  contribute  to  the  ransom  of 
blacks  in  Africa,  whether  by  ordering  goods  fit  to  be  employed  in  this 
work  of  humanity,  whether  by  lending  their  money  to  the  adventurers,  or 
whether,  as  it  is  said,  by  insuring  the  vessels  destined  for  the  coast." 
(Slave-trade  Papers,  1840,  Class  A,  pp.  298  and  302.) 


Extract  of  a  letter  of  a  correspondent,  dated  Kio  de  Janeiro,  29th  Nov.,  1841. 
"  I  have  further  learned  that  three  English  houses,"  the  names  of  which 
are  given,  "  have  suffered  great  loss  (upwards  of  £12,000)  from  trusting 
their  goods  to  a  slaver,  to  be  paid  for  on  faitdi)i<!  the  .slaves  in  Rio.  The 
vessel  was  taken  by  the  English." 


SPANISH  COLONIES. 

Speaking  of  the  co])pcr  mines  of  Cuba,  Mr  Turnbull  says,  "  After  all 
that  we  had  heard  of  the  value  and  importance  of  these  works,  their  actual 
extent  did  not  fail  to  surprise  us.  We  learned  from  Mr  Hardy  that  the 
labourers  employed  were  nearly  nine  hundred  in  number  ;  but,  to  our 
great  regret,  we  found  that  more  than  the  half  of  them  uere  .slaves  ;  some 
tlie  jiroperty  of  the  Mining  Comjjany,  [chiefly  composed  of  Englishmen,] 
and  others  hired  out,  as  is  not  uncustomary,  from  their  owners  in  the 
neighbourhood."    (Travels  in  the  "West,  pp.  8,  9.) 

"I  fear  it  is  not  to  be  doubted  that  there  are  men  of  large  capital  in  the 
British  metropolis  who  lay  out  their  money  at  the  large  interest  which  the 
slave-trader  can  afford  to  i)ay  ;  and  it  is  within  my  knowledge  that  certain 
individuals  of  immense  wealth,  who,  although  bearing  a  foreign  patrony- 
mic, are,  to  all  intents  and-  purposes,  British  sid)jects,  who,  not  content 
with  risking  their  money  to  secure  this  high  rate  of  interest,  have  actually 
stipulated,  on  becoming  sleeping  partners  in  one  of  the  most  notorious 
slaving  houses  at  the  Havana,  the  better  to  enable  them,  as  they  fondly 
imagine,  to  bring  their  French  and  Spanish  partners  to  account."  (Ibid., 
P-  141.)  

OriNION  or  LORD    BROrCillAM. 

"  But  the  question  is  this: — Has  it  been  lawful  since  the  abolition  law, 
meaning,  of  course,  the  law  abolishing  the  slave-trade— has  it  been  lawful 
for  a  British  subject  to  purchase  slaves,  voluntarily  to  make  himself  the 
holder  of  slaves,  to  buy  slaves  or  to  sell  slaves  in  a  foreign  country  ?  The 
question  arises  upon  the  legality  of  that  act ;  I  have  been  represented  as 
having  said  that  such  dealing  was  lawful,  and  was  not  struck  at  by  the 
abolition  law.  Now,  in  jjrcsenting  the  petition,  I  carefully  abstained  from 
sapng  any  such  thing — I  most  carefully  abstained  from  giving  any  such 
opinion.  I  could  not  have  given  any  such  opinion  ;  because  if  called  on 
to  say  whether  it  was  lawful  or  not,  my  opinion  certainly  was,  that  it  is 
illegal.  I  do  not  say  it  is  a  matter  free  from  all  doubt ;  but,  certainly, 
though  my  opinion  may  be  worth  little,  yet,  as  far  as  it  goes,  the  abolition 
law  strikes  at  those  dealings ;  and  I  will  state  the  grounds  of  that  opinion. 
As  your  lordships  will  remember,  a  change  took  jjlace  in  the  abolition  law 
in  1824.  ITie  act  of  1811  (theolst  Geo.  HI.  c.  23.),  which  I  had  the  great 
satisfaction  of  introducing,  and  which  obtained  the  unanimous  concurrence 
of  the  House  of  Commons  and  of  your  lordships,  in  every  stage  of  the 
Bill,  made  slaye-trjiding  punishable  as  a  crime ;  before  that  time,  it  had 
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only  beea  dealt  with  as  an  offence  against  the  revenue  laws — treated  as 
smuggling,  and  visited  with  fine  and  forfeiture.  But  my  bill  made  it  a 
felony.  Then  in  1824,  a  material  alteration  was  made  ;  slave-trading  was 
divided  into  two  kinds,  one  being  declared  to  be  piracy  and  liable  to  capi- 
tal punishment,  if  committed  within  the  Admiralty  jurisdiction;  and  the 
other,  if  out  of  that  jurisdiction,  declared  to  be  a  clergyable  felony,  and 
punished  with  fourteen  years'  transportation. 

"  I  feel  bound  to  state  my  inability  to  understand  on  what  view  of  the 
law  those  respectable  parties  have  been  adnsed  to  proceed,  who  have 
embarked  in  these  speculations — have  become  the  owners  of  slaves  by 
purchase  ;  or,  which  is  the  same  thing,  have  by  their  agents  purchased 
and  sold,  or  transferred  and  removed,  slaves  in  Cuba  or  in  Brazil.  I  am 
unable  to  perceive  uj)on  what  view  of  the  law  they  can  have  been  advised 
that  they  may  safely  embark  in  such  speculations.  So,  likewise,  it  is  made 
felony,  by  the  tenth  section,  knowingly  to  lend  or  advance  money  or  goods 
to  be  employed  in  accomplishing  any  of  the  objects  hereinbefore  forbidden 
or  declared  to  be  unlawful — those  objects  being  the  bujing,  selling,  barter- 
ing, or  in  any  manner  dealing  in  slaves  or  persons  intended  to  be  dealt 
witli  as  slaves.  How  any  ])ci-son  can  have  been  advised,  with  a  due 
regai'd  to  the  provisions  of  these  acts,  either  to  send  goods  or  to  advance 
money  for  the  purpose  of  working  a  concern  which  requires  the  buying 
and  selling  of  slaves,  surpasses  my  powers  of  comprehension."  {yidc  Lord 
Brougham's  Speech,  delivered  in  the  House  of  Lords  on  the  5th  October, 
1841.) 


No.  xvin.    . 

UXITED   STATES. 
I'ROGKESS   OF   THE   ABOLITION    CAUSE. 

The  rise  of  the  present  abolition  movement,  says  Mr  Sturgo,  in  his 
"  Visit  to  the  Ujiited  States,"  dates  from  the  year  1832,  when  a  few  per- 
sons met  at  Philadelphia,  and  adopted  and  signed  a  declaration  of  their 
sentiments.  He,  however,  who  would  trace  anti-slavery  sentiments  to 
their  source,  must  go  back  to  the  first  era  of  Christianity,  and  to  the  autho- 
ritative promulgation  of  the  divine  law  of  love  by  the  lips  of  the  Saviour  of 
mankind  himself.  In  the  darkest  times,  since  that  period,  the  true  doc- 
trine of  the  unlawfulness  of  slavery  has  never  been  wholly  lost,  being,  in 
fact,  a  part  of  the  imperishable  substance  of  vital  Christianity. 

The  following  account  of  the  present  state  of  the  cause  is  furnislied  by 
my  friend,  John  G.  AVhittier  : — 

"  He  who,  at  the  present  time,  judges  of  the  progress  of  the  anti-slavery 
cause  in  the  United  States  by  statistics  of  the  tormation  of  new  societies, 
or  the  activity  and  efficiency  of  the  old,  will  obtain  no  adequate  idea  of 
the  truth.  The  unfortunate  oh-ieioiis  among  tlie  American  abolitionists, 
and  the  difficultv  of  uniting,  for  any  continuous  eHbrt,  those  who  differ 
widely  as  to  the  proper  means  to  be  used,  and  measures  to  be  ])ursued,  liave 
in  a  great  measure  changed  the  direction  and  manifestation  of  anti-slavery 
feeling  and  action.  Thus,  while  public  opinion,  in  all  the  free  states,  is 
manifestly  apjn-oximating  to  abolition,  and  new  converts  to  its  jninciples 
are  daily  avowing  themselves,  it  is  exceedingly  rare  to  hear  of  the  formation 
of  a  new  anti-slavery  society,  and  there  are  few  accessions  to  those  which  are 
alreadyin  existence.  Yet  the  fresh  recipients  of  the  truths  of  anti-slavery  doc- 
trine find  abundant  work  for  their  hands  to  do,  even  without  the  pale  of  orga- 
nised societies,  in  purifying  the  churches  with  which  they  are  coimected, 
and  in  counteracting  the  pro-slavery  jwlitics  of  the  country. 


139 

"  The  two  great  political  jmrties  in  the  United  States,  radically  disa- 
grceinc;  in  almost  all  other  jjoints,  arc  of  one  heart  and  mind  in  opposing 
emancipation  ;  not,  I  suppose,  from  any  real  affinity  to,  or  love  for  the 
"Peculiar  Listitution,"  but  for  the  purpose  of  securing  the  votes  of  the 
slave-holders,  who,  more  consistent  than  the  northern  abolitionists,  refuse 
to  support  any  man  for  office,  who  is  not  willing  to  do  homage  to  slavery. 
The  competition  between  these  two  parties  for  southern  favour  is  one  of 
the  most  painful  and  disgusting  si)ectacles  whicli  presents  itself  to  the 
view  of  a  stranger  in  the  United  States.  To  every  well-wisher  of  America, 
it  must  be  a  matter  of  interest  and  satisfaction  to  know  that  there  is  a 
growing  determination  in  the  free  states  to  meet  the  combination  of  slave- 
holders in  behalf  of  slavery,  by  one  of  freemen  in  behalf  of  Uberty ;  and 
thus  compel  tlie  party  politicians,  on  the  ground  of  expediency,  if  not  of 
principle,  to  break  from  the  thraldom  of  the  slave  power,  and  array  them- 
selves on  the  side  of  freedom. 

"  It  is  an  undoubted  fact,  that,  at  the  present  time,  the  various  denomina- 
tions of  professing  Christians  in  the  United  States  are  more  deeply  agitated 
by  this  question  than  at  any  former  period.  The  publication  of  sucli  books 
as  Weld's  "  Slavery  as  it  is,"  has  unveiled  the  monstrous  features  of  slavery 
to  the  Christian  public  in  the  northern  stiites.  The  blasj)hemous  attempts 
of  southern  professors  and  ministers  to  defend  their  abominable  practices 
upon  Christian  grounds,  have  powerfully  re-acted  against  them  at  the 
north ;  and  church  after  church,  especially  in  New  England,  is  taking  tlie 
high  stand  of  the  late  General  Convention  in  London,  in  withholding  its 
fellowship  from  slave-holders,  and  closing  its  pulpit  against  their 
preachers. 

"  Recent  movements  in  the  slave  states  themselves  encourage  the  friends 
of  freedom.  In  Kentucky,  at  the  late  election  for  state  officers,  one  of  the 
candidates,  Cassius  M.  Clay,  nephew  of  Henry  Clay,  avowed  his  opposition 
to  pro-slavery  principles  in  the  strongest  terms,  and  staked  his  election 
ui)on  this  avowal.  He  was  Avamily  supported ;  and  his  o])poncnt  only 
succeeded  by  a  small  majority.  Tenessee,  in  her  mountain  region,  has 
many  decided,  uncompromising  abolitionists,  whose  encouraging  letters 
and  statement.s  have  been  published  within  the  last  year,  in  the  northern 
anti-slavery  papers.  The  excellent  work  of  Joseph  John  Gurnev  on  the 
West  Indies,  and  Dr  Channing's  late  ])amphlct,  entitled  "  Emancipation," 
have  been  very  widely  circulated  in  many  of  the  slave  states,  and,  so  far 
as  can  be  ascertained,  have  been  read  with  interest  by  the  planters.  The 
movements  of  EngUsh  and  French  abolitionists  have  attracted  general  at- 
tention, and  in  the  southern  states  have  awakened  no  small  degree  of 
solicitude. 

"  That  baleful  American  peculiarity — prejudice  against  colour — is  evi- 
dently diminishing  under  the  influence  of  anti-slavery  principles  and  i)rac- 
tice  ;  and  the  laws  m  hich  have  oppressed  tlie  free  coloured  citizen,  are 
rapidly  yielding  to  tlie  jiersevering  action  of  the  abolitionists.  Dr  Chan- 
ning  has  not  over-stated  the  fact  that  the  provision  in  the  federal  consti- 
tution, relative  to  the  iTclaiming  of  fugitive  slaves,  has  been  silently  but 
effectually  repealed  by  the  force  of  public  oijinion,  and  the  interposition  of 
jury  trial,  in  many  of  the  free  states.  In  Massachusetts,  Vermont,  Maine, 
and  New  York,  with  the  exception  of  its  slavery-ridden  commercial 
emporium,  the  recover)-  of  a  slave  by  legahsed  kidnappers  is  entirely  out  of 
the  question.  In  any  one  of  these  states  it  would,  to  use  the  language  of  a 
New  York  mechanic,  be  exceedingly  difficult  to  jnove  to  the  satisfaction  of 
R  jury  of  honest  freemen  that  a  man  had  been  born  contrarv  to  the  decla- 
ration of  indej)endence.  The  frontiers  of  slavery  are  ever\'where  very 
much  ex]K)8ed,  and  all  along  the  line  of  Marj-land,  Delaware,  Kentucky, 
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Virginia,  and  Missouri,  the  tide  of  self-emancipated  men  nnd  women  is 
paring  in  upon  the  free  states." 

The  following  is  an  extract  from  the  Ceiiterville  Times,  a  Maryland 
paper : — 

"There  is  not  an  interest  that  is  not  impaired  by  the  i)roximity  of  the 
free  states,  and  the  protection  there  aflbrded  to  slaves;  and  by  the  presence 
and  intercommunion  of  the  free  with  the  slave  negro.  Even  the  value  of  land 
is  diminished  by  it.  Maryland  suffers  the  disadvantages,  without  the  ad- 
vantages, of  a  slave  state.  The  disadvantage  consist.s  in  the  reputation 
(the  odium,  north  of  the  Delaware)  of  being  a  slave  state.  T/ie  cajntalists 
of  the  north  refuse,  o)i  that  account,  to  invest  in  Maryland  lands,  though 
they  could  buy  land  in  Maryland  for  tuenty  dollars  an  acre,  uhich  is  in- 
trinsically trorth  more  than  theirs,  uhich  they  could  sell  for  a)i  hundred. 
Our  condition  is,  in  fact,  that  of  neither  the  one  nor  the  other ;  and  unless 
something  can  be  done  to  counteract  the  ])rogress  of  ft\naticism  on  this  svib- 
ject,  and  that  abuse  of  strength  and  heedless  injustice  which  always  follows 
in-esponsible  poMcr,  slavery  in  Maryland  must  cease,  either  by  sale,  uhilc 
that  right  remains  to  the  slave-holder,  or,  ere  long,  by  forced  emancip'dinn. 

"  Virginia — once  proud  and  independent  Virginia,  already  half  captive 
to  the  north — will  soon  take  her  ])lace  as  the  frontier  slave  state  ;  ^lary- 
land,  with  her  southern  principles  eaten  out  by  northern  men,  will  then 
assume  to  her  the  relation  that  Pennsylvania  now  bears  to  Maryland ;  nay, 
it  is  but  too  obvious  that,  as  things  are  now  working,  in  jirocess  of  time, 
and  that  not  slowly,  slaveri/  ?nusf  cease  to  exist  in  all  the  provision-growing 
states  ;  its  northernmost  hue  will  be  the  hue  of  the  sugar,  the  rice,  aiul 
the  cotton  culture — the  climate  alone  affording  to  the  slave-holder  thai 
shelter  which  justice  could  not  offer  from  the  rapacity  of  his  pursuers. 
"Will  the  southern  still  accept  the  shadow,  without  the  substance,  of  equal 
and  confederate  powers?  Be  his  relation,  then,  what  it  may — independent, 
confederate,  or  colonial — for  one,  we  say,  let  it  be  defined.  To  the  misery 
of  the  slave  let  him  not  add  the  meanness  of  the  dupe.  I-et  him  remember 
that  time  and  corruption  have  often  achieved  what  would  have  defied  the 
power  of  the  sword ;  in  a  word,  let  the  slave-holder  think  while  yet,  if  yet, 
he  has  power  to  act." 

I  have  now,  says  Mr  Sturge,  concluded  an  imperfect  attempt  to  de- 
lineate the  present  state  of  the  anti-slavery  cause  on  the  North  American 
continent.  In  regard  to  the  future,  my  hopes  are  built  on  the  continuance 
of  these  efforts,  and  on  the  concurrent  aid  afforded  by  the  march  of  events 
both  in  the  United  States  and  in  the  world  at  large;  under  the  manifestly 
over-ruling  power  of  that  jfracious  Being  who  sometimes  employs  human 
instrumentality  to  accomplish  his  purposes  of  mercy,  but  who  works  also 
himself  by  his  immutable  laws  and  by  the  disi)ensations  of  his  providence. 

Tin;  AMISIAI)  NEGROKS. 

To  the  Right  lion,  the  F-arl  of  Aberdeen,  S:c.,  Sec,  Sec. 
My  Lord, — Since  I  had  the  honour  of  an  interview  with  Lord  Canning, 
respecting  the  safe  conveyance  of  the  Africans  taken  on  board  the  ^Imistad, 
from  the  United  States  to  Sierra  Leone,  the  committee  of  the  British  and 
Foreign  Anti-slavery  Society  have  received  commimications  from  their 
friends  at  New  York,  stating  that,  in  consequence  of  the  state  of  health  of 
the  Mendians  and  the  approach  of  winter,  which  they  are  unable  to  en- 
dure, it  had  been  resolved  to  forward  them  to  their  native  home  at  the 
earliest  possible  period  ;  that  the  barque  Genthman  had  l)een  engaged  for 
that  purpose ;  that  they  will  be  accompanied  by  "William  Kaymond   and 
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James  Steele,  botli  pious  men,  abolItionisUi,  attaclied  to  the  jjeople  ofcolour, 
and  preachers  of  the  gospel,  and  Henry  llichard  Wilson,  a  coloured  man 
(a  native  of  Barbadoes)  as  catechist ;  "that  it  is  the  intention  of  Messrs 
Ilaj-mond  and  AVilson  "  to  take  un  theif  abode  in  Mendi  as  long  as  the 
])rovidence  of  God  may  direct ;  and  that  the  vessel  which  has  been  engaged 
was  expected  to  leave  the  United  Sttites  some  time  in  the  month  of  No- 
vember; that  this  arrangement  was  made  ])reviously  to  the  arrival  of  the 
intelligence  that  your  lordship  had  favourably  entertained  the  j)roposition 
submitted  by  the  deputation  of  the  London  Committee ;  and  that  all  that 
now  remains  to  be  done  is,  respectfully  to  request  your  lordship  to  forward 
instructions,  by  the  earliest  opportunity,  to  the  British  consul  at  Cape  de 
Verds,  to  the  acting  governor  of  Sierra  Leone,  and  to  the  admiral  on  the 
station,  to  afford  the  Mendians  and  their  companions  all  the  aid  in  their 
power,  in  order  to  secure  their  safe  arrival  in  their  own  country. 

In  making  this  communication  to  your  lordship  I  do  but  express  the 
feeling  entertained  by  the  members  of  the  Committee  of  the  British  and 
Foreign  Anti-slavery  Society,  and  the  friends  of  the  Mendians  in  the  United 
States,  when  I  say  that  we  all  feel  deeply  obliged  for  the  considerate  kind- 
ness of  your  lordship  in  giving  a  favourable  answer  to  our  united  request 
for  the  safe  conduct  of  these  poor  people  to  Sierra  Leone  ;  and  that  we 
shall  feel  still  further  obliged  if,  during  their  stay  there,  they  can  be  natu- 
ralised. Such  a  measure,  we  venture  to  think,  if  it  can  be  earned  into 
effect,  will  not  only  throw  the  shield  of  British  protection  over  these  j)eople 
in  future,  but  operate  most  favourably  on  their  countrjTiien,  by  showing 
them  the  deep  interest  which  the  government  and  peojjle  of  this  country 
take  in  their  welfare,  and  their  deep-rooted  hatred  to  the  slave-trade.  The 
Mendians  are  thirty-five  in  number:  Cinque,  who  is  regarded  as  their 
head  man,  is  the  son  of  a  chief.  Since  their  residence  in  the  United  States 
they  have  been  taught  to  read  and  write,  and  their  progress  in  useful  and 
Christian  knowledge  has  been  very  remarkable.  Their  country,  Mendi  or 
Kossa,  is  said  to  be  from  seventy  to  one  hundred  miles  from  Sierra  Leone. 
This  contiguity  to  the  liritish  settlements,  when  coupled  with  the  extraordi- 
narj'  circumstances  under  which  they  are  restored  to  their  country,  it  is 
hoped  will  facilitate  every  proj)er  measure  that  may  be  adopted  in  that 
direction  for  the  suppression  of  slavery  and  the  slave-trade,  and  for  the  intro- 
duction of  Christian  civilisation  into  that  part  of  the  African  continent. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  my  lord,  your  lordship's  most  obetlient  servant, 

(Signed)         John  ScoitLi;. 
No.  27,  N^eic  Broad  street, 
Dec.  lOth,  184L 

A  second  letter  having  been  forwarded  to  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen,  on  the 
20th  December,  announcing  the  dejjarture  of  the  Mendians  from  New 
York,  on  the  27th  November,  1841,  the  following  reply  was  received. 

(UKPLV.) 

Foreign  Office,  December  23rd,  1841. 
Sir, — I  am  directed  by  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen  to  acknowledge  the  re- 
ceipt of  your  letters  of  the  10th  and  of  the  20th  inst.,  respecting  the  Men- 
dian  Africans  now  on  their  return  to  Mendi  by  way  of  Sierra  Leone  ;  and 
I  am  to  request  that  you  will  inform  the  Committee  of  tlie  British  and 
Foreign  Anti-slaverj-  Society,  that  his  lordship  has  taken  measures  for 
procuring  for  the  individuals  in  question  every  aid  which  can  with  jjro- 
prlety  be  given  to  them  by  the  British  Admiral  on  the  African  station,  the 
senior  officer  on  the  west  coa,st  of  Africa,  the  lieutenant-governor  of  Sierra 
Leone,  and  her  Majesty's  consul  at  the  Cape  Verd  Islands. 
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With  regard,  however,  to  the  suggestion  contained  in  your  letter,  that 
thcBe  negroes  should  be  naturalised  during  their  stay  at  Sierra  Leone,  I 
am  to  inform  you  that  the  question  is  under  consideration,  but  that  Lord 
Aberdeen  is  not  at  present  jirepared  to  state  whether  or  not  the  wishes  of 
the  society  in  this  respect  can  properly  be  complied  with. 

I  am,  sir,  &c.,  &c., 

J.  Scoble,  Esq.  Cannixg. 

XoTE. — The  liberated  captives,  together  with  two  missionaries  and  one 
assistant  missionary  and  their  wives,  safely  arrived  at  Sierra  Leone  on  the 
15th  January,  and  were  kindly  received  by  the  colonial  government.  It 
was  judged  best  for  the  main  body  of  them  to  remain  at  the  colony,  wliile 
a  small  band  went  forward  to  explore  the  interior,  and  select  the  best  route 
and  the  best  location  for  the  mission. 


No.  XIX. 

CASE   OF   THE   CREOLE. 

To  the  Right  Honourable  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen,  Her  Majesty's  principal 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs. 

My  Lord, — However  much  the  Committee  of  the  British  and  Foreign 
Anti-slaverj-  Society  may  regret  the  existence  of  any  causes  of  irritation 
between  the  governments  of  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States,  arising 
out  of  the  existence  of  slavery  in  the  latter  countn,-,  and  of  the  slave-trade 
on  the  coast  of  Africa,  tliey  cannot  but  rejoice  that  in  the  eyes  of  en- 
lightened humanity  and  of  Christian  philanthropy,  the  cause  of  human 
freedom,  civilisation,  and  hap])iness,  is  earnestly  sought  to  be  promoted  by 
the  former ;  and  that  a  large  body  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  in 
common  with  the  people  of  England,  are  uniting  their  best  efforts  for  the 
removal  of  those  causes  of  irritation,  by  the  universal  extinction  of  the 
evils  to  which,  unhappily,  they  owe  their  birth. 

The  case  of  the  Creole,  like  that  of  the  Amistad,  is  exciting  not  only 
the  profomid  attention  of  public  men,  but  stirring  the  deep  sympathies  of 
the  public  mind  on  both  sides  the  Atlantic.  In  common  with  the  friends 
of  humanitv  at  large,  the  Committee  feel  the  deepest  solicitude  as  to  the 
ultimate  fate  of  the  negroes  now  in  the  custody  of  her  Majesty's  authorities 
at  the  Bahamas,  for  the  part  they  are  rejjorted  to  have  taken  in  the  affair 
of  the  Creole.  That  solicitude  induces  them  to  lay  before  your  lordship 
conclusions  to  Avhich  they  have  arriveil  after  a  careful  review  of  this  deeply 
interesting  and  importanJ_case,  and  which  tliey  venture  respectfully  to 
submit  to  the  consideration  of  her  Majesty's  government. 

There  are  two  versi6ns  of  tlie  Creole  affair,  one  derived  from  the  protest 
of  certain  persons  Avho  formed  part  of  the  crew  of  that  vessel,  made  before 
a  notary  at  New  Orleans  ;  and  the  other  founded  on  ])rivate  information 
from  Bahamas.  From  the  first  it  ai)pears  tiiat  the  Creole  left  Hampton 
Roads,  in  the  state  of  Virginia,  on  the  30th  of  October  last,  "  laden  with 
manufactured  tobacco  in  boxes  and  slaves,"  for  New  Orleans  ;  that  wliilst 
on  the  voyage  a  part  of  them,  nineteen  in  number,  "  rose  on  the  officers, 
crew,  and  passengers,  killed  one  passenger,  severely  wounded  the  ca])tain 
and  a  part  of  the  crew,  and  compelled  the  first  mate  to  navigate  the  said 
vessel  to  Nassau,  New  Frovidenco."  It  ap])ears  also  from  the  same  ])ro- 
test,  that  after  they  had  accomplished  their  object,  they  were  guilty  of 
no  excesses,  but  treated  all  the  whites  on  board  with  great  humanity, 
dressing  the  wounds  of  those  that  were  injured,  supi)lying  them  with  their 
usual  food,  and  only  keeping  them  apart  and  under  such  restraints  as  were 
necessar)-  to  secure  their  safe  arrival  at  a  British  port ;  and  to  use  their 
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own  simple  but  emphatic  language,  "  all  that  they  had  done  was  for  their 
freedom.  On  their  arrival  at  Nassau,  they  were  charged  with  mutiny  and 
murder,  and  ])laced  under  the  custody  of  the  authorities  of  the  island, 
until  the  government  shall  decide  whether  they  shall  be  tried  tlierc,  or 
elsewhere,  for  the  alleged  crimes. 

From  the  latter  account,  it  aj^pears  that  the  negroes  having  discovered 
their  proximity  to  a  British  island,  demanded  to  be  landed  there ;  that  this 
was  resisted  by  the  captain,  passengers,  and  crew ;  that  thereupon  a 
struggle  for  the  mastery  commenced,  which  terminated  in  tiic  triumjih  of 
the  negroes,  and  the  loss  of  two  lives,  one  a  passenger  on  board  the  Creole, 
who  had  the  care  of  a  portion  of  the  slaves,  and  one  of  the  negroes,  who 
died  of  the  injuries  he  received  on  his  arrival  at  Nassau,  where  those  im- 
plicated in  the  rising  were  given  into  custody,  and  the  remainder  of  the 
slaves  alloMcd  to  go  free. 

"Wliichever  of  these  accounts  be  the  true  one,  or  whatever  may  have 
been  the  means  by  which  the  negi'oes  achieved  their  liberty,  the  Com- 
Inittee  presume  it  cannot  alter  the  decision  of  her  Majesty's  government 
in  the  case.  Tliey  are  persuaded  that  under  the  ciixumstances  which  took 
place,  neither  the  charge  of  mutiny  or  murder  can  be  sustained  in  a 
British  courtf  of  justice.  If  these  offences  have  been  committed,  they  have 
been  committed  against  American  citizens,  on  board  an  American  vessel, 
and  can  only  be  dealt  with  in  American  courts.  The  negroes  of  the  Creole 
were  forcibly  placed  on  board  that  vessel  as  slaves — they  were  forcibly  de- 
tained on  board  as  slaves — they  were  detained  for  the  New  Orleans 
market  as  slaves.  This  they  knew ;  and  to  avoid  the  horrors  and  degra- 
dation of  the  condition  that  awaited  them,  as  well  as  to  relieve  themselves 
from  the  bondage  in  which  they  were  held,  they  rose  \i\wn  those  to  whose 
custody  they  had  been  committed,  asserted  their  natural  rights,  and,  after 
a  short  but  severe  struggle,  secured  their  freedom.  That  homicide  was 
committed  during  the  affray  is  justly  to  be  deplored  and  deprecated ;  but 
that  homicide  is  to  be  traced  to  the  resistance  made  by  those  who  endea- 
voured by  force  of  arms  to  retain  them  in  slavery,  not  to  a  spirit  of  ven- 
geance on  the  part  of  the  negroes.  They  sought  not  life  but  liberty ;  and 
that  obtained,  their  subsequent  conduct  must  be  regarded  as  an  admirable 
specimen  of  forbearance,  self-government,  and  humanity.  In  confirmation 
of  the  views  of  the  Committee,  they  refer  to  the  decisions  of  the  United 
States  courts,  in  the  case  of  the  Mendians  found  on  board  the  Amistad, 
in  which  it  was  held  that  the  alleged  offence  of  murder,  with  whicli  they 
stood  charged,  having  been  committed  on  board  a  foreign  ship,  was 
without  their  jurisdiction,  and  such  they  have  fidl  conhdence  will  be  the 
decision  of  the  British  courts  also. 

The  only  question  which  remains  to  be  noticed  is,  whether  the  United 
States  have  a  right  to  claim  these  negroes,  either  as  slaves  or  as  felons. 
The  Committee  conceive  the  first  point  as  finally  settled  by  the  British 
government :  they  cannot  and  will  not  be  delivered  up  as  slaves  ;  and  with 
respect  to  the  other  point,  they  conceive  it  is  equally  clear  that  these 
negroes  cannot  be  delivered  up,  merely  because  they  have  been  charged 
■with  a  capital  crime  by  some  American  citizens.  They  are  not  felons  by 
the  laws  of  England,  nor  by  the  laws  of  nations ;  but  even  if  tliey  were 
so,  the  United  States  have  no  authority,  under  treaty  with  Great  Britain, 
to  require  them  to  be  delivered  over  to  the  vengeance  of  their  laws ;  and 
the  uniform  custom  of  that  country  runs  counter  to  such  a  demand.  They 
will  not  deliver  up  criminals  to  the  demands  of  this  country,  whatever  the 
offence  may  be  with  which  they  stand  charged. 

The  Committee  feel  themselves,  therefore,  at  liberty  to  consider  the 
negroes,  recently  taken  from  on  board  tlie  Crtok^  and  now  in  the  custody 
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of  her  Majesty's  officers  in  Bahamas,  to  be  safe ;  and  they  have  respect- 
fully, yet  earnestly,  to  request,  in  their  behalf,  that  her  Majesty's  govern- 
ment will  be  pleased  to  afford  them  such  protection  as  their  circumstances 
may  require. 

On  behalf  of  the  Committee, 

Joseph  Stuuge,  Chairman. 
Britinh  and  Foreign  Anti-.slavery  Soci'eti/, 
New  Broad  Street, 

1th  February,  1842. 

The  above  memorial  was  presented  by  a  deputation  of  the  Anti-slavery 
Committee,  consisting  of  the  following  gentlemen  : — Messrs  William  Allen, 
Joseph  Sturge,  John  Scoble,  Rev.  J.  H.  Hinton,  Messrs  John  Beaumont, 
Henry  Tuckett,  Benjamin  AVitfen,  and  John  Dunloj)  of  Edinburgh,  and 
was  very  courteously  received.  After  the  memorial  had  been  read  to  his 
lordship,  he  freely  expressed  his  sentiments  on  the  case,  leading  to  the 
hope  that  a  measure  would  be  adopted  by  the  British  govenmient,  such  as 
has  since  been  announced  in  the  house  of  Lords — namely,  an  order  for 
their  immediate  liberation. 


OlMMONS  Ol'  THE  LAW  LORDS  ON  THE  CASE  OF  THE  CUEOLE. 

Lord  Brougham  : — "  There  was  no  power  by  law  to  seize,  still  less  to 
detain  or  to  surrender  uj),  any  person  having  committed  an  offence,  how- 
ever grave  that  oHence  might  be,  within  the  jurisdiction  or  limits  of  any  other 
countn,' ;  whether  he  were  an  alien  or  not,  there  was  no  power  to  give  him 
up  until  the  legislature  of  this  country  should  arm  the  government  with  a 
power  to  do  so." 

The  Earl  of  Aberdeen : — *'  Informed  the  House  what  the  course  of  her  Ma- 
jestv's  government  had  been  on  this  question.  As  their  lordships  might 
well  imagine,  her  Majesty's  government  had  given  the  question  their  mo.st 
serious  and  anxious  attention ;  and,  after  taking  advantage  of  all  the  as- 
sistance which  they  thought  desirable  on  the  subject,  they  had  satisfied 
themselves  that  by  the  laws  of  this  countrj'  there  is  no  machinery  or  au- 
thority for  bringing  those  persons  to  trial  for  mutiny  and  mui-der,  still  less 
for  delivering  them  up  or  detaining  them  in  custody.  His  noble  friend, 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonial  Dejjartment,  had  therefore  sent  out 
instructions  for  releasing  those  persons  who  had  hitlierto  been  detained." 

Lord  Denman : — "  Believed  that  all  Westminster  hall,  includingthe  judicial 
bench,  were  of  the  same  opinion  as  had  been  expressed  by  the  noble  carl ; 
and  that,  by  the  law  of  England,  there  were  no  means  whatever  of  de- 
livering up  persons  accused  of  crimes  committed  in  foreigii  countries." 
After  quoting  the  opinion  of  many  eminent  English  and  American  juris- 
consults in  support  of  this  view  of  the  case,  his  lordship  added — "  It  was 
perfectly  clear  that  the  law  of  luigland  furnished  no  machinery  or  i)rocess 
by  which  a  person  flying  from  another  country  could  be  taken  and  de- 
tained, still  less  delivered  over.  And  he  would  have  been  i)rei)ared  to 
warn  the  Secretary  of  State,  on  the  authority  of  the  most  eminent  lawyers, 
that  he  could  not  so  act  without  being  liable  to  the  dano^er  of  an  action  for 
damages  for  false  imprismiment,  and  the  still  more  awful  danger  of  putting 
a  person  upon  his  trial  iij  a  case  where  the  punishment  was  death.  It 
was  perfectly  clear  that  dn  alien,  seized  in  this  country  for  a  crime  alleged 
to  have  been  committed  in  a  foreign  country,  might  resist  with  force  the 
party  attempting  to  make  the  seizure ;  and  if  the  resistance  ended  in  the 
loss  of  his  life,  the  seizing  parties  might  be  tried  for  murder,  and,  if  con- 
victed, might  be  executed.  It  was  desirable,  as  his  noble  and  learned 
friend,  Lord  Brougham,  had  declared,  that  a  power  should  be  established 
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by  which  one  country  might  be  enabled  to  seize  criminals  for  crimes  com- 
mitted in  others ;  but  such  a  right  must  be  founded  on  the  supposition 
that  the  laws  of  all  countries  were  reasonable  and  just,  for  no  country  was 
entitled  to  enforce  a  law  which  was  believed  to  be  fouTulcd  in  injustice. 
He  believed  that  the  states  of  America  had  refused  to  give  up  a  British 
subject  who  had  committed  forgery,  because  they  disapproved  of  the  punish- 
ment of  death  then  inflicted  in  this  country-  for  the  crime.  Till  the  laws 
in  each  country  were  such  a^  a  Christian  country  ought  to  adopt,  they 
could  not  be  enforced  by  one  another.  lie  could  not  help  expressing  his 
wish  tliat  the  distinguished  persons  who  were  at  the  head  of  the  jurispru- 
dence of  America  might  be  able  to  bring  the  law  of  America  into  this 
state ;  yet  he  could  not  but  observe  that  tlie  existence  of  slavery  itself,  and 
still  more  the  existence  of  the  slave-trade,  and,  above  all,  the  "encourage- 
ment to  that  trade,  formed  an  insuperable  difficulty  to  our  government 
entering  into  any  such  treaty,  or  persuading  the  legislature  to  consent  to 
such  a  law.  Any  state  of  the  law  in  such  a  country  might  involve  a  de- 
cision upon  a  question  of  slavery,  and  he  was  sure  that  the  government  of 
England  Mould  never  give  any  encouragement,  directly  or  indirectly,  to 
slavery ;  still  less  would  they  act  as  policemen  or  gaolers  to  enforce  the 
rights  of  the  master  over  the  slave;  they  would  rather  rejoice  that  200 
individuals,  who  had  been  reduced  to  a  state  of  slavery,  had  restored  them- 
selves to  liberty. 

Lord  Campbell  referred  to  an  opinion  imputed  to  him,  which,  he  assured 
the  House,  he  had  never  expressed ;  on  the  contrary,  from  the  earliest 
moment  he  had  studied  the  subject,  he  had  come  but  to  one  conclusion, 
and  to  that  conclusion  he  most  firmly  adhered.  By  the  law  of  nations  no 
foreign  state  had  a  right  to  make  such  a  demand,  and  by  the  mimicipal 
law  of  England  there  was  no  power  to  comply  with  it  if  made.  Upon  this 
subject,  pei-haps,  the  best  treatise  had  been  published  by  Mr  ^lalin,  of 
Gottingen,  who  put  the  question  in  the  clearest  point  of  view.  lie  laid  it 
down,  and  upon  that  there  could  be  no  doubt,  that  a  sovereign  might 
punish  foreigners  for  offences  committed  in  his  territory ;  but  he  added, 
"  There  is  no  case  in  which  a  sovereign  is  obliged  to  send  criminals  for 
punishment  into  their  own  country,  or  to  the  place  where  the  crime  was 
committed — not  even  if  they  had  "been  condemned  before  they  made  their 
escape."  As  to  the  other  question,  sui)posed  to  arise  out  of  the  facts  con- 
nected with  the  Creole,  he  supposed  that  no  more  would  be  heard  of  the 
claim  of  compensation  for  slaves  liberated  on  their  arrival  in  an  English 
port.  While  slavery  existed  in  any  of  the  territories  of  Great  Britain  the 
lex  loci  might  perhaps  prevail;  but  there  was  an  end  of  slaverv,  and  a 
slave  was  as  much  free  M'lien  he  arrived  in  the  Bahamas  or  at  Bermuda,  as 
if  he  had  reached  Portsmouth  or  Plymouth.  Xo  wrong  having  been  com- 
mitted, there  must  be  an  end  of  the  notion  of  compensation.  Such  was 
his  decided  opinion,  and  he  apprehended  that  the  government  of  the 
United  States  would  see  that  it  had  no  ground  of  complaint  whatever 
against  this  country. 

Lord  Cottenham  entirely  concurred  in  what  had  been  said  by  his  noble 
and  learned  friencL  He  had  yet  heard  nothing  to  the  contrary,  and  should 
wait  until  some  adverse  arguments  were  produced  before  he  thought  it 
necessary  to  trouble  the  House. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  said  he  had  been  consulted  upon  the  question,  as 
well  as  the  Attorney  and  Solicitor-general ;  and  without  pretending  to  state 
the  terms  in  which  their  opinion  had  been  given,  he  mi'jht  say  that  it  fuUv 
agreed  with  what  had  been  advanced  by  noble  and  learned  lords  who 
had  already  spoken.  He  did  not  think  that  a  second  opinion  could  be 
entertained. 
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Lord  Brougham  added,  that  tvo  other  noble  and  learned  friends,  Lords 
Wynford  and  Abinger,  not  now  present,  had  authorised  him  to  say  that 
their  opinions  entirely  coincided  with  those  already  expressed. 

{Fide  Proceedings  of  the  House  of  Lords,  14th  Februan,',  1842.) 


To  the  Secretary  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Anti-Slavery  Society. 

Neiv  Fork,  1st  Jjinl,  1842. 
Deab  Sir, — I  am  instructed  by  our  committee  to  express  to  you  their 
high  gratification  at  the  determination  of  your  government  not  to  surrender 
the  negroes  of  the  Creole,  either  as  felons  or  as  slaves.  It  is  now  under- 
stood that  their  surrender  will  not  be  insisted  on  by  our  cabinet,  but  that  a 
pecuniary  compensation  for  the  loss  of  these  human  chattels  will  be 
peremptorily  demanded. 

We  are  consulting  the  interests,  not  merely  of  humanity,  but  also  of  our 
country,  when  we  unhesitatingly  declare  our  earnest  wish  that  this  demand 
may  be  promptly  and  resolutely  refused.  It  would  tend  greatly  to 
strengthen  and  perpetuate  slavery  among  us,  were  other  nations  to  recog- 
nise oiu:  property  in  human  beings,  beyond  the  actual  jurisdiction  of  our 
slave  code. 

By  acceding,  moreover,  to  this  demand,  your  government  would  become 
in  fact,  to  a  very  great  extent,  insurers  of  our  American  slave-traders 
against  ship\\Teck  and  revolt.  This  American  slave-trade  is  a  most  inhu- 
man and  detestable  traffic,  little,  if  any,  inferior  in  atrocity  to  the  African 
trade  ;  and  our  slave-holders  are  exceedingly  anxious  to  compel  Great 
Britain  to  recognise  and  respect  it  as  a  legitimate  commerce. 

If  Portugal  still  authorised  the  slave-trade,  and  a  cargo  of  Africans 
should  happen  to  be  brought  into  London,  under  circumstances  like  those 
under  which  the  Creole  negroes  were  carried  into  your  West  Indies,  would 
the  British  nation  condescend  to  participate  in  the  accursed  commerce, 
by  calculating  and  paying  the  market  price  of  men,  women,  and  children? 

We  are  ha])py  to  assure  you  that  anti-slaverj'  principles  are  rapidly 
extending  at  the  north,  and  are  gaining  converts  even  at  the  south.  The 
anti-slavery  organisation  is  from  various  causes  less  efficient  than  formerly ; 
but  the  tone  of  public  opinion  is  decidedly  improved,  while  the  opposition 
to  us  has  diminished  in  strength  and  virulence. 

We  perceive  at  present  but  one  obstacle  to  our  ultimate  and  entire 
triumph,  and  that  is  the  possible  annexation  of  Texas  to  the  United  States. 
Should  this  renegade  republic  be  received  into  the  Union,  not  only  would 
the  permanency  of  slavery  be  secured  in  this  country,  but  the  curse  would 
probably  be  spread  over  ^lexico,  and  perhaps  far  beyond  it.  The  annex- 
ation is  the  last  hope  of  the  slave-holders,  and  to  effect  it,  their  agents  at 
Washington  will  endeavour  to  involve  this  country  in  a  Avar  with  Mexico 
— a  measure  which  they  justly  believe  would  result  in  a  union  with  Texas. 
The  abolitionists  will  do  their  best  to  avert  so  dire  a  calamity,  but  it  is 
uncertain  how  far  success  will  attend  their  efforts. 

We  shall  be  happy  to  receive  frequent  communications  from  you, 
and  to  co-operate  with  you  in  promoting  the  great  cause  of  human 
liberty. 

I  am,  Sir,  \exy  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

\  Simeon  S.  Jocelyx, 

Corresponding  Secretajfy   of  the  American   and  Foreign  Anti-slavery 
/  Society. 


no* 


I'^xtract  of  a  letter  from  Judj^e  Jay  to  Joseph  Sturge,  dated  New  York, 
Jan.  G,  1842. 

You  will  have  heard  before  you  receive  this,  of  the  affair  of  tlie  Creole, 
one  of  our  coasting  .slavers.  She  left  Virginia  for  New  Orleans  the  last  of 
October,  with  a  cargo  of  135  .slaves;  while  on  tlie  voyage,  the  .slaves,  or  a 
portion  of  them,  rose  on  the  crew,  and  after  a  .slight  struggle,  became  mas- 
ters of  the  vessel.  There  were  twelve  white  men,  and  only  one  was  killed. 
The  wounded,  including  the  captain,  were  humanely  treated  by  the  negroes, 
who  dressed  their  wounds.  The  vessel  was  carried  into  Nassau,  where  all 
tlie  slaves  were  liberated,  except  nineteen  concerned  in  the  "  mutiny,"  who 
were  confined  by  the  authorities  to  await  the  orders  of  the  home 
government. 

Our  slave-holders  are  in  great  wrath,  and  mean,  if  possible,  to  terrify 
your  government  into  a  surrender  of  the  nineteen  murderers,  that  they 
may  be  suspended  from  southern  gibbets  in  terrorem.  'ITiey  will,  no 
doubt,  be  demanded  in  i)eremi)tory  terms  by  our  minister  in  London.  In 
my  opinion,  this  surrender  would  be  most  disgraceful  to  Great  Britain, 
most  cruel,  wicked,  and  pusillanimous. 

Admitting  them  to  be  murderers,  by  what  law  is  your  government 
authorised  to  surrender  to  the  United  States  nineteen  human  beings  to  be 
put  to  death  ?  The  law  of  nations  does  not  require  it.  We  made  a  treaty 
with  you  in  1794,  by  which  each  party  agreed  to  surrender  murderers,  but 
that  treaty  expired,  and,  since  then,  we  nave  refused  to  surrender  mur- 
derers at  the  request  of  your  government;  as,  for  instance,  in  the  case  of 
the  two  Bamabees,  who  fled  to  this  country'  from  Ireland;  and  in  the  case 
of  one  Holmes,  who  committed  a  very  atrocious  murder  in  Canada.  Also 
in  the  case  of  the  Amistad  negroes  we  refused  to  surrender  the  alleged 
murderers  to  the  Spanish  minister. 

If  you  cannot  surrender  them  as  murderers,  can  you  as  fugitive  slaves? 
If  you  surrender  these  men,  on  what  plea  can  you  afford  protection  to  the 
12,000  fugitives  in  Canada?     Have  we  a  right  to  claim  favours  we  do  not 


reciprocate  ?  There  is  no  law  authorising  the  surrender  of  a  foreign  fugi- 
tive; and,  so  far  have  we  been  hitherto  from  clain  ing  the  surrender  oy 
you  of  fugitives  as  a  right,  that  we  once  offered  to  agree  to  surrender  all 


fugitives  from  your  "West  India  islands,  provided  and  on  condition  that 
you  would  bind  yourselves,  by  treaty,  to  surrender  such  slaves  as  might 
ilec  to  Canada.  I  mention  these  facts  that  you  may  see  that  the  claim  we 
shall  prefer  for  the  surrender  of  the  Creole  negi'oes  is  as  contrary  to  inter- 
national law  as  it  is  to  the  law  of  Almighty  God.  There  is  not  one  of  the 
slave-holders  who  are  now  thirsting  for  the  blood  of  these  negroes,  who 
would,  in  similar  circumstances,  have  scrupled  to  take  human  life.  Do  let' 
your  government  and  people  understand  the  true  state  of  the  case.  I  do 
hope  your  ministry  will  listen  to  the  dictates  of  justice,  humanity,  and 
national  honour. 


On  the  29th  January,  1842,  the  Hon.  Daniel  Webster,  Foreign  secre^ 
tary  of  the  United  States,  addressed  a  despatch  to  his  excellency,  Edward 
Everett,  Esq.,  the  resident  minister  of  that  country  at  the  British  court, 
instructing  him  to  demand  in  the  name  of  his  government,  not  the  resto- 
ration of  the  slaves  escaped  from  the  Creole,  for  that,  under  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case,  would  be  clearly  impossible — not  the  trial  of  that  por" 
tion  of  the  slaves,  nineteen  in  number,  who  stood  charged  with  piracy,  for 
that  would  be  equally  impossible ;  but  to  "  lose  no  time  in  calling  Lord 
Aberdeen's  attention  to  it  (the  case  of  the  Creole)  in  a  general  manner, 
and  giving  him  a  narrative  of  the  transaction,  such  as  maybe  framed  from 
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the  papers  now  communicated  (the  protests  made  at  Nassau,  New 
Orleans,  &c.),  with  a  distinct  declaration,  that  if  the  facts  turn  out  as 
stated,  this  government  thinks  it  a  clear  case  for  indemnification." 

In  connexion  with  this  hypothetical  demand,  the  hon.  gentleman  lays 
down  certain  positions,  in  conducting  his  argument,  utterly  subversive  of 
the  law  and  the  comity  of  nations,  and  equally  opposed  to  common  justice 
and  common  sense  ;  yet  on  the  plea  which  he  raises,  he  intimates,  that  a 
refusal  on  the  part  of  the  British  government  to  acquiesce  in  their  truth 
and  equity,  will  be  of  "  dangerous  importance  to  tiie  peace  of  the  two 
countries. 

So  extraordinary  a  document  could  not  fail  to  attract  the  attention  of 
philanthropists  and  statesmen  on  both  sides  the  Atlantic,  and  several  dis- 
sertations have  appeared  in  confutation  of  the  hon.  gentleman's  doctrine. 

Dr  Channing  opposes  Mr  Webster's  view  on  the  ground  of  its  immora- 
lity, and  says  "  his  doctrine  is  as  false  as  it  is  terrible."  After  having 
shown,  by  a  reference  to  the  practice  of  the  English  and  American  coiu-ts 
the  unsoundness  of  the  position  taken,  he  argues  the  question  on  moral 
grounds  in  terms  as  convincing  as  they  are  eloquent : — "  Let  us  view  it  in 
the  light  of  eternal,  universal  truth.  A  grand  principle  is  involved  in  the 
case,  or  rather  lies  at  its  very  foundation,  and  to  this,"  he  says,  "  I  ask 
particular  attention.  This  principle  is,  that  a  man,  as  a  man,  has  rights. 
Las  claims  on  his  race,  which  are  in  no  degree  touched  or  impaired  on  ac- 
count of  the  manner  in  which  he  may  be  regarded  or  treated  oy  a  particu- 
lar clan,  tribe,  or  nation  of  his  fellow-creatures."  This  noble  position  he 
sustains  by  a  series  of  admirable  remarks ;  and  coupling  them  with  the  fact 
that  "  slavery  is  the  creature  of  a  local  law,  having  power  not  a  hand- 
breadth  beyond  the  jurisdiction  of  the  country  which  ordains  it,"  he 
affirms  that  "  the  right  of  the  slaves  of  the  Creole  to  liberation  was  not  at 
all  touched  by  the  mode  in  which  they  were  brought  to  Nassau.  No  mat- 
ter how  they  got  there,  whether  by  sea,  land,  or  air  ;  whether  by  help  of 
saint  or  sinner.  A  man's  right  to  freedom  is  derived  from  none  of  these 
accidents,  but  inheres  in  him  as  a  man,  and  nothing  which  does  not  touch 
his  humanity  can  impair  it."  (Duty  of  the  Free  States,  &c.,  part  first,  pp. 
14—30.) 

Another  American  writer,  of  great  ability,  in  a  series  of  papers  pub- 
lished originally  in  the  New  Vork  American,  has  combated  the  assump- 
tions of  ^Ir  Webster,  with  great  force  of  argument  and  illustration,  and 
gives  the  result  of  his  inquiries  in  the  following  terms: — "1.  That  no 
national  law  or  comity  requires  or  authorises  tne  surrender  of  the  self- 
emancipated  negroes  of  the  Creole.  2.  That  in  demanding  the  surrender 
of  the  alleged  '  mutineers  and  murderers,*  and  indemnification  for  those 
coloured  people  who  escaped  at  Nassau,  we  ask  of  Great  Britain  what,  the 
case  being  reversed,  the  United  States  could  not  concede  to  her.  3.  That 
neither  the  local  law  of  Virginia,  nor  the  United  States'  laws,  which  in 
this  particular  case  can  onlv  be  co-operative  with  the  local  law,  can,  in 
such  a  case,  be  deemed  of  force  on  the  high  seas.  4.  That  the  settled  law 
of  England  entitled  every  human  being  on  board  the  Creole  to  freedom, 
the  instant  she  reached  the  port  of  Nassau,  and  that  diplomacy  and  policy 
cannot  over-ride  nor  nAllify  that  law.  5.  That,  in  point  of  fact,  the  re- 
volted slaves  of  the  Creole  cannot,  without  an  equal  abuse  of  language  and 
of  justice,  be  considered  or  treated  either  as  mutineers  or  murderers.  And, 
finally,  that  in  making  this  a  question  of  indemnification  between  the  two 
governments,  the  decision  of  peace  and  war  is  put  upon  an  issue  where 
Great  Britain  cannot  yield,  ana  which  the  sober  judgment  of  this  country 
cannot  ratify."  (The  Creole  Case,  pp.  37,  38.) 
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THE   CREOLK   NEGROES    LIBERATED. 

Nassau,  N.  P.,  April  16,  1842. 

A  special  session  of  the  Admiralty  Court  was  convened  this  day  to  hear 
the  charge  of  piracy  against  the  seventeen  negroes  imprisoned  from  the  Creole. 
The  Attorney-general  made  his  motion  for  dehiy  of  trial,  on  the  ground 
that  it  was  impossible  to  obtain  the  necessary  evidence  here,  and  offered 
for  the  perusal  of  the  Court  a  number  of  affidavits  of  the  captain,  mate, 
and  crew  and  passengers  of  the  Creole,  showing  that  sufficient  evidence 
could  be  procured  from  the  United  States  if  time  Avas  allowed. 

After  an  examination  of  the  testimony  offered,  the  Court  replied  that 
were  the  captain,  crew,  and  passengers,  as  set  forth  in  the  affidavits,  here 
present  to  testify  in  this  case,  they  should  consider  them  as  not  entitled  to 
Iselief  or  credit,  and  should  charge  the  jury  to  that  effect ;  and  that  no 
endence  could  be  procured  to  convict  the  prisoners  at  the  bar,  for  they 
were  perfectly  justified  in  the  course  pursued  on  board  the  Creole,  and 
were  about  to  be  set  free. 

The  Chief  Justice  then  addressed  the  ncm-oes  something  in  this  style: — 
"  It  has  pleased  God  to  set  you  free  from  the  bonds  of  slavery — may  you 
hereafter  live  the  lives  of  good  and  faithful  subjects  of  her  Majesty's 
government."     They  were  then  set  at  liberty  by  proclamation. 


No.  XX. 

DEPUTATION  TO  BRAZIL. 


Mr  Pilkington,  accompanied  by  his  wife,  left  England  for  the  Brazils 
in  the  month  of  December,  1839,  and  arrived  at  Kio  de  Janeiro  in  the 
following  Februar)-. 

For  some  months,  Mr  P.  prosecuted  his  inquiries  as  to  the  character 
and  extent  of  the  African  slave-U-ade  at  that  capital ;  he  afterwards  pro- 
ceeded to  Minas  Geraes,  where  are  situated  the  mines,  which  are  prin- 
cipally carried  on  by  various  companies  in  London,  and  which  are 
worked  by  slaves  the  'property  of  those  companies.  After  making  him- 
self acquainted  with  the  system  of  slavery  there,  he  visited  Bahia,  Per- 
nambuco.  Para,  and  Maranham,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  information 
relative  to  the  state  of  slavery  and  the  slave-trade  in  those  provinces. 

Fa  feiif  of  the  Slave-trade. — Mr  Pilkington,  during  his  stay  in  Brazil,  pro- 
cured an  account  of  the  movements  of  2G0  slavers,  which,  since  1835,  have 
sailed  from  Rio  de  Janeiro  alone.  Of  these,  he  found  that  189  were  Portu- 
guese ;  59  Brazilian ;  1 1  Americans ;  and  1  Hamburghese.  From  all  the  infor- 
mation he  could  obtain,  gathered  from  various  official  and  private  sources, 
he  estimated  that  the  number  of  negroes  introduced  between  the  years 
1833  and  1840,  inclusive,  was  about  one  million  !  The  government  derives 
no  direct  revenue  from  this  traffic,  but  indirectly  it  realises  a  return  from 
the  duty  of  fifteen  per  cent,  levied  on  all  goods  re-exported  to  the  coast  of 
Africa  from  Brazil.  This  duty  Mas  originally  laid  on  as  a  check  to  the 
slave-trader.  The  authorities,  from  the  highest  to  the  lowest,  with  some 
two  or  three  honourable  exceptions,  have  a  personal  interest  in  conniving 
at  this  infamous  traffic.  Mr  I'ilkington  was  informed,  by  the  Por- 
tuguese minister,  that  a  regular  tariff  of  fees  is  kept,  accorcling  to  the 
tonnage  of  the  slave  vessel,  for  the  different  public  officers.  From  other 
quarters  he  ascertained  that  public  officers,  high  in  rank,  were  not  only  in 
receipt  of  fees,  but  engaged  in  the  traffic.  The  justices  of  the  peace 
take  so  much  a-head  regularly  for  allowing  the  imported  Africans  to  land 
and  pass — from  £1  5s.  to  £3  10s.  each. 

The  general  condition  of  these  victims  of  cupidity  on  landing  is 
k2 
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emaciated  in  the  extreme — often  nothing  but  skin  and  bone — diseased  to 
an  awful  extent ;  suft'ering  from  ophthalmia  and  small  pox  ;  numbers  suf- 
fering from  nostalgia,  in  other  words,  dying  broken-hearted  from  separation 
from  kindred  and  country. 

Implication  of  British  subjects  in  the  Slave-trade. — The  interest,  says  Mr 
P.,  of  the  English  residents  in  the  traffic  may  be  exhibited  in  various  ways. 
1st.  In  the  wants  created  by  the  existence  of  such  an  extensive  trade  calling 
for  merchandise  of  all  kinds.  2nd.  In  the  direct  sale  of  English  manufactured 
cloths,  technically  called  coast  goods.  3rd.  In  direct  agency.  Of  these 
the  first  seems  to  be  the  least  exceptionable,  yet  not  without  a  heavy  share 
of  responsibility,  inasmuch  as  the  extensive  credit  given  to  purchasei-s  ena- 
bles them  to  turn  their  capital  over  and  over  again.  Of  this  class  he  had 
heard  of  one  firm  which,  on  a  conscientious  principle,  did  not  import 
coast  goods  ;  and  this  house  was  said  to  have  a  floating  credit  of  £200,000. 
The  second  class  has,  like  the  first,  the  responsibility  of  giving  exten- 
sive credit,  but  it  has  not  tlie  same  plea — viz.  "  that  their  customers  misap- 
ply the  funds  if  they  purchase  slaves  with  the  proceeds  ;"  for  these  sell 
directly  to  the  coast  merchants,  and  the  credit  is  amply  sufficient  to  allow 
of  the  slaves  being  imported  and  sold  ere  the  payment  becomes  due. 
The  third  class,  the  direct  agents,  or  consignees  of  vessels  engaged  in 
the  slave-trade,  has  been  discovered.  For  instance,  when  the  Recnperadnr 
sailed  for  Africa  with  a  cargo  of  English  goods,  the  drawback  Avas  claimed 
by  an  English  house.  The  claim,  however,  was  not  admitted.  The  vessel 
made  three  voyages,  and  was  at  length  captured  as  a  slaver  by  II.  M.  S. 
Grecian. 

The  negroes  purchased  for  the  use  of  the  English  gold  mines  were 
Africans  ;  and  the  supplies,  either  for  increased  labour  or  to  replace  those 
who  died,  or  were  killed  by  the  falling  in  of  mines,  &c.,  were  from  time  to 
time  of  the  like  description.  Many  have  suffered  from  the  efi'ect  of  season- 
ing. The  medical  officer  attached  to  one  of  the  mines  told  him  that  he  had 
no  idea  of  the  misery  which  new  slaves  endured  from  acclimatisation,  until 
he  witnessed  it.  This  was  further  confirmed  by  the  sacristaii,  or  sexton  of 
the  neighbouring  j)arish,  whose  office  it  is  to  attend  all  baptisms  and  burials. 
This  individual  informed  him  that  his  priest  had,  within  the  last  three 
years,  baptized  many  nejv  ne<rroes  for  the  English  vmie,  and  that  he  had 
since  buried  thirty-seven  of  them.  This  Mr  P.  supposed  to  have  been 
one-sixth  of  the  number  actually  piuchased. 

Such  are  the  evils  which  the  system  entails  upon  the  projmetors;  for, 
the  deeper  they  sink  their  workings  in  the  mine,  the  greater  is  the  number 
of  labourers  required,  and  tliese  cannot  be  supplied  but  by  newly-imported 
Africans.  Slaves  of  "good  character"  are  not  to  be  procured  in  sufficient 
numbers  ;  as  the  Creoles  (tliose  born  in  slavery)  are  considered  very  "  bad 
characters  ;"  and  the  ladiuos  (Africans  trained  to  slavery)  very  much  de- 
generated. For  tliis  reason  large  proprietors  look  to  the  slave-trade  for 
and  the  holders  of  these  shares  have  therefore  Jto  other 
increasing  demand  for  labour  shall  be  sHj)plied  from 


occasional  supplies, 
hoj)e  thanvhat  theii 
the  same  say.rce. 


English  sla^-~?-holders  in  Brazil. — Xearly  all  the  English  houKc-keei)crs 
are  owners  of  domestic  slaves,  Mhilst  several  are  considerable  proprietors 
of  estates  cultivated  by  these  imhappy  beings.  Amongst  the  latter,  Mr  V. 
would  class  the  Engl'ish  mining  companies,  five  of  which  held  2078  in 
1840: — viz.,  the  Brazilian  Im])crial ;  the  Bi'azilian  Comjiany  ;  tlie  Ma- 
canbas,  or  Cocaes  Company;  the  Minas  Geraes  Company;  the  St  Joao  del 
Rey  Company.  It  is  remarkable  that  the  Brazilian  company  is  principally 
conducted  by   two  naval   officers,   who  are   its   agents.     These  i)urchas« 
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Africans,  whilst  their  brother  officers  serv'ing  in  the  British  fleet  are  using 
everj-  efTort  to  suppress  the  inhuman  trade. 

In  speaking  of  the  treatment  of  slaves  in  the  English  gold  mines,  Mr  P. 
says,  —  It  must  be  distinctly  understood,  that  they  in  no  way  depart 
from  the  general  principle  of  comj)elling  their  slaves  to  work  when  they 
please,  where  they  please,  and  how  they  jnease,  whilst  they  withhold  all  the 
net  proceeds  of  their  regular  labour.  To  effect  this,  they  (to  use  their  own 
words,)  "  feed  them  well,  clothe  them  well,  and  flog  them  well."  This  last 
measure  is,  indeed,  a  matter  of  course  ;  for  unrequited  labour  cannot  be 
procured  without  coercion,  either  from  man  or  beast. 
•  Mr  P.  was  sorry  to  observe  that  Englishmen  follow  the  mistaken 
expediency  wliich  prevails  in  the  Brazils,  of  guardedly  keeping  their 
slaves  in  a  state  of  ignorance.  The  Imperial  Brazilian  mine  established  a 
school  about  three  years  ago,  but  soon  abandoned  it  in  consequence  of  the 
ilispleasure  of  their  neighbours.  Hence,  as  education  offers  the  only  bar- 
rier to  the  immorality  which  is  so  rampant  in  Brazil  as  even  to  destroy  the 
mind  of  the  untutored  African,  it  is  not  to  be  expected  that,  under  such  a 
system,  the  English,  or  any  other  set  of  men,  can  improve  the  character  of 
those  who  may  be  born  in  their  hands. 

On  the  general  treatment  of  slaves  in  Brazil,  Mr  P.  quotes  the 
authority  of  a  native,  as  contained  in  a  pamphlet  entitled  "  Memoria 
Analytica  a  cerca  do  Commercio  d'escravos,"  p.  43.  "  Atrocious  punish- 
ments are  common  amongst  us.  Nevertheless,  the  false  opinion  is 
])ropagated  that  wc  are  the  best  of  slave-masters.  If  we  be  the  most  mer- 
ciful, oh,  what  must  the  rest  be  !  On  the  great  sugar  estates  in  the  north 
of  Brazil  it  would  horrify  you  to  witness  tne  misery  of  the  slaves,  whose 
bodies,  covered  with  wounds,  sufficiently  indicate  the  treatment  of  which 
they  are  continually  the  victims.  In  the  provinces  of  Maranham  and  Pi- 
auhy,  with  which  we  are  particularly  conversant,  '  as  7iovenas,'  that  is, 
whippings  for  nine  succes*sive  days,  is  an  ordinary  punishment.  The  culprit 
is  fastened  to  a  cart,  and  there  receives  two  or  three  hundred  lashes  ;  the 
mangled  flesh  is  then  cut,  and  cayenne  pepper  and  salt  are  put  into  the 
wounds,  to  prevent,  as  they  suppose,  gangrene  and  corruption.  I  know  a 
man  named  Joao  Alvarcnga,  in  Piauhy,  who,  when  he  wished  to  get  rid  of 
a  slave,  ordered  him  a  '  novena,'  and  then  exposed  him  in  a  sack  to  the 
burning  sun,  where  the  unhappy  victim  was  further  tortured  to  death. 
The  punishment  of  the  tarniquete,  hand  and  neck  stocks,  thumbscrews, 
irons,  stocks,  and  many  other  instruments  of  punishment,  are  com- 
mon on  our  plantations  ;  and  even  in  our  cities  they  are  not  rare.  It 
might  be  supposed  that  wc  inherited  all  these  instruments  of  torture,  as  if 
they  had  been  in  use  only  in  barbarous  ages,  and  were  worthy  only  of 
tyrants  and  the  inquisition  ;  but  it  is  not  so.  The  art  of  torturing  is  much 
more  advanced  amongst  us.  To  expose  a  slave  for  a  whole  night  tied  to  a 
stake  over  an  ant's  nest  (as  is  customary  in  some  provinces),  or  on  a  cross, 
to  the  stinging  of  musquitos  (as  in  Rio  Grande  de  Sul),  are  refinements  of 
barbarity  peculiar  to  Brazil.     And  yet  we  are  the  best  of  masters." 

The  general  food  of  slaves  consists  of  jerked  beef  (beef  slightly  smoked 
and  dried),  farinha,  or  the  flour  of  the  manioc  root,  black  beans,  and  the 
fat  of  salt  pork.  But  the  quantity,  and  whether  all  these  articles  arc  given 
or  only  part,  depends  entirely  on  the  owner.  One  often  sees  in  newspa- 
pers, advertisements  of  damaged  and  unsaleable  goods,  as  beans,  farinha, 
&c.,  "para  escravos,"  for  slaves. 

For  clothing  they  are  entirely  dependent  on  the  master's  will:  it  gene- 
rally consists  of  a  coarse  cotton  shirt  and  trowsers,  with  the  addition  of  a 
woolen  shirt  for  bad  weather.  Fifty,  or  one  hundred,  or  more  males  are 
locked  into  a  large  barrack  or  bam  at  dark,  and  let  out  in  the  morning ; 
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and  no  check  or  semblance  of  control  over  any  abomination  resulting  from 
such  treatment.  In  the  government  iron  works,  in  the  province  of  St 
Paulo,  this  system  is  literally  adopted. 

In  the  field  the  women  are  mostly  employed  in  the  same  kind  of  labour 
as  the  men  ;  but,  of  course,  so  much  is  not  required  of  them  as  of  males. 
Very  little  care  is  taken  of  pregnant  females.  The  treatment  of  mothers 
entirely  depends  on  the  will  or  whim  of  the  master  or  manager.  In  the 
large  towns  or  cities  it  is  the  usual  practice  to  hire  out  the  mothers  as 
wet  nurses,  which  frequently  causes  the  death  of  the  infant. 

The  condition  of  the  aged,  infinn,  and  worn-out  slaves  is  often  very 
destitute.  AVhen  unfit  for  work  they  are  generally  turned  out  of  the 
house  by  their  master  (to  do  which  he  must  give  them  their  freedom),  to 
shift  for  themselves.  This  is  often  the  case,  also,  when  negroes  become 
blind,  or  otherwise  unserviceable. 

The  privations  of  slaves  are  indeed  innumerable  ;  suffice  it  to  say  that 
they  generally  are  in  a  condition  scarcely  superior  to  the  beasts  that  perish. 
Their  mental  culture  and  necessities  are  entirely  neglected. 

The  Portuguese  pamphlet,  "  Memoria  Analytica  a  cerea  do  Commercio 
d'escravos,"  contains  the  followhig  corroborative  evidence  :  "All  the  religion 
which  is  inculcated  in  Brazil  consists  of  certain  siqicrstitious  practices, 
mummriries,  and  absurdities.  Far  from  instructing  them  in  the  existence 
of  a  Supreme  Being  superior  to  all,  such  a  principle  would  not  suit  them. 
In  ordei\that  a  slave  owner  reign  with  sovereignty,  it  is  necessary  that  his 
slaves  be  Kei)t  in  ignorance  of  any  authority  superior  to  his  will.  Neither 
must  the  rewards  and  punishments  which  he  may  aMard  be  counterbalanced 
by  other  rewards  and  punishments,  such  as  religion  presents.  The  incul- 
cation of  such  precepts  would  weaken  the  master'^  authority,  and  also  be  a 
check  to  the  master's  vices. 

After  Mr  Pilkington's  return  to  Rio  de  Janeiro  from  the  northern  pro- 
vinces, having  considered  that  he  had  obtained  all  the  information  which 
inquiry  could  elicit,  he  felt  it  his  duty,  previous  to  his  departure  for  England, 
to  protest  against  the  evils  he  had  witnessed.  He  accordingly  published  an 
address  to  the  English  residents,  two  thousand  copies  of  which  in  Portu- 
guese, and  twelve  hundred  in  English,  were  extensively  distributed  by  him. 
This  called  forth  a  letter  from  a  lioman  catholic  priest,  which  suggested  to 
Mr  Pilkington  a  re])ly,  charging  the  Brazilian  church  with  slave-holding  and 
conniving  at  the  contraband  traffic  in  slaves,  of  which  he  published  and  cir- 
culated two  thousand  in  English  and  two  thousand  in  Portuguese.  A 
third  tract,  demonstrative  of  the  advantages  of  free  labour  from  the  results 
of  emancipation  in  the  British  "West  Indies,  being  extracts  from  the  letters 
of  Joseph  John  Gurncy  and  the  speech  of  John  Scoble,  was  also  published, 
and  two  thousand  copies  in  Portuguese  widely  circulated.  Bound  volumes 
containing  the  above  tracts  were  sent  to  the  emperor,  each  of  the  ministers 
and  senators,  and  a  large  number  of  officers  of  state,  and  other  influential 
persons  in  all  the  provinces.  The  discussion  arising  out  of  the  perusal  of 
these  tracts  elicited  much  valuable  information,  tendmg  to  confirm  Mr  Pil- 
kington's previous  observations,  and  from  several  respectable  Brazilians  he 
received  cheering  assurances  of  tlieir  entire  and  hearty  concurrence  with 
the  principles  developed  in  those  i)ublications. 

No.  XXI. 

UKl'L  TATION    TO    IIOLLA.XU. 
In  compliance  with  a  special  invitation  from  the  anti-slavery  committee, 
formed  at  Rotterdam,  J*Iessrs  Alexander  and  Scoble  ])roceeded  thither  to 
be  present  at  the  formation  of  a  general  Anti-slavery  Society  for  the  whole 
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of  the  Netherlands.  In  consequence,  however,  of  the  state  of  the  Ti'eather, 
they  were  prevented  arriving  in  time  to  meet  the  gentlemen  assembled 
together  from  Amsterdam,  Utrecht,  Leyden,  the  Hague,  and  Rotterdam. 
Hapj)y  as  they  Avould  liave  been  to  have  met  these  friends  of  humanity  on 
that  occasion,  they  the  less  regretted  having  done  so,  as  they  found  that 
the  formation  of  the  contemplated  society  had  been  deferred  in  conse- 
quence of  some  teclmical  objections  which  had  been  raised  thereto. 

Having  consulted  with  their  friends  at  Rotterdam,  the  deputation  felt  it 
to  be  their  duty  to  visit  some  of  the  principal  cities  of  Holland,  for  the 
purpose  of  communicating  with  such  friends  of  the  anti-slavery  cause  as 
they  might  find  in  them ;  and  of  diffusing  publicly,  as  opportunity  might 
be  afforded,  the  principles  of  the  society  they  represented  ;  and  to  give  such 
information  on  the  results  of  emancipation  in  the  British  colonies  as  might 
tend  to  silence  the  objections  of  the  pro-slavery  party  in  that  country. 

In  pursuance  of  this  determination  they  held  a  public  meeting  in  Rot- 
terdam, at  which  were  jircsent,  amongst  others,  IJaron  Mackay,  Judge 
Boghart,  Judge  Meertenden,  Van  Buren,  an  advocate,  two  of  the  remon- 
strant clergy,  and  two  naval  officers  ;  several  of  tlie  English  residents,  in- 
cluding the  Revs  Messrs  Marks,  Farebrother,  and  Miller,  were  also  present 
on  this  occasion. 

The  statements  of  the  deputation  were  listened  to  with  the  deepest  in- 
terest; and  they  have  reason  to  believe  that  the  generous  feelings  of  their 
friends  in  that  city,  not  only  received  a  new  impulse,  but  that  they  deter- 
mined to  prosecute,  with  unabated  earnestness,  the  great  Avork  in  which 
they  were  engaged. 

At  the  Hague  the  deputation  met,  by  appointment,  Messrs  Groen  Van 
Printserer,  Gefkins,  Eylout,  Dr  Capadose,  and  another  gentleman,  and 
had  an  opportunity  of  going  ven,-  fully  into  particulars  with  them  on  the 
various  points  connected  with  the  anti-slavery  question,  and  were  delighted 
to  find  that  the  s}Tnpathie9  of  those  gentlemen  were  strongly  enlisted  on 
behalf  of  the  suffering  and  oppressed  Previously  to  their  quitting  the 
Hague,  they  had  the  satisfaction  of  receiving  a  visit  from  M.  Van  Damm 
van  Isselt,  the  president  of  the  second  Dutch  chamlicr,  an  enlightened  and 
devoted  friend  of  humanity,  who  had  long  interested  himself  in  the  cause 
of  the  slave.  This  gentleman  assured  them  that  his  influence  and  his  ser- 
vices would  always  1)e  cheerfully  given  in  promoting  the  abolition  of 
slavery  in  the  dependencies  of  Holland. 

At  Leyden,  by  the  kind  assistance  of  Professor  Tiedcmann,  and  M.M. 
Bodel  Niewhuis  and  Fleming,  the  deputation  were  enabled  to  meet  a  party  of 
influential  gentlemen  connected  with  the  university  of  that  city,  as  well 
as  other  persons  of  eminence.  Among  these  Avcre  present,  beside  the 
above-named  gentlemen,  Dr  I.  F.  Van  Oordt,  professor  of  theology;  Drs 
Rutgers  and  P.  O.  Van  der  Chys,  professors  of  philosophy  and  belles  Ict- 
ti-es,  I.  Van  der  Horen,  professor  of  natural  history ;  Messrs  Kupplehout, 
Van  der  Hops,  Van  Herkel ;  and  the  Rev.  Messrs  Derwent,  Dutch  re- 
formed, and  Doyer,  Mennonite,  clergymen.  The  deputation  addressed 
them  at  considerable  length  on  the  object  of  their  visit,  and  were  assured 
by  Professor  Van  Oordt,  in  the  name  of  those  present,  of  the  deep  interest 
they  felt  in  it,  and  their  anxiety  to  co-operate  in  all  proper  ways  for  its 
accomplishment. 

ITience  the  deputation  proceeded  to  Amsterdam,  where  tliey  had  the 
pleasure  of  meeting,  among  others,  the  following  gentlemen :  Messrs  I.  F. 
de  Neufville,  an  advocate,  OudcnmuUer,  the  proprietor  of  one  of  the 
largest  estates  in  Demerara,  Koenen,  Bienfait ;  the  Revs  Messrs 
Jamieson,  Ingram,  and  Murdoch  ;  and  Mr  Mollet,  a  member  of  the  society 
of  Friends  ;  before  whom  they  laid  the  state  of  the  anti-slavery  question. 
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As  might  be  supposed,  they  had  to  encounter  some  of  the  adversaries  of 
abolition,  as  well  as  its  timid  friends ;  but  they  rejoice  to  be  able  to  add 
that  there  also  they  found  many  enlightened  and  influential  advocates  of 
human  freedom. 

In  consequence  of  information  from  England,  Mr  Alexander  found  it 
necessary  to  return  home,  leaving  Mr  Scoble  to  prosecute  the  remainder 
of  the  tour  through  Holland,  alone.  lie  proceeded  from  Amsterdam  to 
Utrecht,  where  he  had  the  pleasure  of  meeting  a  party  of  ladies  at  the 
house  of  Madame  la  Baronne  Tuyll,  and  subsequently,  through  the  kind 
assistance  of  Professor  Ackersdyke,  a  party  of  gentlemen  at  his  hotel. 
Among  those  present,  besides  the  professor  above  named,  were  Messrs 
Swellengrebel,  Van  der  Velde,  Van  Goltstein,  Hendrlksen,  Iloltius,  jun., 
and  Vreede,  who  generally  expressed  themselves  the  decided  friends  of 
abolition. 

.  Thence  Mr  Scoble  proceeded  to  Groningen,  where,  warmly  seconded  by 
M.  Hayunga.  formerly  chief-justice  of  Surinam  and  judge  of  the  Mixed 
Commission  Court,  he  was  enabled  to  meet  Drs  I)e  Groot  and  I'areau, 
professors  of  theology  ;  and  Dr  Star  Numan,  professor  of  natural  law  in 
the  university  of  that  city  :  and  subsequently  had  a  deeply  interesting  pub- 
lic meeting  at  the  hutel  du  Doelen,  at  which  his  excellency  Baron  llengers, 
governor  of  the  province  presided.  There  were  present  at  this  meeting, 
Drs  H.  K.  Ilayunga  and  Xuman  ;  Dr  II.  O.  Feith,  member  of  the  Court 
of  Ap|)eal  of  the  province  of  Groningen  ;  Dr  II.  L.  A\'ickcrs,  King's  attor- 
ney ;  Dr  De  llanits,  advocate,  and  member  of  the  city  council;  M.  Jappe, 
surveyor  of  the  province  ;  Dr  Schnciter,  gymnasii  rector  ;  Dr  Meyer,  pro- 
fessor of  historj- ;  Dr  H.  Neinhuis,  professor  of  civil  law  ;  M.  Hencke, 
/teacher  of  languages;  Captain  Cool,  royal  navy;'  and  MM.  Van  Panhuys, 
'Hurrelbrink,  A.  Ilayunga,  and  Abarda.  The  interest  taken  by  these  gen- 
tlemen in  the  matters  submitted  to  their  consideration  was  of  the  liveliest 
kind ;  and  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  Groningen  will  be  second  to  no  city 
in  Holland,  in  its  efforts  for  tlie  abolition  of  slavery. 

AVith  scarcely  an  excei)tion,  the  deputation  found  much  to  encourage 
them  in  theii-  public  etibrts  in  every  city  they  visited  ;  and  in  their  pri- 
vate intercourse  with  individuals  they  were  gratified  in  observing  that  the 
principles  they  advocated  were  generally  admitted.  They,  however,  found 
that  the  principal  difficulties  urged  against  the  immediate  emancipation  of 
the  slaves  in  the  Dutch  colonies  were,  the  impossibility  of  finding  public 
funds  to  indemnify  the  planters  for  the  loss  of  their  slaves ;  and  the  neces- 
sity of  preparatory  measures  for  raising  them  from  their  present  state  of 
moral  degradation.  To  these  difficulties  the  deputation  ojjposed  the  fol- 
lowing considerations  : — First,  that  if  the  question  of  compensation  could 
be  entertained  at  all,  it  ought  to  be  considered  entirely  apart  from  that  of 
abolition,  as  it  was  admitted  to  be  both  inhuman  and  unjust  to  hold  men 
in  bondage  ;  and  secondly,  that  the  fitness  of  men  for  freedom  did  not 
consist  in  any  culture  that  could  be  given  them  as  slaves,  but  in  their 
ability  to  take  care  of  themselves,  which  it  was  admitted  they  could  do. 

In  retixrning  to  Kotterdam,  Mr  Scoble  had  an  opportunity  of  again 
seeing  many  of  the  friends  of  the  abolition  cause  in  the  various  towns 
through  which  he  passed,  to  Avhom  he  imparted  the  results  of  his  tour ; 
and  concluded  his  visit  to  Holland  by  a  satisfactory  public  meeting  in  that 
city. 

it  is  due  to  M.  I.  F.  de  Neufville  of  Amsterdam,  and  M.  OuAverkcrk  de 
Vrees  of  Ziest,  to  say  that  they  have  produced  two  excellent  jiamphlets  on 
the  emancipation  of  slaves  in  the  British,  and  on  the  condition  of  slaves  in 
the  Dutch  colonies,  and  suggesting  measures  for  their  deliverance  from 
bondage  also. 
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The  deputation  are  firmly  convinced  tliat  -when  once  the  question  of 
abolition  shall  have  taken  hold  of  the  public  mind  in  Holland,  the  doom 
of  slavery  is  sealed.  It  is,  therefore,  a  matter  of  the  greatest  importance 
that  no  occasion  should  be  lost  of  enlightening  the  people,  and  of 
bringing  under  the  consideration  of  the  legislature  this  most  important 
subject. 


No.   XXII. 
UEPITATION  TO  FRANCE. 

llie  French  society  for  tiic  abolition  of  slavery  having  invited  a  depu- 
tation from  the  various  anti-slavery  associations  in  this  country  to  attend 
a  public  meeting  to  be  held  at  the' Hotel  de  Villc,  Paris,  on  Monday,  the 
7th  of  March,  1842,  for  the  purpose  of  deliberating  on  the  best  means  of 
abolishing  slavery  in  the  French  colonies,  and  throughout  the  Avorld,  the 
following  deputies  were  appointed  : — for  the  British  and  Foreign  Anti- 
slaverj-  Society,  Josiah  Forster,  Jose])h  Sturge,  G.  W.  Alexander,  J.  Scoble, 
and  J.'  II.  Ilinton  ;  for  Bath,  W.  Blair,  and  C.  Stuart ;  for  the  Birmingham 
Anti-slavery  Society,  J.  Sturge ;  for  Bristol,  11.  Frv  ;  for  Devonshire,  J. 
Scoble;  for  Dublin,  I).  O'Connell,  B.  11.  Madden,  IVI.D.,  and  C.  Cockran ; 
for  East  Suffolk,  H.  Taylor ;  for  Edinburgh,  J.  Dunlop ;  for  Glasgow,  A. 
Harvey;  for  Hitchin,  J.  Forster;  for  Leeds,  T.  Scales;  for  Liverpool,  E. 
Cropper;  for  O.xford,  B.  Godwin;  for  Rochester,  F.  Wheeler;  for  South- 
amjiton,  J.  Clarke,  Sen.,  J.  Clarke,  Jun.,  and  E.  Palk  ;  for  Woburn,  B. 
Wiffen. 

Of  these  the  only  persons  absent  were  Messrs  O'Connell,  Blair,  and  Fry, 
the  last  being  detained  by  ill  health. 

It  was  not  until  their  arrival  in  Paris  that  it  became  known  to  any  of 
the  deputies  that  the  French  government  had  interposed.  Under  these 
neM-  circumstances  it  was  theii-  unanimous  sentiment  to  place  themselves 
in  the  hands  of  their  French  friends,  with  a  readiness  to  act  precisely  in 
such  a  manner  as  might  appear  to  tliem  most  conducive  to  the  good  of  the 
cause  which  all  had  at  heart,  and  not  without  hope  that  their  visit  mi^ht 
yet  be  productive  of  equal  or  greater  benefit.  In  the  forenoon  of  Saturday 
the  de])uties  who  had  arri\  cd  had  a  visit  from  M.  Isambert,  the  secretary 
of  the  French  society,  who  gave  them  a  most  cordial  reception,  and  in- 
^-ited  the  whole  body  to  dine  with  him  in  the  evening.  On  this  occasion 
the  general  sentiments  of  the  deputies  were  freely  expressed  by  Messrs 
Forster,  Sturge,  Scoble,  and  others,  and  were  cordially  responded  to  by 
M.  Isambert.  In  turn  he  gave  a  full  explanation  of  the  circumstances 
Avhich  had  arisen,  and  stated  that  the  French  society  were  to  meet  on  the 
following  day,  to  determine  on  the  course  which  they  should  i)ursue. 

On  Monday  morning  the  deputies  met  for  consultation.  At  this  meeting 
it  was  proposed,  and  idtimately  agreed  to,  that,  as  there  would  be  no  pub- 
lic assembly,  an  address  should  be  prepared  with  a  view  to  publication, 
briefly  recording,  in  an  official  form,  the  sentiments  they  would  have  de- 
sired to  express.  A  document  of  this  kind  was  prejjarcd,  and  left  in  the 
hands  of  the  French  society,  in  order  that  such  use  of  it  might  be  made  as 
should  seem  most  expedient. 

At  this  time  it  was  announced  that,  at  their  sitting  of  the  previous  day, 
the  French  society  had  agreed  on  an  answer  to  the  letter  of  the  Minister 
of  the  Interior  on"  the  subject  of  the  public  meeting;  and  had  resolved 
both  to  receive  the  deputation  ofliiclally  at  a  private  meeting  on  Wednes- 
day morning,  and  to  entertain  them  at  dinner  on  the  evening  of  the  same 
day.     The  two  documents  to  which  we  have  just  referred  we  shall  here 
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lifesent  to  our  readers,  as  putting  them  into  possession  of  the  whole  case. 
Th^  letter  of  the  Minister  of  the  Interior  is  as  follows  : — 

Paris,  Office  of  the  Minister  of  the  Interior, 
March  Ut,  1842. 
Monsieur  le  Due, — I  am  informed  that  the  society  for  the  abolition  of 
slavery,  of  which  you  are  the  president,  proposes  to  hold  a  public  session 
on  the  7th  of  this  month,  to  which  some  foreign  deputations  will  be  ad- 
mitted. The  government  does  full  justice  to  the  honourable  motives  of 
the  society ;  it  appreciates  the  work  of  humanity  which  it  seeks  to  accom- 
plish, and  in  which  it  has  declared  itself  disposed  to  co-operate  :  but,  after 
the  reports  which  have  reached  me,  I  fear  that  this  meeting,  under  present 
circumstances,  may  be  attended  with  some  inconvenience,  and  may  lead, 
perhaps,  to  results  very  different  to  those  which  the  members  of  the  soci- 
ety desire  to  obtain.  You  will,  I  hope.  Monsieur  le  Due,  agree  with  me 
that  it  will  be  expedient  to  postpone  the  proposed  meeting.  I  desire  also 
to  believe  that  the  society  will  see  in  this  communication  only  a  measure 
of  prudence.  No  feeling  of  mistrust  of  its  intentions  enters  into  the 
thoughts  of  the  government.  Accept  the  assurances  of  my  high  con- 
sideration. 

(Signed)         Duchatkl,  ^linister  of  the  Interior. 

Certified  copy  of  the  original  deposited  in  the  archives  of  the  society. 

IsAMBEKT,  Secretary. 

In  reply,  the  society  addressed  to  the  Minister  of  the  Interior  the  follow- 
ing minute  ; — 

Sitting  of  the  6th  of  March,  1842. 

The  society,  having  received  from  its  ])residentthe  letter  of  the  Minister 
of  the  Interior,  under  date  of  the  1st  of  March,  relative  to  the  postpone- 
ment of  the  public  meeting  announced  for  the  7th  instant,  has  adopted  the 
following  resolution. 

The  society  is  assured  that  the  measure  of  police  which  has  been  notified 
to  it  has  been  dictated  neither  by  the  nature  of  the  object  Avhich  it  pro- 
poses to  attain — since  the  minister,  in  his  letter,  denominates  it  a  work  of 
humanity,  and  announces  that  the  government  is  disposed  to  co-operate  in 

it nor  by  the  intentions  which  have  suggested  the  proposed  meeting, 

since  the  minister  renders  ample  justice  to  these  intentions. 

It  has  remarked  that  the  only  motive  alleged  by  the  minister  for  the 
adjournment  is  the  fear,  that,  under  existing  circumstances,  the  meeting  to 
which  the  foreign  deputations  were  invited  may  give  rise  to  inconveniences, 
and  lead  to  results  contrary  to  those  which  the  society  itself  desires  to 
obtain. 

Under  these  circumstances,  the  society  declares  that  it  has  not  either  to 
scrutinise  or  to  discuss  the  motive  of  the  measure  which  has  been  commu- 
nicated to  it.  It  is  no  judge  of  the  necessities  of  police  which  have  dic- 
tated it.     It  can  only  submit  to  the  injunction  which  has  been  laid  on  it. 

It  hopes  that  the  foreign  deputations  wliich  it  had  invited,  and  who  have 
not  hesitated  to  respond  to  the  anpeal  which  it  made  them  in  the  name  of 
religion  and  humanity,  will  readily  excuse  it  for  not  having  been  able  to 
foresee  such  an  emergency,  and  accept  its  lively  expressions  of  regret.      _ 

If,  however,  from  the  measure  of  adjournment  to  which  the  society  is 
obliged  to  submit,  it  should  be  concluded  that  the  great  and  sacred  cause 
of  the  abolition  of  slavery  has  not  the  warm  and  general  sympathy  of  the 
population,  the  society  would  feel  it  its  duty  Icudlv  to  protest  against  such 
an  inference,  equally  contrary  to  truth  and  to  the  honour  of  the  country. 

The  society  knows  that  the  sentiments  which  animated  France  half  a 
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century  (siiie^,  jind  which  inspired  the  founded  of  our  liberties,  have  hot 
changed.  The  profound  conviction  wliich  the  society  has  of  the  per- 
manency of  these  sentiments  is  the  source  both  of  its  energy  and  its  hope. 
It  affirms  that  the  responsibility  of  the  unexpected  prohibition  which 
prevents  it  from  rendering  a  solemn  account  of  its  labours  and  prospects  in 
a  public  meeting,  must  be  confined  to  a  few  interested  parties  who  think 
themselves  threatened  ;  and  that  no  blame  whatever  can  be  justly  attached 
to  the  population,  in  the  midst  of  whom  this  demonstration  Avas  to  have 
taken  place. 

Certified  copy  of  the  minute, 

IsAMni'HT,  Secretary  of  the  Society. 

On  Tuesday  evening  the  deputation  had  a  twofold  engagement.  A  por- 
tion of  them  were  entertained  by  the  Duke  de  liroglie,  the  president  of 
the  French  abolition  society ;  and  had  the  pleasure  of  meeting  M.  de 
Villemain,  minister  of  public  instruction;  Baron  Kossi,  peer  of  France;  M. 
Passy,  &CC.,  kc.  At  a  later  hour  the  whole  deputation  assembled  at  a 
soiree  at  the  house  of  M.  Lutteroth,  one  of  the  members  of  the  society, 
where  they  met  many  other  persons  of  distinction. 

The  meeting  of  the  society  was  held,  according  to  appointment,  on 
Wednesday  morning  at  eleven,  the  Duke  de  Broglie  occu])ying  the  chair 
until  one  (when  his  attendance  was  required  in  the  chamber  of  Peers),  and 
afterwards  M.  Passy.  The  entire  British  deputation  was  present ;  as  were 
also  Count  Frolich,  a  member  of  the  Swedish  diet,  and  M.  de  Tourguenoff, 
a  former  minister  of  the  Emperor  Alexander,  who,  with  his  brother,  had 
come  to  concert  a  plan  for  the  emancijjation  of  the  Russian  serfs,  and  who 
has  himself  offered  to  emancipate  three  hundred  peasants.  The  attendance 
of  the  society  was  very  numerous. 

After  the  introduction  of  the  British  deputies  by  name,  Mr  Forster 
said  that  they  had  cheerfully  responded  to  the  invitation  of  their 
Paris  friends  ;  that  no  commercial  motives  influenced  them  ;  that  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  British  and  Foreign  Societv  Mere  solely  of  a  moral,  pacific, 
and  religious  character  ;  that  they  meddled  not  with  the  right  of  search, 
which  was  a  question  between  governments  ;  that  they  struck  at  the  root 
of  the  evil  by  aiming  at  the  abolition  of  slavery,  that  so  the  slave-trade 
might  cease.  The  deputation  called  upon  France  to  unite  Avith  them,  de- 
siring that,  in  this  labour  of  love,  they  might  act  as  one  body,  without  any 
national  distinction ;  and  under  a  conviction  that,  if  this  were  done,  it 
would  have  a  powerful  eff'ect  upon  Spain,  Holland,  the  United  States,  &-c. ; 
and  not  only  so,  but  that  this  measure  would  re-act  upon  France,  and,  by 
an  act  of  national  humanity  and  justice,  elevate  the  moral  character  of 
their  own  people.  lie  went  on  to  say  that  God  had  made  of  one  blood 
all  nations  of  men  ;  that  Christ  had  died  for  all  men  ;  that  these  religious 
principles  actuated  his  countrymen  ;  and  that,  as  soon  as  men  should  act 
upon  the  divine  law,  "  A\'hatsoever  ye  would  that  men  should  do  to  you, 
do  ye  even  so  to  them,"  slavery  must  cease  for  ever. 

M.  Passy  said.  No  one  in  France  either  can,  or  does,  suspect  the  honour- 
able motives  which  animate  the  English  delegates.  The  feeling  which 
animates  the  abolition  societies  of  the  two  nations  develops  itself  more  and 
more  ;  the  spirit  Avhich  has  produced  them  will  survive  them  ;  it  Avill  sur- 
vive the  object  to  which  the  members  of  these  societies  have  devoted  them- 
selves. The  English  abolitionists  have  urged,  carried  along,  subjugated 
the  will  of  their  government ;  thev  have  made  it  associate  the  interests  of 
morality  with  political  interests  ;  but  this  victory  has  not  satisfied  them. 
The  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  English  colonies  has  been,  in  their  eyes, 
only  the  first  step  towards  the  complete  emancipation  of  the  human  race. 
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They  pursue  this  object;  they  wish  that  throughout  the  entire  world  man 
should  enjoy  the  chief  good,  liberty — that  in  no  part  man  should  be  the 
property  of  man  ;  and  their  persevering  efforts  bear  witness  to  their  courage 
and  their  hopes.  AVe  also  shall  soon,  without  doubt,  attain  the  end  which 
has  already  been  attained  by  others  ;  but  the  spirit  of  co-ojjeration  which 
will  have  produced  this  happy  result  will  lead  us  to  new  exertions  in  favour 
of  the  classes  who  toil  and  suffer.  It  is  thus  that  the  feeling  which  has 
generated  abolition  societies  Avill  perpetuate  itself,  and  will  be  able  every- 
where to  prepare  for  the  human  race  a  better  destiny. 

The  documents  borne  by  the  deputies  were  then  presented;  one  of  which, 
on  behalf  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Anti-slavery  Society — a  letter  from 
Thomas  Clarkson — was  read  to  the  assembly,  and  rendered  into  French 
by  the  Duke  de  Broglie.  He  referred  in  the  course  of  his  letter  to  his 
friendship  with  Larochefocauld-Liancourt,  Condorcet,  Lafayette,  and  Pe- 
tion;  and  to  his  visit  to  France  in  1789.  He  added  that,  having  survived 
Wilbcrforce,  he  hoped  before  he  died  to  see  slavery  abolished  in  the  colo- 
nies of  France,  Sjiain,  Holland,  ])enmark,  and  SMcden. 

M.  Frolich  then  rose,  and  read  a  paper  on  the  subject  of  the  attempts 
made  to  procure  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  Swedish  island  of  St  Bar- 
tholomew. 

The  otlier  British  deputies  proceeded  to  liand  in  their  respective  docu- 
ments, in  doing  which  some  remarks  were  made  by  Mr  Dunlop  of  Edin- 
burgh, the  llev.  A.  Harvey  of  Glasgow,  and  ])r  Madden  of  Dublin. 

The  Key.  A.  Harvey,  deputy  from  Glasgow,  adverted  to  that  city  having 
been,  at  one  time,  deeply  implicated  in  the  support  of  slavery  l)y  its  con- 
nexion with  the  "West  Indies,  and  to  the  difficulties  the  abolitionists  had 
there  to  contend  with ;  adding  that,  when  they  once  saw  the  sinfulness  of 
slaverj-  in  the  sight  of  God,  they  had  not  been  behind  any  in  efforts  to 
put  it  down. 

Dr  Madden  said  he  was  charged  with  an  expression  of  the  regret  of 
Daniel  O'Connell  at  not  being  able  to  attend  the  meeting,  as  he  had 
intended  ;  which  he  the  more  particularly  lamented,  as  he  had  desired 
to  tiike  some  steps  towards  engaging  the  French  clergy,  and  es- 
pecially the  Archbishop  of  Paris,  to  second  the  cause  of  emancipation. 
In  the  opinion  of  Mr  O'Connell  the  influence  of  the  catholic  clergy 
Avould  be  all-powerful,  if  they  would  unite  their  efforts  to  those  of  the 
political  men  who  did  themselves  honour  by  labouring  in   such  a  cause. 


Dr  Madden  stated  also  some  facts  which  he  had  ascertained  from 


nal  observation,  respecting  the  slave-trade  and  slavery  as  existing  ni  the 
French  colonies  on  the  coast  of  Africa.  This  address  also  was  rendered 
into  French  by  the  Duke  de  Broglie,  who  took  the  o])portunity  of  saying 
that  the  slave-traduig  to  Avhich  l)r  Madden  had  referred  had  been  disap- 
proved by  the  government,  and  would  not  be  repeated. 

Mr  Sturge  thought  that  the  exanijjle  of  France  would  be  even  more 
influential  with  the  United  States  tlian  that  of  England.  From  personal 
observation,  he  considered  that  the  American  people  liad  a  jealousy  of 
England,  which  they  did  not  entertain  respecting  France.  Having  also 
visited  the  West  Indies  during  the  i)eriod  of  the  apprenticeship,  he  could 
bear  a  further  personal  testimony  to  the  fact  of  its  entire  failure.  He  hoped 
no  similar  experiment  would  be  made  by  France. 

Mr  Scoble  then  rose,  and  spoke  particularly  of  the  results  of  emancipa- 
tion in  the  English  colonies.  These  results  have  equalled  the  most  sangume 
expectations  of  the  abolitionists.  It  had  been  proved  that  no  i)lanter  had 
suffered  from  the  vengeance  of  the  blacks.  Insun-ections,  formerly  so 
frequent,  have  ceased.  At  present  a  moiety  of  the  troops  formerly  neces- 
sary is  sufficient  to  insure  the  tranquillity  of  the  colonies,  and  the  security 
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of  their  inhabitants.  The  value  of  property  has  increased  ;  labour  is  more 
easily  obtained,  and  in  greater  abundance.  "Where  the  planters  have  acted 
towards  the  blacks  with  liberality,  and  are  interested  in  their  well-being, 
the  estates  arc  cultivated  20  or  25  per  cent  cheaper  than  in  the  time  of 
slavery.  The  pro])rietors  have  then  gained  in  every  way.  AVith  respect 
to  the  slaves,  they  have  not  merely  been  liberated.  Those  who  jjrocured 
them  their  liberty  have  occupied  themselves  with  the  means  of  elevating 
them  from  the  state  of  physical  and  moral  degradation  in  which  the  t)  ranny 
of  their  masters  too  often  retained  them.  The  blacks  themselves  liave 
seconded,  to  the  best  of  their  ability,  the  efforts  of  their  benefactors.  Du- 
ring the  period  of  slavery  these  poor  creatures  often  deserted,  and  fled 
amidst  a  thousand  dangers  ;  now  they  devote  themselves  to  their  laboiw, 
and  attach  themselves  to  their  habitations.  The  negroes  are  daily  casting 
away  vices  inlierent  in  slavery  ;  they  themselves  unite  in  the  work  of  their 
moral  regeneration.  They  iiave  a  desire  to  ])ossess  property,  and  have 
bought  a  large  quantitv  of  land.  In  Demerara  they  have  purchased  no 
less  than  oOO  lots  of  land,  for  which  they  have  paid  £21,000  sterling. 
They  are  frugal,  and  have  for  the  most  part  money  in  the  savings'  bank. 
At  the  same  time  the  commercial  prosperity  of  the  colonies  is  incontestably 
increased.  The  greatest  part  of  the  estates  which  had  been  abandoned  for 
want  of  labourers  are  now  cultivated.  The  im])orts  have,  generally  speak- 
ing, augmented  one-third  ;  tliey  have  increased  in  the  last  five  years  three 
millions  sterling ;  and  thus  the  commerce  of  Great  Britain  has  participated 
in  the  benefit  of  emancipation.  In  a  single  commodity,  sugar,  there  has 
been  a  diminution  in  the  exports  ;  this  diminution  is  temporary  ;  it  is 
owing  on  the  one  hand  to  two  yeai's  of  drought,  and  on  the  other  to  rea- 
sons which  can  occasion  no  regret.  In  the  time  of  slavery  the  women 
were  employed  in  the  painful  culture  of  the  cane ;  with  or  against  their 
will,  they  must  labour  ;  the  whip  was  ready  to  give  them  either  courage 
or  cheerfulness.  Even  their  children  were  forced  to  dig  the  earth  by  their 
side.  At  present  they  are  deprived  of  this  resource;  there  are  fewer  hands 
tied  to  the  hoc,  and  there  is  less  produce.  The  women,  now  free,  devote 
themselves  to  the  care  of  the  house,  and  of  the  family  who  have  been  born 
to  them  ;  they  occupy  themselves  in  the  education  of  the  ehildi-en,  whom 
they  no  longer  rear  for  the  market.  Those  who,  even  at  the  age  of  ten  or 
eleven,  were  formerly  employed  in  most  severe  tasks,  are  now  sent  to  the 
schools,  where  lessons  of  order  and  morality  are  inculcated  on  them. 
These  facts  are  of  a  nature  to  rejoice  all  the  friends  of  emancipation  ;  thev 
are  attested  by  witnesses  the  most  unexceptionable  ;  the  planters  then - 
selves,  M'hom  Sir  Scoble  had  visited,  have  not  hesitated  to  acknowledge 
the  happy  results  of  free  labour.  There  are  those,  even,  who,  Mithout  the 
indemnity  which  they  have  received,  would  still  regard  as  a  benefit  the 
change  in  the  condition  of  tlieir  former  slaves.  The  speaker  concluded  by 
j)roposIng  some  questions  on  the  subject  of  the  abolition  of  slavery  in 
France — on  the  hopes  entertained  by  its  advocates — on  the  obstacles  which 
it  may  have  to  encounter — and  on  the  relation  borne  to  it  by  the  domestic 
manufacture  of  sugar  from  beet- root. 

The  address  of  Mr  Scoble  evidently  excited  great  attention,  and  was 
immediately  rendered  into  French  by  M.  Passy  with  great  accuracy  and 
felicity.  M.  Passy  then  immediately  proceeded  to  answer  the  questions 
which  had  been  proposed,  a  task  which  no  one  could  have  undertaken 
with  more  force  or  authority.  In  France,  said  he,  the  aff'airs  of  the  colo- 
nies engage  but  hltle  attention;  the  greater  number  of  persons  arc  unac- 
quainted with  what  relates  to  them,  and  the  care  of  them  is  left  almost 
entirely  to  the  local  administration,  under  the  control  of  official  men. 
Slaverj-  itself  does  not  hold  so  prominent  a  place  as  it  ought  in  public 
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opinion.  Ita  mischievous  and  melancholy  effects  are  remote,  are  but  little 
known,  and  do  not  excite  that  attention  -which  tliey  deserve.  It  is,  there- 
fore, by  the  government  that  the  cause  of  emancipation  must  be  pleaded 
and  defended.  Founded  only  in  1833,  the  abolition  society  has  already 
obtained  important  advantages  ;  composed  chiefly  of  members  of  the  two 
chambers,  it  has  promptly  acquired  a  considerable  influence.  Two  legisla- 
tive propositions  have  emanated  from  it,  the  principal  object  of  which  was 
to  explain  and  familiarise  its  sentiments  by  discussion.  The  result  an- 
swered their  expectation  :  the  government  has  subsequently  formed,  for 
inquiry  into  colonial  legislation,  a  commission,  on  which  it  has  placed 
many  members  of  the  society,  and  the  superintendence  of  which  it  has 
confided  to  their  president  himself.  This  commission  had  suspended  but 
has  resumed  its  labours,  of  which  the  conclusion  will  be  the  emancipation 
of  the  slaves  in  our  colonies.  We  are  allowed  to  hope  that,  in  the  next 
session,  the  chambers  will  be  engaged  by  the  government  itself  on  this 
great  question,  and  that  human  liberty  will  find  in  the  midst  of  them  nu- 
merous and  eloquent  defenders. 

After  the  speech  of  'SI.  Passy,  ^Ir  G.  W.  Alexander,  the  treasurer  of 
the  British  and  Foreign  Anti-slavery  Society,  adckessed  the  meeting,  ex- 
pressing his  earnest  hope  that  the  cause  of  abolition  would  be  pursued  witli 
a  decree  of  vigour,  animated  by  the  remembrance  of  the  incalculable  mi- 
series which  were  suff'ered  every  day  during  its  progress. 

The  meeting  was  concluded  by  a  short  address  from  M.  Odillon  BaiTot, 
a  vice-president  of  the  French  society,  in  which  he  said  that  the  question 
of  abolition  was  to  be  regarded  as  either  theoretical  or  practical — as  one  of 
principle,  or  as  one  of  means  of  execution.  As  a  question  of  principle  it 
had  been  already  decided.  Slavery  was  to  be  abolished.  As  a  practical 
question  it  was  now  lying  in  the  hands  of  the  government,  whose  business 
it  was  to  devise  the  means  of  its  execution.  He  added  some  remarks  on 
the  position  of  the  catholic  clergy;  and  closed  by  saying,  with  much  ani- 
mation, that  it  would  be  a  glorious  day  for  the  world  when  there  should  no 
longer  be  a  slave  in  it. 

In  the  evening  there  sat  down  to  dinner  about  eighty  gentlemen,  M. 
Pas'<y,  vice-president  of  the  society,  being  in  the  chair.  After  dinner,  M. 
Passv,  in  a  lew  words,  expressed  to  the  British  deputies  the  cordiality  with 
which  they  were  received  in  Paris,  as  coadjutors  in  the  great  cause  of  hu- 
man freed'om,  and  then  called  on  Mr  Scoble  to  address  the  assembly  on 
behalf  of  the  deputation. 

Mr  Scoble  spoke  at  considerable  length,  and  was  heard  with  great 
interest.     He  was  followed  by  M.  ^I.  Lamartine  and  Odillon  Barrot. 

On  Thursday  morning,  the  deputation  had  the  pleasure  of  breakfasting 
with  nearly  thirty  gentlemen  of  colour,  resident  in  Paris,  whom  they  liad 
invited  for  this  purpose  to  their  hotel.  In  this  company  were  included 
M.  M.  L'Instant,  of  Hayti ;  Schcelcher,  from  Martinique;  Bissette,  editor 
of  the  Revue  des  Colonies;  the  Abbe  Goujon,  from  Martinique  ;  the  Abbe 
Angelique,  about  to  go  to  that  island ;  together  with  several  young  men  from 
various  parts  of  the  West  Indies,  pursuing  their  studies  at  the  Polytechnic 
School  at  Paris  with  a  view  to  return.  Several  of  these  friends  expressed 
their  sentiments  after  breakfast  in  a  very  pleasing  manner ;  and  some 
gave,  from  personal  knowledge,  a  most  melancholy  account  of  slavery  in 
the  French  colonies,  especially  in  Cayenne.  On  the  whole,  the  deputies 
were  much  interested  with  this  interview ;  and  regarded  with  much  grati- 
fication the  pledges  it  aflbrded  of  the  approaching  elevation  of  the  whole 
coloured  race. 

In  the  evening  a  portion  of  the  deputies  dined  with  M.  Guizot,  the  nii- 


iiister  of  foreign  affaii-s,  and  they  cannot  but  acknowledge  the  frank  and 
cordial  courtesy  they  received. 

The  above  naurative  will,  we  trust,  afford  information  to  our  friends 

generally,  and  secure  for  the  deputation  the  ai)probation  of  those  on  whose 
ehalf  they  acted.  At  Paris  they  were  placed  in  delicate  circumstances, 
in  which  it  might  have  been  easy  to  do  mischief;  and  the  caution  by  which 
this  has  been  happily  avoided,  can  scarcely  be  without  its  advantages. 
Disappointed  of  the  public  meeting  which  they  had  been  invited  to  attend, 
they  did  their  utmost  to  promote,  by  such  means  as  were  left  to  them,  the 
great  cause  to  which  they  were  devoted.  In  the  acceptance  of  the  perso- 
nal courtesies  which  were  heaped  upon  them,  they  did  not  forget  their 
grand  object.  Eveiywhere  the  anti-slavery  cause  was  with  them  a  promi- 
nent topic  of  conversation ;  and  the  free  intercourse,  of  which  they  had 
copious  o])portunities  with  so  many  men  of  distinction  in  France,  must 
have  effectively  tended  to  propagate  the  views  entertained  on  this  side  of 
the  channel ;  and  to  increase  the  amount,  already  very  considerable,  of 
moral  and  generous  feeling,  by  M'hich  the  great  measure  of  abolition  will 
finally  be  carried  through. 

At  the  same  time,  the  journey  of  twenty  gentlemen  to  Paris  on  such  an 
object,  from  various  and  distant  parts  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  must 
be  a  demonstration  to  France  of  the  deep  interest  felt  in  this  countrj'  on 
the  subject  of  emancipation;  and  to  French  abolitionists,  in  particular,  of 
the  great  importance  which  is  attached  to  their  proceedings.  They  will 
not  fail  to  be  convinced  by  it,  how  earnest  our  hopes  and  expectations  are, 
not  merely  that  slavery  in  the  French  colonies  shall  be  abolished,  but  that 
it  shall  be  abolished  in  a  manner  so  speedy,  and  on  principles  so  just,  that 
an  example  shall  thus  be  given  to  the  nations,  and  an  impulse  to  the  cause, 
which  neither  the  love  of  power  nor  the  lust  of  gain  shall  be  able  to  resist. 
No  nation  can  have  a  nobler  calling  than  France  has  at  this  moment. 
And  we  have  but  one  desire  for  her — it  is,  that  she  may  prove  herself  wor- 
thy of  it. 

After  the  general  departure  of  the  deputation  for  England,  Messrs 
Alexander  and  Wiffen  proceeded  to  Spain  for  the  purpose  of  promoting 
the  cause  of  abolition  in  that  country;  and  Mr  Scoble  remained  in  Paris, 
in  anticipation  of  an  interview  with  his  Majesty  the  K^ing  of  the  French, 
to  present  the  volume  containing  the  record  of  the  proceedings  of  the  great 
Anti-slavery  Convention  held  in  London,  in  June,  1840.  During  the  period 
he  thus  waited,  he  was  favoured  with  intervicMS,  among  others,  with  the 
Abbes  de  Samennais  and  Fayet,  both  of  whom  he  found  much  interested 
in  the  anti-slavery  cause.  He  had  the  great  satisfaction  also  of  a  long 
conversation  with  M.  Arago,  whose  enlightened  opinions  in  the  cause  of 
human  liberty  are  not  exceeded  by  his  noble  achievements  in  science. 
Mr  Scoble's  interview  with  the  King  of  the  French  gave  him  the  ojjportu- 
nity,  not  merely  of  j)resenting  the  volume  to  which  reference  has  been 
made,  but  of  meeting  the  various  objections  which  were  started  to  the  imme- 
diate and  complete  emancipation  of  the  slaves  in  the  French  colonies,  and 
of  respectfully  and  earnestly  pressing  upon  his  Majesty  the  great  duty  of 
delivering  ever)-  portion  of  the  French  empire  from  the  curse  and  degra- 
dation of  slavery. 


No.  XXIII. 

DEPUTATION    TO    SPAIX   AND    PORTUGAL. 

On  the  return  of  Messrs  G.  W.  Alexander  and  B.  Wiffen  from  their  for- 
mer journey  to  Spain,  they  had  met  with  warm  and  intelligent  friends  of 
Uie  slave  at  Toulouse  and  Montauban,  in  the  south  of  France.    Among 
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these,  there  may  be  mentioned  MM.  Courtois,  brothers,  bankers  at  the 
former  place  ;  and  pastors  Felice  and  Monod,  residing  at  the  latter.  They 
availed  themselves  of  the  opportunity  afforded  of  again  visiting  these  places 
on  their  way  to  the  eastern  part  of  Spain.  It  was  cheering  to  them  to  find 
that  the  interest  which  had  been  manifested  by  those  whom  they  had  the 
pleasure  of  meeting  on  a  former  occasion,  was  still  felt,  and  had  perhaps 
been  increased  by  a  more  intimate  knowledge  of  the  subject  of  slavery, 
obtained  through  the  medium  of  various  publications  which  had  been 
supplied  to  them.  "We  may  here  express  our  desire,  that  the  leaders  of 
the  anti-slavery  cause  in  France,  who  complain  of  the  want  of  interest  felt 
in  this  question  in  that  country,  would  adopt  some  means  of  diffusing  there, 
much  more  generally  than  has  yet  been  done,  a  knowledge  of  the  horrors 
of  slavery.  If  these  steps  were  taken,  we  cannot  but  believe  that  the  en- 
lightened" and  humane  public  of  France  would  be  no  longer  liable  to  so 
great  a  reproach,  as  is  involved  in  the  charge  of  an  indifference  to  the  into- 
lerable wrongs  of  more  than  2<50,000  of  their  unoffending  fellow  subjects 
held  in  bondage  in  distant  colonies. 

The  first  place  which  our  friends  visited  in  Spain,  was  Barcelona.  They 
were  glad  to  find  that  in  this  important  town,  there  are  persons  who  re- 
main earnestly  desirous  that  the  cruelties  and  iniquities  involved  in  the 
continuance  of  slavery  and  the  slave-trade  in  the  colonies  of  Spain,  should 
be  terminated.  Tliey  hope  that  measures  will  be  taken  to  spread  these 
just  and  humane  sentiments,  notwithstanding  the  adverse  influence  and 
efforts  of  slave-traders  and  slave-owners,  in  a  town  which  is  more  largely 
connected  with  Cuba  by  commercial  relations  than  any  other  in  the  penin- 
sula. Within  a  few  months  past,  an  address  has  been  presented  by  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  in  Barcelona,  to  the  government  of  Spain,  praying 
for  the  continuance  of  slavery  in  the  West  Indian  possessions  of  that  coun- 
try. This  address  has  been  prepared  in  conformity  with  a  request  for- 
warded from  the  Havana.  It  may  not  be  improper  to  remark  here,  that 
addresses  of  the  same  description  and  origin  have  been  presented  from 
similar  bodies  in  some  other  towns.  We  believe  that  the  active  members 
of  the  associations,  designated  by  the  imposing  name  of  Chambers  of 
Commerce,  consist  generally  of  a  small  number  of  individuals.  It  might  be 
Avortli  while  to  inquire  what  portion  of  those  who  have  signed  these  dis- 
graceful documents  are  slave-traders  or  slave-holders,  or,  by  commercial 
or  other  relations,  are  induced  thus  to  lend  themselves  to  the  continuance 
of  the  dreadful  system  of  negro  bondage.  Some  copies  of  the  French 
edition  of  J.  J.  Gurney's  "  Winter  in  the  West  Indies,"  and  a  few  other 
publications,  were  distributed  before  leaving  Barcelona. 

At  Madrid,  where  the  deputation  stayed  about  two  weeks,  they 
made  calls  on  various  influential  persons,  and  were  glad  to  find  tliat 
several  of  those  whom  they  had  the  ])leasure  of  seeing  on  a  former 
occasion,  were  still  zealously  affected  in  tlie  cause  of  abolition.  They  be- 
lieve that  anti-slavery  principles  are  gaining  ground  among  intelligent  and 
liberal  pci'sons  in  the  capital  of  Spain,  notwitlistanding  the  efforts  of  the 
interested  apologists  of  slavery,  and  tlie  unfounded  fears  vhich  they  en- 
deavour, not  wholly  without  success,  to  excite  in  the  community.  It  is  a 
painful  circumstance,  and  one  which  reflects  dishonour  on  the  public  i)res.s 
of  Madrid,  that  newspapers  generally  are  unwilling  to  admit  any  articles  in 
favour  of  the  rigliteous  claims  of  tlie  slave.  It  is  surely  no  mean  argument 
for  the  justice  of  a  cause,  when  such  means  are  resorted  to  in  order  to 
prevent  its  triimiph.  Truth  does  not  fear,  but  courts  discussion,  when 
fairly  conducted,  because  its  claims  will  thus  become  more  apjjarcnt.  Error 
and  wickedness,  on  the  other  hand,  shun  this  ordeal,  and  seek  their  appro- 
priate refuge  in  ignorance,  or  the  sophistries  which  they  weave  to  conceal 
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their  hateful  deformity.  Two  niodeni  upologios  for  slavery  in  the  Si)anisli 
•olonies  have  recently  appeared,  one  entitled,  "Memoria  sobre  la  cscla- 
vitud,"  by  Marina  Torrentes;  the  other,  "Los  Esclavos  in  las  Colonias 
Espanolas."  by  tlie  Countess  Merlin.  The  latter  is  a  translation  from  an 
article  which  originally  ajjpeared  in  the  "KcvucdeDeux  Mondes,"a  French 
periodical. 

Neither  of  these  pamphlets  arc  calculated  to  inflict  injury  on  the  cause 
which  they  have  ventured  to  attack,  when  read  by  jjcrsons  having  a 
moderate  knowledge  of  the  subject  of  which  they  treat.  It  is,  however, 
desirable  for  the  sake  of  the  less  informed  and  unreflecting,  that  the  serious 
inaccuracies  which  they  contain,  and  their  fallacious  reasoning,  should  be 
exposed.  Some  very  important  admissions  are  made,  among  which  are 
two  which  occur  in  tlie  w  ork  of  the  female  writer,  who,  we  understand,  is 
a  Creole.  One  of  these  is  the  dreadful  fact  of  an  exccs|»-of  ten  i)er  cent  iii 
the  number  of  deaths  over  births,  in  the  slave  population  of  Cuba.  This 
destruction  of  human  life  is  attributed,  to  a  considerable  extent,  to  the 
deaths  which  occur  among  those  who  are  recently  imported  from  Africa  ; 
but  how  easy  is  it  to  see,  that  the  existence  of  slavery,  with  its  effect  in 
keeping  down  the  number  of  the  wretched  bondsmen  by  its  severities  and 
demoralisation,  is  a  constant  incentive  to  this  imjjortation.  It  is  also 
allowed  that  tlierc  is  little  inducement  to  form  marriages,  owing  to  the 
liability  of  husband  and  wife, and  parents  and  children,  to  be  separated,  and 
that  little  is  done  to  discourage  the  prevailing  licentiousness;  yet  a 
female  does  not  blush  to  advocate  the  continuance  of  this  murderous,  im- 
moral, and  unnatural  system  !  The  only  palliation  that  we  can  find  for 
such  sentiments  is,  that  the  Avriter  has  been  exposed  to  that  deplorable 
influence  upon  the  heart  and  character  which  arises  from  living  in  a  slave 
country,  and  which  appears  to  be  scarcely  less  fatal  to  humanity  and  vii'tue 
on  thc'part  of  the  oppressor,  than  to  life  on  that  of  the  oppressed.  _  In  the 
work  of  Torrentes,  who  is  a  member  of  the  Spanish  Cortes,  the  desire  of  a 
gi-eat  majority  of  the  inhabitants  of  Cuba,  that  the  slave-trade  should  be  con- 
tinued, is  frankly  acknowledged,  and  an  attempt  is  made  to  palliate  or  to  defend 
this  horrid  traffic.  We  are  glad  to  learn  that  Torrentes'  book  is  likely  to 
have  a  reply  from  one  of  his  countrymen. 

In  the  above  paragraph  it  will  be  seen  that  the  words,  '•  inhabitants  of 
Cuba  "  (Cubanos),  refers  only  to  the  free  part  of  the  ])oi)ulation.  How 
unworthy  are  persons  liolding  such  sentiments  of  the  name  of  freemen,  or 
of  the  liberty  which  they  jjosscss  ! 

It  is  highly  desirable  that  pains  should  be  taken  to  circulate  exten- 
sivelv,  coriect  information  of  the  true  character  of  slavery  and  the 
actual  results  of  cmanciiiation,  in  Madrid  and  throughout  Spain.  Im- 
pressed with  the  importance  of  these  objects,  the  deputation  gladly  availed 
themselves  of  the  ()])portunity  of  putting  into  circulation,  in  the  capital  of 
Spain  and  elsewhere,  Dr  Maddcn's  address  to  the  Anti-slavery  Convention, 
which  has  been  translated  into  the  Spanish  language,  and  J.  J.  Guniey's 
"  Winter  in  the  West  Iiulics,"  already  noticed.  They  hope  that  these 
works,  and  others  of  a  similar  tendency,  will  be  more  generally  placed  iji 
the  hands  of  persons  who,  from  their  character,  may  be  likely  to  take  an 
interest  in  the  abolition  cause,  and  especially  those_  of  this  description 
•whose  position  in  society  may  qualify  them  to  render  it  important  service. 
There  is  reason  to  believe  that  attention  to  this  subject  will  not  be  wholly 
neglected.  Before  leaving  Madrid,  the  deputation  sought,  through 
A.  Aston,  Esq.,  the  British  ambassador,  an  audience  with  the  Kegent 
of  Spain.  The  request  was  graciously  granted,  and,  on  this  occa- 
sion, they  represented  to  the  Regent  'the  deep  interest  which  they, 
in  common  with  the  numerous  friends  of  the  negr-o  in  England,  felt  in 
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the  ftbolition  of  slavery  and  the  slave-trade  in  the  colonies  of  Spain.  They 
also  stated  their  conviction  that  the  termination  of  slavery  Avas  the  only 
measure  that  could  be  relied  upon  to  terminate  the  traffic  m  the  persons 
of  their  fellow-men,  and  that  tnis  measure  was  no  less  in  accordance  with 
sound  policy  than  the  requirements  of  humanity  and  justice.  They  repre- 
sented to  the  distinguished  person  they  were  permitted  to  address  their 
conviction  that,  by  conferring  liberty  on  the  slaves,  this  large  portion  of 
the  population  of  the  Spanish  AVest  Indies  would,  in  the  most  effectual 
manner,  be  attached  to  the  parent  state,  and  the  peace  and  lasting  welfare 
of  these  valuable  possessions  greatly  augmented. 

The  deputation  cherish  the  hope  that  their  appeal  to  the  humane  and  en- 
lightened sentiments  of  the  Regent  of  Spain  will  not  be  unproductive 
of  benefit.  At  the  same  time  they  are  aware  that  the  abolition  of 
slavefy  and  the  slave-trade,  in  countries  in  which  these  evils  exist, 
requires  a  decision  and  firmness  which  has  seldom  been  found  in  rulers, 
imless  powerfully  supported  by  the  virtuous  portion  of  their  subjects, 
owing  to  the  influence  of  slave-holders  strenuously  directed  to  prevent 
the  removal  of  those  wrongs  and  cruelties  to  which  they  have  been 
accustomed. 

At  Seville,   the    deputation    made  several    calls,  and   were   obligingly 

Eermitted  to  meet  at  the  office  of  the  Scii/la7io  (a  daily  paper  pub- 
shed  at  Seville),  for  the  purpose  of  an  exchange  of  sentiment  with 
some  friends  of  the  editor,  and  a  few  other  persons.  On  this  occasion 
the  necessity  and  duty  of  the  abolition  of  the  slave-trade  and  slaver)-  in 
the  colonies  of  Spain  were  strongly  stated,  and  approved  by  some 
who  Were  present.  A  larger  number  were  apparently  opposed  to 
the  abolition  of  slavery,  and  many  objections  to  such  a  proceeding  were 
advanced.  The  time  occupied  in  making  these  objections  was  so  consider- 
able as  to  afl"ord  scarcely  any  opportunity  for  a  reply.  Mr  Alexan- 
der, therefore,  after  his  return  to  England,  prepared  a  full  answer  to 
these  objections,  Avhich  was  published  in  the  columns  of  Serillano.  The 
deputation  felt  much  obliged  by  the  courtesy  shown  them  by  the  editor 
of  this  paper,  and  cannot  doubt  that  the  cause  of  tnith  and  justice  will  be 
promoted  by  the  examination  of  the  subject,  if  both  parties  engaged  in  it  are 
fully  and  fairly  heard.  "While  at  Seville,  they  had  the  satisfaction  of 
an  interview  with  the  aged  Eishop  elect  of  Cordova,  resident  there.  They 
were  ^lad  to  find  in  the  bishop  a  decided  friend  of  the  negro,  and  one  who  had 
manifestly  devoted  considerable  attention  to  the  subject  of  emancipation. 
He  had  been  a  member  of  a  commission  appointed  by  the  government  of 
Spain  about  ten  years  since,  at  the  suggestion  of  that  of  England,  to  con- 
sider the  practicability  and  means  of  effecting  the  abolition  of  slavery  in 
the  Spanish  colonies.  This  commission  appears  to  have  produced  no  other 
fruit  than  that  of  increasing  the  knowledge  of  the  bishop,  with  whose  con- 
versation our  friends  were  much  delighted,  on  the  subject  which  had  been 
thus  particularly  brought  under  his  notice.  That  the  commission  did  not 
take  any  effectual  steps  towards  the  promotion  of  the  object  to  which  its 
consideration  Avas  directed,  appears  to  have  been  owing  to  the  injurious 
influence  of  a  rich  slave-holder.  It  is  a  singular  practice  on  the  part  of 
governments,  in  considering  the  subject  of  the  abolition  of  slavery,  to  at- 
tach considerable  weight  to  the  o])inions  of  slave-holders,  although  these 
persons  are,  on  such  occasions,  judges  in  their  own  case,  and,  like  all  other 
individuals  in  similar  circumstances,  cannot  be  regarded  as  impartial. 
There  is  another  reason  why  they  should  be  listened  to  with  much  distrust. 
They  are  universally  persons  chargeable  with  moral  delinquency,  in  with- 
holding from  their  labourers  the  just  reward  of  their  toil;  and,"  in  a  vast 
number  of  instances,  they  are  oflenders  against  the  laws  of  the  land,  in 
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their  conduct  towards  thoir  slaves,  and  by  the  encouragement  of  slave- 
trading. 

At  Cadiz  a  similar  opi)ortuiiity  was  afforded  to  that  which  had  occurred 
at  Seville,  of  pleading  the  cause  of  the  negro.  This  took  place  in  the 
presence  of  about  twelve  persons,  including  some  female  friends,  at  the 
residence  of  Senor  Llorente,  the  editor  of  the  (ilobe,  a  newspaper  published 
at  Cadiz.  On  this  occasion  the  greatest  urbanity  and  kindness  was  ma- 
nifested towards  them,  and  they  believe  that  some"  good  has  resulted  from 
tlie  conference  Avhich  took  place.  The  books  which  were  distributed  Avill 
also,  it  is  hoped,  serve  to  promote  and  deepen  an  interest  in  the  anti- 
slavery  cause. 

Tlie  deputation  now  embarked  for  Lisbon,  where,  through  the  courtesy  of 
Lord  Howard  de  Walden,  they  were  favoured  with  an  opportunity  of 
seeing  the  Duke  of  Terceira,  and  the  other  ministers  of  the  crown  in  that 
countrv,  together  with  several  of  the  distinguished  individuals  who  have 
formerly  occupied  those  offices,  including  the  Duke  of  Palmella,  the  Viscount 
Sa  de  Bandeira,  Rodrigo  da  Fonseca  Magilhaens,  and  Silva  Carvalho.  In 
a  similar  way  they  obtained  an  audience  with  the  patriarch  of  the  Roman 
catholic  church  at  Lisbon,  the  nuncio  of  the  Pojie,  and  the  Queen's  almo- 
ner. In  the  course  of  the  interviews  thus  obtained  thev  were  truly 
gratified  to  find  that  the  impolicy  and  cruelty  of  the  slave-trade  and  slavery 
■were  to  a  great  extent  admitted,  especially  in  reference  to  the  existence  of 
these  great  evils  in  the  foreign  possessions  of  Portugal,  in  Africa,  and  the 
East.  It  was  also  stated  by  the  various  members  of  the  government  that 
their  anxious  and  energetic  endeavours  arc,  and  have  been,  directed  to  the 
suppression  of  the  slave-trade,  and  that  many  instances  have  occurred  of 
slavers  having  been  captured  by  Portuguese  vessels  of  war.  They  were 
gratified  in  hearing  from  several  of  the  eminent  and  enlightened  persons  on 
whom  they  called,  an  avowal  of  the  conviction  that  the  only  way  in  which 
the  slave-trade  can  be  effectually  destroyed  is  the  abolition  of  slavery;  be- 
cause they  hope  that  as  this  just  conviction  is  more  generally  felt  it  will 
increase  the  interest  which  already  exists  in  the  termination  of  slaver)', 
and  add  to  the  energy  of  tliose  efforts  which  are  at  present  made  for  this 
humane  and  righteous  object.  The  deputation  were  cheered  in  finding  that 
the  Viscount  Sa  de  Bandeira  not  only  possessed  a  considerable  knowledge 
of  the  anti-slaverv' question,  and  was  in  possession  of  various  English  pub- 
lications on  this  subject,  including  the  Anti-slavcrtj  Bcporter,  which  he  is 
in  the  habit  of  receiving,  but  that  he  intends  to  introduce  in  the  legisla- 
ture of  Portugal  a  measure  for  the  abolition  of  slaven,-  in  the  possessions 
of  that  countrv  in  India.  Before  their  departure  from  Lisbon  they  had 
the  high  gratification  of  an  interview  with  Count  La^Tadia,  a  member  of 
the  upper  house  of  the  Portuguese  legislature,  who  received  them  Avith 
great  kindness  and  cordiality,  and  expressed  a  deep  interest  in  the 
objects  of  their  visit  to  Portugal.  Count  Lavradia  stated  that  he  had  from 
a  very  early  period  of  his  life  entertained  anti-slavery  sentiments,  and  that 
he  had  felt,  and  still  feels,  a  deep  interest  in  the  promulgation  of  Christian 
truth  in  Africa.  This  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  unhappy  descendants  of 
that  continent  had  induced  him  to  study  one  of  their  languages;  but  his  hope 
of  being  able  to  adopt  measures  for  their  improvement  had  been  rendered 
abortive  by  the  insuperable  difficulties  and  dangers  in  carrying  out  such 
an  object,  resulting  from  the  prevalence  of  the  slave-trade.  ITie  Count 
infowned  them  that  he  had  been  in  Brazil  in  early  life,  where  he  had 
an  opportunity  of  seeing  the  impolitic  character  of  slavery  as  well  as  its 
injustice.  lie  stated  that  the  Portuguese  laws  in  reference  to  .slaverj- were 
more  mild  than  those  of  Spain,  but  that  they  were  not  sufficient  to  protect 
the  slave,  because  the  leaning  of  the  judge  was  generally  or  always  in 
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lavom-  ol"  the  niastor ;  a  just  description  of  tliat  which  takes  place  in  all 
slave  countries,  and  the  mockery  of  justice  where  these  helpless  bondsmen 
are  concerned.  The  deputation  received  much  attention  and  kindness 
from  several  of  their  countrymen,  Mho,  as  in  other  lands,  Avere  found 
to  SAmijiathise  in  efforts  made  to  promote  the  termination  of  those  atro- 
cities which  had  been  too  long  countenanced  by  their  own  government. 
Among  those  from  whom  they  received  much  attention  and  assistance 
they  feel  it  due  to  mention  Henry  Southern,  Esq.,  the  sccretaiy  of  the 
British  legation  at  Lisbon  ;  AVilliam  Payant,  ]"^sq. ;  and  Dr  Lovelf. 

On  a  review  of  their  proceedings,  the  dcj)utation  feel  much  satisftiction  in 
the  endeavour  they  haA  e  made  to  promote,  in  the  countries  they  have  visited, 
the  carrying  out  of  those  great  principles  of  humanity  and  justice  which 
are  promulgated  in  the  gospel  of  Christ ;  and  the  fulfilment  of  which,  uni- 
versally and  entirely,  they  believe  to  be  absolutely  necessary  to  the  true 
happiness  and  welfare  alike  of  individuals  and  of  states. 


No.  XXIV. 

SWEDISH    SLAVERY. 

The  following  jjajjer  was  read  by  Cotmt  Frolich  at  the  meeting  of  the 
French  Anti-slavery  Society,  at  which  the  British  deputation  attended  : — 

The  little  island  of  St  Bartholomew,  being  the  only  colony  which  belongs 
to  Sweden,  thesuliject  of  slavery  in  it  offers  but  a  small  circle  to  the  moral 
or  political  activity  of  the  Swedes  ;  but  a  particular  circumstance  has  ren- 
dered it  still  more  contracted. 

In  1812,  the  government  then  being  of  opinion  that  the  small  ultra- 
marine possession  in  question  -would  be  morq  ])rofitably  administered  for 
the  state  if  it  had  no  connexion  with  the  newly-established  constitutional 
legislation,  the  general  states  were  persuaded  to  confer  the  whole  adminis- 
tration on  the  Prince  Royal,  with  the  sole  condition, thatno  debt  eventually 
contracted  during  this  administration  should  be  transferable  to  the  charge 
of  tlie  state. 

The  Prince  lloyal,  since  become  king,  has  not  to  the  present  day  pro- 
posed to  the  states  any  change  in  the  aiTangement  then  concluded.  And, 
as  the  administration  has  always  continued,  in  some  sort,  for  the  private 
salary  of  his  Majesty,  although  rightfully  the  colony  belongs  to  the  state, 
no  official  report  has  ever  been  given  since  that  t  ime,  either  to  the  general  states 
or  to  tlie  public,  concerning  the  situation  of  things  in  St  Bartholomew's  in 
any  particular.  It  is  very  rarely  that  either  in  the  Swedish  or  foreign  jour- 
nals any  notice  is  taken  of  it ;  and,  in  consequence,  when,  about  two  or 
three  years  since,  there  ai)pcarcd  in  an  English  journal  an  accusation  di- 
rected against  Sweden,  that  an  atrocious  circumstance  had  taken  place  otf 
the  coast  of  St  15art's,  from  which,  if  tnie,  one  might  have  susjjccted  that 
the  trade  in  negroes  was  yet  carried  on  by  the  colonists,  the  public  in  Swe- 
den, and  even  the  representatives  at  the  diet,  which  assembled  a  short  time 
after,  seemed  to  be  almost  ignorant  of  the  existence  of  slavery  in  the  colony 
— a  cruel  infliction  and  repugnant  to  the  national  s])irit,  and  moreover 
absolutely  incompatible  with  our  laws,  our  manners,  and  our  liberal 
constitution. 

The  report  spread  abroad  relative  to  the  trading  of  negroes  was  subse- 
quently found  to  be  entirely  false.  Nevertheless,  public  feeling  was 
awakened  ;  and  during  these  transactions  a  society,  of  which  I  have  the 
honour  to  be  a  member,  was  formed  at  Stockholm,  for  the  abolition  of 
slavery. 

The  society  has  had  l)ut  one  meeting,  imder  the  presidency  of  Mr 
Geijer,  our  celebrated  historian.      It  was  then  found  that  a  motion   iiad 


been  made  by  a  member  of  one  of  the  chambers,  liaving  in  view  a  petition 
to  be  addressed  to  the  king,  and  that  that  petition  should  be  referred  to  a 
committee  for  discussion.  It  was  then  thought  most  ex])edient  to  abstain 
from  all  sorts  of  a  public  demonstration  of  the  sentiments  of  the  society; 
as  at  the  time  it  was  generally  known  that  tliere  was  a  considerable  de- 
ficiency in  tlie  funds  of  the  colony.  The  motion  for  the  petition  was  also, 
if  I  am  not  mistaken,  rejected  from  the  same  motive.  In  short,  in  the 
present  circumstances,  there  is  every  reivson  to  believe  that  the  .Swedish 
society  do  not  find  it  expedient  to  agitate  the  question  of  the  abolition  of 
slavery.  E.xact  information  on  the  actual  state  of  the  colony  is  also  so 
difficult  to  be  found  in  Sweden,  that  it  was  not  until  after  my  arrival  at 
Paris,  that  by  chance  I  came  to  be  acquainted  M'ith  anything  of  the  matter. 

No.  XXV. 

AlKICA  .\M)  ASIA. 
TLNIS. 

Extract  of  a  despatch  from  Sir  Thomas  lieade  to  \'iscount  I'almerston. 

Tunis,  April  30,  1841. 
My  Loud, 

I  have  long  been  seeking  a  favourable  opportunity  to  converse  with  his 
Highness  the  Bey  upon  the  subject  of  slavery  existing  in  this  Kegency,  in 
order  to  induce  him  to  put  some  sort  of  check  upon  it,  however  trifling  in 
the  first  instance  ;  and  I  have  used  every  possible  influence  which  I  ])ossess 
Avith  the  principal  Moors  about  the  Bey  to  persuade  them  to  render  me 
some  assistance  in  the  object  I  had  in  view  ;  but  seeing  all  my  exertions 
thrown  away  in  my  recourse  to  these  Moors,  and  finding  yesterday  a  good 
opening  for  mentioning  the  subject  myself  personally  to  his  Highness,  I 
did  not  fail  to  avail  myself  of  it. 

I  explained  to  his  Highness  that  most  of  the  European  powers  had  come 
to  a  fixed  resolution  to  omit  no  means  or  efforts  to  put  a  final  stop  to  the 
infamous  traffic  of  dealing  in  slaves  ;  and  I  was  proud  to  say  that  Great 
Britain  had  ever  been  the  foremost  to  bring  about  this  most  humane  and 
desirable  object,  to  obtain  which  she  had  made  greater  sacrifices  than  any 
other  nation. 

I  stated  to  his  Highness  tliat  it  was  a  subject  of  the  deepest  regret  to  my 
govcniment  to  find  that  such  facilities  had  hitherto  existed  in  transporting 
slaves  from  this  regency  to  the  otiicr  Turkish  possessions  ;  and  I  ventured 
to  assure  his  Highness  that  if  he  could  find  any  possible  method  of  check- 
ing it,  it  would,  I  was  convinced,  be  truly  gratifying,  not  only  to  the  British 
government  itself,  but  to  the  British  nation  generally;  and  it  is  with  the 
highest  satisfaction  that  I  now  have  the  honour  to  inform  your  lordship 
that  his  Highness,  after  having  listened  most  attentively  to  my  suggestions, 
said,  "I  will  immediately  comply  with  your  wishes,  and  do  everything  in 
my  power  to  put  a  stop,  not  only  to  the  exportation  of  slaves,  but  to  slavery 
altogether." 

It  is  impossible  for  me  to  ex])ress  to  vour  lordship  the  feelings  of  un- 
bounded gratification  whicli  I  felt  at  the  moment  his  Highness  replied 
to  me ;  and  in  offering  mv  sincere  acknowledgments  to  him  for  the 
prompt  and  noble  manner  in  which  he  had  met  my  views,  I  assured 
him  that  I  could  likewise  venture  to  offer  to  him,  in  anticipation,  the 
same  feehngs  of  satisfaction  on  tiie  part  of  your  lordship. 

AlTer  leaving  the  palace  of  the  Bev,  I  had  not  returned  to  my  house 
more  than  two  hours,  when  1  received  a  letter  from  his  Highness  on  the 
subject;  and  I  beg  leave  to  inclose  a  copy  of  it,  with  its  translation,_ai; 
M'ell  as  a  copy  of  my  answer  in  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  it. 
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The  Bey  of  Tunis  to  Sii-  Thomas  Reade. 

On  the  part  of  the  servant  of  God,  Ahmed  Bassa  Bey,  Prince  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  Tunis,  to  our  ally  Sir  Thomas  Reade,  her  Britannic  Majesty's 
Consul-general  at  Tunis. 

After  the  conversation  wc  have  had  on  the  subject  of  the  shipment  of 
negro  slaves  for  purposes  of  commerce,  we  must  acquaint  you,  O  friend, 
that  the  sacred  principles  of  creation  are  repugnant  to  it,  and  our  heart 
throbs  with  pity  whenever  we  hear  mention  made  of  it. 

As  for  ourselves  individually,  we  have  not  a  single  slave,  according  to 
the  law  relative  to  the  servitude  of  slaves,  Avho  are  purchased  and  sold  as 
if  they  were  animals,  because  in  our  religion  the  restrictions  on  the  sub- 
ject are  so  severe  tliat  it  is  Aery  difficult  to  preserve  the  conditions. 

AVe  are  of  the  number  of  those  who  admire  the  opinions  of  the  English 
government  relative  to  this  subject;  and  ours  are  in  accordance  with  those 
of  our  friend,  the  perfect,  the  politician,  and  minister.  Lord  Palmerston ; 
and  I  look  upon  them  as  an  effect  of  his  perfection,  and  the  goodness  of 
his  princii)les. 

We,  therefore,  from  tlie  present  time,  prohibit  the  exportation  of  slaves 
from  our  regency  for  the  purposes  of  commerce. 

We  will  direct  our  attention  to  the  means  of  enfeebling  this  commerce 
to  the  utmost  limits  of  our  efforts,  and  pray  God  to  extirpate  it  from  the 
■world. 

We  trust  that  God,  who  created  us  and  them,  and  who  bestowed 
the  gift  of  judgment  upon  all,  will  reward  us  for  it.  We  desire  you  will 
communicate  to  our  friend,  the  above-named  minister,  the  contents  of  this 
letter. 

Continue  in  the  belief  of  God. 

JFriften  on  the  9th  of  Jiabih,  1257. 
{29th  of  April,  1841.) 

Sir  Thomas  Reade  to  the  Bey  of  Tunis. 

Tunis,  Jj)nl  30,  1841. 

YouK  Highness, — Few  events  of  my  life  have  inspired  me  with  a  joy 
equal  to  what  I  felt  on  the  receipt  of  the  letter  with  which  your  Highness 
honoured  me,  dated  yesterday,  and  I  know  of  nothing  that  can  reflect  so 
much  glorj-  upon  your  name  as  the  sentiments  therein  expressed. 

The  promptness  with  which  your  Highness  embraced  the  idea  of  pro- 
hibiting the  exportation  of  slaves  from  your  regency  is  worthy  of  the  good- 
ness of  your  heart,  and  of  being  recorded  in  the  best  pages  of  history  ;  it 
agrees  with  my  notions  respecting  your  character,  and  proves  how  much 
your  spirit  Ls  superior  to  the  elements  over  which  you  reign. 

May  your  Highness  ever  promote  the  happiness  of  your  people,  complete 
all  the  improvements  you  have  in  view,  and  finally  follow  the  impulse  of 
your  heart,  in  extirpating  from  your  dominions  the  trade  in  the  human 
species. 

The  admirati<m  of  tlie  universe  will  recompense  your  Highness  for  your 
efforts  in  tlie  cause  of  humanity  ;  and  the  approbation  of  your  conscience 
will  re-echo  the  gratitude  of  the  world  and  the  blessings  of  an  unhappy 
race. 

Accept,  your  Highness,  in  the  mean  time,  my  prayers  for  your  rise  in  a 
career  proportioned  to  the  progress  of  the  world,  and  worthy  of  your 
genius.  And  until  Lord  Palmerston  shall  honour  me  with  his  special 
commands  on  the  subject,  permit  me,  your  Highness,  to  express  to  you 
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all  the  sjTupathv  and  esteem  which  your  present  measure  will  add  to  th« 
friendship  her  ^lajesty's  government  entertains  for  your  Highness. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  T.  Reade. 

SLi-  Thomas  Reade  to  Viscount  Palmerston. 

Tunis,  Maij  12,  1841. 

Since  my  despatch  of  the  30th  ultimo,  I  have  had  a  conversation  with 
the  Chevalier  RafTo,  and  he  has  assured  me  that  the  Bey,  according  to  hia 
promise,  has  already  issued  strict  orders  prohibiting  the  exportation  of 
slaves  from  his  dominions,  and  that  his  Highness  has  liberated  the  whole 
of  the  slaves  of  his  own  establishment.  The  Chevalier  remarked  to  me, 
"  That  this  is  only  tlie  beginning  of  the  aflair  :  you  will  see  that  his  High- 
ness will  keep  his  word  faithlully,  and  that,  if  he  had  it  in  his  power,  he  would 
at  once  liberate  every  slave  in  the  regency.  But  unfortunately  he  is  not 
rich  enough  to  do  so.  He  is  determined,  however,  to  put  an  end  to  the 
slave-trade." 

Viscount  Palmerston  to  Sir  Thomas  Reade. 

Foreign  Office,  June  llnd,  1841. 

Your  despatch  of  the  12th  ultimo  has  been  received  and  laid  before  the 
Queen  ;  and  I  have  received  her  Majesty's  commands  to  desire  that  you  wifl 
thank  his  Highness  the  Bey  of  Tunis,  in  the  most  handsome  terms,  fof  th* 
steps  he  has  taken  to  abolish  slave-trade  and  slavery  within  his  regency.  You 
will  assure  the  Bey  Uiat  nothing  could  tend  to  interest  the  English  nation 
in  his  favour  so  strongly  as  a  continuance  in  this  course,  and  as  the  com- 
plete abolition  of  slavery  in  the  regency  of  Tunis. 

You  will  state  that  his  Highness  may  confidently  rely  upon  the  fnefliflL- 
ship  and  good  offices  of  England,  as  long  as  he  pursues  the  wise  anxl  pru- 
dent course  he  has^hitherto  followed. 

Exti-act  of  a  despatch  from  Sir  T.  Reade  to  Viscount  Palmerston,  dated 
Tunis,  Augiist  10,  1841. 
His  Highness,  upon  receiving  the  copimunication,  appeared  to  me  to 
be  gratified  and  pleased  beyond  measure  ;  and,  after  desiring  me  to  state 
to  your  lordship  how  deeply  sensible  he  Mas  of  the  condescension  of  her 
Majesty,  he  emphatically  remarked,  "  I  have  had  enormous  difficulties  to 
encounter  in  this  affair ;  I  am  determined,  however,  to  carry  it  out  to  the 
fullest  extent ;  and  I  trust  that  in  a  very  short  time  you  will  be  enabled 
to  report  to  your  government  the  result,  which  I  am  sure  cannot  fail  to 
be  satisfactory  to  her  Majesty." 

Extract  of  a  despatch  from  Sir  T.  Reade  to  Viscount  Palmerston,  dated 
Tunis,  September  7,  1841. 
In  reference  to  my  despatch  of  the  10th  of  August,  I  have  now  the 

freat  satisfaction  of  transmitting  herewith  the  translation  of  a  letter  which 
received  yesterday  from  his  Highness  the  Bey,  by  M-hich  your  lordship  will 
Eerceive  that  his  Highness  has  abolished  Uie  public  slave  market,  the 
oildings  of  which  have  been  puUed  down,  and  also  the  sale  of  slaves  in 
any  public  manner. 

This  important  step,  in  my  opmion,  cannot  fail  to  lead,  and  that  in  a 
very  short  time,  to  the  total  and  entire  destruction  of  slavery  in  this  re- 
geiifi*',  in  conformity  with  his  Highness's  promise. 

It  is  very  difficult  to  describe  the  sensation  which  the  destruction  of  the 
slave  market  has  created  in  Tunis.  The  poor  slaves  are  almost  frantic 
with  joy;  and,  although  their  proprietors  seem  disposed  to  remonstrate 
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•with,  or  in  some  manner  oppose,  the  Bey,  I  feel  no  doubt  whatever,  from 
my  knowledge  of  his  Highness's  firm  character,  that  he  will  overcome  these 
remonstiances  and  opposition  without  much  difficulty. 

The  Bey  of  Tunis  to  Sir  Thomas  Keade. 
On  the  part  of  God's  servant,  Ahmed  Bassa  Bey,  &c.,  &c.,  &c.,  to  our  ally 

Sir  Thomas  Reade,  Consul-general  of  the  English  government  at  Timis. 

You  are  aware  how  painful  the  trade  in  the  human  species  was  to  us, 
and  how  contrarj^  it  was  to  our  feelings ;  our  pity  for  the  poor  slaves  has 
not  ceased  to  excite  our  solicitude  towards  weakening  that  trade,  and  re- 
ducing its  weight.  We  have  thought  proper  to  abolish  their  sale  in  the 
market,  where  the  public  crier  disposed  of  them  as  of  cattle,  in  Tunis  our 
capital  as  well  as  throughout  the  regency. 

AVe  have  ceased  to  levy  the  duty  which  accrued  to  us  on  their  sale,  and 
have  expunged  it  out  of  the  revenues  of  our  government. 

We  have  written  to  that  effect  to  all  parties  in  the  regency.  God  knows 
the  state  of  these  jjoor  people  when  the  public  crier  exposed  them  for  sale 
in  the  market ! — and  that  for  the  sole  object  of  deducting  the  fixed  duties 
upon  their  sale,  although  such  a  revenue  ought  to  be  despised  by  persons 
of  humane  sentiments. 

This  portion  of  the  human  species  ought  nevertheless  to  enjoy  a  greater 
degree  of  consideration  than  other  animals !  The  present  shall  be,  God 
willing,  an  occasion  for  raising  them  above  their  unhajjjjy  condition  of 
slaves,  in  all  such  cases  as  shall  occasion  no  loss  to  the  capital  of  their 
owners,  and  in  a  sliort  time  the  measure  sliall  be  complete  by  the  abolition 
of  this  species  of  property  throughout  the  whole  of  our  regency.  In  the 
mean  time  our  prohibition  of  their  sale,  our  sympathy  for  their  condition, 
and  their  relief  from  slavery,  will,  with  God's  assistance,  further  our  views. 
We  have  acquainted  you  only  with  these  news,  knowing  that  your  feelings 
accord  with  ours  on  this  subject. 

Continue  in  the  belief  of  God. 

12  Regch,  1257. 
(QUi  September,  1841.) 

(Slave-trade  Papers,  Class  D,  1841,  pp.  90—1)7.) 


A  congratulatory  address  to  the  Bey  of  Tunis  having  been  prepared  at 
Malta,  and  numerously  signed  by  the  British  residents,  officers,  and  mer- 
chants of  that  island,  and  other  parts  of  the  Mediterranean,  Mr  Kichard- 
son,  of  Malta,  the  active  promoter  of  the  address,  and  a  warm  and  zealous 
friend  of  the  slave,  undertook  a  mission  to  Tunis  for  the  jiurpose  of  pre- 
senting it  to  the  Bey.  In  the  course  of  an  interesting  interview  with  which 
he  was  honoured,  his  Highness  said,  "I  began  with  pleasure  the  abolition 
of  slavery,  and  will  not  cease  to  prosecute  the  great  work  of  emancipation, 
until  I  have  completely  extirpated  slavery  from  my  dominions." 


ADDRESS  TO  TJIE  BEY  OF  TIN  IS. 

M.\Y  IT  PLEASE  YOVR  HiGHNESS — The  Committee  of  the  British  and 
Foreign  Anti-slaver}'  Society  have  heard  with  unfeigned  satisfaction  of  the 
measures  which  your  Highness  has  adopted  for  the  suppression  of  the 
detestable  and  wickM  traffic  in  negro  slaves  within  the  territories  subject 
to  your  authority. 

The  great  truth,  that  God  hath  created  all  men  equal,  acknowledged  by 
your  Highness  and  by  all  civilised  princes  and  people,  is  consonant  alike 
with  the  dictates  of  reason,  the  decisions  of  conscience,  and  the  claims  of 
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religion ;  and  is  at  once  the  surest  foundation  and  the  best  guarantee  for 
the  libertj'  and  happiness  of  individuals,  and  the  peace,  prosperity,  and 
stability  of  nations. 

To  deprive  liuman  beings  of  their  liberty,  then,  is  both  criminal  and 
impolitic.  To  restore  them  to  freedom  is  a  duty  enforced  not  less  by 
justice  and  humanity  than  by  an  enlightened  policy.  May  your  Highness 
oe  led  to  comi)assionatc  the  condition  of  all  slaves  within  your  territories, 
and  to  set  them  free ;  and  thus  to  become  an  example  of  -wisdom  and 
equity  to  all  rulers  on  the  continent  of  Africa ! 

Your  Highness  is  probably  aware  that  the  government  and  peo])lc  of 
Great  Britain  have  denounced  the  slave-trade  as  a  crime  of  the  deepest 
dye,  punishable  by  the  privation  of  liberty  and  banishment  to  a  distant 
part  of  the  empire  ;  and  that  they  have  for  ever  terminated  the  system  of 
slaverj'  in  their  colonial  dependencies,  in  different  parts  of  the  world,  with 
the  happiest  results.  Tlic  abhorrence  with  which  they  regard  these  evils 
leads  them  to  rejoice  in  the  fact  that  other  nations  have  either  followed  or 
are  about  to  follow  their  example,  and  especially  to  learn  that  your 
Highness  has  commenced  this  gi-eat  and  good  work  in  the  country  over 
which  you  rule. 

This  important  step  the  Committee  venture  to  hope  will  be  followed  by 
another  still  more  important,  without  which  they  are  of  opinion  your 
Highness's  philanthropic  and  noble  designs  cannot  be  fully  consummated — 
namely,  the  abolition  of  slavery  itself,  the  root  of  the  odious  and  wicked 
traffic  which  your  Highness  is  so  justly  anxious  to  extirpate. 

In  conclusion,  the  Committee  express  their  sincere  wish  that  your 
Highness  may  be  spared  both  to  perfect  the  important  work  which  has 
been  so  well  begun,  and  to  enjoy  tlie  blessed  fruits  thereof  to  a  distant 
day  ;  to  be  haUed  as  the  deliverer  of  the  oppressed  and  the  benefactor  of 
your  people. 

On  behalf  of  the  Committee, 

Thomas  Claiikson,  President. 
27,  Netc  Broad  street,  London, 
January  "tth,  1842. 


We  are  gratified  in  being  able  to  add  to  the  foregoing  interesting  docu- 
ments, the  following  resolution  of  the  Anglo-Maltese  Anti-slavery  associa- 
tion, passed  on  the  24th  August  of  the  present  year : — "  That  this  meeting 
sees  with  unmixed  satisfixction  and  unabated  admiration,  the  continuous 
efi'orts  of  his  Highness  the  Muschir  Bashaw,  Bey  of  Tunis,  to  extirjjate, 
root  and  branch,  slavery  and  the  slave-trade  from  his  dominions;  and  es- 
pecially applauds  the  late  decree  promulgated  by  his  Highness,  to  the  ef- 
fect that  any  foreign  slave  who  should  set  his  foot  upon  the  Tunisian  ter- 
ritory should  immediately  become  a  freed-man,  and  be  protected  as  such  by 
all  the  laws  of  the  countrv." 


Extract  of  a  despatch  from  Colonel  Warrington  to  Viscount  Palmerston. 

Tripoli,  April  9,  1841. 

My  Lord, — I  have  the  honour  to  inform  your  lordship  that  a  very  large 
caravan  is  just  arrived  in  Bengazi,  from  Wadey,  with  numerous  black 
slaves. 

I  am  sorry  to  add  that  800  of  them  perished  on  the  Desert  from  starva- 
tion, not  having  provided  a  sufficient  supply  of  provisions  for  them. 

I  lament  to  say  that,  the  demand  for  slaves  being  so  great,  the  price  of 
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the  siu-vivoi-s  covered  the  great  loss  by  the  mortality.  Unfortunately  tixe 
traders  in  this  horrid  traffic  derive  such  great  profits,  which  prevent  them 
pursuing  a  more  honourable  commerce,  thereby  injuring  the  Christian 
merchants,  who  are  anxious  to  ti-ade  with  the  interior. 

In  another  letter  to  Lord  Palmerston,  dated  Tripoli,  September  1st, 
1841,  Colonel  Warrington  says  :  "  The  abolition  of  slavery,  opening  com- 
merce with  the  interior,  and  "the  ultimate  civilisation  of  those  unfortunate 
people,  appear  to  be  most  important  objects  to  attain.  Your  lordship  is 
aware  that  the  Turks  have  ruined  this  country;  and  the  only  trade,  I  may 
say,  carried  on  with  the  interior,  is  slavery,  which  has  increased  to  an 
alarming  degree. 

Mr  Wood  to  Colonel  Warrington. 

British  Vice-consulate,  Bengazi,  June  22,  1841. 

Sir, — I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  despatch  of  the 
14th  instant,  enclosing,  by  Viscount  Palmcrston's  orders,  some  observations 
from  tlie  Anti-slavery  Convention,  which,  as  you  justly  remark,  never  have 
or  ever  will  be  applicable  to  me. 

Indeed,  I  must  confess  it  has  often  been  to  me  a  subject  of  deep  regret 
to  witness  this  inhuman  traffic  carried  on  here,  and  which,  I  am  sorry  to 
say,  has  increased  to  a  great  extent  during  the  present  year ;  a  circumstance, 
perhaps,  to  be  attributed  to  the  unsettled  state  of  the  country  in  your 
neighbourhood,  owing  to  which  the  commerce  between  Tripoli  and  Fezzan 
has  been  entirely  hitercepted,  and  lias  now  taken  this  direction,  where,  on 
account  of  our  vicinity  to  the  Levant,  they  find,  I  presume,  greater  facility 
in  exporting  them  than  at  your  port. 

Upwards  of  2000  have  already,  this  year,  been  brought  in  from  the 
interior  in  the  most  miserable  and"  wretched  state,  the  greater  part  of  them 
having  barely  sufficient  to  cover  their  nakedness. 

A  kaffle,  a  short  time  ago,  bringing  900  of  these  unfortunate  people 
from  Wadey,  lost  no  less  than  300  on  their  way ;  having  died  chiefly  from 
hun"-er  and  thirst,  added  to  other  privations  to  which  they  were  subject  on 
tlie  road. 

The  slaves  brought  here  formerly  used  to  come  from  Fezzan,  but  now  a 
great  number  are  sent  from  Wadey,  owing,  I  understand,  to  the  existing 
hostilities  between  the  Sultan  of  tliat  country  and  that  of  Darfoor,  which 
prevents  them  taking  any  longer  the  route  by  Egypt.  This,  no  doubt, 
tends  also,  in  some  degree,  to  increase  the  traffic  at  this  port.  The  slaves 
from  Wadey,  generally  speaking,  arrive  in  a  much  worse  condition  than 
those  from  Fezzan,  and  sufl'er  more,  owing  to  the  want  of  water  and  the 
long  tract  of  desert  they  have  to  cross. 

A  report  having  been  in  circulation  regarding  the  Sultan's  intention  of 
abolishmg  slavery  throughout  the  Ottoman  dominions,  and  which  has 
lately  gained  ground  since  the  news  of  what  has  taken  j)lace  at  Tunis  was 
known  here,  this  rumour  has  created  the  greatest  alarm  amongst  those 
concerned  in  this  traffic,  so  much  so  that  they  have  ever  since  been  most 
active  in  ship])ing  otf  tlicir  slaves  for  Constantinople,  SmjTua,  and  other 
places  on  the  Levant,  with  the  view  of  disposing  of  them  before  any  change 
actually  takes  place.  In  fact,  1270  slaves  have  been  embarked  at  this  port 
within  the  last  two  months,  the  traffic  in  question  being  confined  to  vessels 
under  the  Turkish  flag.  It  is  true  Greek  ships  used  formerly  to  be  engaged 
in  their  exportation,  but  have  discontinued  since  the  new  law  was  issued 
by  the  King  of  Greece,  prohibiting  his  subjects  from  engaging  therein  un- 
der heavy  penalties. 

The  local  government  derives  a  large  amount  from  this  branch  of 
revenue,  as  the  owners  pay  on  exporting  them  a  custom  duty  of  five  dol- 
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lars  each  slave,  besides  other  two  dollars  on  entering  the  tovn,  producing 
in  the  present  year  upwards  of  14,000  dollars. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  T.  Wool). 

With  the  view  of  inducing  the  Arab  chiefs  of  the  interior  to  forego  the 
slave-trade,  and  api)ly  themselves  to  legitimate  commerce,  Colonel  AVar- 
rington  prepared  the  following  address,  which  was  translated  into  Arabic, 
to  be  circulated  throughout  the  interior,  and  along  the  coast  of  Northern 
Africa  : — 

CIRCIL.VII. 

The  benevolent  and  humane  feeling  of  the  people  of  England  to  better 
the  condition  of  the  black  tribes  of  the  interior  of  Africa,  and  the  anxious 
desire  of  my  august  mistress,  the  Queen  of  F.ngland,  to  abolish  the  revolt- 
ing traffic  in  the  flesh  and  bUiod  of  our  fellow-creatures,  induce  me  to  ad- 
dress these  few  words  to  every  good  man. 

The  object  of  the  traffic  in  slaves  is  ^ain,  and  habit  has  reconciled  it  to 
those  who  trade  therein,  without  considering  the  enormity  of  the  crime  of 
taking  by  force  the  infant  from  its  mother^or  separating  the  wife  from 
her  husband — and  dragging  the  victims  over  the  burning  sands  of  the 
desert — where  they  often  expire  under  the  lash  of  the  slave-ckiver  !  towards 
the  coast,  to  be  exhibited  in  the  pubhc  bazaar,  and  thence  transported  to 
a  foreign  land,  where  they  are  sold  to  gratify  the  avarice  or  the  passions 
of  man. 

One  great  God  rules  over  all,  both  the  black  and  the  white  !  And  can 
we  bring  our  minds  to  beheve  that  He  can  sanction  such  abominable  acts 
of  cruelty  to  our  fellow-creatures  ? 

Believe  me.  No.  His  mercy,  his  forgiveness,  his  benevolence  and  jus- 
tice, extend  to  all  his  creatures.  The  black  and  the  white  enjoy  his  al- 
mighty care. 

It  is  evident  that  the  object  is  gain.  I,  therefore,  in  the  name  of  my 
sovereign  and  common  humanity,  call  your  attention  to  a  more  honour- 
able pursuit  in  commerce,  where  the  proftt  and  advantages  will  be  ten  or  a 
hundred-fold.  Look  to  the  natural  resources  of  the  interior,  where  the 
following  articles  invite  you  to  trade  therein :  gold  dust,  ivory,  ostrich 
feathers,  gum,  skins,  indigo,  senna,  &c.  Abolish  now  this  inhuman  traffic 
in  your  fellow-creatures — open  a  communication  with  the  natives  of  the 
interior — assure  them  tliat  they  can  carry  on  trade  in  i)erfect  security  to 
life  and  property  through  tliosc  territories  under  your  immediate  control, 
and  allow  the  few  regular  traders  to  jiass  by  you  unmolested,  and  assist 
their  lawful  traffic. 

Then  you  will  have  done  a  humane  and  benevolent  act,  vhich  God  will 
approve,  in  thus  difi'using  plenty  and  happiness  to  millions  of  your  fellow- 
creatures. 

Your  own  conscience  will  tlien  tell  you  that  you  have  done  well ;  you 
will  become  lich  and  hajipy  by  a  commercial  intercourse  with  the  interior; 
and  you  will  obtain  the  permanent  friendship  of  P^ngland,  who  will  not  be 
unmmdful  of  the  great  and  noble  act  of  your  abolishing  slavery,  and  pro- 
moting commerce  and  civilisation  throughout  Central  Africa. 

These  object*  are  the  cherished  wish  of  my  heart — and  to  see  the  re- 
gency of  Tripoli  tlie  land  of  justice,  prosperity,  riches,  and  happiness,  is 
my  fervent  prayer. 

(Signed)         H.  Wauri.vgton. 

British  Consulate,  26lh  March,  1842, 

(Slave-trade  Papers,  CIa.ss  D,  1841,  pp.  78—81.) 
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MUSCAT. 

Extract  of  a  Memorandum  from  Captain  Cogan,  formerly  Political  Agent  at 
Zanzebar,  dated  London,  oth  December,  1839. 

The  financial  resources  of  his  Highness  (the  Imaum  of  Muscat)  arc  now 
£80,000  per  annum ;  £20,000  of  which  emanates,  directly  or  indirectly, 
from  the  sale  or  purchase  of  slaves.  Of  these  there  are  from  4<5  to  50,0(30 
annually  sold  in  the  Zanzebar  market,  about  20,000  of  which  are  exported 
to  Egj-pt,  Arabia,  Persia,  and  the  coast  of  Mackerun;  but  it  is  the  Portu- 
guese settlements  on  this  coast  that  form  marts  for  the  supply  of  slaves  to 
Christian  states,  while  the  government  of  Portugal  openly  levies  a  duty  of 
seven  Spanish  dollars  on  each  slave  so  exported  ;  and  I  am  credibly  in- 
formed It  is  by  means  of  this  revenue  that  the  Portuguese  power  is  main- 
tained in  East  Africa ;  a  circumstance  which  his  Highness  invariably 
advei-ts  to  when  I  have  s])oken  to  him  on  the  abolition  of  slavery.  Not- 
withstanding, however,  what  I  have  remarked,  I  am  certain  his  Highness 
is  willing  to  make  any  reasonable  sacrifice  to  meet  our  wishes  regarding 
the  abohtion  of  slavery.  (Par.  Papers,  Class  C,  further  series,  p.  67,  1840.) 
Extract  of  a  Political  Letter  from  Bombay  to  the  Court  of  Directors  of  the 
East  India  Com])any,  dated  23rd  May,  1S40. 

From  the  letter  from  Captain  Hennell,  the  resident  in  the  Persian  Gulf, 
dated  17th  December  last,  your  honourable  court  will  be  gratified  to  per- 
ceive that  the  Lnaum  of  Muscat  has  consented  to  three  articles  being  ad- 
ded to  the  treaty  concluded  with  his  Highness  by  Captain  Moresby,  of  her 
Majesty's  ship  Menat,  under  date  the  20th  August,  1822,  in  which  his 
Highness  authorises  the  right  of  search,  and  extends  the  boundary  line 
laid  down  in  Captain  Moresby's  treaty,  from  I)iu  Head  to  Pussein,  the 
eastern  extremity  of  the  territories  of  his  Highness  on  the  coast  of  Mek- 
ran,  thus  including  the  coasts  of  Kattewar,  Cutch,  Karrachee,  and  upwards 
of  four  degrees  westward,  in  the  limits  within  which  the  subjects  of  Mus- 
cat are  now  forbidden  to  carry  on  the  slave-trade. 

A  very  considerable  traffic  in  slaves  has  long  been  known  to  have  been 
carried  on,  more  particularly  from  Africa,  with  the  Portuguese  settlement 
of  Diu,  on  the  coast  of  Kattewar,  with  the  port  of  Mandavie  in  Cutch,  and 
with  those  in  Sinde.  By  the  arrangements  Avhich  have  now  been  etiected, 
through  Captain  Hennell's  instrumentality  with  his  Highness  the  Imaum, 
the  British  government  will  have  the  power  of  effectually  excluding  this 
nefarious  trade  on  the  long  line  of  coast  extending  from  Bombay  to  Cape 
Pussein,  in  Mekran. 

A  letter  has  been  addressed  by  our  honourable  president  to  his  High- 
ness the  Imaum,  expressive  of  the  high  satisfaction  of  government  in  re- 
ceiving the  gratifying  intelligence  of  his  Highness's  co-operation  in  the 
accomplishment  of  an  object  in  which  the  British  nation  has  ever  taken 
the  deepest  interest,  intimating  that  his  Highness  could  not  have  afforded 
a  better  proof  of  his  friendship  and  regard. 

The  three  articles  in  question  run  thus: — 

"  I  agree  that  the  following  articles  be  added  to  the  above  treaty,  con- 
cluded by  Captain  Moresby  on  the  aforesaid  date. 

1st  "That  the  government  cruisers,  whenever  they  may  meet  any  ves- 
sel belonging  to  my  subjects,  beyond  a  direct  line  drawn  "from  Cai)e  Del- 
gado,  passing  two  degrees  seaward  of  the  island  of  Socotra,  and  ending  at 
Pussein,  and  shall  suspect  that  such  vessel  is  engaged  in  the  slave-trade, 
the  said  cruisers  are  permitted  to  detain  and  search  it. 

2nd.  "  Should  it,  on  examination,  be  found  that  any  vessel  belonging 
to  my  subjects  is  carrying  slaves,  whether  men,  women,  or  childien,  for 
sale  beyond  the  aforesaid  line,  then  the  government  cruisers  shall  seize 
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and  confiscate  such  vessel  and  her  cargo  ;  but  if  tlie  said  vessel  shall  pass 
beyond  the  aforesaid  line,  owing  to  stress  of  weather,  or  other  cases  of 
necessity  not  under  conti-ol,  then  she  shall  not  be  seized. 

3rd.  "  As  the  selling  of  males  and  females,  whether  grown  up  or  young, 
who  are  '  hoor '  or  free,  is  contrary  to  the  Mohammedan  religion ;  and 
whereas  the  Soomalees  are  included  in  the  hoor  or  free,  I  do  hereby  agree 
that  the  sale  of  males  and  females,  whether  young  or  old,  of  the  Soomalee 
tribe,  shall  be  considered  as  piracy  ;  and  that  four  months  from  this  date, 
all  those  of  my  people  convicted  of  being  concerned  in  such  an  act  shall 
be  punished  as  pirates."  Dated  10th  Showal,  1225,  A.IL,  corresponding 
to  the  17th  December,  A.D.  1839. 

These  articles  have  been  published  in  the  government  gazette,  at  this 
presidency,  in  the  English,  Arabic,  Persian,  Guzcratte,  and  Mahratta  lan- 
guages ;  and  the  superintendent  of  the  Indian  navy  has  been  directed  to 
adopt  effectual  measures  for  the  enforcement,  within  the  extended  boundary 
therein  specified,  of  the  further  prohibition  of  tlie  slave  trade,  now  agreed 
to  by  his  Highness  the  Imaum.   (Par.  Tap.,  238,  1811,  pp.  158,  159.) 

Subsequently  to  the  above  period,  Cai)tain  Hennell  negotiated  a  treaty 
in  the  terms  of  the  above  articles,  the  right  of  search  extending  beyond  a 
direct  line  drawn  from  Cape  Delgado,  ])assing  two  degrees  seaward  of 
of  the  island  of  Socotra  and  ending  at  Cape  Guadel,  with  the  following 
maritime  Arab  chiefs :  the  Shaik  of  Aboothabee,  Shaik  Mukhtoom  of 
Debhov,  Shaik  Abdoola  of  Aniiulgaveen,  and  Shaik  Sultan  Bin  Suggur 
of  Ilasellchymah.  (Ibid,  p.  100.) 
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TREK  AFRICANS. 
Ifer  Majestj-'s  Commissioners  at  Sierra  Leone  to  Viscount  Palmerston. 
During  the  present  yeai*  (1840)  it  a]ipears  that  the  Pio  Pongas  has  been 
\'isited  by  fewer  slaving  vessels  than  for  many  years  past ;  not,  however, 
from  any  falling  off  in  the  activity  of  the  foreigners  engaged  in  that  traffic, 
but  from  the  fact  that  several  of  their  vessels  having  been,  within  the  last 
two  years,  exposed  to  the  ill-treatment  of  the  slaves  of  the  late  king  of  the 
river,  Mungo  Yangey,  who,  on  his  demise,  declared  their  independence, 
and  have  since  set  at  defiance  all  the  authorities  of  the  place.  These  ne- 
groes, on  the  arrival  of  a  slave  vessel,  have  been  in  the  habit  of  possessing 
themselves  of  the  cargo,  for  which  very  liberal  promises  of  early  payment 
of  the  full  value  were  once  tendered  ;  but  after  a  delav  of  many  months 
the  slavers  have  been  obliged  to  depart  with  only  a  third,  or  jjcrhaps  a 
fourth,  of  the  return  cargo  Avhich  had  been  agreed  upon.  Such  a  mode  of 
carrying  on  business  even  tlie  enomunis  profits  of  the  slave-traffic  will  not 
bear,  and  hence  the  decrease  of  that  traffic  in  the  Pio  Pongas  during  this 
year. 

On  the  death  of  the  notorious  slaver,  Jolin  Ormond,  his  numerous  slaves 
followed  the  example  of  tlie  late  king's  negroes,  and  declared  themselves 
free.  They  withdrew  at  once  from  the  late  John  Ormond's  town,  Eanga- 
lang,  in  the  Pongas,  and  established  themselves  in  a  village  of  their  own, 
on  the  confines  of  the  Foulah  country,  and  have  entrenched  themselves 
within  a  strong  stockade. 

These  acts  of  self-emancipation  on  the  part  of  large  bodies  of  negroes  in 
the  Pongas  must,  we  think,  speedily  so  change  the  state  of  affairs  in  that 
river  as  to  lead  to  the  hope  that,  by  timely  and  judicious  interference  on 
the  part  of  the  friends  of  Africa,  the  slave-trade  might  be  eradicated. 
(Slave-trade  Papers  for  1842,  Class  A,  pp.  10,  11.) 
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RUSSIAN  SERFAGE. 
(From  the  Morning  Herald.) 
We  publish  subjoined  a  document  of  much  importance — viz.,  an  ukase 
of  the  Emperor  of  Russia  for  ameliorating  the  condition  of  the  serf  popu- 
lation of  his  empire.  We  give  at  the  same  time  an  order  of  the  Minister 
of  the  Interior,  and  a  circular  letter  of  the  Grand  Master  of  Police,  accom- 
panpng  the  ukase,  modifying  and  limiting  the  sense  of  the  imperial 
edict. 

An  apparent  contradiction  is  evident  in  the  text  of  these  documents.  It 
seems  a.s  if  the  benevolent  intentions  of  the  Emperor  were  arrested  almost 
on  the  point  of  execution,  by  an  after-thought  of  policy,  forced  upon  him 
by  unseen  obstacles  -which  had  arisen.  We  are  enabled,  however,  by  a 
communication  from  Vienna,  of  a  confidential  and  important  nature,  to 
explain  this  seeming  inconsistency. 

AVe  are  told  that  the  Emperor  of  Russia,  having  resolved  to  liberate,  in 
one  sweeping  act,  the  immense  portion  of  the  population  of  his  empire 
born  in  a  state  of  servitude,  lately  called  together  the  council  of  state  for 
the  purpose  of  making  his  intentions  known.  The  proposition  was 
received  by  the  subservient  portion  of  the  council  with  satisfaction;  but 
the  old  and  powerful  nobility  present  dcclai-ed,  that  such  an  act  was  tanta- 
mount to  a'revolution — that  it  endangered  their  lives  and  i)roperties — and 
that,  in  honour  and  conscience,  they  could  not  adopt  it. 

The  council  separated  without  any  decision  being  taken,  and  the  utmost 
secrecy  was  for  some  time  preserved  on  the  subject.  But  a  matter  so  im- 
portant to  all  the  great  interests  of  the  nobility  and  inferior  classes  could 
not  long  be  suppressed,  and  at  length  the  public  became  alarmed  Avith 
reports  relative  to  the  Emj)eror's  intentions.  The  old  nol)Ility  (whose 
fathers  have  heretofore  proved  what  desperate  expedients  they  were 
capable  of  resorting  to,  when  their  interests  were  affected  by  the  imperial 
will)  assumed  a  tone,  almost  amounting  to  menace,  against  the  Emperor  ; 
Avhile,  on  the  other  hand,  the  liberal  portion  of  that  class,  supported 
by  ])opular  opinion,  openly  avowed  their  approbation  of  the  Autocrat's 
conduct. 

In  this  state  of  things,  the  Emperor  was  forced  to  compromise,  and  un- 
willing either  to  give  up  his  favourite  project,  or  to  have  the  appearance 
of  yielding  to  the  clamour  of  the  old  nobility,  he  issued  the  idiase  above 
alluded  to,  for  the  modification  of  the  condition  of  the  serfs  ;  accompanied 
at  the  same  time  by  an  order  of  the  ])()licc,  explaining  it  in  a  manner  cal- 
culated to  satisfy  the  apprehensions  of  tiie  o])position. 

The  question  now  remains  in  this  rather  uncertain  position.  The  I'^rn- 
peror,  who  is  never  known  to  recede  from  any  resolution  deliberately 
formed,  gives  reasons  to  believe  that  he  will  proceed  to  other  and  more 
decided  acts;  while  the  deeply-rooted  jjrejudices  of  the  nobility,  who  are 
equally  reckless  in  their  resolves,  may  lead  them,  rather  than  submit,  to 
make  such  a  resistance  as  might  be  fatal  to  the  Em})eror. 

Viewing  this  subject  in  all  its  bearings,  it  is  one  of  great  importance ; 
and  neither  the  revolution  of  1830  in  France,  nor  the  Reform  act  in  this 
country,  have  led  to  the  serious  consequences  which  may  arise  from  further 
agitation  of  it. 

We  need  only  add  that  our  information  on  this  matter  is  drawn  from 
the  best  and  most  authentic  .sources. 

Ukase  to  the  Directing  Senate. 

In  the  ukase  of  his  Maiesty  to  the  directing  senate,  dated  -nd  of  April 
of  this  year,  and  signed  with  his  OAvn  hand,  it  is  said  : — 
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"  The  articles  440  and  457  of  paragraph  9  in  the  code  of  laws,  fix  the 
regulations  according  to  -which  seigneurs  are  allowed  to  convert  their  serfs 
into  free  labourers,  in  making  over  to  them  Ln  full  property,  scipnorial 
lands,  in  consideration  of  certain  reciprocal  advantages,  to  be  specified  in 
special  contracts.  But,  willing,  in  the  interest  of  tlie  state,  that  these  feudal 
lands,  one  of  the  privileges  of  the  nobility,  and  which  are  engaged  by  con- 
tract, be  guaranteed  from  all  that  might  endanger  projierty  belonging  to 
the  nobility,  we  have  thought  proper,  by  inteqircting  article  442,  paragraph 
9,  of  the  code  of  laws,  to  concede  to  the  seigneurs  who  should  be  disposed 
to  conclude  with  their  peasantry  contracts  based  on  the  said  article,  and 
this  without  prejudice  to  the  interests  of  the  labouring  peasantiy,  to  con- 
cede to  them  the  right  of  supremacy  over  the  lands  thus  conceded.  And 
we  order  all  peasants  who  .shall  receive  portions  of  the  said  feudal  lands  to 
recognise  this  supremacy.  AMierefore,  we  have  decided  that  all  contracts 
passed  bv  mutual  consent  between  the  seigneurs  and  their  peasantry,  shall 
oe  based  on  the  following  dispositions,  which  have  been  examined  in  the 
council  of  the  empire,  and  sanctioned  by  us  :— 

1.  "The  tenure  of  the  peasant  to  the'  seigneur  can  be  regulated  in  the 
contracts  by  money  arising  from  the  produce  of  the  land,  or  from  any  other 
kind  of  industr)'. 

2.  "  Should  the  peasants  refuse  to  fulfil  the  conditions  of  the  contract 
which  they  have  accepted,  they  shall  be  compelled  thereto  by  the  local 
police,  under  the  guarantee  of  the  head  of  the  nobility  of  the  district,  and 
under  the  superintendence  of  the  government  authorities. 

3.  "  The  peasants  who  shall  have  entered  into  contracts  with  their 
seigneurs  shall  henceforward  bear  the  denomination  of  'peascDits  who  have 
obligations  to  fidJiU 

4.  "  In  as  far  as  these  peasants  are  concerned,  the  recruiting  service 
shall  follow  the  rotation  laid  down  by  the  ordonnances  for  that  service. 

5.  "  AV'ith  respect  to  the  support  of  the  Greniers  d'Abondances  (depots 
for  grain),  and  the  assistance  to  be  given  in  case  of  fire,  Which  are  at  the 
charge  of  the  free  peasant.s,  under  the  direction  of  their  seigneurs,  if  the 
latter  refuse  to  take  upon  them  this  responsibility,  the  obligation  shall  be 
fulfilled  by  the  nearest  authorities. 

6.  "  The  seigneurs  shall  organise  among  the  neighbouring  peasantry  a 
local  administration,  and  shall  have  the  high  police. 

7.  "  As  for  the  contracts  to  be  concluded  with  the  peasants  who  belong 
to  the  properties  engaged  with  the  banks  of  the  empire,  if  it  be  the  inten- 
tion of  the  seigneurs  to  place  those  properties  in  pledge,  they  must  obtain 
the  consent  of  the  bank  before  ])assing  a  contract. 

8.  "  The  seigneurs  and  the  labouring  peasants  who  have  been  liberated, 
are  to  consider  the  coatracts  passed  between  them  as  indissoluble,  each, 
however,  keeplnfj  the  riglit  to  change  certain  clauses  of  it,  in  case  the  pro- 
perty should  be  engaged  co  the  banlcs  of  the  crown.  These  changes  must 
be  guaranteed  by  those  banks. 

9.  "ITie  contracts  entered  into  according  to  the  above  dispositions  shall 
be  drawn  upon  stamped  paper  of  the  fourth  class,  and  submitted  for  our 
sanction  and  signature  according  to  law. 

10.  "  The  directing  senate  is  entrusted  with  the  carrying  into  effect  of 
this  ukase." 

The  next  document  is  from  the  Minister  of  the  Interior,  dated  April  2nd, 
1842,  addressed  to  the  head  of  the  police  at  St  Petersburg.  The  minister, 
in  forwarding  the  above  ukase,  says,  that  "  the  object  of  it  is  to  determine 
the  nature  of  the  tenure  of  the  peasantry,  in  the  contracts  they  will  form 
^•ith  their  seigneurs,  but  that  the  lands  remain,  as  heretofore,  the  lands  of 
the  nobility.  From  hence  it  clearly  results  that  the  relations  which  exist 
between  the  seigneurs  and  the  peasants,  with  whom  no  contract  should 
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have  been  concluded,  remain  the  same  as  ever,  and  experience  no  change. 
All  this  is  explained  in  the  terms  of  the  ukase,  and  it  must  be  understood 
in  that  spirit.  If  the  Emperor  had  any  other  view,  he  would  have  openly 
declared  it.  As  he  had  not  done  so,  to  seek  in  the  imperial  ukase,  or  to 
persuade  others  that  it  can  bear  any  other  signification,  would  be  a  great 
crime,  since  it  will  be  acting  against  the  will  of  our  Sovereign. 

"  His  Majesty,  therefore,  orders  all  military  and  civil  governors  to  watch 
■with  care  that  no  false  inter|)retation  be  given  to  the  jjrcscnt  ukase,  such, 
for  instance,  as  the  freedom  of  all  peasantrv.  If  among  any  class  should 
be  found  evil-disposed  persons  spreading  false  and  dangerous  intelligence 
to  delude  the  people,  they  are  to  be  arrested  and  punished  witli  all  the 
rigour  of  the  law. 

"  They  are  equally  to  take  care  that  the  peasants  remain  in  the  same 
subserviency  to  the  legitimate  power  of  their  seigneurs.  If  any  should 
prove  contumacious,  they  are  to  be  brought  back  to  their  duty  by 
mild  means  and  persuasion,  and  in  failure  of  this,  by  the  rigour  of  the 
law. 

(Signed)  "  Peeo-\vsky. 

"To  this  letter  is  subjoined  an  order  from  the  Grand  Master  of  Police, 
aide-de-camp  of  the  Emperor,  prescribing  to  the  masters  of  police  to  give 
their  utmost  attention  to  prevent  any  false  interpretations  and  false  reports 
that  may  be  spread  about  on  the  imperial  intentions,  as  manifested  in  the 
above  ukase. 

(Signed)  "  Cacochekine,  Grand  Master  of  Police." 


TIIK  EMPEKOK,  lIlS  NOBLES,  AND  THE  SERES. 

There  has  been  no  incident  of  recent  years,  connected  with  the  internal 
state  of  the  Russian  empire,  which  has  excited  more  attention  and  interest 
throughout  Europe  than  the  issuing  of  the  imperial  ukase  of  the  (2nd) 
14th  April  last.  It  created  a  sufficient  sensation  at  St  Petersburg  and 
Moscow  fully  to  account  for  the  evident  apprehension  of  the  Czar  and  his 
government,  which  overtly  evinced  itself  in  the  explanatory  and  threaten- 
ing order  of  the  Minister  of  the  Interior  against  its  false  inter])retation 
which  immediately  followed. 

In  now  giving  publication  to  a  very  amjjle  and  interesting  exposition 
(subjoined)  of  that  internal  condition  of  things  in  Russia  affected  by  this 
important  imperial  rescri))t,  Ave  are  led  to  an  historical  reference,  Mhereby 
are  developed  some  of  those  causes  which  gave  it  a  character  so  peculiarly 
alarming. 

That  state  of  slavery,  or  serfdom,  by  which  the  pojjulations  of  the 
provinces  of  Russia  Pro])cr  are  now  subjected  to  tlie  absolute  dis])osition 
and  capricious  rule  of  their  barbarian  scignevns,  is  of  modern  introduction. 
It  owes  its  existence  to  that  spirit  of  conquest  which,  from  the  destruction 
of  the  indejjcndencc  of  Novgorost  the  Great,  has  ever  animated  the  coun- 
cils of  that  despotic  system,  establislied  sujn-eme  through  the  factions  on 
■which  were  wrecked  republican  institutions  and  freedom.  Iwan  Wasilie- 
Avitch,  triumphant  against  tlic  Tartars,  succeeded  in  achieving  conquests  over 
that  race  to  whose  galling  yoke  his  ancestors  had  been  submissive.  He 
Avrested  from  them,  by  conquest,  the  rich  flourishing  territories  of  Casan  and 
Astrakan.  To  this  fertile  region,  attracted  by  the  superiority  of  climate  and 
other  advantages,  an  extensive  and  constantly  increasing  emigration  pro- 
ceeded from  the  Russian  country.  It  was  tlien,  in  the  year  1  JoG,  that, 
in  order  to  check  a  process  so  desolating  to  his  other  provinces,  Iwan  at- 
tached the  peasantry  to  the  soil  they  occu])ied,  by  the  condition  of  serfdom, 
subject  to  a  superior  lord,  in  whom  he  recogni-sed  the  proprietary  of  the 
.soil. 
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Subsequent  rulers  of  Russia  Inivo  contemplated,  and  even  attempted, 
more  perhaps  as  a  check  to  the  power  of  the  nobles  than  as  an  act  of  jus- 
tice, to  restore  to  the  peasantry  former  ri";hts  and  longed-for  freedom;  but 
they  have  been  invariably  compelled  to  abandon  the  design. 

The  Czar  Alexis  Michaelowitz  having  made  known  his  intentions  in 
their  favour,  these  j)eople,  then  sunk  in  jjrofound  ignorance  and  abasement, 
but  alive  to  their  wrongs,  thus  recognised  by  tlie  sovereign,  intoxicated 
wth  the  joyous  anticijjation  of  recovered  freedom,  having  collected  in 
large  masses,  marched  on  Moscow  to  take  vengeance  on  their  former 
oppressors. 

Catherine  II.  made  a  similar  attempt,  and  with  a  like  result.  The  serfs 
hailed  the  boon  by  rising  on  all  sides,  to  the  number  of  some  hundred 
thousands,  and  upwards  of  fifty  of  their  lords  are  said  to  have  been  mas- 
sacred in  the  outoreak. 

It  mav,  then,  be  easily  conceived  that  the  Russian  nobles  could  not 
contemplate,  otherwise  than  with  dissatisfaction  and  anxiety  amounting 
to  dismay,  the  ukase  of  April  last,  a  measure  which  they  declared  to 
menace  equally  their  properties  and  their  lives. 

But  it  is  not  that  only  which  the  ukase  accomplishes  which  is  most  im- 

ejrtant,  but  that  whicli  it  prepares  for  the  future.  We  think,  with  the 
aron  Von  Humboldt,  that  it  is  but  the  first  of  a  series  of  enactments 
which  must,  in  the  end,  entirely  change  the  present  relations  between  the 
serf  and  his  lord,  indeed  entirely  abolish  the  state  of  serfdom.  And  this 
it  is  which,  tending  to  curtail  the  power  of  the  nobility,  and  to  increase  in 
proportion  that  of  the  crown,  must  be  chiefly  obnoxious  to  the  former. 

Although  the  law  goes  no  further  at  j)rescnt  than  to  give  the  serf  rights 
in  accordance  with  any  contract  his  lord  and  himself  may  concurrently 
conclude — an  immense  boon  to  the  latter,  who  before  could  have  neither 
right  nor  propertv  independent  of  his  seigneur — it  imposes  on  the  lord 
duties  and  obligations  from  wliich  he,  in  turn,  cannot  escape,  the  supreme 
power  constituting  itself  guarantee  for  the  mutual  observance  of  their 
future  engagements.  The  executive  thus  creates  a  law  by  which  it  gives 
to  itself  the  right  and  the  opportunity  of  interference  in  the  relations  of 
the  lord  with  his  serf,  and  becomes,  from  that  day  forth,  looked  upon  by 
the  latter  as  his  protector  against  the  tyranny  of  the  former,  and  the  main- 
tainer  of  the  letter  and  the  spirit  of  his  contract  from  all  infraction. 

The  Emperor  has  caused  an  old  law  of  the  cmi)ire  for  the  prevention  of 
maltreatment  and  cruelty  towards  tlie  serfs  by  their  lords  to  be  enforced 
with  the  utmost  rigour.  A  ukase  had  been  given  for  this  purpose  by 
Peter  the  Great,  but  had  fallen  into  desuetude  ;  it  being  alleged  that  the 
serfs  abused  it  to  bring  false  and  frivolous  complaints  against  their  lords. 
It  would  seem  the  ukase  of  April  last  must  have  been  a  measure  long 
determined  upon,  and  as  suddenly  executed;  to  judge  of  the  utter  paralysa- 
tion  of  the  nobles,  and  its  hitherto  more  peaceful  reception  on  this  occasion, 
compared  with  the  others,  when  measures  of  relief,  formerly  held  out  to 
the  peasantr}-,  were  as  quickly  abandoned.  All  that  we  have  been  able  to 
learn  amounts  to  no  more  than  great  excitement,  tantamount  in  its  exhi- 
bition to  partial  commotions,  as  quickly  succeeded  by  the  former  tran- 
quillity. 

OBSERV.VTIOXS    01-    TIIK    BARO.V    VOX    HUMBOLDT    OX    THE    EUSSIAX 
IMPERIAL    LKASE    OF    2XD  (14TH)    APRIL,    1842. 

The  text  of  a  law  of  the  highest  importance,  which  has  recently  appeared 
in  Russia,  and  wliich  has  evidently  for  its  object  to  prepare  and  introduce 
M 
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gradually  a  change  in  rural  relations,  and  especially  in  the  personal  state 
and  real  condition  of  the  peasants,  has  been  published  in  the  122nd  num- 
ber of  the  Pru'>iia7i  State  Gazette. 

Before  oflering  any  observations  upon  this  remarkable  law,  it  is  desirable 
to  make  known,  in  a  few  words,  the  state  of  the  Russian  peasantry. 

For  this  purpose  should  be  preferably  selected  that  which  is  the  core  of 
of  the  monarchy — the  ancient  Muscovite  states  of  the  Czar,  or  Great 
Russia.  The  heretofore  Swedish  provinces,  the  German  provinces  on  the 
coast  of  the  Baltic,  the  Polish  provinces.  Little  Russia,  ancient  Scythia, 
and  the  Asiatic  disti-icts  are  either  not  subject  to  this  law,  as  Finland  and 
th6  Baltic  provinces,  or  the  influence  of  this  law  is  but  little,  or  much  less, 
ftlt  than  in  great  Russia,  where  the  culture  of  the  country  and  the  consti- 
tution of  the  rural  economy  is  quite  differently  organised. 

Great  Russia  is  inhabited  by  an  active  and  industrious  people,  well- 
fldapted  to  all  technical  labours,  and  at  the  same  time  fine  and  vigorous. 

About  the  one-half  of  the  whole  land  belongs  to  the  crown,  the  other 
half  to  the  nobility ;  the  people,  with  but  few  exceptions,  are  serfs. 

The  spirit  and  meaning  of  the  ukase  of  April  2nd  appears  to  us  to  be  as 
follows.  Up  to  that  day  there  were  only  the  proprietary  lords  (the  no- 
bility) and  free  persons  which  could  enter  into  contracts  the  one  with  the 
other,  respecting  usufruct  and  the  alienation  of  land ;  thenceforward  these 
conti-acts  have  become  possible  between  the  lord  and  his  serfs.  The  personal 
rights  of  the  serf  have  long  since  been  protected  as  much  as  possible  by 
the  legislation  of  the  eighteenth  and  nineteenth  centuries;  this  legislation 
forbids  the  commission  of  ill-treatment  and  acts  of  cruelty  against  the  serf. 
As  to  real  rights,  the  serf  in  fact  possessed  none  as  agatrmt  liis  lord.  All 
that  he  could  acquire  or  possess  belonged  to  the  lord,  who  could  take  it 
from  him  without  the  hindrance  of  any  law.  This  never  happened,  it  is 
true,  for  usages  and  customs  were  opposed  to  it ;  but  who  is  there  that 
could  predict  for  how  long  a  period  yet  usages  and  customs  will  obtain  in 
Russia,  in  presence  of  modern  civilisation,  which  will  only  recognise  legal 
conditions  ^ 

This  ukase  constitutes  a  new  kind  of  serfs,  who  can  possess  a  thing  in 
entire  property,  and  under  the  guarantee  of  the  law ;  for  since  the  right 
to  make  reciprocal  con.racts  with  their  lords  is  granted  to  them,  this  con- 
cession tacitly  implies  by  such  contiact  the  light  of  property  over  the  for- 
tune acquired.  There  is,  moreover,  accouled  to  them  llic  rigid  to  carry 
complaint  against  iheir  lords,  which,  to  this  time,  could  not  occur  in  resj:ect 
to  the  leal  concerns  and  the  fortune  of  serfs ;  for,  in  fact,  according  to  the 
tenor  of  the  second  article,  the  lord  not  being  able  to  do  himself  justice, 
and  being  obliged  to  institute  a  complaint  against  the  serfs  in  case  these 
should  not  fulfil  the  conditions  of  the  contract,  it  is  evident  that  the  right 
to  defend  themselves  and  to  make  complaint  is  acknowkged  in  them.  'Ihis 
species  of  serfs  has  a  complete  resemblance  to  the  mortaillables*  of  West- 
pnalia,  respecting  which  an  Englishman  wittily  observed,  "  they  are  serfs, 
but  entirely  free,"  while  the  Poles,  on  the  contrary,  are  "  free,  but  com- 
pletely slaves." 

As  to  the  method  to  be  adopted  in  the  concluding  of  contracts,  the 
ukase  in  question  leaves  the  contracting  parties  perfectly  at  liberty. 

Under  the  hitherto  existing  constitution  there  has  very  seldom  been 
farm  relations  in  respect  to  lai.ded  property ;  indeed,  till  now,  such  could 
be  only  concluded  with  freemen,  and  ot  them  there  were  few  in  the  country. 
They  were  first  increased  by  degrees  through  the  new  military  legislation, 
Qrider  which  the  soldier,  after  filteen  years  of  service,  is  dismissed  home  a 
fr^femari.  The  Russian  law  does  not,  as  far  as  we  know,  recognise  an 
•  Eigenbehorigen,  belonging  in  proprietary. 
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hereditary  farm  relation ;  but  by  the  present  ukase  it  is  evidently  not  ex- 
cluded. Perhaps,  indeed,  it  may  be  the  very  aim  of  the  law  given,  in 
which  case  there  may  be  expected,  probably  ere  long,  a  special  fundamental 
law  respecting  this  tie.  On  the  other  hand,  grants,  as  under  the  feudal 
law,  hereditary  leases,  &:c.,  in  general  contracts  by  which  a  divided  pro- 
perty (over  proprietary  and  profitable  proprietary)  is  constituted,  are  en- 
tirely excluded  by  the  introductory  part  of  this  law,  according  to  which 
the  lord  remains  sole  proprietor,  the  j)ca.sant  only  to  obtain  a  usufruct 
(temporary,  for  lifetime,  hereditary)  of  the  ground  and  soil.  We  must 
be  much  mistaken,  or  in  sect.  7  and  8  of  this  law  there  rests  a  great 
incentive  and  imi)ulsc  to  incline  the  land  proprietors  to  conclude  such 
contracts  with  their  peasants. 

"Sect  7.  As  for  the  conclusion  of  the  contracts  with  the  peasants  who 
belong  to  such  properties  as  are  engaged  with  the  loan  banks  of  the  em- 
pire, if  the  seigneurs  intend  to  continue  these  properties  in  pledge,  they 
must  obtain  the  consent  of  the  bank  before  passing  a  contract.  '1  be  pro- 
jterties  inhabited  by  contracting  peasants  may  also  again  bo  pledged  to 
the  loan  banks,  in  proportion  to  the  standing  income,  which  is  to  be 
Verified  from  the  extent  and  quality  of  the  ground,  and  from  the  means  of 
its  cultivation,  according  to  special  laws  to  be  given  afterwards  respecting 
this. 

"  Sect.  8.  The  seigneurs  and  the  contracting  peasants  are  for  ever  to 
remain  invariably  faithful  to  the  contracts  concluded  bet%veen  them,  having, 
however,  the  right  to  make  alterations,  by  special  and  private  arrange- 
ments, respecting  the  distribution  of  properties  and  the  labour  of  the 
peasants  for  certain  periods  on  their  reciprocal  agreement ;  and  if  the 
states  are  pledged,  this  must  be  with  the  concurrence  of  the  respective 
Id&n  banks  of  the  empire,  but  in  all  cases  not  otherwise  than  with  the 
previous  confirmation  of  govenmient." 

K  ^  In  Russia  almost  only  the  public  loan  institutions  grant  to  the  land  proprie- 

tors the  necessary  credit,  which  is  calculated  and  granted  according  to  the 
number  of  serfs,  and  then  for  each  soul  a  certain  sum  ;  but  this  very  difi'er- 
^ntly  in  different  governments.  That  the  full  value  of  the  labour  of  the 
serfs  cannot  be  taken  into  account  is  clear,  as  these  are  more  or  less  va- 
dllating ;  and  it  cannot  be  doubted  that  the  contributions  and  labours  of 
the  peasants  bound  l)y  contract,  especially  if  hereditary  forms  arc  chosen, 
have  a  m\ich  higher  value,  and  allow  a  much  greater  credit.  The  govern- 
ment has  hereby  left  their  hands  free,  probably  In  order  to  promote  the 
spreading  of  the  new  institution  by  facility  and  licence  In  this  sense. 

That  which  ap])cars  the  most  desirable  Is,  that  the  land  proprietors  should 
,^  be  led  to  change  the  hitherto  existing  tax  obrock  into  a  fee-farm  {erhpacht), 

'^  whilst  tlie  all  and  singidar  obligations  of  the  village  communities  should 

I:  continue  in  force;  whereby  a  moderate  Increase  of  rent  could  be  obtained, 

f. ;  perhaps,  in  most  places  without  prejudice  to  the  peasants,  who  would  be 

^:  mdemnified  by  favourable  and  lastmg  legal  relations,  through  which,  of 

pi  course,  the  now  existing  increase  of  the  tax  by  the  growth  of  the  popula- 

?'  tion  would  in  so  far  fall  away,   as  the  rural  community  would  no  longer 

remain  one  and  all  guarantees  for  the  unsettled  serfs. 

The  Minister  of  the  Interior  has,  on  the  3rd  of  April,  added  to  the  pub- 
lication of  the  law  a  circular  to  all  the  governors,  wherein  everybody  is 
^  warned,  under  threat  of  punishment,  to  understand  the  law  only  literallv, 

^  tod  not  to  surmise  any  interpretation  and  extension  foreign  to  it ;  never- 

^  theless  we  should  not  be  surprised  if  here  and  there  false  Interpretations 

'-  and  misunderstandings  should  occur,  which  might  lead  to  instigations  and 

I  to  partial  disorders;  but  the  benevolent,  humane,  and  paternal  spirit  which 

V,  M  2 
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has  inspired  this  law  will  finally,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  very  soon,  surmount 
all  obstacles,  and  bear  excellent  fruit. 
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Antigua* 
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343,.513 
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Dominica 

00,539 
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(Sla 

ve-trade  Paper 

3,  1842,  Class  i 

K,  p.  226.) 

In  connexion  with  the  foregoing  table,  which  will  be  found  useful  here- 
after for  reference,  we  give  the  following  extracts  from  a  speech  of  Lord 
Stanley's,  delivered  in  tlie  House  of  Commons  on  the  22nd  of  March,  1842, 
on  the  ai)])ointment  of  the  "West  Lidian  and  West  African  committees  of 
inquiry  : — "  It  will  ])e  found,"  .said  his  lordship,  "  that  the  British  emanci- 
pation took  place  witliout  the  occurrence  of  a  single  instance  of  tumult  or 
disturbance;  that  the  joy  of  the  negroes  on  the  1st  of  August,  1838,  was 
orderly,  sober,  and  religious  ;  that  since  emanci])ation,  the  negroes  have 
been  thriving  and  contented  ;  that  they  have  varied  their  manner  of  living, 
and  multiplied  their  comforts  and  enjoyments;  that  their  offences  against 
the  laws  have  become  more  and  more  liglit  and  infrequent;  that  their 
morals  have  imjjrovcd ;  that  marriage  has  become  more  and  more  substi- 
tuted for  concubinage  ;  tluit  tliey  are  eager  for  education,  raj)idly  advan- 
cing in  knowledge,  and  ])owerfulIy  influenced  by  (he  ministers  of  religion. 
Such  are  among  the  results  of  emancipation  which  are  plain  and  indispu- 
table ;  and  these  results  constitute,  in  tlie  estimation  of  her  Majesty's 
government  and  the  ])eo})le  of  I''ngland,  the  complete  success  of  the 
British  emancljjatlon,  in  so  far  as  relates  to  tlie  primary  and  paramount 
object  of  that  act." 

Among  the  quotations  given  by  the  noble  lord  in  proof  of  his  statement 
was  the  following,  furnished  by  Sir  Charles  Metcalfe,  late  governor  of  Ja- 
maica : — "The  numlier  of  freeholders  becoming  so  by  the  accumulations 
of  their  own  Industry,  asses.sed  in  Jamaica,  were,  Iii  1H3.S,  2014;  1840, 
7848;  "a  fact  which  shows  not  only  the  industry  and  willingness  of  the 
emancipated  slaves  to  bear  their  share  of  the  general  taxation,  but  their 
anxiety  to  become  possessed  of  the  political  franchise. 
*  No  apprcnticcsliip  in  Antigua. 
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After  showing  the  improved  condition  of  the  hil)owicrs  in  British 
Guiana,  his  lordship  jjroccedcd  to  observe :  "  Wliat  liad  been  tlie  conse- 
quence of  tliis  state  of  jjrosijcrity  in  tlie  ncp^ro  mind  and  ncf^ro  habits  ? 
Had  it  led  them,  as  some  pei-sons  feared  it  would,  into  liabits  of  vagrancy 
and  idleness?  Had  it  led  them  to  abandon  the  jiursuits  of  industry,  and 
give  up  the  cultivation  of  the  soil?  No  such  thing.  He  was  sure  he 
Mould  be  permitted  to  stale  one  or  two  most  satisfactory  instances  by 
Avhich  they  might  judge,  in  general,  of  the  motives  which  influenced  the 
negro  population."  'I'lie  noble  lord  then  adduced  the  fact  that  the  free 
negro  labourers  had  become  tlie  i)urchasers  of  considerable  portions  of 
land,  for  which  tiicy  had  i)aid  a  large  sum  of  money,  and  had  selected 
"  the  cultivated  ])arts  of  the  colony,  rather  than  retreat  to  the  distant 
parts,  where  the  same  money  would  have  procured  three  times  the  number 
of  acres  from  the  crown." 

Having  quoted  at  considerable  length  ofiicial  documents,  his  lordship 
said,  "  These  statements  sliew  ed,  he  thought,  this  :  that  as  far  as  the  la- 
bourers weie  concerned  in  Jamaica  and  Hemerara,  and  though  varying  in 
degree,  they  were  a  sam])le  of  the  whole  of  our  colonies,  the  experiment 
hod  been  not  only  successful  in  placing  them  in  a  situation  of  great  physi- 
cal enjoyment,  beyond  the  nnticipations  of  their  boldest  friends,  but  they 
also  ])roved,  that  tliey  had  learned  to  turn  to  advantr.gc  their  newly  ac- 
ouired  gift  of  fiecdom  in  accumulating  property,  the  ])roduct  of  their  in- 
dusUy,  and  cultivating  habits  worthy  of  freemen.  If  he  wanted  another 
proof  of  this,  he  had  it  ready  to  his  hand  in  the  amount  of  exports  to  the 
>Vcst  Indies  from  ih.is  countrv,  during  the  period  of  a])i)rcnticeship,  subse- 

auent  to  complete  emancipation.  The  average  value  of  the  exj-.orts  from 
lis  countr)'  to  the  AN'est  India  Colonics  in  the  six  yeais  preceding  eman- 
cipation, w  as  £2,783,000  ;  the  average  during  the  four  years  of  the  ajipren- 
ticcship,  IS.'Ju  to  183S,  was  £;3,oT3,000;  the  amount  during  the  first  year 
of  freedom,  1839,  was  £-l,002,000  ;  and  during  the  second  year  of  freedom, 
the  amount  was  £3,492,734.  He  would  not  trouble  the  House  with  fur- 
ther statements  with  respect  to  the  number  of  schools  and  chajiels  which 
had  been  built.  He  hoped  he  had  said  enough  to  indicate  to  the  House 
the  social  condition  of  the  negroes." 

On  the  debateable  jwint.s  introduced  into  this  speech  of  the  noble  lord 
respecting  the  cost  of  production.  su])])ly  of  labour,  &C.,  we  do  not  think 
it  necessary  either  to  quote  or  to  refute  liis  statements,  es])ecially  as  one 
of  the*  main  facts  on  which  he  rested  his  views  has  been  proved,  subse- 
quently to  it.s  deliver)-,  to  be  entirely  eiToneous  ;  we  therefore  conclude  our 
extracts  will:  the  following  important  remarks  of  his  lordship,  which  are 
■well  deser\ing  attention.  "  AVhen,"  said  the  noble  lord,  "he  looked  to 
the  average  quantity  of  sugar  imported  into  the  United  Kingdom  from  the 
West  Indies,  he  found  that  during  the  six  years  preceding  the  ai)prentice- 
ship  it  was  3,90o,()34  cwt;  that  during  the  four  years  of  the  apprenticeship 
it  fcU  to  3,486,22u  cwt;  that  during  the  first  year  of  freedom,  1839,  it  fell 
to  2,824,106  cwt;  and  that  durhig  the  second  "year  of  freedom,  1S40,  it  fell 
to  2,210,226  cwt.  If  the  House  would  ])ermi"t  him  to  state  this  ease  fully 
and  fairly  they  would  find  that  the  deficiency  in  the  quantity  had  been 
made  up  by  the  increased  value  of  the  jiroduce  in  the  different  intervals. 
For  instance,  the  average  value  of  sugar  for  the  six  years  preceding  the 
apprenticeship  was  £.'>,320,021,  and  that  for  the  four  years  of  the  ap- 
prenticeship was  £6,217,801  ;  in  the  first  year  of  freedom  the  amount  was 
£5,530,000,  and  in  the  next  year  £5,424,000  ;  and  although  this  year 
there  would  be  a  large  reduction,  still  there  would  be  a  fair  remuneration 
for  what  was  lost  by  the  diminution  of  produce."  (Hansard's  Parliament- 
ary Debates,  1842,  pp.  1092—1106.) 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 

TO   THE 

BRITISH  AND  FOREIGN  ANTI-SLAVERY  SOCIETY, 
IX    LONDON    AND    ITS    VICINITY. 


Should  any  inaccuracy  be  discovered  in  this  List,  the  Secretary  tc ill  feel  obliged  by 
his  being  informed  of  the  same,  in  order  to  its  correction. 

*«•  Donations  under  Five  Pounds,  which  were  printed  in  last  Report,  are  omitted  in  thli, 
except  such  as  are  accompanied  by  an  nnnunl  subscription,  or  a  fuilher  donation. 


Donation" 
£    ». 
Abdv,  E.  8..  Margaret  st, 

Caveudiih  square    ....        5     0 
A  Friend  to  hvunaniiv,  per 

John  Scoble '. 10     0 

Alexander,  G.  W.,  Ixiin- 

bard  street 375     0 

Allen,  Stafford,  Coivper  ft 
Allen,  William,  I'lougli  ct 
Ashur.t,     W.     H.,      137, 

Cheapside 

Barclay,  J.  G.,  Lombard  st 
Beaumont,  Abm,  Holborn     10   10 
Beaumont,  J,  Northamp- 
ton »quare 

BeU,  John,  Oxford  Btte<'t  120     0 
Brooks,  Vm,  Islington  . . 

Brown,  G.  B S    0 

Brown,  H.  N.,  Union   st, 

BhadweU    6     5 

Birchall,   S.    J.,  Doctors' 

Commons  

Birchall,  S.  J.,  iun.,  Ditto 
Buxton,  Sir  T.  F.,  Bart. 

Spitalficldj     10  10 

Buxton,  Edward  N,  Ditto       5     0 
Campbell,        Lieutenant- 

eol.,  Whitehall 

CUrke,  Jtr.,  Moor^te  st 
Collected  at  Exeter  hall. .     22  15 
Cooper,       Joseph,       Lau- 
rence PoMiiLiiry  lane   .  . 
Corderoy,  J.  and   E.,  Toi>- 

ley  street    ^    S 

Delerate.A,  perK.  Eorster  100     0 
Ewart,W.,.M.!>..  Pall  .Mall      5     0 

Fletcher,  Edmund    10     0 

Fordhain,  Mr    2     0 

Forsler.  Joseph  T 10    0 

Friends,  thesLandin^com- 

mittee  of  the  Society  of,  800    0 
Grimshaw,  \\  illiam,  jun  , 

Goswell  6trci-t   

Gum€y,Sain.,Loi»bard  s!   350     0 
Gumcy,  W.  B.,  Abinj?don 

•Ucet 10  10 

Harrev,  R,  Gracechurch  st 
Hatch'ard.  John,  Strand 
Haydon,  B.  R.,  t'onnaught 

terrace     0  10 

Hiuton,  Rev.  J.  H,  A.M., 

Finsbury  terrace 

Holmes,      William,      per 

Miss  Merrinjton 0  10 

Hubbcrt,  J.  II ull street,  8t 

Luke's     

Johnton,Rob..Vi'atlinf  ft      5     5 
Kitching,  John 5    0 


0  10  10 
2  2 
2     0 


1     0 

0     2     2 

0  10 


0 

0     5     5 


0 

0     1     1 

0 


Latchraoro.  John,  Lay 
ton's  bldnq^.  Borough 

Leceinc.  L.  C,  Fenchurcl 
buildings    

Lister,  D.,  Berkeley  sq... 

Lister,  Joseph  J.,  Token- 
house  vard     

Lnshington,  Rt  Hon.  Ste- 
phen, D.C.L 

Lushin^ton,  Charles  .... 

Langtori,.Mr 

Masters,  H.  W.,  Wilson 
street,  Finsbury   

Mills,  S.imucl,  Russell  sq. 

Neatby,  Jos.,  Kcnnington 

Norton,  W.,  Bermondsey 

Norton,  Thos,  jun..  Ditto 

Oliver,  J.,  Newington 
causeway    

Palmer,  E.,  High  street, 
South  wark 

Peek,  James,  Love  lane. . 

Post,  Jacob,  Islington     . . 

Roharts,   H.,    Brunswick 

f  quare 10  10 

Robinson,  Jos. P.,  Leaden- 
hall  street  

Savory,  Joseph,  CornhiU  5     0 

Sheppard,  Chas  H.,  Pump 

i       court.  Temple 

I  Smith,  Ebcn.,  Billiter  f-q. 
I  Snutn.Kev.  Dr  J.  P.,  Ho- 


Donations 
£    1. 

Ann.  Sub 
rf.  £    t.  d 

^ 

1 

1 

0 

?. 

a 

0 

10  10 
5    0 


5    5 
12  10 


Smith,  Elizabeth 

Southwark  Ladies'  Negro 
Friend,    and     .\nU-sla- 
I      very  society 22     0 

Stace'y,  George,  Holborn 
]  Sterrv,  Henry,  Borough 

Stirry,  Richard,  Ditto     . . 

Sterry,  Joseph,  Ditto 

I  Sterry,  Joseph,  jun..  Ditto 
I  Strut'hes,  W.,  Parliament 

street 10  10 

Taylor,  W.,  New  Ormond 
!      street 5    0 

Thompson,  T.,  Keppel  st 

Thorowgood,  S.,  Hounds- 
I      ditch   

Tucker,     Jos.,    Finsbury 

'       circus 

'  Tuckeit,  Henry,  South  st 
[  Walker,    S.,    per    G. 


2  2 

1  1 

1  1 

1  1 

1  1 

1  I 


1     1 
0  10 


1  1 

2  2 
1     1 


Alexander 10  10 


0  10     0  I  Warner,  J.,  Jewin  street 
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CONTRIBUTIONS  LN  THE  COUNTIES  OF  GREAT  BRITAIN  &c 


Donations.  . 
£.   s.   <<- 
BEDFORDSHIRE. 
Ainpthill. 

May,  Samuel  

Bedforil. 

Langley,  Miss     

Smith,  Mrs  William  .. 
Leighton  Bu/.zard. 

Grant,  John 10    0     0 

BERKSHIRE. 
Earringdon. 

Reynolds,  Jane 2'J     0     0 

Reading. 

Billing,  Mis3 

E'ardon,  Ephraim 

I'ardon,  James 

Eardon,  Joseph    .... 

H.-xrris,  John 

Huntley,  Thomas 
Huntley,  Thos,  junr 

Jacobs,  George 

Smith,  Henry    

Smitli,  John 

Stevens,  Mr  

Terrv,  George   

.   Tatty,  John 

Tntty,  Richard    

Vines,  Jabez 

Williams,  B 

Willis,  John 6     6     0 

Wobum. 

Wiffen,  B 10    0    0 

T.  C,  per  ditto 1     0    0 

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE. 
Buckingham. 

Hatton    and    Raban, 

Misses    I     0    0 

Chcshara. 

Ti-yor,  Samuel  r 

High  Wycomb. 

Wilkinson,  Jolin. .. .       5    0     0 
Olncv. 

Bell,  Sheppard 

Clarabvit,  T 0    2    6 

Gauntlctt,  Samuel  . . 
Gribble,   Rev.  C.  B., 

A.M 

Harris,  John 

Killingworth,  John  0     .5     0 

Killingworth,  Wm  . .  0  5  0 
Killingworth,  Thos..  0  5  0 
Langley,  —  E.L.I).  . .       0    5     0 

Langley,  Mis     0    5     0 

Longland,  G 0     5    0 

Old,  James    

Palmer,  Joseph    . 

Palmer,  Marv    0    2     C 

Sinith,Annc'Hopkiiis  150     0    0 

Smith,  Elizabeth 

Swannell,        William 

(Weston)    0    5     0 

Talbot,  John  H 

Talbot,  John 

Taylor.  John 0    5    0 

Toon,  John    0    2     6 

Yairne,  Rev.  J 0    5     0 

Whitlock,  James 0     2     6 

CAMBRIDGESHIRE. 
Cambridge. 

Anonvmou!,    per    E. 

Forster    10  10     0 

Eorsler,  Richard,  jun.       3     0     0 


0  10 

n 

0  5 

0 

0  2 

0 

0  10 

0 

2  2 

0 

0  2 

r, 

0  5 

0 

0  5 

0 

0  5 

0 

0  10 

0 

0  10 

0 

0  2 

0  10 

(1  10 

0  10 

0  10 

3     0    0 
0  10    0 


0  10 
0  10 

0 
0 

3  0 
0  10 

0 

0 

1  0 
1  0 

0 
0 

Donations.  . 
£.   J.   d. 
Eorstcr,  Edward  .... 
Hall,  Rev.  F.R.,DJD.      7     2     0 
Wisbcach. 

Auxiliary  Society... .       5     0     0 
Pcckover,  William  . .       5    0     0 
CHESHIRE. 
Macclesfield. 

Jesper,  Samuel 

CORNWALL. 
I'urncoose. 

Williams,  J.  jun 17     0     0 

Camborne. 

Budge,  John 2     2     0 

Falmouth. 

Fox,  Elizabeth 

Fox,  (Joorge 

Fox,  Robert  W 

Fox,  Alfred   

Li,ke;u(l. 

Atlrn,  John    

AUru,  Miss    

Brown,  W 0     5     0 

Elliott,  Johi 0    5     0 

Jackson,  Clement    ..        0     5     0 
Bundle,  Samuel  .    . . 

Starke,  F 0     2     6 

Veale,  J.  E 

Veale,  R 0    5     0 

Veale  Brothers 0    5    U 

Wadgd,  John     

Perran. 

Fox,  Charles 2    2     0 

Truro. 

James,  S 2  10     0 

James,  J 2  10     0 

Tiveedv,  William     .. 
CIMBEKLAND. 
Carlisle. 

Ferguson,  Joseph    . .     25     0    0 
Head,  George  He.id. .     50     0     0 

Xanson,  William 5    0     0 

Robinson,  (Jeorge  . . 
Robinson,  William  . . 

Sutton,  Lydia   

Cockermout'h. 

Harris,  Jonathan 0    5    0 

Spencer,  Jeremiah   . .       5    0    0 
Sutton,  Lydia  (Scotby) 
Modbury. 

Prideaux,  George 

Whitehaven. 

Spencer,  Jiihn 11     0     0 

DERIIYSHIUE. 
Derby. 

E\ans,  William,  .M. P.   lOO     0    0 
DEVON. 
Exeter. 

.Mexnnder,  Daniel  .. 

Binham,  .Miss  Esther      0    5    0 

Davis,  S 

Drewe,  William 

Dvmond,  Rol)ert 

IKmond.  John 

Kxans,  R 

(ihde,  .Mrs 

Jacomb,  T 0   10     0 

Kennaivay,  il.  (1811) 

Knott,  Thomas     

Ladies'  Auxiliary  So- 
riety,  per  .Miss's.  J. 
Dymond 10    0     0 


2  0  0 

1  0  0 

2  0  0 
2  0  0 
2  0  0 

0  10  0 

1  1  0 


I 

1 

0 

0 

10 

0 

0 

10 

1 

• 
0 

1 

2 

0 
0 
2 

0 
0 
0 

0  10 

0  10 

1  1 

6 
6 

0 

1   1 

0 

0  10 

0 

0 

10 

1 

0 
0 
0 

0 

10 

0 

0 

10 

0 

• 

0 

0 

0 

1 

10 

1 

0 
0 
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Donations.  Add 
£.  t.  d.  £. 

Lee,  William    1 

Mackintosh,  J 0 

Milward,  Thomas    ..       0  10    0 

Neyle,Mrs 0    7     0 

Pope,  llcv.  J.  W 0 

Sawer,  Y.  seii 1 

Sawcr,  Jolin 1 

Sheppard.J 0  10     0 

Sparkcs,  Thomas  T. .  0 

Sparkcs,  Sarah 10     0     0     1 

Sparkcs,  Rachaol. ...  1 

Treffn-,  Henn 1 

AVilkey,  J....' 0 

■VVilkcv,  Mrs 0 

"Wilkinson,  W.  II.  ..  5  0  0 
AVright,  Miss     1 

•lIaile«oo<l. 

Petk,  lUrhar.I f.     1     0     1 

Hoaviiroo. 

^Vl^^llt,  Mi>a     1 

Kin{r>l,ri.li:.-. 

A.iMhar\     0     0     0 

Modbiirj.  ■ 

rriilcHiix,  George     ..  0 

riyiiiouUi. 

i«i<lics' Auxiliarv . .  . .  17  0 
Wliito,  Jamos   .-'.....  0 

Sjiiccland. 

Fricndsat 0  10     0 

Vffculm. 

Mihvard.  Thomas    ..       0  10    0 
DORSETSHIRE. 

Toole. 

Iliiins,  WiUiajii    4     0     0     1 

DURn.\M. 

BishopnearmoulJi. 

Hichardi<on,  William  1 

Darlin'^ton. 

Backhouse,  Kduard  .  Ij  0  0 
Backhouse,  Jonathan   120     0     0 

Backhouse,  John 5     0     0 

Backliousc,  John  C.  .  2  0  0 
Backhouse,  William  .  3  0  0 
Backhouse,  Wm.jun.  2  0  0- 
Tease,  Joseph,  sen...  10  0  0 
Tca.sc,  Joseph,  jun...        3     0     0 

Tease,  John 2     0    0 

VcAsc,  John  B 5    0    0 

Tease,  Ednard 15     0     0 

Sams,  Joseph    I 

North  Sliiclds. 

Brown,  Willi.imjun.        110     1 
Ladies'  .\u\iliar\-  So- 
ciety     ; . . . .      22     0     0 

Trocler,  I.  U 1     1     0     1 

Trocter,  Joseph    1 

South  Shields. 

Bainbridpe,  Chris.  ..        0   10     0     0 
Winterbottom,  J.  M., 

,M.D.  (Westoe) 5     0     0 

Sunderland. 

.\rmstronjr,  Ilenty     .  0 

Backhouse,  td«ard  .  5 

Forster,  John 0 

Paull,  GeorRe   1 

B&nsom,  John 1 

Reed,  James 0 

Ritson,  John 0 

Bobson,  Thomas 1 

Stockton-on-Tees. 

Wetberall,  Joseph  . .  1 

ESSEX. 

Chelmsford. 

Christy,   T.  (Broom- 
field)    15    0    0 

Ditto  for  1842 10    0    0 


.Sub. 

1, 

d. 

I 

0 

10 

0 

10 

6 

1 

0 

I 

0 

10 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

10 

0 

1     0 

10    0 
10    0 


0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0  10 

1  0 


Donations.  .Vnn.Suh. 
£,   ,.  d.  £.  s.  d. 
Greenwood,  .M.  &  S.     10    0    0 

Knight,  .Vnn 1     0    0 

Wells  .-ind  Terry  ... .      10    0    0 
Colchester. 

.\uxiliar\- Society     ..     20     0     0 
Cat.lipool,  Thou'ias..        'J     0     0     2     0     0 

Cross,  William 1    10     0 

TapiUon,      .Mrs.      E. 

(Lexdcn)    2    0    0 

Earls  Colne. 

Matthews,  William..       0     5    0 
Eppin^. 

Uoubleday,  Benjamin       1     0     0 
Great  Bardfield. 

Kriendsat, 2     0    0 

Ilalstead. 

Jesup,  Jaiiic:^ 

Stanstc.id. 

Hicks,  Charles 

I'pton. 

Sturscs,  Miss    1      1     0 

Woodwark,  Rev.  J  . .  0  18    0 

Woodwark,  Mrs 1     1     0 

Witham. 

Bolt,  William 1     0    0 

Butler,  William    ....  0  10     0 

Butler,  Thomas   ....        10     0 
Catclipool,  James     .. 
Catchpool,  Thomas. . 
Dixon,  B.    Wickham 

Mills    0  10    0 

Dixon,  K.W 

I'oster,  James 

Kendall,  i;iiza 

Tattisson,  W.  H 5    0    0 

I'attisson,  J.  H 

Tiper,  D.  II 0     5    0 

Shoens,  the  Misses.. 
Smith,  Thomas    .... 

Unwin,  J 

GLOUCESTERSHIRE. 
Bristol. 

and  Clifton  La- 
dies      16    0    0 

Ash,  Edward,  M.D..     10    0    0    2    2    0 

BouvUle,  Ann 5    0    0 

Ball,  Gawcn 25    0     0 

Charlton,  James 10    0    0 

Eaton  Joseph    X)    0     0     5    5    0 

I'ricnd,  A 10     0     0 

I'rom  one  wlio  pur- 
chased 20  shares  in 
the  Imperiiil  Brazil- 
ian Mines,  without 
the  knowledge  of 
their  being  worked 
by  slaves.  In  trust 
to  be  applied  for 
tlie  benefit  of  the 
slaves  employed  in 

the  said  mines 70    0     0 

Fry,  Richard     5    0    0 

Grace,  Josiah    110 

Harford,  John 10     0     0 

Hunt,  Henry    10    0    0 

Reynolds,  Joseph    ..      10    0     0 
Saunders,  Thomas  . .      10     0     0 

Tanner,  John   5    0     0 

Thomas,  Edward 25    0    0    5    0    0 

Thomas,  George R')     0     0 

Thomas,  Alfred    10     0     0 


0  10 

0 
0 

1   10 

0  10 

1  1 
1  1 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

0  10 
0  10 
0  10 

0 
0 
0 

AuMliarvSoi 
T.    Br'ewii 

surer    

Cheltenham. 

Auxiliary   . . 


18     0    0 
8  10    0 
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Donations.  Ann.  Sub. 
£.   s.   d.  £.  t.   d. 
Ladies'    Anti-slavery 
Association. 

A  Friend    0  10    0 

Aepew,  Miss     110 

Ditto      (Collectinsf 

Card)  0  13     6 

Baker,  Miss 0  10    0 

Ball,  Mrs 10    0 

Banner,  Mrs 0  10     0 

Barrett,  Mrs 0  10     0 

Capper,  Rev.  D 0    5    0 

Capper,  Mrs 110 

Dolbell,  Mrs 0  10    0 

Flower,  Hon.  Mrs.  . .        10     0 

Gardener,  Mrs 10     0 

Greig,  Miss   0    5    0 

Ditto      (Collecting 

Card)  0  U    0 

Hopper,  Mrs 1     0     0 

Lewis,  Mrs 110 

Lindsey.  Mrs 0  10    0 

Monro,  Mrs 1     1     0 

Newman,  Mrs 1     0    0 

Oldham,  Mrs 1     0     0 

Orrasby,  Mrs 0  10     0 

Owen,  Mrs 0    .5    0 

ReyncU,  Mrs 10     0 

Reynell,  Miss 10     0 

Seward,  Miss    0  10    0 

Underwood,  Mrs.     . .  0  10     0 

Wallace,  Mrs 1     0     0 

Terburj,  Miss 1     1     0 

(Of  the  above  amount 
£13.  13s.  has  been 
received  ;  the  dif- 
ference is  the  ex- 
pense incurred  for 
publications  and  in 
helpingthe  agency.) 
Clifton. 

Guilleband,  Rev.  P..      IIU     0     1     1     0 

Lindoe,  Dr 5    0    0 

Lindoe,  Mrs 5    0     0 

French.iy. 
Xuckett,  Elizabeth  . .  110 

Tuckett,  P.  D 110 

Xuckett,  Francis 1     1     0 

Gloucester. 

Harward,  Capt.  R.N.  1     0    0 

Tewkesbury. 

Hartland,  Mrs 1      I     0 

HAMPSHIRE. 
Alton. 

Crowley,  Henr>- 2-2     0     0 

Crowley,  .\braham  . .      11     0     0 
Holmes, -William....       1     0     0     0  10     0 
Andover. 

Heath,  Thomas    110 

Basingstoke. 
Letroy,  C.  E.    (West- 
ham)    10    0    0 

Kordingbridgc. 

Neave,  Josiah  10    0 

Lymington. 

Clark,  Mr» 1     0     0 

Petersfleld. 

Vick,  J.  0 0  10     0 

Winchester. 

Knight,  Miss    5    0    0     1     0    0 

HEREFORDSHIRE. 
Hereford. 

Evans,  Thomas 110 

Leominster. 

Newman,  George. .. .  2     0    0 

Pritchard,  John  ,...       5    0     0     2     0    0 

Southall,  Samuel 6     0    0    3     0     0 

Southall,  Edward  P.  .  9    0    0 


Donation..  Ann.  Sub. 

£. 

i_ 

d. 

£ 

(. 

d. 

Southall,  John 

1 

0 

Ross. 

Burgess,  Wilson 

J 

0 

0 

Morgan,  Nathaniel  . . 
HERTFORDSHIRE. 

1 

1 

0 

Bedwell  Park. 

Smith,  Sir  C.E.B.irt. 

5 

5 

0 

Berkhampsteud. 

Squire,  Thomas    

5 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

Harpenden. 

Curtis,  James 

1 

\ 

0 

Hertford. 

Cole,  Joseph 

1) 

10 

0 

Lucas,  James    

0 

10 

0 

Manser,  William. . . . 

0  10 

0 

Pollard,  AVilUam. . . . 

0  10 

0 

Squire,  Henry 

0 

10 

0 

Hitchin. 

Auxiliary  Society     . . 

.')0 

0 

0 

Sharpies.  Jineph 

60 

0 

0 

Hoddesden. 

-Manser,  James  P.... 

0 

10 

0 

Ware. 

Cranstone,  George  . . 

0 

10 

0 

H....per,      .Maria      de 
llorne      

1 

0 

0 

M.-rr.  Joseph     .... 

0 

10 

0 

S,|uir.-,J,.sephHooper 

0 

10 

0 

in  NTlNGUON. 

Iloii'.rhtiin. 

Brown,  Potto    

3 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

(ioodraan,  Joseph    . . 

2 

0 

0 

3 

0 

0 

St.  Ives. 

.\uxiliary  Society    . . 

5 

0 

0 

Bliss,  Rev.Thos.  B.A. 

1 

0 

0 

Gillens,  Edward  .... 

0 

10 

0 

Holland,  Rev.  J.  K.  . 

1 

0 

0 

Paul,  T.  D 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

Upcher,  Joseph    .... 

1 

0 

0 

KENT. 

Blackheath. 

Paynter,  John,  Mout- 

pelier  road 

5 

5 

0 

Margate. 

.\uxiliary  society 

6 

0 

0 

Rochester. 

Rochester  and  ChaU 

ham  Auxiliary 

40 

0 

n 

latum,  William.... 

1 

0 

0 

Strouil. 

V  l.crler.  Fredejick 

2 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

LANCASIllllE. 

r.l.i.kl.urn. 

Aldirsdii,  Harrison 

n 

10 

6 

Kc.l.s,  liai.ister. ... 

I 

0 

0 

K.rW<.  T.  amlR.. 

1 

0 

0 

11  liter.,  Edward  .... 

0 

0 

Sl.urrock.Eccles  .... 

1 

0 

0 

Thwaite,  John 

0 

10 

6 

Colth.mse  .Meeting. 

rri.ndsat 

8 

18 

0 

2 

1, 

I'e.iriilioad. 

I'l.tcMer,  Martha.... 

0 

'  Bciis,.ii,"  Robert    .... 

00 

0 

0 

BmII.v,  Alderman  T. 

2 

0 

0 

Come;-,  William    .... 

,') 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

Ciu.ke.  (.eor.,'e 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

Cooke,  Isaac 

3 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

Coward,  John    

2 

0 

Cox,  George  I 

•> 

0 

0 

Cropper,  Edward 

50 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

Cropper,  John,  jun... 

50 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

Crossticld,  G.  and  Co. 

35 

0 

0 

Crossfield,  John 

5 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

Fawcett,  William     .  . 

10 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

Green.,  J.  H 

1 

0 

0 

,t  •■ 


w 


# 


il 


DonationB.  Ann.  Sub.  1 

£.   ..   d.  £.  1.  d. 

Hadnen,  Isaac 

5    0    0    110 

Hadnren.  Isaac,  jijn. 

Haigb,  Bartin 

Hope.  William 

110 

Job,  Messr?.  Brotlierj 

5    Q    Q 

Jones,  R.,  and  Sons 

5    0    0     110 

Kay.  William    

20    0    0 

Kii.f,  Alfred 

1     1     0 

King.  Joseph    

1     1     0 

Morecroft,  Thomas.. 

,'.00110 

Rathbone,  William  . . 

10    U    0 

lUlhbone.  Richard  . . 

15    0    0     I     10 

Kobson,  H.  E 

1    0     0 

Byley,  James,  jun.  .  . 
Walraslev.  Sir  Joshua 

5     0     0 

•i     l    0 

Yates,  Richard  V.    .  . 

5     0     0     110 

Manchester. 

Bioyon,  Thomas   .... 

■.'     0    0 

Clare,  Pettr  

1      1     0 

Cnjndson,  Isaac 

20  10     0 

Dawson.  Geor^ 

1      1     0 

HaU.J..jun.(Salford) 

1     1     0 

Manchester  and  Sal- 

ford  Auxiliary 

95     0     0 

Rochdale. 

Brieht,  Jacob    

Swarthmore  Meeting. 

10    0    0 

Funds  at 

5   .0    0 

Snarthmore  Meeting. 

Friends  at, 

2     2     0 

5     0    0     2     0     0 

Wiipu.. 
ifajgh  Foundry  Co... 

Heron,  John  L 

1     n     0     1     0     0 

LEICESTERSmUE. 

Leicester. 

Burge-^«,  Thomas     . . 

1     0    0 

£llis,  JohTi  

5    0'  0 

LLN'COLNSHIBE. 

Bransby. 

6pcocer,  Thomaa 

1     1     0 

Gainsborough. 

Boiven,  8.  .VI 

0  10    0 

PaJian.  Thomas    

0    5    0 

WaUon,  Thomas 

0    5    0 

Louth. 

A  uxlliarv  Society    .. 

10    0    0 

Barker,  irancis '. . . . 

5    0    0 

Larder,  Joseph     

5    0    0 

Spalding. 

Ma-.ev,  Willir.m  .... 

5     0     0 

SpiUby  and  .Alford  Aux- 

iliar)-,    tx^r   '^^'-   ^<"-<'. 

See 

15    0    0 

Holliin<l,    Mrs.    (Hal- 

low Park)   

5     0    0 

MIDDLESEX. 

Bamet. 

Kobarta.  NaUianirl.. 

10  10    0 

Chelsea. 

.M»op,  Birhard,  jun. 

0  10     0     0  10     0 

Warner.  V.  H.  6,  Pa- 

radise Row     

1     1     0 

CUpton. 

For»ter.    Joseph     T 

(Springfield) 

10    0   0 

Hackney. 

CarlUe,  Rev.  J 

1     1     0 

Livesav.  Thoma-K. . . . 

0  10     0 

Hounslow. 

Ashbv,  WiUiam    . .  . 

1     0    0 

Isle-worth. 

Beck.  Edward 

2     2     0     110 

Kensin^n. 

Canning,  Sophia  . .  . 
Kiogsland. 

0  10    0 

6coWe.  A.  R.,  CollecU                                     | 

ingBook    

0  17   a 

Donations.  Ann. Sab- 
£.   ,.   d.  £.  I.  d. 
South  gate. 

Overend,  Mary 10  16     0 

Staines. 

Ashby,  Charles I     0     0 

Ashby.  Frederick     . .  n 

Ashby,  Thoma*.  jun.  I      1      0 

Pope,  Miss  Margaret      5     0     0 
Stoke  Ntwington. 

Aqonymous   5     0     0 

Homan,  Francis  ....  1     1     0 

Uunton.  Joseph  ....  ^  '"     2 

Thompson,  W 2     0     0 

Ladies'      Auxiliary, 
Mrs.JeffersonTrea- 

Buror   97  18     2 

Saleof  Fancy.\rticle3, 

per  ditto 7   18     2 

Tottenham. 

Ball,  William    10  10     0     2     2     0 

Forster,  Josiah 3     3     0 

Forster,  Robert    ....       500110 
A  Friend  per  ditto  . .     50     0    0 

Howard,  Robert 5     5     0 

Stacey,  Bachael    ....       500200 
NORFOLK. 
Downham  Market. 

Doyle,  James     10     0 

Norwich. 

Norfolk  and  Norwich 
Auxiliary,  per  J.  J. 

Gurney   160     0     0 

Bignold,  Thomas  . .  5  0  0  110 
Forster.  William. ...  I     !     0 

Gurney,  Joseph  John  150     0     0     5    5     0 
Wereham. 

Sewell,  Philip  300110 

Yarmouth. 
Sewell,  Edward    ....       5    0     Q     1     0     0 
NORTHAMPTONSHIRE. 
Kettering. 

Friends,perJ.G.Gotch      7  16     0 
Northampton. 

Auxiliarv,  per  James 

Atkins",  Secretary   .     10     0     0 
Wellingborough. 

Auxiliary  Society     . .     10     0     0 
NORTIRMBERL.^ND. 
New  castlc-on-Tyne. 

Ladies'  Association   .       5     0    0 

Batson,  W.  S 2     2     0 

Beaumont,  William..     20     5     0     1     10 

Cargill,  Thomas 3    3     0     110 

Dees,  Robert  R 0  10     0    0  10    0 

Fenwick,  John 5    0    0     110 

Finlay,  James   5    5     0     110 

Forster,  Matthew     . .        1     0    0    0  10     0 
Longridge,  Michael   .       3     3     0     110 
Priestman,  Jonathan       2     0     0     10     0 
North  Shield*. 

Ladies' .\ssociation. .      12     0     0 
NOTTINGHAMSHIRE. 
Nottingham. 

Clarke,  C.  H 5    0    0 

Fox,  Samuel 25    0     0 

OXFORDSHIRE. 
Banbury. 

Gillett.  Joseph  A . . . .  10    0 

Charlbury. 

Albright.  Nicholas  . .  5  0  0  0  10  0 
Albright,  William  . .  5  0  0  0  10  0 
Sessions,  James    ....  0  10     0 

Oxford. 

Oxford  Auxiliary 5     0     0 

RUTLAND. 
Preston. 

Parker,  T.  0 110 


nmiaJ^' iS3^ 
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Donations.  Aim.  Sub. 


SHROrSHIRE. 

■ 

Coalbrook  Dale. 

BiVftlelt,  Kcv.  John.. 

0 

Dal-by,  .Vbraham  . . . 

110     0    0 

0 

Darby,  .\lfred    

10    0    0 

n 

Darby,  Deborah   

10     0     0 

0 

D.irby,  Lucy 

10     0     0 

0 

D.irby,  Mary 

10     0     0 

0 

Darby.  Kichara    .... 
Dickinson,  Barnard 

0 

10    0    0 

(» 

Graham,  Tliomas 

0  10 

6 

Tritchard,  George    . . 

0 

.     Pritchard,  Jolin    . . . . 

0 

Reynolds.  Hannah  . . 

0 

Rose   .\nn 

0  10 

6 

SOMERSKT. 

Bath. 

.\uxiliary  Society     . . 

15    0    0 

I«idies'  ditto 

27    0     0 

Dillwyn,  George  . . . . 

.')     0     0 

Stuart.  Captain  V.    . . 

10    0    0 

5    0 

0 

Bridgcwater. 

Brown,  Cai)t.G..R..V. 

0  10 

0 

Brown,  W.  S 

0  10    0 

James,  Rev.  AV 

0  10    0 

Nicholls,  II 

0  10     0 

I'ouch,  — 

0  10     0 

Thompson.  C 

0  10     0 

Thompson,  F 

0  10    0 

Thompson,  Josei)h    . 

0  10    0 

Frome. 

Bunn,  Mr.  andMi»s. 

1     0 

0 

Taunton. 

Ladies'  Ne^o  Educa- 

tion   and   Anti-sla- 

very Association  . . 

9  10    0 

Clark,  Samuel  

0  10 

0 

Dawe,  Mary 

Dymond,  Miss  S 

1     0 

0 

I   1 

0 

French,  William 

0    5    0 

Smith,  Mrs 

1     1 

0 

Thompson,  Hon.  .Mrs. 

rouiidcisford  Turk 

10  10    0 

Young-,  John 

1   1 

0 

■VVellin^on. 

Cuir,  Rev.  J.  II 

0  10 

0 

Fox,  Sandi     

6     0     0 

6TA1-F0KDSIIIKE. 

Camp  Hill,  ne.ir  Newca 

tic. 

Wedgwood.  Sarah    . . 

Ill     0     0 

Wcdnesbury. 

Ladies'     Negroes' 

Friend  Society  .... 

45    0    0 

SUFFOLK. 

Bury  St.  Edmund's. 

Auxiliary  Society     . . 

10    0    0 

Pace,  John 

1     0 

0 

Ipswich. 

Auxiliary    

U    0    0 

Alexander.  R.  D 

5    0    0 

Clarkson.     Thomas, 

PlayfordHall    .... 

.55  10    0 

Clarkson,  Mrs.  ditto  . 

.10    0 

1   1 

0 

Shewell,  John  T.... 

5    0    0 

Needham  M.irket. 

Maw,  Thomas 

'2    0    0 

1    1 

0 

Eushmcre. 

Fox,  Thomas     

4    0    0 

.'    0 

0 

Stowmarket. 

Prentice,  Thos.  &Co. 

5    0    0 

Webb.  Joseph  A 

5    0    0 

Sudbury. 

Bass,  William  

1     0 

0 

Friends,  per  ditto 

2  10    0 

Woodbridge. 

Auxiliary  Society,  per 

Rev.  H.Taylor.... 

7  10     1 

Donatio 

is. 

\n 

rSub. 

Jf.  J 

(/. 

X 

t. 

<l. 

Ladies'  Xogro  Frien. 

I 

and  Instruction  So 

ciety    

13     0 

0 

Alexander,  J.  B.  . . . 

0 

10 

0 

CoiTancc,  F.  W.  . . . 

1 

0 

0 

Fowler,  J.  B 

0 

10 

0 

Jessup.A 

0 

10 

0 

Lamb,  G 

0 
0 

10 
10 

0 

.Moor,  Major 

0 

Oakden,  B 

0 

10 

0 

Ross,  Rev.  J 

0  10 

0 

.Shaw,  R.  N 

1 

0 

0 

Silver,  T.   r 

1 

0 

0 

Tavlor,  Rev.  II 

0 

10 

0 

Thompson.  V 

0 

10 

0 

Webster,  Rev.  G.E.. 

0 

10 

0 

SURREY. 

Clapl.ain. 

lloriio,  J.  S 

10     0 

;j   0 

0 
0 

Sirivcns,  George... 

Crovdon. 

Hnmtt,     Ri.hard 

(Waddon) 

5     0 

0 

•> 

2 

0 

Hclfonl,   I'eter 

2     2 

0 

Cio^l.v,  C.  S 

5    U 

0 

KMrctt'.  Ann  (Thorn- 

ton lI.Mlll) 

1 

1 

0 

Firth,  rhilip(ditto).. 

5 

5 

0 

Towell,  John     

1 

0 

0 

P.Tkha.n. 

ta~h,  S.iiMMcl     

1 

1 

0 

Ca>l..  William 

7     0 

0 

1 

0 

JeHrey,  Russell     .... 

•2 

2 

0 

Norton,  William  .... 

1 

1 

0 

Rolling,  Samuel  .... 

5    0 

0 

RichmoiKl.    . 

.Mendham,  John  .... 

1     1 

0 

Walworth. 

Harris,  Jane 

10    0 

0 

Harris,  Jane,  juii.  .. 

5     0 

0 

Harris.  Lvdia    

5    0 

0 

Wandsworth. 

l-:aton,  Mary 

20    0 

0 

3 

0 

0 

SISSE.V. 

Brighton. 

Special  Subscriptions. 

AiKinynious    

0    5 

0 

\i:i>.-.,I>.i:<c     .'.'.'.'.'.'.[ 

1     0 

0 

Bloomtiel.l,  SirT.... 

0  10 

0 

Brown,  Fr.uKis    .... 

0  10 

0 

Can-,  John 

1     0 

0 

Carter,  James    

1     0 

0 

Eduards  l!ov.  J 

0  10 

0 

(;hli^ver.  John 

1     0 

0 

(ioult'v,  li.N.  J.  N.   .. 

0   10 

u 

Hack.' Dam.  1  I' 

1     0 

0 

llonK-.  John 

0   10 

0 

Kr„,p.  (.nne.    

1      0 

0 

Tatrhiiig,  Ki.lKNd   .. 

(1   :> 

0 

I'lufold,  William.... 

1     0 

0 

0  10 

0 

Inwiii',  Joi'iath.iiV".! 

0  10 

0 

n~o" 

"o 

Bass,  I>.i;ic     .. 
Horsham. 

Honevwood,  Thomas        0 
Pollard.  William.... 

Po!i.i,a,  J  ■uic. 

Stamllord,  John    

Ltues. 

.\uxiliaiN  Society    ..       5 

.\bbott,  Benjamin 0 

Browne,  Mary   0 

Dicker,  'I'homas  .... 


10    0    0     1     1 
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Donations. 
£..  /.    d. 
Godlec,  Burwood  .... 

Kidder,  James 

Kickuian,  John 

Ricknmn,  Sarah    0     .'>    0 

Hickman.  R.  I' 0    5     0 

^Vo^H^9,  Joseph 

Woods,  Marjraret 

Woods,  G.  and  .\.     . . 
•WARWICKSIIIKE. 
Bimiinifham. 

Auxiliar>    1.'.     0     0 

Ditto  Indies'     30     0     0 

Ditto  and  West  Drom- 

wich  Ladi.«- CO     0     0 

A  Friend,  p<'r  Joseph 

Stiirge,      touards 

speciiU  expen<eii  . .      10     0     0 
Bond-street      fh.nnel 

Ken.alo       Anti-la- 

Terv  .\siioriatiiin  ..      10     0     0 

Bottomlev.   J.'hn 

Boultlx-e.' William  .. 

Bre«  in,  Thomas T)     0     0 

C.    M.     Binnin?ham, 

per   Joseph   bturge     20     0     0 
Ferjnison,  Joseph    ..        .')     0     0 

Glover,  Mrs.  S 5     0     0 

James,  Rev.  John  A.       5     0     0 

Lloyd.  Samnel 5     0     0 

Llovd.  Thomas 5     0     0 

LJovd,  James     5     0     0 

M.fc.  per  Josh.  Starve     10     0    0 
Mooelcv,    Rev.  Thos. 

M.A.'   5     0     0 

Kiland,  Rev.  John   ..      10     0     0 
8cholefield,Josh..\I.r.       5     0     0 

Stunfc,  Joseph 4'15     0    0 

Sturjfe,  Charles     25     0     0 

Stunre,  ?:<lmund 5     0     0 

Coventr^•. 

Atkin's.  Arthur 

Canh,  Joseph      

Oiiliion,  John     

Wilniot,  Sir  J.   K.   K. 

Uart.      (UerksKell- 

liall) 10     0     0 

WEST.MOUr.I.AND. 
Kendal. 

Auxiliarv  Sorictv     ..      71     0     0 

Dilti.  I-ailie-'     4     0     0 

llrailhuaiti-.  Nanr    .. 

(;re«dv,Mi.   W.  U 40     0     0 

Wilson.  Isaac    10     (I     0 

wn-TsniiiK. 

Ueviies. 

Anslie.  G.  W 

Melkslum. 

Jeffery..  Thomas 5     0     0 

Matravers.  Willi.iin. . 
Wotlon  Bassott. 

Maeknen*.  Mr 

WORCKSTEUSmUK. 
Bewdlej-. 

Zacharj,  Thomas    ...        500 
Evesham. 

Burlinehani,  Rirhard 

Ijidien'  Assoriation..      21     0     0 
Worcester. 

Newman,  Thomas    . .      10     0     0 

Pumphrev.  Stanli'j.. 
YORKSHIRE. 
Bradfonl. 

Ellis,  James 

Kor^ter.  W.  E 

Gamutt,  Janies 

Harris,  Henry 10  10    0 


Ann.S 

il.. 

D 

jnations.  Anr 

.Sub. 

.  £.  t. 

d 

£.   ,. 

d. 

i: 

/. 

d. 

0  10 

0 

Holmes,  Jo>eph    .... 

0 

10 

6 

0  10 
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The  following  importanl  Anti-slaveey  PUBLICATIONS  are  now  on 
sale :— Subscribers  to  the  Society  are  entitled  to  have  them  at  a  reduction 
of  ttrenty-Jive  per  cent,  under  the  prices  annexed. 
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PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  ANTI-STAVERY  CONVENTION,  held  in  Lou- 
don, in  June,  1840.     One  volume  8vo,  price  Fourteen  Shillings. 

"  We  Hienii^a  the  volumo  with  our  heartiest  commendation  ;  of  the  interc-t  and  importance 
of  it«  contents  Tre  cannot  speak  too  Iiighly.  The  e.xtensive  circulation  of  such  a  work,  while 
fatounible  to  the  immediate  objcrt  of  the  convention,  cannot  fail  to  strengthen  the  benevolent 
affertions  of  our  nature,  and  to  cheri-h  a  spirit  of  enlarged,  single-minded,  and  active  philan- 
thropy."— Eclectic.  "  The  anti-slaverj  public  are  laid  under  deep  obligations  by  the  care  and 
industry  which  have  been  bestowed  upon  this  repoi-t,  which  appears  to  be  full  and  faithful, 
and  i>  ele^ntly  printed.  It  is  a  monument  of  benevolent  feeling." — Patriot.  "  The  work  is 
one  of  thrilling  interest,  and  w  ill  be  read  with  eagerness  by  every  friend  of  human  liberty  and 
human  happinesj.  No  man  interested  in  the  question  of  slavery  ought  to  be  without  it — and 
ire  may  add,  no  man  who  has  it  and  reads  it  can  be  otherwise  than  interested." — Noncan- 
formitt.  ••  The  J'rorer<li>i<!.'i  of  the  General  Anii-tlnrery  Convention  is  a  bulky  octavo  of 
nearly  six  hundre<l  pages,  containing  a  lull  report  of  the  sittings  and  subjects  discussed  at  the 
njeetmg  held  in  London  last  suniniiT." — Cohnial  Gazette.  "  This  volume  contains  a  very  full 
and  faithful  record  of  the  pn.ci  ediiigs  ;  we  regard  it  as  a  volume  which  wiU  possess  increasing 
Interest  for  centuries  to  come." — Cfirislinn  hxaminer. 

INDIA.  SLAVERY  AND  THE  SLAVE-TRADE  IN  BRITISH  INDIA, 
with  notices  of  the  existence  of  these  evils  in  Cej-lon,  Malacca,  Penang,  and  Singa- 
pore, from  official  documents.     Price  One  Shilling. 

Showing  the  extent  of  slavery  in  British  India;  the  laws  which  regulate  it;  the 
prMent  condition  (if  the  slave  jjopulatinn  ;  the  external  and  internal  slave-trade; 
and  the  proceedings  in  Great  Britain  and  India  relative  thereto. 

"Tht»  pamphlet  contains  a  collection  of  facts,  proving  the  existence  of  the  evil  to  nn 
etiormous  excess  in  India." — Ea.\l  India  Telegrajih. 

A  BRIEF  VIEW  OF  SLAVERY;  being  the  substance  of  the  above.  Price 
Fire  Shillings  per  hundred. 

INDIA.  SLAVERY  IN  INDIA;  bv  Professor  William  Adam,  of  Cambridge, 
Massachusetts,  United  States.     Second  Edition.     Price  Two-pence. 

The  author  of  this  pamphlet  having  resided  in  India  for  many  years,  his  state- 
ments may  be  luUy  depenccd  upon,  as  to  the  extent  of  slavery  in  India, 

EMIGRATION  FROM  INDIA.  The  export  of  Coolies  and  other  labourers  to 
Manritius.     Price  Six-pence. 

AMERICA.  SLAVERY  AND  THE  INTERNAL  SLAVE-TRADE  IN 
THE  UNITED  STATES  OF  NORTH  AMERICA;  being  replies  to  Queries, 
&c.     In  one  vol.  Svo.     Price  Four  Shillings. 

"A  more  complete  portraiture  of  sla\ery  than  has  ever  before  appeared.  The  caution, 
fidelity,  and  temp<-r,  with  which  it  is  executed,  aie  altogether  admirable.  It  is  better  fitted  than 
any  volume  «hith  has  yet  issued  from  the  press  to  con\ey  to  English  readers  a  knowledge  of 
the  entile  subject,  and  should  be  perused  by  all  Avho  wish  to  become  thoroughly  acquainted 
with  it." — i.tieclv  .  "  \\c  h;ne  heie  a  docicnicnt  of  great  interest  and  unquestionable  value — 
in  unimpeachable  testimony  as  to  the  real  state  of  things  in  the  Union,  as  far  as  slavciy  and 
the  internal  slave-trade  are  cdiicenud."— 7  ij(im.  ".\  «oik  of  fearful  interest  and  importance. 
That  no  donbi  may  be  rnti  rtaiiied  of  its  authenticity,  we  would  remind  the  reader  that  they 
re«  np<.n  the  exehisi\e  ami. only  ol  .American?  thems'ehes."— tAt/rc//nian'»  Monthly  Rerieta. 
"This  \ohime  may  be  recei\ed  as  an  arl)itrator  to  end  the  strife;  lor  its  allegations,  although 
put  forth  bt  alM>liiioni^-ts,  ate  made  upon  authorities  which  southerners  can  never  contradict." 
—Anti-tloTiTy  Jif/Kirler. 

AMERICA.  THE  AMERICAN  CHURCHES  THE  BULWARKS  OF 
AMERICAN  SL-\VERY.     S(  cond  Edition.     Price  One  Shilling. 

This  pani|  hlet  contains  most  indisputable  evidence  as  to  the  extent  to  which 
most  of  the  churches  in  America  are  invoUed  in  the  guilt  of  supporting  the  slave 
•jrttern,  and  is  published  with  a  view  to  make  the  British  Christian  public  ac- 
quainted with  ;hc  real  state  of  the  case. 

.THE  CONDITION  OF  THE  FREE  PEOPLE  OF  COLOUR  IN  THE 
UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA.     Price  Threepence. 

Reprinted  Ironi  the  "Anti-Slavery  Examiner,"  published  at  New  York  in  1839. 
It  shows  the  dcarading  position  in  which  people  of  colour  are  placed  in  the  free 
States  of  America. 
^AMERICA.  A  LETTER  TO  THE  CLERGY  OF  VARIOUS  DENOMI- 
NATIONS, and  to  the  Slave-lujldiug  Planters  in  the  southern  parts  of  the  United 
Slates  of  America.     By  Thomas  Clarkson.     Price  One  Shilling. 

CUBA.  SLAVERY  IN  CUBA.  An  address  presented  to  the  General  Anti- 
Slavery  Convention.     By  R.  R.  Madden,  Esq.,  M.D.     Price  Sixpence. 

A  concise  statement  of  the  actual  state  of  Slavery  in  Cuba,  and  the  adininistri- 
tidn  of  Spanish  law  in  that  colony.  — _^_^ 


CUBA.  POEMS.  BY  A  SLAVE  IN  THE  ISLAND  OF  CUBA,  recently 
liberated,  with  Life,  ^vnttcn  by  himself;  translated  from  the  Spanish,  and  accom- 
panied by  two  pieces  descriptive  of  Cuban  slavery  and  the  slave-traiRc.  By  R.  R. 
Madden,  Esq.,  M.D.     In  one  vol.  8vo.     Price  Five  Shillings. 

"  A  volume  of  more  than  ordinarj-  interest.  Dr  Madden  is  entitled  to  the  thanks  of  every 
humane  man  for  the  publication  of  this  volume,  which  we  strongly  recommend  to  the  imme- 
diate and  attentive  perusal  of  our  re.iders." — Eclectic.  "  We  opened  this  volume  rather  from 
curiosity  than  with  any  ^reat  expectation  that  the  verses  of  a  Ciihan  slave  would  ]>osses3  much 
poetical  merit;  but  they  are  extraonlin.iry  compositions." — Chrhlian  Obscrrcr.  "  A  volume  of 
sin^lar  character  and  great  interest.  With  advantages  of  culture,  the  writer  must  have 
taken  a  high  rank  among  persons  of  literature  and  taste." — Anti-slarery  Reporter.  "  Let  those 
who  have  been  accustomed  to  think  of  the  negro  race  as  destitute  of  mind — as  a  connecting 
link  between  man  and  the  brute  creation,  re.id  these  wonderful  |)oems.  Dr  Madden  has  done  noble 
ser\ice by  editing  this  volume." — Christian  Examiner.  "It  commences  with  a  poem, ' The  Slave 
Merchant,'  by  Dr  Madden,  to  whom  indeed  we  arc  greatly  indebted  for  the  whole ;  we  beg  to 
recommend  it  to  the  I'mwietija/e  .ittention  of  our  readers." — Journal  of  Cirilisation. 

EGYPT.  EGYPT  AND  MOHAMMED  ALL  Illustrative  of  the  condition 
of  his  slaves  and  subjects.  By  R.  R.  Madden,  M.D.  With  a  beautiful  likeness  of 
Mohammed  All.     Second  Edition.     Price  Five  Shillings. 

"  We  hare  rarely  closed  a  work  with  deeper  feelings  of  interest,  or  with  more  earnest  solici- 
tude to  induce  others  immediately  to  peruse  it.  It  abounds  in  valuable  infonn.-jtion — puts  the 
reader  into  a  ])Osition  which  enables  him  accurately  to  judge  of  the  character  and  condition  of 
the  people  described,  and  opens  up  scenes  of  human  iniquity  and  sorrow,  which  may  well 
stimulate  the  labours  of  Christian  philanthropists  ;  we  recommend  such  of  our  readers  as  have 
not  already  done  so,  immediately  to  acquaint  themselves  with  the  heart-rending  details  of  the 
the  present  volume." — Eclectic.  "The  simi)le  elegance,  combined  with  great  power  of  de- 
scription, displayed  in  this  useful  and  very  important  work,  renders  it  as  amusing  as  it  is 
instructing." — Metropolitan.  "  It  will  be  found  a  pleasant  and  ag'rec.abic  companion  over  the 
fire-side.  There  is  also  a  very  interesting  accoiuit  of  the  mission  to  Damascus,  or  rather  to 
Egypt,  and  a  painful  narrative  of  the  slave  hunts  of  Mohammed  .\li." — Alligator.  "  Dr  .Mad- 
den accompanied  Sir  Moses  Montefiorc  on  his  benevolent  mission  on  behalf  of  the  persecuted 
Jews  of  Damascus,  and  our  readers  will  be  interested  by  his  accmnjt  of  the  results." — Patriot. 
"  There  is  scarcely  any  question  relative  to  Egrypt  which  is  not  fully  answered  in  the  pages  of 
this  valuable  work." — Cliristian  Examiner.  "  Dr  Madden  has  not  now  visited  Egypt  for  the 
first  time,  so  that  the  justice  of  his  testimony  in  1840  may  be  tried  with  advantage  by  reference 
to  his  former  opinions  and  experience."  Ajricnn  Colonizer.  "  Clearness  of  expression,  vivid- 
ness of  style,  and  a  basing  of  facts,  are  Dr  Sladden's  character."     Colonial  Magazine. 

REPORT  ON  FREE  L.\BOUR,  presented  to  th6  General  Anti-slavery  Con- 
vention.    By  John  Sturge,  Esq.,  of  Bijrmingham.     Price  Sixpence. 

Showing  the  superiority  of  free  labour  ;  inasmuch  as  it  clearly  proves  that  the 
cost  of  slave  labour  is  greater  than  that  of  free,  and  that  slave  labour  is  less  productive. 


THE  ESSENTIAL  SINFULNESS  OF  SLAVERY,  and  its  direct  opposition 
)  the  precepts  and  spirit  of  Chri 
Second  Edition.     Price  Twopence. 


to  the  precepts  and  spirit  of  Christianity.     By  the  Rev.  B.  God 


lirect  opposi 
win,  of  0.\f 


An  argument  to  prove  that  slavery  is  a  violation  of  the  immutable  principles  of 
equity  and  justice;  opposed  to  the  divine  law  ,  and  irreconcilable  with  that  love 
to  man,  which  the  second  commandment  requires  of  all. 

THE  MORAL  INFLUENCE  OF  SLAVERY;  the  substance  of  a  paper  pre- 
sented to  the  Anti-Slavery  Convention.     By  William  Bevan.     Price  Twopence. 

Showing  its  pernicious  effects  upon  the  character  of  society  ;  its  setting  at  defiance 
the  sympathies  of  humanity  and  tlic  claims  of  religion  ;  its  baneful  influence  upon 
professing  Christians;  and  the  awful  state  of  degradation  of  the  poor  slave,  as  a 
human  chattel. 

SPEECH  OF  LORD  BROUGHAM  nn  the  liabilities  of  British  subjects  to  the 
penalties  of  the  laws  for  holding  and  trafficking  in  slaves  in  foreign  countries ;  and 
on  Slavery  in  British  India,  delivered  in  the  House  of  Lords,  oth  October,  1811, 
with  illustrative  notes.     Pi  ice  One  Penny  each,  or  Five  shillings  per  liundred. 

AN  EPITOME  OF  ANTI-SLAVERY  INFORMATION;  price  Twopence 
each,  or  Ten  shillings  per  hundred. 

NOT  A  LABOURER  WANTED  FOR  JAMAICA.  By  Thomas  Clarkson. 
Second  Edition.     Price  Si.xpcncc. 


ANTI-SLAVERY  PERIODICAL.  THE  BRITISH  AND  FOREIGN 
ANTI-SLAVERY  REPORTER  has  been  established  under  the  direction  of  the 
Committee  of  the  Anti-Slavery  Society,  and  is  of  great  importance,  both  as  a  vehi- 
cle for  the  diffusion  of  anti-slavery  intelligence,  and  as  a  means  of  exercising  a  sa- 
lutary influence  at  home  and  abroad.  It  is  a  stamped  Newspaper  of  sixteen 
columns,  and  is  issued  every  alternate  Wednesday,  price  4d.,or  8s.  8d.  per  annum. 

May  be  obtained  of  Lancelot  Wild,  13,  Catherine  Street,  Strand;  William 
Everett,  16,  Finch  Lane,  Cornhill ;  or  of  any  other  Newsman  in  Town  or  Country. 
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